% DURBAN RAMBLERS CLUB

CHAIRMAN : HON. SECRETARY: HON, TREASURER:

F. C. WOODWARD MARGARET MOCRE DUDLEY SAVILLE

PHONE 2-1651 (BUSINESS) FHOMNE 36676 (RESIDENCE) PHONE 21353 (BUSINESS)

3 P.O. BOX (063,
FOUNDED 1882 DURBAN

FIXTURES FOR DECEMBER 1955:

SULIDAY 4TH: Tgs ig londing to-day's hike to VIITE ROCK HILL
. in the Umbumbulu distriet, lorrics trovelling

vir the South Const Rond. This hikc is in o
Metive Roscrve arcr so the cost will be:-

LHMBERS :  5/6d.

VISITORS AND NON-PAID-UP IEIBIRS: 7/-.

«

TULSDAY ©oTIH: Exccutive Committec llecting ot Frank woodward's
residenes, 2 Roeky Tidgo Goed, Fillery, ot
8 p.n. 2leoss moet ot Reed & Chamnions'!
corner ~t V.30 p.ze shorp.

SATURDAY 10TF: If you haven't shown your fnec for some ronths
thon now is the time to romedy that - come
along cnd Join in the Christmes snirit -t
tonight's SO0CILL DAWCE ot the “festyville Hotel
ot 8 n.m. Slcesc mect outside liaddisons in
Comnorcicl Road % 7.15 »n.m. CoST: 5/-.

SUNDAY 18TH: The 1nst hike of the veonr will be to the PUMP
T0USE in the Umgenl Valley. Lcs will be
1nding, ~nd the lorrigs will trovel viao

the Worth Const Road. cosT:  4/-.

please note that the first hiko in ths Yew Yoor will be
on Sunday, Jonuary €th, whon wo shell visit the SHONGWEUT FALLS.

«.

....... @ 8 8 4 40 v e 82 a s e

CERISTY¥ LS GCRZETINGS.

The Chrirmon ~nd oxocutive Committee extend to all mombers
of the Club their very best wishes for o liorry Christmas and o
hoppy and successful Tow Yonr. :

The Club rlso extonds Chiristmas ond Uew Yenr Greetings to
tho Plosermaritzburg Remblers, Johannesburg Hiking Club, Tatal
viountnin Club, the Peninsula Ramblors, Pretoria Ramblers,
+he Umteli iiountoin and Cutdoor Club, and the Toraruc Tramping
Club in Wew Zoslond. :

NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, all outings will start from the City Market Warwick Avende, at 8.30 a.m.
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EDITORIAL:

Tt is amazing how lucky we have been with the weather this
year. The sun always seems t0 come out on hiking Sundays, and
the turn-oubs have become more and more encouraging. Oribi Camp
and our iaritzburg weekend vere outstandingly successful, and
those who attended these will be able to nurse happy remortres for
a long time. '

BIG TONE AT ORIEI GORGE:

4 rough-clad mob gathered in the shadows of the market-nlace
on the night of Friday, October 7th. There was a happy atmosphere
as they said goodbye to the gepers, squeezed sormehow onto the lorry, .
and vanished, singing, down Umbilo Rroad.

The second party, on: faturdesy afternoon, wedged themselves
anto lianaran's covered lorry and jogeed down the South Coast Foad
with & series of alarming explosions, and smothered in diesel smaoke.
The veather was cool, the eountryside green, the sea blue, and the
Ranblers were off to canp. .

Stovping at Hepny Days Cafe, Libberdene, we stretched our legs
and soon bought out their stock of bubble gum. The sun was set-
ting as we clattered ovsr tiie wobbly road and rail combined bridge
spanning the Uszimkulu -  how glad ve wore wien our wheesls turned
once more on solid ground.

e turncd inland and travelled in the dark, winding up and
down the pass, and ocecasionally we could make out the outline of a
cliff. Tic lorry struzgled up the final hill, then two gates had
to bs opened, and we stopped 1n the middlo of a black void.
Tights soon moved towards us and thoers worc the Ramblers with their
torchos, After a cheerful rcunion, xit was unloaded and s»paces
claimed in the tenbs.

1y first impressions of the  camp-sitc were winding paths,
roeks, and silent noole walting for carcloss fcet to step into

them. e kitehon was floodlit, however, and we found the stow
bubbling busily. ing:la was prevaring e dolghy substance which
did not tasts too bad with custard. L

Lftor dinner, scatecd around the camn-fire, Mevilic Doo
thrilled us with his fino voiec, and Claude and the two Robins
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did well with the Student Prince songs. To bed at nidnight, but
it was many hours before the last Zambler droppcd off to slocp.
That would be a crininal wasto of time at canp.

On tie Sunday morning it was hard to crawl out and faco tho
world. after breekfast nost of the crowd clamberod to the bottom
of the Gorge to liv on the rocks, ek Thomas bet that ke eould
float across tho podl on a lilo without gotting wet. e lost,
and paddled wetly back to the bank.

Latcr, we interustoedly watchcd lackie, Frank, Zdgar, the
lantz sistcrs, and Georgs " rapson, inching their way up the face
of Baboon Castle.

It was a lazy sconc after lunch. loscmary shaved somc of
the boys with more cothusiasn than skill. Things did not romair
calm for long =~ a violently struggling _ditor, bound hand and \o-
foot. and with a bag over his hcad, was dragged and dumpcd in the
river, in the muddicst hole imagihabls.

Zven a steady drizzloe that night couid not intorfere with
tie camp-firs sing-song. #£11 the old songs vers brought out,
sone sad, SomMe guy. "The ‘uartorasstoer's Storc™ carricd on end-
lcssly, cvery momber at Camp being montioned, with Cloudo breaking
in cvory now and thon with his Lonssomc Polecat song. Eventually
the rein drove cveryone to shcltor, and then to bed.

2ob Philp's bvirthday was ocuictly colebrated on Yonday morn-
ing. The woatuer was coldur and- overeast and, after breakfast,
& varmly-dresssd mob hikcd over the veld to the Famous Overhanging
Roek where artia and Torry indulgod in som: dangerous-looking
aerobatics on'the =dge. : )

: Aftor luneh we set $o-vork 9 strike comp. It looked a
shomblss at first, but sventuclily sverything was sorted cut and )
nobody could suspcct that fifty hapoy pcople head mnade thoir homeno
there. &t the ibtel we stoppod for o fow moments 4o say goodbye
to our losts, njor Jufforice and his wifo.

It was o dusty jJjourney home for the .orecdes possongers,
and o snug, confortable one Tor those who trovelled under the
terpnulin on the Albion. Th: sondwiches wont down well, and wo
stopped 2t & tearocom <on routc to i1l un thoe fow remeining gaps.
As we journcyed northwards lights from passing cors 1is up &
npeaccful sesnc, and 214 and nev songs nassced the time until we
recehsd Durban. :

Our thanks go' to Rob Dolton =nd his Committes, to ‘ajor nnd
wrs ldefferies, and to the lote President Truper who was resnorn-
sible for the 1Cth Octobsr being « Public olidey.




TIE ORIBI ORACLE SAYS:-

Girls: Bewsre of Bob Ferns - ¢ sticks his ncek out in
unoexpoctcd placcs.

it the next Oribi Comp cach Rambler rust provide his own
tick-bird. : .

Did Sdear zet o licencce o drive that/hofso?
iy didn't Sheila got wet?

s honc thnt Claude docs not remcin o lonely »olecats for
lonz. :

Tenember - whcre thoero's o owill thero's = raelantive!l

wiTER SPORTS AT BCULDER POOL:
Sunday, Octobor 2urd.

Eoulder Pool turnzd out to be the ideal swirraing snot; ond
Af tho bust wo have come scross this yoar. It wes decp and
fairly clesn, nnd an overhanging troc canc in useful for scramb-
ling rnd geaoersl Iorzan work. On top of =11 this the woather
was just right - warm, but not too hot.

About sixty hikers turned up at the markset place, including
guite a number of visitors, braving the unimnown. It had rained
very hard for a few days before but sonehow, miraculously, the
sky had eaptisd itself early that sundey norning. ile journeyed
inland through a sparkling, dew-fresh landscaps, and ground to a
stop at Pinetown. llere we were delayed at aldoos for some tims
since our two soda-jerkers, Robin and llervyn, wers new to the job.

The next rause was at Kioof Station to pick up Anne, a fresh-
faced visitor, whilst her sister, Theresa, rode alongside on her
norse and enjoyed an enthusiastic welcome from ths nale Ramblers.

Lindie had decided to alter the usual bush-beating route to
the Pool as the normal path would have been too slippery and
unnleasant after the recent rains. Instcad, we took an easier
nath down the gsrass-coversd hill further along, dropped to the
river, and within scconds were dunking in the nool.

Harrv's 1lilo was launched and becare very ponular. At one
stage tures Namblers crosscd the pool on it. arge and Margarct
hed not takoen costumes but managed to borrow rugbhy Jjerscys and
srarts for thoir swim - v ry Tetching they looked, 520.
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Tt wag plecasant to relax on thce massive boulders, but
rather diffiecult to movec about the pienie spot. A falss step
would mcan a sudden drop to ths depths of tho pool. Thare wero
plenty of nugs to bo filled, but Lindic scemgd to have an
inoxusustible supnply of tea and sO wWo sottled down to lunch and
sorie Oribi scandal.

The blggest cxeltoment was caussd by an olivc-green sneake
which appearsd in the river. Tech eye-vitness had his own
opinion as to its lonath and glrth. It was pinned to the river-
bod by a skilfully-thrown rock, but befor. ws could find a knifc
with which to kill i% it had freod itsclf and disgppcared indig-
nantly iato the bush.

Your fditor had his rcvenge at last - & quieck, nainless
shove, and Mick, fully ¢lad, tonplcd into the river. our naew
girls huddlcd togother when B0y Werd threatencd with a ducking
but at last they wecre lct off. N

The motuprn hike wes fairly stiff, and the usual clump of
stragglers gravitatcd to the ond of the line. Tho lorrics werc
waiting at the top of the hill and the oldor members wers soon
at vasc =nd showcd thse newcomers how to Jigseow thensclves on
board. uge, raincoats and gloves wers rroduccd, but it was not
st all cold.

low that summer is hore the daylight hours are longer, and
we reachsd Durban well before dark. ’

UNCLE RAR'S COLUNN:

Doar Unclc Rae,
iy Tnsurancc Company vants to know how my Father died. ™

was hanged. That should I tell them? N
"Distrosssd”

Desr "Distrcescd®,

You could say that ho wes taking part in an iwportant
official function wicn the platforn gave way.
Tnecle Rac. .

SOCIAL RAWD !

“*- hear that Laurcl snd 2 rey ncid will soon be resident
in 'Maritzburg. "¢ hope it will be possible for them to attend
somo of our futurc hikes.



- 5 -

Our bcst wishes for tho futurce erc extended to Sybil Boddy
{nsc Shephard) whose marriage took plaece on Saturday, Vovember 12th.

SPLCIAL REPORT ON " ARITZBURG ' EZKEND
5th and 6th Wovember, 1955,

A crowd of happy Ramblcrs gathcercd at Stuttafords' corner on
the aftsrnoon of Guy Fewkcs Day. For wceks wc had been looking
forvward to this wcakend. hn o4d assortment of luggage was piled
high on the pavomont, and onc by onc the cars set off for the Cepital -

The reunion at the Camden a eouprle of hours later was jusst
as cheerful, es telcs of adventures on the road werc recountaed.
The Barman ot the Hotel had his annual shake-up, and after refresh-
aents a party sct off to wesh ewey treavel stains in the open-air
swimning beth. Here the sditor's now motoring cap was sadly
abused and nevor looked the samc again ofter scvercl neosple had
dived off the top board in ib.

. Sixty Ramblers sat down to dinner =% o long table in the
dining—room that night. Tho mial did not remcin quict for long.
Tha "brass hats™ of both Clubs made specches, ahd tozsts were
drunk to the success of the wokond.

The Collcgians Clubhousc in tho Showgrounds was the venuc for
the Donee ond was soon crowdad with rombling types from both Clubs.
WG werc weleomed by two vivacious but masculine-looking ladies.

The Clubhouse was ideal - an intimste, informal atmosphore, and
& good Band: the Ramblers and e few gote-crashors had the floor
well packed. i

A fceture of our annual combincd eocinl is the cntertainment,
and this yesr both Clubs did their best. Don Allison and ong of
his sidckicksrs dressed up 2s cats <nd screnaded caech other befors

loading o Snowball Dzncs. slaritzburg's noxt enterteinment was
more highbrow - a eclussieal version of "0Old lother Hubbard®.
This reflected on thoe cultural vocuun in the Durban Club - I

hecard laughter during the most scorious moncnte.

The Burban Remblers' Ballet Gompany put on 2 boautiful ‘
voreion of "Swon Loke'. Tohind tho secnos we cought a glimpss
of Erisn Clerk with his heiry chest ond drosscd in a littlc
frilly skirt. The ballet come to grief, however, when Les!?
costume slipped and a couplc of socks fcll onto the floor.

The Dconec went happily onverd «and ended officially ot mid-
night. But this was the "iritzburg wockend ond it was too
enrly to cven think of going to bed. - Ruvellers trooped back
to the Camden =t various times throughout the small hours.
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‘e wore supposcd to mect the 'aritzburg Iamblsrs ot the
nerkot-nloce at 8.30 n.m. A%t thot time mony Durbanites wers
g%ill rolling in %o bronkfast fecling as if lannrem's lorry had
hit them, but frontic cetivity goft us cwgy by 8 a.m. Refore
satting of f wo lsft cur luggnge 2t Don Allison's home .

Lt 1lrst o proccssion of cars of all shapos and ages vere on
their way through vattle pl:ntations 1o Howick. Therce Dave
Gonrd wes stotioncd to dircct us onto the farm road lending ta
zrkloof. "¢ onded up on a rough treek whieh potered out in the
- veld, and parked in o cluster.

The Tioritzburg folk Lnd planned nn cnsy hike, and we trovel-
icd slowly to appreciate the beouty. Tow diffsrent it scvcmed to
our cocstal hiking country - it was frosh nnd ns groen as the

‘lawns in Mitchsll Park. "¢ hiked through a Tinc forest with a
soft carpet of ncedles bencath our foot. There wes tho river
curging strong rnl brown through the velley below us. A roar~
of weter. announccd our ~rrival., thers wos a Tifty foot drop to
ths docp pool bolow, with plenty of room to raelax on tho
surroundiny rocks.

The Clubs 2ot on well toguther over "liaritzburg's execllent
brow. It ves -~ new ideq, moking the tes without sugor and each
drinker helping himsclf.

Tho pool was good for swimming, .nd Ranblers worsé soon flonting
cround on logs »nd the bditor's long-suffuring lilo. After
luneh, partics sct off to view the woterfells. The Zarkloof Falls
cre benutiful - obout 300 feet high, thundering down into ¢
doup, wooded gorgc. Somc of the morc cnsrgetic types scrembled
down to the bottom - they could not hove given it such a big
tonk the night heforc. uturning to the picnic spot we found
that o snckc had boen killod therc.

The afternoon shrdows gpurrcd us on ~nd we made our rolue’ 1t
woy back to the coar-pork, savouring the last hour of the N~
nritzburg weskend,

Partice turncd up onc aftor cnother o% Don's home to collect
their Vaggrssc. The young Allisons were hard on "Unele Scotty™,
serambling oll over him,

So back wo travelled to Durben aftur one of the- Club's
sayost funétions of the youor. Cur symprthies go to Bob Forna
whose cor'e main bearing pocked in on the journcy up - we
hore he '1l goon be moblls again.

N 2ZIBERS ¢ ‘¢ weleome the following to the Club:-

Jern Amiss, Yug Campbell, Jill Tuboer. Annc awrbert.
Down Leilbbroandt. LuG Heiedwn. Macve Jorkman.



