MEMBERS NEWS

AGM — 12 February 2003 at Westville Hotel

The AGM was attended by approximately 40 members. The new venue was much
! appreciated especially as there was a bar in the meeting room. A R8.00 increase in
subscriptions as approved at the 2002 AGM was announced. Honorary life membership
was awarded to Colin Turner for his exceptional services to the Club, and to Errol Thring
who has been a member for 30 years. The Club trophy was presented to Ann Olds for
her great efforts over the last year in so many areas of Club organisation. The meeting
stood in silence in memory of Roger Warwick who had recently passed away.

In his report the Chairman thanked everyone involved in making the last year an
enjoyable one. We now have 294 members and seem to be growing every week. Hikes
have been well atended, with the record reaching126 members and visitors on the
Marianhill Monastery hike. The social events were successful with the 70" birthday bash
and the Christmas party being well attended and enjoyed. Large numbers of hikers are
staying on for a picnic after many of the hikes. We are financially sound and were able to
donate materials to the Paradise Valley Reserve to complete the bridge over a tricky
saction of the river. In conclusion he said that we are now a united club with much to
enjoy in the future. So get yer hiking boots on and boogie,

PO Box 50563
4062 Musgrave Road &

Jean Foster

On February 1 2003, Jean was awarded her National Masters Athletics Calours in
recognition of most cutstanding performances in :- 400m; 800m; 1500m. Basil Carnie, the
APRIL TO JUNE 2003 President: South African Masters Athletics wrote:-

‘On behalf of the Executive Committee of South African Masters Athletics, it gives
me great pleasure to congratulate you (Jean Faster) on the award of your colours.

A big welicome to the new Executive Committes, which was elected at the
Annual General Meeting, held on the 12™ February 2003. Thank you afl for

bel pared to offer your services for the goo d of the Club. Have fun Your performances are in accordance with the standards set by our organisation.
ng pre ; §

Similarly your cantinued support of masters athletics and the upholding of our core
values merit this the ultimate distinction in masters athletics.

= ;
TITLE COMMITTEE HOME BUS, CEL & We are very proud of you and trust you will remain a good role-model for other
MEMBER TEL FAX Nos masters athletes.’
Chairman Brian O’Connell 3060743 | 0835446379 i L
N Secretary Lois Harte 7652853 On behalf of the Durban Ramblers Hiking Club, the Committee applaud your
) Treasurer 3“:;:‘;&1?_ 3121503 | 0829006965 achievements. We are very proud of you. Well done Jean.
Day Hike Organiser a ’ ;
Sat. Hike Organiser Ann Olds -| 7671027 New Members
Berg/Trails Organiser | Merle Mackenzie 5613038 | 0824540521 Welcome to all the members who have joined the Club in the last six months. They include
Publicity Organiser Werner Vanslembrouck | 2087532 : Trish Jonsson, James Drew, Jayne Ferguson, Paddy Keamey, Joan Oxlee, Riette van
Magazine Editor Grahame Davies 5648728 | 5648728 Dyke, Carol Beaton, Elaine Daker, Malcom Metherdli, Gwen Haugen, Sandra Heath, Pat
Socials Organiser Sharyn Prowse 7012688 Quevauvilliers, Ann & lan Kerley, Robby Proctor, Judy Wetherill, Barbara Zycsiska, Field &
Jeanette McMahon 7653814 Pat Boucher, Anthony & Janet Sherrard, Colleen August, Anne Wilson, Jeannene Thierry,
Ordinary Member Christine Davies 5648728 | 5648728 Debra Houghting, Pat van Lelyveld and Lorraine Ross. If | have missed anybody, please

forgive me and dock me a couple of Brownie points, May you ali enjoy hiking and
socialising with us.




Hiking Feedback

If anyone sees a potential for a club hiking weekend during one of their private weekends
away, please give our weekend hike organiser Merle Mackenzie a ring on 5613038,
Likewise any ideas for day hikes or half-day hikes in and around Durban, please contact
the relevant hike organiser or any member of the Committee.

An Irishman who had a little too much ta drink Is weaving his car all over the road. A cop
pulis him up. 'Where have you been.” Says the cop. "'ve been to the pub.’ Says Paddy.
“Well’, said the cop. ‘It looks like you've had quite a few to drink tonight.’

4 did all right.’ The drunk slurs with a crafty smile.

"Did you know that & few intersections back, your wife feli out of the car?’ The cop said.

‘Oh thank heavens,’ sald Paddy. “For a minute there, | thought I'd gone deaf.’

Socials Announcements
Some socials cannot be planned over three months ahead. Please keep your ears open for
new exciting experiences to be announced at hikes over the next few months

The Valantine’s Eve party at a beachfront hotel was going well, with couples wining,
dining and dancing. Then the manageress, a romantic, announced that at the stroke
of midnight she wanted every man there to be holding the person who made his life
worth living.

It was embarrassing. The barmaid was almost crushed to death.

HIKING PROGRAMME : APRIL TO JUNE 2003

Saturday Hikes

These hikes depart from Musgrave Park Medicat Centre at 13h20. The cost is R8.00 for transport
which is payatle to the relevant driver. Hikes marked # involve an entrance fee into the nature
reserve. Please bring the correct amount of money, as change is not always available — thank
you. Hikes marked ** are suitable for beginners. Would those for whom the starting paint is not
convenient, please proceed to the destination, or phone one of the organisers between 12h00
and 12h45 on the day, to arrange a suitable meeting point. Bring at least 1 litre of water and a
snack for half time.

Contact:- Ann —7671027 Dave —2668602 Brian 083 5446379

Sunday Hikes

Please try ta get to our meeting places at least 10 minutes earlier so that fees can be
collected and lifts arranged timeously. Bring the correct money as change may not be
available. Carry at least 2 litres of water, a hat and a cup for lunchtime tea/coffee.

Durban - Musgrave Park, cnr Berea & Musgrave Roads
Pinetown — Union Main Centre, Oki Main Road
All meeting times, uniess otherwise stated are:- Durban 08h00, P'town 08h30

Meeting places:

Weekend Hikes ! Trails
Contact nominated hike leader

DATE DESCRIPTION OF HIKE LEADER TEL
April & Shongweni Farmlands. Meet outside Brian 3060743
Assegai Hotel by 13h45. Walk through horse 0835446379
country and cane farmlands.
April B Hornet's Krantz. Monteseel area Steve Nel 0834540569
Members R15 | 0357928443
Visitors R20
April 12 [ ** Acutts Drive, Kloof. Proceed on Highway | Ken
through Kloof to Exit 26, then along Everton
Rd to Acufts Drive (follow arrows). Park at
causeway. Car guard on duty.
April 13 | Delville Wood Circuit. Shongweni area Adrian Rowe — | 7644721
Guest leader
Members R15
Visitors R20
April 18 | Cathedral Peak. Easter in Berg. Tenting in | Brlan O'Connell | 3060743
-21 Parks Board camp. Variety of Day hikes from 0835446379
camp. R40 per night. Payment of R120 by Merle 5613038
April 5 Jatest. 0824540521
April 18 | ** Roosfontein. Meet at Westville Jail gates | Dave 2668602
April 20 | Easter Sunday - 'Walk about Town.' Meet | Mike White : 4663759
at Point Yacht Club at Sh00. | 0833255348
April 26 | ** New Germany Nature Reserve. Off Otto | Cedric
\olek Rd. Take time to look at the aviary.
April 27 | Umhlanga to Umdioti Beach Walk. Meet at | Dave 2668602
Umhlanga lighthouse, Lunch at Bush Tavern.
April 26 | Cobham {Himeville). Join Brian camping Brian O'Connell | 3060743
-28 and hiking. Camp now has hot showers. R32 0835446379
per person per night. R64 to Brian by April 5
secures booking.
May 1 Public Holiday — Shongweni Breakfast Jeanette
Hike. Meet at Assegai Hotel 7h00. Convoy to | Mcmahon 7653814
Dam. Lovely walk followed by brunch at
10h00. Non-members and children welcome. | Sharyn Prowse | 7012688
Entry- R15 adults, R5 for kids and R2 for car.
May 3 Inanda Rd Surrounds. Hilicrest area. Colin
Proceed on Highway through Kloof, exit ‘Old
Main Rd' into Hilicrest. Right into Inanda Rd.
Park -Jackson's farm opp. Kirtlington Esiate.
May 4 Killarney Rockeries. Moderate hike. Liewellyn Evans | 7641013
Members R16
] Visitors R21
May 10 | Bartlett Farms. Hammarsdale. Meet at | Trevoer
Assegai Hotel 13h15 and proceed to
Hammarsdale. # R5.00 donation to
conservancy. Bring & braai on the farm.
May 11 | Victorian Surprise. Shongweni area Steve Nel 0357928443
Members R15 | 0834540569
Visitors R20

.




May 16 -

Buccleugh. Bush Pig Trail. Shady fore ili
! . - st and | Phil
18 plantation. Walks from our ‘Grann);r flat' in the patis s
woods. Book early, numbers limited. R85 (inc
TERL :?nspoﬁ) to Philip by May 4.
verston Nature Reserve. Meet at Assegai | An
g n
Hotel 13h45. #R5.00. Bring and braai in .
e 5uma --own gas and lights.
ay mhlanga Ramble. Forest, field and be
y | nble. s ach. | Grahame Davi
May include guided tour of Hawaan Forest. Membm Ra;ms A
Meet at Umhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve | Visitors R14
e (g_m_ﬂ to Breakers Resort)at 9h00. Poss. donation
ay 24 Gl“lltts Far[n. Meet at St Helier Dam. One of | Ken
Ken's surprises. Beautiful view of waterfall.
May 25 Amanzimtoti Circuit. John van Zyl 46
Iﬁeave an & Ptn at 8h30 to meet John at | Members R'IYD e
T HoonstdeMarner Beach glide-off at Sh00 | Visitors R15
y Iqutu Gorge. Waterfall causeway. Beautiful | Brian 3
views from grasslands. Steep climb in and 03360743
v out of Gorge. BYO sundowners S
une 1 gﬂv\n;:hei.‘_Medium_hike with good views Steve Watson | 3127108
ocking Mlazi river. : Members R12 | 0824434155
b Visitors R17
June 7 Umhlangg Lagoon and Beach. Park on Merle 5613
grass opposite Cabana Beach. Walk along o
be_ach, Lagoon and through coastal bush.
Br{ng and braai at Merle's home.
June 8 Triple Ridges. Fairly strenuous. Steve Nel 0357928443
t,}embers R18 0834540569
isit
Juneid | Kloof Baacon. Krantzkloof picnic site. #R7. D:\]r:rs ==
5 Walk via the Eagle's nest, up on grass spur.
une 15 3:‘ungah-Bhonga. Easy hike in the - Mike Serrurier | 5635871
gwahumbe Valley area. \i\;l_embers R24 | 0828223106
June 14 | Ngele Trail. Walk in indi S
/ W ig. forest and mtn Phili
16 grassla‘ndsA Kit taken to bunkhse by bakkie. el s
. 21 50 (inc transport} to Philip by June 1.
une 21 Walk Dur_ban‘a Heritage. Park to left of Erica
P.Y.C. Admire beautiful buildings and
temples. Drinks after at P.Y.C. pub.
June 22 | Umgeni Bend. Moderate hike. Dieter Becker 4627445
Members R18
Visitors R2
June 28 | Kloof Gorgg. Krantzkloof picnic site. # R7. Brian 3 3060
- Walk along river bed below falls. 033547443
une 28 ;Vidanha_m Waterfall. Moderate new hike. Mike White 46637 .
Ng 'donallun fo bird sanctuary. Members R23 08332555%!48
5 Ptn & Dbn 8h00. Meet on Umkomaas/ | Visiters R28
raigieburn turn-off at cemetery on left.

SOCIAL DIARY I

Date

Saturday April 27

Thursday May 1

Public Holiday

P ——
Saturday May 10

TEvent Contact
Umhianga to Umdioti Beach Dave - 2668602
walk followed by lunch at the
Bush Tavern. Meet at Umhlanga
Lighthouse.

Shongweni Breakfast hike.
Mest at Assegal Hotel 7n00.
Convoy to dam. Walk until 10h00
& then Brunch. Non-members &
children are welcome.

Entry :adults -R12, children -R5,

Jeanette - 7653814

b ]
Sharyn — 7012688

cars -R2,

T Bartiett-Farms hike. Meet at [ Trevor — 7655133

Assegai Hotel 13h15, farm hike
followed by bring and braai on
farm. R5 donation to conservancy.

Ann — 7671027

Saturday May 17

sy ey
Saturday June 21

[N =
Saturday June 7

Alverston Nature Reserve hike. | Ann - 7671027

Then bring and braai in Boma.
Meet at Assegai Hotel 13h45. R5
Entry to resefve.

Umhlanga Lagoon & Beach
hike. Bring & braai at Merle's
house. Meet on grass opposite

' Merle — 5613038
0824540521

Cabana Beach.

Walk Durban City Heritage.
Then afterwards party in the
Point Yacht Club pub. Meet in

[ Erica - 2668602

PYC.carpark.

in addition a number of scrabble evenin

in please phone Coleen Seath on 031 2022279

A littie boy goes to his dad and asks him a question.

“What is politics?’

Dad says, ‘Well son, let me try to explain this way: I'

Capitalism. Your mum,
We're here to take care of your needs, so we'll call you

Working Class. And your baby b

makes sense.’

So the little boy goes off to bad thinking about what his

brother crying, so he gets up to
nt's room to find his mum fast asleep. Not wanting to wa

goes to his pare

back to bed.

Next morning, the little boy says 1o his father.
me in your own words what you think politics Is all about,’
rewing the Working Class, the Government Is fast asleep,

‘Good boy , tell

The boy replies. ‘Well, while Capitalism is s¢

she's the administrator of the the money, 80 we'll call h

rother, we'll call him the Future. Now, think about that

the People are being lgnored and the Future Is [n deep sh*t.

gs are arranged every month. if you would like to join

m the breadwinner of the family, s0 let's call me
er the Government.

the People. The nanny we'll consider the

ad had said. Later that night he hears his baby

check on him. He finds that the baby has badly soiled his nappy. So he
ke her, he goes to the nanny's

room. He peeks through the keyhole and sees his father In bed with the nanny. He gives up and

| understand the meaning of politics.! The father says .



rMEMBERS NOTICES

Walk in the Berg with Maeve

You are invited to a walking experience in the heart of the Giants Cup Trail at Pholela hut
{an old homestead) in the KwaZulu Wildiife Reserve near Himeville, 240 km from Durban.
Bunk beds, running water and flush tailets. 2 nights in the third week of every month (God

willing). Leave 8h00 Tuesday and return 13h00 Thursday. | can only take one passenger. If
more are interested, we'll make a plan.

Cost : R58 per night. Pensioners get discount to R52. Share petrol ~R50. Bring sleeping
bags, gas stoves, torch, candles and food. Phone Maeve l_(ay - 031- 4662642

Club Trip fo Pyrenées, 2003.
At the end of August / beginning of September 2003, Bill Hyslop will continue the “Grand
Route No. 10", which was commenced last year. Heading from West to East, this section

will traverse some of the most spectacular portions of this mountain route in France.
Interested in joining? Then contact Bill on 031-2626792 or 083 541 2228,

For Sale and Hire

35 mm slide projector for R50. Magazines to hold 320 slides for R20,
Hire of backpacks for backpacking — R5 per day. R50 deposit.
Contact Philip Gatenby on 031- 2013592,

Getaway Guide to Hiking Trails and Day Walks in South Africa :

The author, Prof. Leon Huge has kindly sent us a copy of this excellent book. It is with
Merle Mackenzie, if you would like to peruse it (031-5613088). Prof Hugo has offered us a
discount at R85.20 + R11.00 postage for an order of over 5 copies. Retail price is R118.00
+ R11.00 postage. Place your orders with our Treasurer — Biff Maggs on 031-3121503.

My Jove you take my breath away. What have you stepped in to smell this way?
What inspired this amorous rhyme? Two parts vadka, one part lime.

MEMBERS FEEDBACK

MARIANNHILL MONASTERY HIKE ~ Saturday 1% February 2003 by Erica
Feedback from everyone involved in the hike suggests that it was great fun and
wonderfully enlightening. To quote Father Bernard, head of Mariannbill, it was 'win,
win, win.' R1390.00 was raised from the record 143 hikers who joined us for the hike
at the monastery including the 15 who escaped to the tea garden after the initial
history tour!l R250 was given to Dave Dougans who created and distributed the
inventive map and advertising pamphlet, and who's family owned the tea garden we
ail enjoyed so thoroughly. The rest of the money went to pay for a much needed
microphone system for the church. Ramblers will be remembered at many sermons.
(Hikers are encouraged to visil at anytime, especially the tea garden). Many thanks
to Dave Dougans, Erica, Mauro and Flavia for reccie work and historical information.

For those who missed the hike, the next visit to the monastery will be in September
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l We look farward to a return visitin cooler months.

ﬁways hoid your wife’s hand when you go out. If you let go, she’ll shop.
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The outdoors start with us!

Your ane-stop s_hop for
all camping, climbing, hiking,

CAMPI N G canceing and 4X4 adventuresl '
‘ e S
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from Springficid Park Durt_wn o
bigger and Delter pramises 2t -

“The Crescent” - Umhlanga Ridge

Lmhiangs
i = Focks
in-store specials - easy access
free parking - open 7 days a week

Tel (031) 579 1950 / 544 3177 * e-moil: compout@iafrica.com




