


ROUTE 1 (RED ARROWS) KWA NYON] WALK (Approx 2'2 hours)

This walk starts at the swing bridge and follows the river to the famous Hippo ools. ere, you may decide to
stop for a refreshing swim hefore continuing towards the Plateau. The scenic view from the top of the Plateau
is absolulely magnificent; rest for awhile and enjoy the tranquility of the Berg before making your way down
again, accrossthe dam wali and on to the hotel for a well-earned refreshment on the verandah. South Africa's
famous Proteas, Oribi, Reedbuck, Eland and Babbons may be seen on the way.

ROUTE 2 (YELLOW ARROWS) BEACON WALK (Approx 40 mioutes)

This walk starcis at the swing bridge. A short strenuous climb will find you at the beacon which can be clearly
seen from the hotel grounds. Once atop this hill you will overlook the entire resort, and the beautiful view lrom
this point is well worth the effori. A shorl walk around the area will give you entirely different views ol the Berg
- all of which are magnificent. This walk is suitable for children.

ROUTE 3 (GREEN ARROWS) EAGLE WALK (Approx 2% hours)

Continuing from the Beacon (Route 2), follow the Green route markers along the boundary fence, and down
to the river where, again, you may stop for a refreshing plunge into the cool waters of the H'ppo Pools. Here,
you have a choice of two alternate routes back to the hotel {i} for the not so {it - folllow the red arrows which
lead directly back to the hotel or {ii} for the refatively fit - another hour's walk will take you along the Plateau
and back to the hotel.

ROUTE 4 (BLACK ARROWS) ESCARPMENT WALK (Approx 3% hours}

Continuing [rom the Beacon (Route 2), head westwards along the top of the Escarpment, then gradually make
your way down to the Umzimkulu River. Rest heside the gurgling waters of the river hefore making your way
back to the hotel through the flat pasture lands and indigenous trees which (ringe the main road, back 1o the hotel.
Baboons and a variety of birdlife may be secn,

ROUTE 5 (BLUE ARROWS) VIEWPOINT WALK {Approx 3 hours) *
Start at the Viewpoint Cotlages, follow the path through the trees up on the hill behind the hotel. Carry an ta
the impressive Viewpoint from where there is a magnificent view siraight accross the valley 1o lhe majestic
Rhino Horn. This walk is suitable for children. Duiker could be seen in this area.

ROUTE 6 (ORANGE ARROWS) MOUNTAIN VIEW WALK (Approx 3 hours)

Commencing at the Viewpoint (Route 5), continuing to the boundary fence. [Here the path witl take you over
some intecesting terrain until you reach the Kwa-Nyoni Dam. Follow the red arrows back io the hotel {Roule
1). Duiker and Reedbuck could be encountered on this route.

SPORTS FACILITIES
QUIDOOR: 4 Tennis Courts. 2 Bowling Greens, 8 Horses*, Volleyball Court, Croquet Lawn,
Skeet/Sport Shooting*, 18 Hole Golf Course*, Squash Court, Archery, 2 Swimming Poals,
Many Scenic Hiking Trails, Trout Ashing*, Rowing*, Canoeing*, Windsurfing®.
INDOOR: Table Tennis, 2 Full Sized Snooker Tables, Darts, Board Games, Organised
Entertainment.
(*Extra Charge)

PLUS
FREE 3-WEEK-

END voucher (two

for the price of one)

valld at 35 resoris through-

oul South Africa OR FREE GOLF on

e new 18-hole galf course. Enjoy horse [oEVINIINRECIEYC e

riding, tennis, fishing, squash & swimming to your booking today
name a few of the facilities available.

CHILDREN STAY FREE

on
(031) 3683861 B/H
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RAMBLERS

HIKING CLUB
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman
Bill Hystop 7018996 (w)
Secretary
Pam Podmeore 216160 (h)
Treasurer
Irene Coward 282040 (h)
Day Hikes
Dave Easton 7053670 Ext. 228 (w)
Berg Hikes
VACANT
Trails Organiser
Philip Gatenby 213592 (h)
Photography
Chris Haywood 213326 (h)
Entertainment
Marie Gurr 422041 (w)
Editor
Belinda Eisenbauer 3006223 (w)
Ordinary Members

POTENTIAL MEMBERS

Persons wishing to join the Club are reminded
that they should attend three (3) day hikes or
one (1) weckend hike before applying for
membership. Please contact Committee
members if you have any queries.

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Members are reminded of the following scale
of charges:

Individual membership: R12 per annum
Couples: R15 per annum
Country membership: R8 per annum
Initial administration fee, payable on application
to the Club for membership: R10
(or RS if application is afier June)
C R L 8§ § _§F ¥ I T )
INEW MEMBERS!
Durban Ramblers Hiking Club welcomes the

following new members: .
Grabam Barratt Joanne Calder
Lance Wingfield Robin Ralph

Alan & Helen Banister Siephen Blades
We hope that you have a long and happy stay
with the Qub!

DAY HIKE DEPARTURE

Melvyn Oliver 291917 (h)
Sue Ferguson 491355 (w) TIMES AND MEETING
POINTS:
Copyright: Copyghtlal matia and DURBAN: Hikers to meet at MUSGRAVE
lg;lpﬁwmtbn of the m:‘m.wmm_ PARK Parking arca at 7:30am
rlons expessedintia mag those ofthe PINETOWN: Hikers tomeet al UNION MAIN
poetng "f:f’t aroet i b b ok Parkingarea at 8:00am unless otherwise stated.
by the editor.
TAYOUT, DESIGN & TYPESETTING | | hbr ke NG EXACT CHANGE TO
BRIAN MILLUM © ALSO
PUBLISHED BY PLEASE TRY TO ARRIVE EARLY AT
BAY CLUB PUBLISHERS THE MEETING POINTS.
P.O. BOX 47447
GREYVILLE, 4023 —
TEL: 3040439 e
FAX: 3071592 - L =
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t has become convention for the in-

coming Chairman towrite a few thoughts
in the first magazine of his year of office, 1
would naturally like to make my first thought
an expression of thanks to the Club for the
confidence you have shown in me.

Just how thankful 1 shall be for the associated
problems will be revealed later! Whatever
happens, you can be assured of my best at-
tempts to maintain the standards of the club as
one of the leading hiking clubs in the country.

A couple of sour notes crept into our delibera-
tions towards the end of last year, and as some
of this concerns our 60th anniversary, | men-
tion it in this message;

The celebration of 60 years of continuous
activity is not something to be dismissed as
anything other than a major event in the life of
the club - the next celebration is 15 years

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

away! So let us join together, determined to
make this anniversary memorable. Naturally
this is a time when we want to honour all those
“Old-Timers” who guided the club in the past,
and [ hope there will be many of them at our
first anniversary event - the dinner/dance at
the Rob Roy on the 25th April.

Younger members wondering whether this
will be a “Stuffy” event should be reassured.
Of course, there will be a moment or two of
formality, and many moments of nostalgia at
this event, but the plan is to make the evening
a fun affair at which young and old can enjoy
plenty of comedy.

So, just grab a car-load of friends and come!

W.I. HYSLOP

A NOTE OF WARNING

Many of our hikes are on private land. The owners are kind to let us come on their
property, and without such people a hiking club would be finished, because there is no
concept of “Rights of Way ™ in South Africa, as there is in Britain and elsewhere. In refurn
we musl respect the wishes of the landowners - and that includes showing a decent respect
for their privacy by not babbling about what we see and hear on their land.

On a recent Sunday Hike, one of our party noticed that the AWB were holding a meeting
on a nearby farm and duly reported it to the press. The press, in the shape of a reporter
called Sole, then approached our {riendly landowners and became aggressively hostile
because they refused to discuss what went on in their neighbours' property.

v

We as a club were then blamed for not showing a proper respect for the landowners'
privacy! All because one person (We have reason lobelieve a VISITOR) had a big mouth!

PLEASE NOTE: Even il all the AWH were there, each dressed as Adolf Hitler,
it would be none of our business - unless, of course,
they were mowing down their political opponents with tommy-guns!

NOTES FOR NEW

HIKERS

(AND A REMINDER TO
OTHERS)

1 Bring 2 litres of water for drinking
and foryourshare inthe connmunal
billy can for tea or coffee -

(rated the best cup of the week!)

2. Bringa mugand a black bin - liner.

3. Wear scnsible shoes - NOT slops,
balict or high heel shoes.

4. Bring a sun hat and raincoat,

5. Berg lrips require more specialised
cquipment. Check with the Berg
Hike Leader.

6. Pleasc take a spade/trowel on Berg
hikes.

T Don't litter or damage plants.

Don't go ahcad of the Leader - it

can result in chaos,

9, Some hikes are more strenuous
than others. When in doubt check
with the leader concerned,

10.  All persons {(and that means you!l)
taking part in club activities do so
entirely at their own risk and arc
required to adhere to club rules and
instructions from the leaders.

o]

Please Note: Persons arc reminded that if
they make use of their own transport,
R1 {(members) RZ (non-members ) still has
to be donated to the club.

sa,ee!

RAMBLERS T-SHIRTS!!
Only R11 each!
Pleasc buy yours soon - once we get our
new orders, the prices will soon bein the
region of R25 plus!
Contact :
JOE STRAYTON at 727530
tor more details

DEADLINE FOR JUNE/JULY

NEWSLETTER
Please send articles, etc to the
editor by 13 May 1992

PONYTREKKING IN
LESOTHO

Ifanyonc is interested in ponytrekking in
Lesotho for 5 days and 4 nights. Please
would you contact :
DELYCE TITMUSS

at 477129 (All hours),
Dile of departure: 12 April.
Cost: R150.00

Selid tripod in excellent condition.
VELBRON model 5. Price: R80.
Contact Lynda Holmes,

Phone: 300-5133 (B)
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CONSERVE NATURE ) | Ladies' HANG TEN hiking boots.

PREVENT FIRES! Size 6%, Price: R140. Good condi-
tion - Phone Jack 423245 (h)
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VIVE LA FRANCE

by Dave Easton

Riddle-mee-riddle-mee-ree, Take a popular
lady social organiser, well supporied by four
others, good food, good music, a theme, a
centrally situated venue with a difference and
a group of Ramblers determined to enjoy
themselves. Now what have you got? Besides
breathlessness, the answer is patently obvi-
ous. A successful party evening! Easy isn'tit?
Or is it? Now experience shows thal repeat
formula attempts do not necessarily follow in
the club, but recent social events reveal a new
enthusiasm not previously felt. In this respect
Vive La France was no exception.

Strangely enough, the theme wasn't taken very
seriously by the crowd, although there were a
few avant garde ‘Paisians’ dotted here and
there. this didn't seem to matter. As for the
food, the garlic bread disappeared fairly
quickly,sincesome firstcomers had “seconds”,
while a smaller, ‘slower’ few wenl without.
Yes, for once, the theme was of little conse-
guence, but cannongate allows people to di-
vide themselves up geographically and ac-
cording to maod. A low profile section en-
joyed guiet, group conversations around can-
dle-lit trestle tables at the rear. In the mean-
time, the quaint, antique pub, presided over by
a benigo Pat Moran, provided a middle ground
for the drink, chat and joke set or anyone eldo
seeking relief from intimacy or the heat of the
dance floor.

Aha! The dance floor. Here the atmosphere
was quile steamy. No, not that steamy, silly,
Ontheotherhand ... As usual, Mike was in top
form, with his excellent (almost endless) rock
'n Roll party tape music and a barrage of jokes,
zainy imitations of back-up vocals, votces,
chants ete. from Chubby Checker's “TWIST®
Lo the ultra modern *BLUE HOTEL'! Soon the

)

atmosphere began to ‘heat up'(literally and
figuratively) witha hardcore of energeticdanc-
ers altracling a wider circle of chorus singers,
handclappers and choreographical actions. this
provided hours of fun. The party bug was
infectious that night, it seemed to last forever.

Thankyou Irene, Belinda, Marie, Pam and
Mike (and anyone else I wasn't aware of) for
yel another great evening.

R

MR R R R -
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A

LCOM

&
LIFETIME

". MANUFACTURERS OF;
HIGH QUALITY

CAMPING TENTS  CARAVAN ADDAROOM
CARAVAN CANVAS AND PVC mﬂs

Pbmmhws IJT%

at 151 Floor cne of Waller & BuroCm
MAYVILLE OR phone us at (031) 207-1350
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January 18-20
Regina and Dick, Anna and
Adolf, Debbie and Ivor, Di and
Brian, Margret, Vic, Dave, Liz,
Jackie, Marie

despite continual mist and rain on Sunday, and
golf ball size hailstones and a magnificent
thunderstorm that chased us most of the way
back to Durban oo Monday afternoon!

Sincere thanks to Regina for organising what
I gather is an annual pilgrimage to Ngelc, and
special thanks to Dick and his watchful eye,
which enabled us to {ind, and sample, lots of
deticious mushrooms - and live to tell the tale!
‘There werealsoblackberriesaplenty, providing
padkos aw naturelle, and enough dams,
walerlalls and streams along the way to keep
the water babics in our group(almusteveryone!)
happy and caol,

Highlights must be swimming and break fastat
the dam carly on Saturday, the river where we
stopped for lunch and more swimming, the
beautiful indigenous forest for lunch and more
swimming, the beautiful indigenous forest we
walked through cn route to the long haul up 1o
KwaShwili, and the delicious mushroom soup
Dick made before supper that night, plus, of
course, frolics at Enirview Falls next morning,

Having been bathed in brilliant moonlight, we
were somewhat disappointed 1o wake up to
swirling mist and drizzle on Sunday. Alter a
protracted breakiast and much optimistic talk,
we decided there was nothing for it but 1o sel
lorth, and despite the weather the aquarians

Well, what a marvellous weekend we had,

couldn't resist a skinny dip at the falls! After
that it was heads down and straight on to
King's Iall. No optional climb up Ngele
mountain today! We couldn't see it anyway,
andI'msure we missed some exquisite scencry,
as we kept passing pockets of proteas, and
masses of agapanthus, watsonias and long-
stemmed yellow daisy-type flowers, mainly
near gentle waterfalls in rocky outcrops all the
way along the counter path,

King's Halt was a cosy refuge once we got the
lire going and it wasn't long before every
available hook, rail, window, door {rame and
bedpost was festooned with garments hanging
out to dry. While the rest of us sat around
happily chattingand drinking warming brews,
Adolf and Dick soldiered back into the gloom
to gather *pine rings, which Dick cooked in
cream for us all to enjoy that evening.

{* A type of mushroom, 1 must add for the
uninitiated!)

Monday dawned with a golden sky, much to
aur relief, and after hreakfast we set out over
the hills 1o Blackwater, stopping here and
there toadmire the rolling hills and blankets of
forests. Having dropped our backpacks at
Blackwater, we ambled down to the river fora
final dip, and lunch. Fortunately we hadn't
paid much atiention to the looming black
clouds and rolling thunder, and it was only
when the hail started we had to make a quick
dash hack to the house. Fifteen minutes later
the sundwas vut and steam was rising from the
paths. Howcever, it was time to leave, and afler
a brief visit to Middlebrook, we started back Lo
Durban, very sad the fun was over.

Here's tothe next year . Jel's hope the weather
will be kinder, and we'll e able to sec, and get
to, the top of Ngele mountain. Thanks,
everyone, for a really great weekend.

Marie Gurr
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RENSBURG
SPRUIT FARM

Leader: Winnie Jackson
Group: Dick, Regina, Heinz, Colin, Tom,
Adolf, Anna, Dave & Belinda
Date: 14-16 February
This was indeed a multi-faceted week-end,
rich in gastronmics, social history,
palaeontology, natural history, botanics and
linguistics.
Saturday morning wasspentexploring. Firstly,
the old station at Escourt was visited, and
some of us investigated its abandoned narrow-
gauge train, gently rusting away on a side-line.
Next, we zoomed up to Fort Durnford, where
we mel Colin. The Fort, now museum, was
especially opened for us for a couple of hours,
by the curator and our guide, 72 year-old
George Goodie, who, incidentally, was
instrumental in establishing Mhlapeni Nature
Reserve, in the Muden area - some of us may
remember visiting it. Note: Fort Durnford
Muscum is generally closed on a Saturday and
Suaday; their notelets are a good buy! Then we
sped to the opposite side of town to the
Saailaager Living Muscum; fat-tailed sheep,
ducks, figs, pomegranates and prickly-pears
in abundance generally emphasised that this
was a “Living” Museum. Some of us thought
that the buildings had been loo well restored | ..
go yoursclf, and form your own conclusions!
We returned to lhe spacious and
comfortable farmhouse {or lunch and a siesta.
Mid-afternoon brought on alternoon coflee at
the dining table, accompanied by a delicious
fruit MMan - the German name of which nane of
the 4% German speakers of the party could
agree on, baked by Heinz, Regina's Tather out
Irom Germany. As the heat of the day was
fessening, we anibled along the aplogy-of-a-
river teexplore the property a little more. With
the worsening dre wght, tis wis certainly NOT
a week-end for hydrophiliacs! After a visit to
Vin Rensburg Kap and its monument, the site

of a Zulu battle against the Voortrekkers in
1875, and in whose shadow we rested, we
returned to the usual evening repast: a braai
and long Toms of Jager, in the garden,
It was an early start on Sunday as we were to
join Dave and Dorothy Green, the owners of
the farm, on a trip to see the barselia greenii -
ithas nocommon or Zuluname - in {ull bloom.
This bush was first discovered by Dave about
seven years ago, growing on his farm, but has
only carried his name for the past eightecn
months! Despite the dry conditions, the veld
was amemorable sight of bushes covered with
pale pink and white large blooms. Another
interesting plant growing alongside was a
brown-flowering kaiphofia, whose name,
common or otherwise, | didn't pick up, but the
nunus loved it!
In the searing heat we turned around 1o track
down the dicynodont's (a mammal -like reptile
which lived 180-million years ago) fossilised
tracksinthe fossilised shoreline of a prehistoric
lake. We continued the prehistoric theme of
the day by following Dave up an enormaus
donga to view some fossilised ribs (we think)
and some stone tools made by stonc-age man.
At this point some of us huddled in the shade
ofsparse thorntrees, while the hardier members
ol the parly carried on with the tour in the
midday heat. We were very gratelul to the
Greens for the beer/cooldrink imbibed in the
shade of the vine-covered pargola on the farm-
house pativ. Dave is also the proud possessor
ol a petrified Jog, complete with horer beetle
markings - a merc 150 mitlion years old - and
which now adorns his rockery.
Having lell the Greens, we headed for the
Moor Nalure Reserve, outside Fsteourt, for
lunch, and where, finally, Tom had his longed-
for dipin the Bushman's River.
'l'h:llnk-ynu. Winnie, lor an i|1!crcsli[1g and
enjoyable weck-end! The group wishes to
thank Dick and Regina lor the orgamisation,
and Dave for the large amount ol driving
invalved Let's hope this trip will be an annual
aftair!

Belinda Eisenhauver
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SUNDAY
5 APRIL

WEEKEND
4,5,6 APRIL

WEEKEND
4,56 APRIL

WEEKEND
4,5,6 APRIL

SUNDAY
12 APRIL

\,\

%

WEEKEND

11-12 APRIL

WED
15 APRIL.

LONG
WEEKEND

WHAT'S ON IN -
APRIL?

AASVOEL KRANTZ

A medium hike which explores the hills on the Pietermaritzburg side of Table
Mountain,

Charge: R12 (members) R14 (non-members)

Leader: Rene Els - Tel: 0331 - 471734

LLONG WEEKEND BERG HIKE

Join Dave in the exploration of the Lakes Cave area. He will be visiting
Venice Caves, Chamelcon Cave and the many tarns near Lakes Cave.
Leader: Dave Easton - Tel: 7053670 (b)

WILGESPRUIT FARM

Come and join us on this completely new hike to the Club, camping at the
beautiful Wilgespruit farm in the Sevenoaks / NewHanover area.

Max : 20 hikers.

Contact: Melvyn Oliver - Tek: 291917 (h)

FUN/VERKYKER CAVES
Optional trip to escarpment. Severity : Easy
Contact : Philip Gatenby - Tel: 213592 (h)

MARIANNHILL CIRCUIT

The moderately casy Mariannhill circuit is an easy hike which we have done
a couple of times before. There is the river - crossing which can sometimes
cause a certain amount of innocent (un,

Charge : R4 (Members) RS (Non-Members)

Leader : Mclvyn Oliver - Tel : 291917

NTUMENI FOREST

Visil this unusual, beautiful idigenous forest near Eshowe. We will be
camping next to Hugh Lee's lovely dam on his farm adjacent to the forest.
Tents required.

[.eader : Dick Billiet - Tel : 813672 (h)

ANTICIPATED SOCIAL EVENING 2 COLLEGIANS CLUB

Come along {or a drink or twa!

‘or further details : Contact © Marie Gurr - Tel : 422041 (w)
[rene Coward - Tel : 282040 (h)

LORNA DOONE
House camp in the Ngele Forest, Severity @ Fasy
Contact - Philip Gatenhy - Fel : 813672 (h)
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WEEKEND BANNERMAN HUT - GIANTS HUT TRAVERSE

WEEKEND = EASTER WEEKEND BERG EXPLORATION L-3MAY  Severity : Moderate. There is a November/January option
17-20 APRIL Explore he extreme Northern Drakensburg and visit places that are seldom Contact : Philip Gatenby - Tel : 213592 (h})
seen by hikers.
TR A0k IR ey, SATURDAY MOONLIGHT HIKE & BRAAI - PALMIET NATURE RESERVE
Leader : Dick Billiet - Tel : 813672 (h} i6 MAY Meet at 4pm at the entrance in Donald Maclean Drive. Bring food & drink.
WED PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING Charge: R3(Members) R4 (Non-Members)
22APRIL  Details unavailable at he time of going to press. .
™ Please contact CHRIS HAYWOOD at 213326 (h) SUNDAY MOUNT SHONGWENI FROM THE STERKSPR‘UI T o
17 MAY Medium to long hike which varies every year according to the availability of
SATURDAY FORMAL DINNER & DANCE AT THE ROB ROY HOTEL the bush-cutters Majestic views over the Umlazi Valley.
| 25 APRIL Dress : Formal Time : 19:00 for 19:30. Leader : Colin Turner - Tel : 815351
Please send cheque for R47.50 per person, made out to . Cost : R6 (Members) R7 (Non Members)
Durban Rambles Hiking Club,
To : Margret Kirsten, 54 Orchid Gardens, 8 Dawnlca Road, Malvern 4093, 1 SUNDAY  PIETERMARITZBURG HILLS W
For further information Tel : Margret Kirsten 441467 (h) L 24 MAY So much to explore in the Ferncliff / Cedara area that every visit is different.
Anticipate a moderate hike with some easy hills.
SUNDAY AFTER DINNER/DANCE HIKE Leader : Phil Gatenby - Tel : 213592 (h)
26 APRIL.  Recuperative social hike after the dinner and dance, NOTE the late starting Charge : R12 (Members) R14 (Non Members)
times .30 am, Durban, 10.00 am Pinelown. We will follow the uppervalley
of the Molweni, down to the  Kranzkloof falls. WED PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING
Leader : Margret Kirsten 27 MAY Details unavailable at time of going to press.
Charge : RS (Mcmbers) R6 (Non-members) Please contact CHRIS HAYWOOD at 213326 {h}
WED ANTICIPATED SOCJAL EVENING - COLLEGIANS CLUB LONG NGELE TRAIL :
29 APRIL Come and join us for a drink! WEEKEND 4 or 5 days. Please discuss preference. Tree lover's and mountain contour path
ﬂlﬁnr further details Contact :  Marie Gurr Tel : 422041 (w) . 28-31 MAY  Walkers' delight - Severity : Moderate
Irene Coward Tel : 282040 (h) Contact : Philip Gatenby - Tel : 213592 (h)
; = 1 SUNDAY CRAILG LEA
WHAT s ON 'N - 31 MAY Depending on the amount of trail cutting we are able to do - and there are plenty
MAY', E ol people who talk about recee's and precious few \a..rhol hcli—iwc_lTay be z:zlc
: £ - 1o vombine Craig bea | and Craig Lea 11, into one single whole. This wou
y ’ - 4""; ma % be the most sesthetically pleasing thing to do.
SUNDAYY OLD BALDY! y 5 " Sue Leader : Bill Hyslop - Tel : 7018996 (w)
\/ IMAY Yes folks, all the excitement and dangers will be faced once again! Last year Charge : R8 (Member) R (Non meniber)
the visitor remarked of this hike, “ After this, all other hikes will secm L

WHAT'S ON IN -
JUNE?.

boring!™ Not for the faint - hearted.
Leader : Bill Hyslop - Tel : 7018996 (w)
Charge : R8 (Members) R9 (Non members)

SUNDAY KARILSHAVEN

10 MAY Situated under the famous Nhlazuks Mountain where Shaka threw the village WED GUTH ANNIVERSARY SLIDE SHOW
maidens over the cliffs, to propitiate the rain Guods, where our leader half- 24 JUNE Come along aml share old memories!
drowned the club in the llovo River on our last visit, it is an area full of exciling Enqulries : Chris Haywouod -Tel : 213326 (h)

possibilitics. Longish drive and hike.
Guest Leader: Peter Karlsen Associate Leader : Melvyn Olivier (201917 (h))
Charge: R12 (Members) R14 {Non-Members)
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TRAIL INJASUTI SUMMIT CAVE VIA GIANTS CASTLE
27 - 30 JUNE Incredible sensation of looking down on the world and Injasuti Triplets.
Severity : Moderate
Contact : Philip Gatenby - Tel : 213592 (h)

LONG SEHLABATHEBE LODGE
WEEKEND  You will have to take a day's leave for this long weekend hike. Two nights
27 - 29 JUNE will be spent in the lodge, giving us time to explore this beautiful nature reserve
- Hopefully it will snow.
Max persons : 12.
A deposit of R25 is required when booking.
Valid passports are necessary.
Leader : Regina Billiet - Tel : 813672 (h)

WEEKEND NHLOSANE

27 - 28 JUNE Faor those who were fortunate to spend a weekend on the farm PARKSIDE -
owned by Mick and Anne Houghting about this time last year, will remember
the marvellous time the whole party had at climbing Nhlosane (The Marden's
Breast) those crisp mornings and beautiful warm days. Not forgetting that
tremendous countryside which will linger in our minds forever. Well we are
about to quench our thirst once again and enjay all this followed by a communal

| braai around hot coals enjoying our beers, Succulent steaks and wors. Tents and

sleeping bags are a pre-requisite. From those who would like to partake in a truly
splendid weekend please phone:
Melvyn Oliver on 291917 for details.

R R OR R R R R

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ORGANISERS

PLEASIE NOTE: The onus is on you as an organiser to submit your programme(s) timcously to
the Editor. - Thankyou, Belinda.

ANOTHER IMPORTANT NOTICE - BUT NOT ONLY

TO THE ORGANISERS!

Members, please remember that during weekends away, YOU ARE TO CATER FOR YOUR
OWN MEALS - no food is provided by the Club. Members usually ration for their own needs
and often cannot sharc with those who have brought no food! - Thankyou again, Belinda.

YET ANOTHER IMPORTANT NOTICE
FOR EVERYONE!

60th ANNIVERSARY SLIDE SHOW
[tis suggested that we have a 60th anniversary slide-show, featuring all your old slides. If you
have any 1o offer, please ensure thal you name is on each one of them, then please send to:
CHRIS HAYWOOD, 9 Carol Road, Durban, 4001(Phone: 213326 (i)). They should reach
him in time for the 60th Anniversary slide show on Wednesday 24 June 1992.
- Thankyou, Belinda!
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IAMATOLA TRAIL (4 - 10 DECEMBER 1991) |

LEADER: Steve Watson
CO-HIKERS: lan, Rae, Colin, Joe,
"Mad Mike", Jane and Graham

We left Durban on schedule, with the first
stop being breakfast at the Wimpy near
Kokstad. After excellent service, good food
and the amusing company of some Nursery
School toddlers, we were on our way again.

During the trip through the Transkei we gently
passed through a political demonstraticn in
one town, and noted the groups of sheepinand
around the many roofless bus-stops along the
road - some sheep even standing on the seats!

We finally reached our starting point, Maden
Dam, where Joe discovered he had forgotten
his boots (hotrors!). We were joined some
time later by lan and company who had missed
the turning and had undertaken a short tour of
the region. Joe was fortunately able to buy
some running shovs in Hogsback when ferry-
ing the cars.

Overnightaccommodation at Maden Dam was
a problem in that no ofticial huts were avail-
able, although huts are indicated on the map
{please nolc), and camping was not allowed.
We were, however, permitted to use some
cthnicdwellings nearby, which were adequate,
hut some of us opted to pitch our tents. No
facilities, but we coped, and theevening passed
without a hitch. From that point we encoun-
tered large casts made by the'giant earthworms
for which the area is known,

Our first two days on the trail were spent
maostly inthe forests, with stately tall old trees,
saplings, beautitul lerns, various {ungi and the
odd flowers, streams, clearings, thick under-
growth and some longsince dead yellowwoods
which lay decompuosing. Poor Joe could only
dream of the beautitul lounge wall-units they

might have been!

First night was spent at an old farmhouse at
Evelyn Valley, with loos, lights and five-star
accommodation, but none of the promised hot
water. The late aflernoon saw us relaxing on
the front lawn, taking in the lovely view and
watching the activities of Cape Robin, Drongas,
Sunbird, Parrot, Blackheaded Oriole and vari-
ous LBJ's. Colin also (unitentionally) enter-
tained us with his “Shop-Talk”. Early to bed
after a lazy evening on the front verandah.

Second day - a long way, up and up, but near
the end we stopped al a lovely swimming spot
tofreshenupand revive the tired limbs. Dontsa
Hut that night was among the pines, very
rustic; uncomfortable perhaps in bad weather,
but for us that night it was a welcome stop.

Nextdaywasalsoa longuphill walk (whaosays
what goes up must come down??), but with
more open ground than before, Latein theday,
when we were al! tired and ready for a break,
we came upon the mostincredible waterfall by
chance. I is off the main path, with just a sign
... and being tired, onc would be tempted to
pass it by - but what a sight. Straight walls, 90
degree corners, with lillies and greenery at the
base. For some of us that was the high point of
the whole trip.

Cata Huts that night were simple ethnic
rondawels - clean, cosy and dry. At this point
the weather started changing so the “cosy™
part was important. ‘The large painted rocks
which mark the camp in bad visibility dospuoil
the scene but are obviously a necessity. Again
we hathed in the nearby stream and enjoyed
the view from the loo.

The next day dawned dreary and miserable;
such lovely swimming spots and beautiful
views lost in the mist. Clumps of trees and
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AMATOLA TRAIL (contined)

colourful patches of flowers, among them
agapanthus and pelargoniums, covered the
hills - how they must look in the sunshine. The
paths were wetand slippery from thatstage on,
and we plodded our way in the wind and cold
wel,crossing numerous rivers, until we reached
ournextnightstop, which was Mnyameni Hut.
Another cosy ethnic building confirmed their
presence. The river offered washing facilities,
but as the heavens soon opened, some of us
washed with the help of warm water from a
massive iron cooking pot and a Floro tub for
rinsing.

With this setting-in of bad weather, together
with Steve's infected leg and Joe's sore knee,
we regretfully changed our plans and left out
the final day's hike, choosing instead to take
the “escape” route to Hogsback. We missed
the additional walk to the lookout point as it
really would have been too dangerous, and
merely battled our way through fynbos (which
I will always remember for the whipping it
gave my legs) in the wet and the wind. lanand
Graham wentahead at this stage. After a lunch
break on a bleak hillside we started dropping
to the town - down, down, into forests again,
with jasmine and other flowers, always down
on those slippery paths. We passed too many
waterfalls to count, each one pretty yet differ-
ent to those before it. Eventually we reached
level ground with only the last few kilometres
lobecovered on the road. Butthankstolanand
Graham, we were met by our host for the
evening, Frans, in his Combi. So we didn't
finish our trail valiantly trudging to our final
resting ground - bul what a delight to be spoilt
with wheels!

Our hosts obliged with tea and endless crum-
pets even before we started cleaning up, and
then suflered the loads and loads of wet boots,
clothing and general hikers' clobber draped
everywhere without complaint, and gave us
free run of their kitchen.

We had a “real” meal together on our last
evening, atthe Arminal Hotel. The next morn-
ing we woke to beautiful warm weather and
sunshine,and enjoyed a mass breakfast cooked
by Joeand lanin the kitchen - unfortunately all
of the eggs bought from the local store for the
purpose were in various stages of decomposi-
tion but Minke, our hostess, helped out with
hersupply. We finally took our leave of Minke
and Frans Aucamp, and lan drove us to Maden
Dam to collect Joe's car to commence the
return journey, whilst lan, Steve and company
did some further hiking in the Maclear and
other districts prior to returning home.

Thank you Steve - for a very good trip, albeit
cut short. Thank you, Minke and Frans, for a
super base for any future hiking we may wish
todoin your area. And thank you to the rest of
our group for your company, the laughs and
kindness.

Pam Podmore

FP.S.If further details of Amarola Guest House are
required, please comtact Pam Podmore at
216160

TUFF > o

222 Poin! Rd, Dutban. Tel: 375972/326835

‘% AS SEEN ON TV +#

TwQUICK EASY FIITING
*rFUEL EFFICIENT DESIGN
W EXCELLENT VALUE

wLOCKABLE
Tuff-shell roof boxes. The smart easy
way to get more out
of your car and the
mast out of your
spare time.

Price compa-
rable with
average towbar
FOR TRADE
ENQUIRIES

| TEL: 5614550 .

'S.N. CANVASWORKS AND

MARQUEE and “
TENT HIRE
w) Manufacturers of ...
* Marquees * Tents *
* Tarpaulins * ||
* Gazebos *
= * Army Webbing
Asser Bags *
mm= * Haversack *
e Laundry Bags *
‘\:: * Boat Covers *
~ * Car Covers *
* Truck Covers *
*Chair Covers *
PHONE : 324387/325878

A/H :493425
FAX : 325878

.

H

TARPAULINE HIR

DO YOU FEEL THE URGE TO
. ADVERTISE?
WITH US THAT URGE CAN

BECOME A REALITY!

CALL US NOW BEFORE ITS ALL TOO
' " LATE! e

BAY CLUB PUBLISHERS

-WE DON'T HASSLE-
WE SERVE!-

FAX: 3040469 FAX:3040469
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BOULDER CORDURA 751t
BACKPACK R369-00
JAGUAR TRAVELLER BACKPACK
R407-00

BENEDORM 3 SEASONS SLEEPING
BAG R274-00
COLUMBIA  CORDURA/TUFLITE

TRAVEL PACK R384-00
KESTRAL 3 MAN TENT
R712-00

Trade Lrouiios 345 Wes! Stieet

53 Hunte Shact Durban
Duiban (031 3049551
(031) 328261

Fan ., (031) 370864
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All the gear.
All the advice.
Since 1873.

MENS- PCT BOOTS
R209-00
LADIES PCT BOOTS
R198-00
COMPANION H-MAN TENT
R615-00
WFUDU MARK2 3 MAN TENT
R529-00
BERGMASTER SURVIVOR 3
SLEEPING BAG
R274-00

23 Uniion Main 199 Piatermaiitz Stieet
41 Qld mam Road Pietetnoniizburg
Pinetown (03313 420181
(031) 7010278
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