DURBAN RAMBLERS CLUB

CHAIRMAN HON, SECRETARY : HON. TREASURER ¢
F. C. WOODWARD MARGARET MOORE BOB FERNS
PHONE 2-1657 (BUSINESS! PHONE 36676 (RESIDENCE) PHONE 23511 (BUSINESS)
P.O. BOX 1063,
’ !
FOUNDED 1832 R DURBAN.

FIXTURES FOR AUGUST 1956,

FRIDAY 3RD: Bring your fomily and frisnds along to the
Zrojoetion Room, katal Tocehnieal Collcge
bulldlﬂg, qest Strest, at 7.45 p.m. t0 sce
& BU.PER SLIDE SHOW arrangud by the Raunblers!

— Photographic Section. tiost of the Slides
¢ which will be shown have becn taken on hikes
N~ and at canps, S0 you nay oven Seo yoursslf on

L

the screen. COsST: 2/6d.

SUWDAY 12TH: Lindis will be leuading to-day's hikc to tho
NONGWAIE FALLS, lorrics tra welling via the
couth Coast ROudn COST: *“HMBIRS 4/6d,

VISITORS

SATURDAY 25TH: Tiho Acble Prizes and Certificates will be
prescnted tonight at a SOCIAL DANCE ot the
Westville Hotel. Ploase meet outside
"addisons in Commercial Road at 7.15 p.m,

N ' COST: 5/-,

SULNDAY 28TH: ow we shall see who the latenomers from last
night's Dance arec as they will no doubt be
conspicuous by their sbsonce on to-day's hikc -
which Dymock will be lcadine $5 BOTTLLIECE

lﬁ/} FALLS. e lorries will travcl via Pinstown,

coST: 4/-~.

L A R L R I N A T

WOTA BENE: Over the first weokond 1n Eupt"mbcr, i.c.
Soptember lst, 2nd, -~nd Srd, a Comp is to be
held st ORIBI GORG@. All aotalls will be
supplicd with the ncxt lewsletter, but in the
meantine keun this narticulsr we ckond frae on
your calendar.,

LAC A B R A I B B I Y B I A R S

P.S: The BEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE LEETING will be hold

NOTE: Unless otherwise %&e@iﬁ%@%ﬁ@%&i&éﬁ;?rﬁilﬁ%&?{ar?&wgﬁeﬁveﬁ&aq' 8.30 a.m.
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Wlow the ..erriemakers did provide for thé Inner Tribesmaon
(and which is very proper dnest man, in this context, embrace
woman)’, -And the Tribe of Ram Iler did fall upon the food with
much gusto. ;

The repast over, did Mer Vyn go‘to the front and sesing the
multitude, peacefully settled to drink and talk until judgment
day, didst teach them, saying: ,

"Rlesssed be ye, my brethren, for this be the year that leaps
and therefore shell the women of the lribo make 4he first advances
to the men for the dances. Vsea, verily, we have some tastoe
forfeiwe for thoss maidens wiho 4o not dance whilst there be men
to sprre. And there be forfoits too for any man whoe saysth nay
to the comely maiden."

And, turning to the [Musicmakers did Mcr Vyn addr-ss thom
saving S

"On with the dance when Youth and Plcasure ncet
To chase the glowing hours with flying fect."

And then the .usicnakers did sport with waltzes, tangos,
forxtrots and FPaul Joncs. Topily, voerily, T say unto you that
" pavir bufors in the Story of ths Tribe have SO many danccd 80
mueh in so fow minutes.

Tow ths Chief of the Musicmakers didst arrange the Dance of
the Shekcls and the worthy winners reccived thetir awards by the
hand of Dyn Jock, : o

Too soon did the feast &hd the merry-naking finish and couse
the Tribce of Ram Gler to loave the Groat iall of Rhum-~Below in
ths Land of Un Zilo.

Ysa, our Committee of verricnokers under the lesdership of
Mer Vyn doest give us goodly menories of happy gathcrings.

CIICLE  Re&E'S  COLUMN:

Deoar Unclec Rae, .
Do you know what good clcan fun is?
Yours, GEOrgo.

D.ar Goorge,
Wo, what good is 1%%
Yours, Uncle Rad.
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JILE TO N'WABI SUMMIT.
Sunday, 24%thi June, 1956.

Your zditor's favourite hike is to W'wabi Summit. Three
yoars ago a homosick [ronsvaler wendercd Up to the Merket Placs
with doubts in his mind and mine-dump send in his turn-ups.
After a wonderful day ho dseeided that Tatol scenery and Durban
Remblurs were not so bad aftcr all, It was on this hike that
the name, "BEocrowors™ stuck. S50 this wae more thon o hike 49
me - it wes o pilgriszege.

: The hike had & late and scratchy start. One lorry set off
mucin leter than the other, but caught it up ncar Pinetown.
Teidoo's staff werc at “action stations" as we trooped in on our
fortnightly raid.

_ Than we trundled along the unfamiliar Heriznhill rond to the
Efy?onﬁst:ry whoge size was quite astonishing - the buildings and

garceng scomcd to strotel along for miles, and corny cracks werc

ezxchanged about Monks and their dirty habits, The nexzt obstacle
wae a nasty lovol-crossing, and then off we nilod.

Tic countryside looked very prrched nnd brown as we hiked
clong kaflfir paths and through Zulu bockynrds. ATtcr on hour
or so we had 1o cross the river, trying to avoid getting wet.
I% was not cesy os cverybody on the banks tried to splash the

, Crossers.
L4
The noisiest poople were the vicennins who entertained ue
i with a novel "birthday-suit". dance.

Lindicgot things moving after lunch, for it was a long,
tough hike baek. roipnts medical degree did not help her on
the second river crossing. A lo0ss stone, and splesh - %o had
o Doctor in the river. She hod to finish the hike in borrowed
i . __Alothss,
e )
I s

From river-lovel we climbed high up on the cliff cnd walked
along o woll-definca poth which head been bullt to carry an
irrigation pinc. It wes like flying, high above the river and
the sunlit countryside. The river water -  or "billharzia
cocktail" - mede n welcome and rafroshing drink.

The frmous featuro of the N'wabi hike is the tisht-rope
contest., At times the pipelinc spans decp gorgos. Hero T
‘ quote TFronk Tullsy's clessic dsscrintion from "D Durbaa Ramblort
i doted June 1954

"After climhing past ths slulces, we followcd = path cut
out of the slde of the kranz, to what is the longest fttightrone!
of all. Many were thoy, who, with nerves of stcel ond soles of
rubber, tiptoed along the pipe, studiously ignoring the twcnty




foot drop below them.” , ‘ .

The annual mirsele repested itself, and everybody arrived
in one piece a2t the lorries. It was not as cold on the honeward
Journey 28 we -had foared, but bad e¢nough., It is amazing how - *
noany poople eon fit under one blanket. .- :

0liT CORNER:

Cne of the fovouritse songs in the Ramblersg!t rgpertoire is
"Hlondike Eaton, Losrn th. words, heweomers, and jdin in next
time: -

Oh the crazy bar saloon was as crowded a5 could be

And frem the old picno cnme a haunting mclody,

There vwers gamblers, thore vero miners, a'dancing ‘'round
the floor

whien suddenly thoere cane a knock upon the door.

[t wos Klondike Kate from the Goldun Gate,

The night was derk cnd the hour lato.

They used o ¢nll hor TLitty" $111 she ceme to Dowson City,
Now sho's kpnown along the Yukon as "Klondike Iicte®

Chozus:
: S0 kate - Door Kate - Poor Hatc - Poor Keoto
l {Plus last linc of previous verse, in each crso)

Mow she hoé to knock bocause thoere was no bell,

and 28 she ontered thot lowdown cell ky/
She wos looking for a jossor, nsmc of "Dan the Doubla- crosscr
Aund the crowd ¢xpoeted trouble from hlondike Kate.

Cuorus:

As she cnuaght the ove of that lowdown zuy

Sho fired her 'shot ond %hoy heard him ery,

TYou dirty dog", sho blurtcd, "I'm the bride that you
. dosgrtcdr,

48 ho dicd he left o widow, 'twas Klondikc Kate.

Choruc:

the Jlounties camne and they pinched thaot dane,

he cerowd got sorc and they shouted, "“Sheme !

The sune bogen to rattlc but the Lountics won tho battle
And.the gaolers found a new addross for Klondike Keato,

chorus:
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viovi ths Judge snid PGuel! Ve motte find a troe,

Theé ong we havs is only 2 foot 3, . 3

If wo':e going to hnng »oor hatie we must woit until she's
egightym™,

5w they'ru waiting for the tres to grow for Klondike Eate.

Chorus:

S5hor Lntc - 2oor Lote -~ Poor Latc - Pobr kKoto,
Wowthorae's nothing loft for me 1o soy thout ¥londikse Late.

f

DEVIA OF THE  MELLA-HSLLs CAMP,
by Dennis Rachmann.

. Teaving the Haerket Place at 2.15 p.m. on Saturday afternoon,

h--/July 7th, just over 20 Ranblers and gear packed into the lorry.
Anert frow a short break at Sinetown we made steady progress and
srr.ved at Riec.mond at 5.05 p.m. ere was demonstrated a new
aetlod of alighting - vour Reporter feels it was a little too
fasv.

Thanks %o Mr. Tony Jeudwins, explicit directions enabled us
t~» find the campsite in the dark,

By the time Rob, Gorden, Cat, Colleen and Margaret arrived
by car, half the camp was up and dinner wWas almost finished.
The chores over, all gethered around the fire singing until close
on midnight, when several snergetic types rambled up the hill
across the river. \ridast the inky darkness here and there a
ligut would wink or splutter and die as the different kraals
composed themselves in slumber.

) Returning to Camp we split up bto our seyeral tents, buf
& leep wee out of the guestion. Tneouraged to further efforts
y eries of "Shurrup" one tentful nanaged to keep the others
awaxs most of the remaining hours of darkness.

with the light of the rising sun wo first viswed the peak
of tho Hella-THelle hill with its shecr-sided summit surveying
tne countryside in all its majosty. After a latish broakfast
soveral groups hiked up the rive mile long road to see the other
sida of the hill. Trom points of vantage we saw the Umkomaas
winding through the steenly-vwalled valleys belows

in the afternoon we indulged in ericket. muturce Springbok
csloctors would be well adviszced to consider Jock as a speed nan
and vargarct es & stoady attacking howler. :

Dinncr call care and we relished Rob's mutton stew and
Colluun's banena custard. Later, wihen sitting arouhd the camp-



-
fire, Dennis Cauvin produced a fine cocoa brew.

iJonday morning came in with a not 99 hopeful eloud
formation dimming the rising sun. Ilowover, the clouds soon
¢leared and we basksd in the glorious sunshine. Jock scored
10-10 for the porridge.
] -

.r. Payn, his daughter and grandchildren paid.us a visit

and were highly interestced in our Club. s

By widmorning most of the campbrs were swimming or lazing
on the sandy shore until lunchtine,

Thercafter we struck camn, clecarsd tho grounds of our debris,
&nd boarded the lorry for Richmond wherc we refreshed ourselves "
at the Richmond  otel. The camp really cnded therc with the At
crowd juining hands and singing "Auld Long Syne", for it was a
drowsy lorryload that left Richmond for home.

FLASHES TFROHL  CAIP:

e salute the tenderfsot who considered the highlight of
the camp to be Fred's Specdflash.

seotty's radio docsn't cven work with other beoples' batteries,

The Sanitary ingincers are recommonded for further dutics
of this naturec,

What happened to Scotty's wmoustache?

SOCTAL WEWS:

Our host wishes for the Tuturs are extendcd to Ivan Fowsll
who wae married in Durban on July 7th.

From all aceounte Dymock Parr onjoyed his trip overseas,
and 1t is goed to sce him out on the hikes again.

Shirley Dodds has desorted her bugs for the sphore of ]
Piology t.z2ching at an African Governmont Zecondary fchool at
Goromonzi -~ cobout 25 miles from Salisbury. Che is still
continuing hor mountaineering activitiss and has scen Afcnie
Cocxburn and Tan van dcr Lingoen.

Ly DEMBERS ¢ We extend a hearty welcome to the following:-
durguerite Ayre; Cliff Jones; Joy Langford; Kathleen Pearson.



