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PRESENTING THE 1991 COMMITTEE......

CHAIRMAN : Jack Aumord 423425 (h)
SECRETARY : Pam Podmore 216160 (h)
TREASURER : Regina Billiet 813672 (h)
DAY HIKES : Bill Hyslop 7018996 (b)
BERG HIKES : ., Dick Billiet 813672 (h)
TRAILS + +#7 Steve Watson 443622 (h)
PHOTOGRAPHY : Mike Morrillion 7011758 (b)
ENTERTAINMENT : Irene Coward 282040 (h)
EDITOR : Belinda Eisenhauer 3006223 (b)
CAMP CAPTAIN : Melvyn Oliver 291917 ' (h)

ASSOCIATE MEMBER Margaret Kirsten 441467 (h)
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The AGM was fairly well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by
all at the new venue, Whirling Wheels Club. A pleasant braai
on a lovely evening preceded the Meeting on Tuesday 12
February 1991.

Our gratitude goes to the out-going committee, for their
hard work and stirling efforts which have made the past year
so successful and regarding. We are sorry to see .some
members disappear. "Thank you" to the new Committee Members.
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CONGRATULATIORS are due to Bill Hyslop who was voted by
the Committee as their member to receive the Club Trophy.

And to Richard and Joyce Bisset on their recent marriage.
Our very best wishes for your future tpgether.
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NEW MEMBERS: Welcome to the following new members:
GEORGE ARCHIBALD - ADRIAN SILLITO
PETER CLARX - BRIAN LAMBOURNE
We hope to see you on many hikesl
kkkkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkhxhdkikidhk
CYCLING: Anyone interested in cycling in the country on
SATURDAY AFTERNOCONS ? Please phone PHILLIP GATENBY at 213952
between 7 - 8.30 on Saturday morning for Transport
arrangements to be made for the 1 pm start.
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LEADERS WANTED LEADERS WANTED

LEADERS WANTED
Leaders. for day hikes, trails and Berg trails are
desperately needed. Please contact Bill Hyslop at 7018996
(b) or Dick Billiet at 813672 (h) if you would like to help.

Fhkkrhkkkhkkdkhkrdhkihhhhhd
WARTED : " Recce" helpers to clear the vegetation and
pathways for planned hikes. Please contact Bill Hyslop at
7018996 (b) if you are interested.

ARk Xhkkdhdhhdhkhhhkdhikx
PLEASE HNOTE: Articles, letters, suggestions etc. to be
published in the next Newsletter should reach the EDITOR by
1 MAY 1991.

*********?*************
FOUND: Glass beer mug - left at the Breyani Pub Night
venue, on 7 December 1991. Please contact Pam Podmore at
216160 (h)

*hkkhdhdhkhhhkkkkkhkikd
SLIDES WANTED: ’
Slides are requested of Member's overseas trips, trails,
safaris etc for showing at the ?hctographzc Evenings. The
return of the slides to the owner 15 guaranteed. Please

contact Mike Morrillion at 7011758 (b)
KhkhkA kR hkkdhkhhkdkkkhhdhhht

NEWSLETTERS FROM HIEKING CLUBS ARQUND SOUTH AFRICA : COPIES
AVATLABLE

The club receives copies of the above in exchange for our
magazine. For further details, please contact Belinda
Eisenhauer at 3006223 (b)
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FRIENDS OF THE UMGENI are looking for used stamps. These
should be sent to: P O Box 2295, Pietermaritzburg, 3200 or
tel 0331 62314. The stamps are distributed among charitable
organisations.

SPORT SHOE REPAIR at 17 Newmarket

Lodge (1lst floor) behind Kings Park

T e nmr RVENUE " cycling Stadium, offer repairs to

rimaspnnx ROVERS hiking boots and sell hand-made

: STAGI0m HLi hiking and climbing boots, a? well

LU as their unique climbing slipper.

i al| Discount of 107 is offered to

2 0_-‘Lfﬂ$£" : 2| members. Please contact Tony

HE —il__JJ| Towmsend at 235723 (b) for further
e e details.
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ON A SERIOUS NOTE.....

SUBS 91 SUBS 91 SUBS 91
Please send you annual remittances of either

R12 per single members, or

R18 per family/couple, or

R8 per country member !
to the Club's TREASURER soonest, if you haven't already done

SO.
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ON AN EVEN MORE SERIOUS NOTE .........
WARNING TO BERG HIKFRS ; BEWARE OF THIEVES!!II
A spokesman for the KwaZulu Bureau of Natural Resources said
that hikers needed to be security conscious in the wilds.
Theft of hikers’ equipment in the, Drakensberg is on the
increase and hikers have been warned to take greater care by
starting a night watch system to prevent thieves removing

belongings from their tents while they were sleeping.
e s e v e % e v o e e ok o ok e e ok ok ke ok ke

.



- LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A topic that is much discussed amongst members but never
seriously raised is the late starting time of most hikes,
with the result in arriving back very late in the afternoon.
Some hikes eventually only start at 9.30 and sometimes even
as late as 10.30, when the sun is already high, with
unbearable humidity. Now we know there are certain people
who cannot rise early - please exclude me - but they will
either have to accept earlier times or, most regrettably for
many of us, the hikes will have to shortened. Most of us
have essential chores that await us. Some wives are left
alone, for the day, so the men like to get back in time to
avoid marital nagging and the ladies have to beautify
themselves for the next day! May we have your views? Please,
Toti and Bluff, you are always complaining about the extra
travelling you still have to do on arrival at Pinetown or
Durban.

Jean Foster

P.S. I have no argument with pit-stops!!

STARTING TIMES: Representations have been made by certain
insomniacs in the club that our starting times are too late,
especially during the summer months. Whilst individual
leaders have the discretion as far as starting times for
their own meets are concerned, there has to be some sort of
overall guidance, otherwise your harassed Hike Organisers
will  find the administration of the day hikes an
intelligence test which he will faill. So, I suspect, will
the member who will be arriving at the wrong time to start
the hike! Particularly if they are among that fortunate
number who enjoy the Saturday evening before!

As a trial, therefore, before the winter really arrives, we
propose the compromise of starting 30 minutes earlier, i.e
7.30 am from Durban and 8.00 from Pinetown unless advised
otherwise.

]
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MEETING POINTS: All day hikes leave from Durban - Musgrave
Park, Parking area and from Pinetown -
Union Main Centre.

APRIL PROGHRAMME

WEEKEND CLEARWATER CAMP

6 - 7 Come and hike with me along the Umtinvuma Escarpment
and down to the Bolollo Stream, through the Bolollo
High Forest to the rocky plateau above and swim at
Paradise pool - Maximum 12 persons.
Leader: Tom De Waal - Phome : 474766

SUNDAY MABTANHILL CIRCUIT

7 APRIL First investigated last year, we think this hike
deserves re-visiting in the hope that there is
less water about than last year. Medium length
with a pleasant mixture of riverside, forest,
hill and boulder-hopping.
Leader : Melvyn Oliver - Phone 291917 (h)
Cost : R5 (member) R6 (non-member)

WEEKEND RESTMOUNT WEEKEND

13 ~ 14 Come and.relax in the Garden Castle area. Day
walks from comfortable accommodation. Maximum 10
persons.
Leader : Bruce Medway - Phone 235895 (h)

SUNDAY SHONGWENI

14 APRIL a variant to explore more of the umlazi valley

upstream. tHis will depend on some bush-clearing
of the overgrown path: Depending on how much can
be cleared beforehand will be the amount\ 6f new
ground covered. '

We would also like to end this hike off with a
braai at the Shongweni braai area - please bring
your own braai packs and "beverages™.

Leader: Clive Turner - Phone 7018996 (b)

Cost : R6 (member) R7 (non-member)

e



WEEKEND
20 - 21

(3
SUNDAY
21 APRIL

27 - 28

SUNDAY
28 APRIL

27 APRIL
1 MAY

|

MACKENZIES CAVE

A strenuous hike to an isolated and beautiful
corner of the Little berg. Fondue on Saturday
night. Maximum 12 persons.

Leader : Dick Billiet - Phone 813672 (h)

MOLWENI

- the missing linkl We all know and enjoy
Margaret's walk through the woods of the Molweni
valley - ideal for a hot day. This time we are
hoping to link it with the other walks we do
based on the Rake at St Helior, so that we shall
become familiar with the river all the way from
its source down to where it joins the Umgeni -
Medium hike.

Leader : Margaret Kirsten - Phone 441467 (h)
Cost R5 (member) R6 (non-member)

HIGHMOOR NATURE RESERVE

Interesting hikes on the Highmoor Plateau.
Tenting at the easily accessible new campsite.
Fish in the well-stocked trout dams.

Leader : Jack Aumord - Phone 424245

HAMMARSDALE HEIGHTS & FALLS

A longish hike, much is worth another repeat, if
only for the food and drink we enjoy afterwards
at the very hospitable Hammarsdale Club!
Leader : Bill Hyslop - Phone 7018996 (b)

Cost : R7 (members) R8 (non-members)

TRAIL NGELE TRAIL

"Family Trail" through the forests, grasslands
and plantations near Weza. Comfortable
farmhouses for accommodation. Deposit of RS50
required by 1 April to secure a booking. B
Leader : Phillip Gatenby - Phone 213592 (h)

|

MAY PROGRAMME

SUNDAY
5 MAY

LONG

g - 12

SUNDAY
12 MAY

18 - 19

WHITES CAVE

Visit this beautiful cave in the Bushmans Neck
area. Many Bushman paintings, including the
famous "White Horse" frieze, are to be found
here.

Leader : Steve Watson ~ Phone 443622 (after 6)

MONTESEEL

from the Valley of a 1000 Hills Hotel. This walk
went down very well when we put it together last
year in its present form - so did the beer
afterwards! Medium in length but fairly
strenuous.

Leader : John Kyle - Phome 477334

Cost : R6 (member) R7 (non-member)

HILLSIDE CAMP

Join the Johannesburg Hiking Club at Hillside
camp and celebrate their 60th birthday. Meed old
friends and gain new ones. Tents or caravans
required. Maximum 50 persons.

Bookings with Jack Aumord - Phone 291917 (h)

MPOSANE

We are leaving the crossing of the two peaks
until the cooler weather, and this time
following the route last used nearly two years
ago. Magnificent scenery and great photographic
possibilities for later afternoon - shots over

the lake. Medium in 1length, but fairly
strenuous.
Leader : Steve Watson - Phone 443622 \/

Cost : R8 (member) R10 {(non-member)

CRYSTAL WATERS CAMP

Beautiful campsite on a farm between Drakensberg
Gardens and Bushmans Neck - Tents required.
Lesder : Gerald Hall - Phone 251089 (h)



SUNDAY CRAIG LEA

19 MAY All the terrors of Craig Lea seemed to evaporate
last time we did the trip, but this time your
leader hopes it will not be necessary to make
seven trips beforehand to clear the bush! Medium
length, but strenuous.

. Leader : Bill Hyslop - Ph 7018996 (h)
{ﬂ Cost : R7 (memb) R8 (non-memb)

TRAIL FISH RIVER CANYON TRAIL - HURRY! HURRY! HURRY!

20 - 30 We were fortunate to obtain a bocking on this
VERY popular trail. There are still a few places
left which have not been snapped up. First come,
first served! Leader Steve Watson - Phone 443622
after 6 pm

WEDNESDAY  PHOTOGRAPHIC MEETING:

22 MAY Bill Hyslop presents : "A winter's tale”
(His contribution to the British Tourist Board!)
8.00 pm sharp - Randall Scout Hall, behind Cowey
Centre. Cost: R1.50 which includes refreshments.
Contact Mike Morrillion - Phone 7011758 (b)

SATURDAY 25TH MAY SOCIAL ON THE BEACH I1!1!1
Late afterncon - 4 pm - A braai at Brighton
Beach/Bluff with a "Moonlight" (for those very
romantic ramblers) walk along the Beach - Bring meat
and refrehsments - please phone Irene -282040 if
you're interested.

WEEKEND UPPER NDEDEMA GORGE HIKE

25 - 26 Boulder hopping down the most spectacular gorge
in the Berg. Tents required.
Leader : Terry Lubber - Phone 288422

SUNDAY SAPPIE FOREST HIKE

26 MAY Details are not yet at hand for this hike.
Basically we have been offered the chance -to
walk on SAPPI property, and various familiar-
isation walks will be undertaken with guidance
arranged by SAPPI. For details closer to the
time contact the Leader Bill Hyslop - Pk 701
8996 (b) Est cost :.R10 (memb) R1? (non-memb)

L

LONG

TRAIL
31 MAY -
3 JUNE

31 MAY -
2 JONE

10.

MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS TRAIL

Fairly long but scenic. Weather permitting, walk
to Kaula Cave from Cobham. Okay for regular
hikers. Not for "Couch Potatoes"

Leader Phillip Gatenby - FPhone 213592 (h)

ADDED EXTRAI111111

NHLOSANE _

A most interesting holiday weekend where we have
very kindly been offered camping space (FREE OF
CHARGE TO THE CLUB) on Mr & Mrs Mick Houghting's
farm "PARKSIDE". Three separate hikes have been
arranged, our main objective will be to climb
"Nhlosane" from which we will enjoy the most
breathtaking views of the lovely area then we
descend the slopes to a beautiful waterfall
where swimming will be possible. On Saturday
evening a cosy pub and five-course meal will be
available at the EVERGLADES HOTEL at about R20
(excl GST) Tents and sleeping bags will be
required. Interested parties please ta inform
Melvyn Oliver - Phone 291917 - by 20 May so that
he can boock for the Hotel dinnert!!

ADVANCE NOTICE:

WEEKEND:
29 JUNE -
1 JOLY

DURING -
JUNE/JULY

TOWARDS
NOVEMBER

ADVANCE
SOCIAL

CATHEDRAL CONTCUR WALK i
Spectacular contour walk under the peaks of
Cathedral Ridge. Enthusiastic "Couch Potatoes”
could handle this one! Please phone

Phillip Gatenby - Phone 213592 -

GIANT'S CUP TRAIL
Contact Steve Watson at 443622 after 6 pm
L]

AMATOLA TRAIL
Contact Steve Wateon at 443622 after 6 pm

The craziest Hobo evening imaginable perfect
venue - Keep your eyes open for June datell! We
need all the support we can get.
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SORAS POOL by Jean Foster. SUNDAY, 27 JANUARY
It was with some trepidation that I heralded the morning of
my first hike as a leader. I dare say no one was even aware
of the fact that it had rained incessantly from Wednesday
evening till Saturday morning. Soras Pool is a notoriously
slippery trail and I had visions of someone breaking a limb
- what would I do then? And who do you think fell - first
flat on his face and then flat on his ..... back? None other
than my stalwart friend Joe. Thank you Joe for your
unstinting help. Cedric, all the leaders complain about the
pack - thank you for so willingly offering to hump it for
me.

The lunch spot was a delight, just about everyone swimming
and cavorting in the rapidly flowing stream. I was very
loathe to give my "A for away" signal but having reccied the
trail the previous week, I was aware of the hazard that was
awaiting us. At one spot one had literally to slide down a
high rock into the arms of 3 able-bodied gentlemen. I had no
problem finding volunteers! I thank them but I suppose they
had better remain sanonymous. If that had been the only
hazard, my fear-adrenalin could have settled. We now had to
get across a wide fast flowing stream with a sheer drop into
a deep pool below. There ‘was no way you could avoid the
drop. A tall-armed visitor offered to help us across. I was
the first to brave the jump, which I did nervously but with
relative ease. My attitude usually is, if I can do it anyome
can do itl It was nerve-wracking to watch and I just knew
old Murphy with his vindictive law was going to sweep
someone down the rapids and into the pool below. Thank
goodness it was one of the men ( a visitor at that) who went
down with squeal and screams from the ladies. With that
hazard behind me, I knew it was now plain sailing to the
top but the return climb proved too much for one or two of
the visitors but able assisted by Our Tom, they eventually
got back to base - thank you Tom. It was no mean feat having
to worry about 34 hikers but Mr Hike Organiser, please
schedule it for winter. Thank you one and all for a
wonderful day.

NDEDEMA GORGE 26/27TH JANUARY 1991

Leader: Ian Stuart

Group: Phil, Lynda, Tootie, Sid, Evan, Rae, Des, Rosemary
Melvyn, Belinda, Helen, George, Gerald, Jennie &
Liz. !

Those coming from Durban woke to the sound of steady rain
and as we drove up it-'became obvious that the rivers had
risen several feet. After a pleasant stop at Midway for
breakfast we arrived at the Parks Board gate at the foot of
Mike's Pass. The rangers would not let us proceed with our
original plans, but after some discussion we set off up
Mike’s pass, to go up to the old lookout tower.

The rain cleared and it became quite hot, so we were glad of
a shady shelter at the top of the pass for lunch. Thereafter
we continued our upward climb eventually reaching the hut at
about 3.30 pm. Tea and cake and some ablutions revived us
and later "a group went off a little further to enjoy the
view towards Organ Pipes Pass. Then it was time for
sundowners and supper.

There was much hilarity as 16 of us tried tc find space to
sleep in two rather small rooms. George behaved himself very
well and only climbed out of the window once in the early
hours. :

We were up early the next day and were ready to set off at
7 a.m. It was nearly all downhill initially and we reached
our first river crossing at about 9.30 am. There we stopped
for a swim and snacks.

It became much hotter so we appreciaged, the shade of the
various caves we visited ; Sibayeni, Elephant Shelter and
later, Poachers Cave (where we had planned to stay)

Lunch was had by a lovely forest pool - except for a group
who had gone straight on to the next river crossing. This
time a rope had been strung across the river which made life
much easier. However our fourth crossing was the most taxing
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Should we ever have such a hike again, please wouflid 3 16.
responsible person let the group know, about ﬁo SOCTAL QUESTIo
conditions, so that we may leave our watches and other NNAIRE

valuables behind. Being new on the committee and relatively new to hiking I
£\ would like to know what you would like to do in the line of
social events.

e Please complete and return to Irene Coward 15 High Ridge
(::jg Py Y C::)? ﬁg Berea 4001 - Phone 282040 (h) or hand your form to a leader
C::}? C:il? at a Sunday hike.

1 How often would you like to have functions?
often [ ] sometimes [ ] never | ]

2 Which days generally suit you?
Fridays [ ] Saturdays { 1

3 Would you be prepared to offer you home

as a venue for a braai etc.? Yes [ ] No {1
What kind of functions do you prefer?
A list of some ideas - please add any additional ideas.

1 Sunday hike with braai afterwar [ 1]
2 Short Saturday hike with braai [ 1]
3 Late Saturday afternoon braai on

the beach ending with a walk/hike
along the beach

[ ]
4 Hobo dance - complete hobo style [ ]
5 Treasure hunt hike [ 1
6 Putt-Putt evening E 3
7 TR et e R SRS B G [ ]
. - e ATTP - P [ ]
o S R e [ ]

&

15— - TEL MRS wunowonnvoswe A
Are your prepared to assist with the organising of
functions? [ 1]
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS / TELEPHONE NUMBER

| Have you changed your address or telephone number recently?

' If sgy please let the Club know by either phoning Pam
Podmdre at 216160 (h) or by completing the form below and
sending it to the Secretary of the Club. We'd hate to lose
touch with you!

| NOTIFICATION : CHANGE OF ADDRESS / TELEPHONE NUMBER

Please complete the following with your new details:
(Please, printl)

NAME :

! ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: Business Home:

Please send completed form to: The Secretary
Durban Ramblers Hiking Club
P O Box 1063
DURBAN
4000

‘ Or hand in at a Sunday hike.

i Thank you

(A



