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) (e O FIXTURES DECFMBER 1967
Sunday 3rd Hike to Ravens Ridge with Mike Castleden leading.
Rt Lorry leavss the Market Flace at 3.30 a.m. '
Members 55 cents Visitors 65 cents
Tuesday 5th Executive Committec meeting at Audrey Ralph's® o
chdes b home, 15 Glenmcra Crescent, Durban North, at -
8.00 p.m. : '

Saturday 9th  Christmzs Dinnc: Dance : 5 Durban High School
s 01ld Boys Club. ' e

Cost R..75% per parson. Tnc'ides supper.

Buy your own drinks. ’

B
i

Dance to the "Judge for Sound ~oup.
Contact Neil 4884n
Laurence 27425
Miko 857434 - :
Sunday 17th. Hike to Shongweni Falls with iiobble Booker
%eadingw Lorry leaves the Market Place at
-30 aomv ! ' i

Members 59 cents ViéitorsiBS cents.,

And that seems to be that for this year. There is plenty coming
up next year, and when T work up the 2nergy, and Trecover from
Christmas, I will let all you lucky people have a circular, a
maggzine would be asking far too much at that timo of the year.

Please don't forget that the A.G.M. comes up early in the new
year, at which we will be locking for prunple to Ao 211 those
exciting things connect~d with the club, like ®ditor, and _
Chalrman, and Treasurer. =~ Volunteer and you can have your name

at the top of the magazine too.

.
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HIKE TO WOELD'S VIEW by FALLEN ARCHES . BT -3

After a misunderstanding about the time of departure most of us
left Durban at about 7.50 s.m. for the Pietermaritzburg Market
Square where we met the PME hLamblers. I was surprised to see
more Durban Ramblers than our hosts. W:11 done Durban.

Leaving the Market Square our hosts led the way to the point from
where we were to start cur hike.

Very damp underfoot, we made our way along a very muddy track =~
taking one step forward and two back. It felt like a skating
rink. Don Allison led us through pleasant wooded surroundings,

Many a time when the leaders took thz long way round the lazy ones
cut the corners and a few remarks were passed about their laziness.
We crossed the main railway line, hoping that a train would not
appear at the time. Uphill we went and then slong the straight
and 3bout 11.00 we stopped for tea. This took us by surprise
because we do not practise this. Anyway we joined in and had

tea which lasted about half an hour.

Whilst seated many of the Durban Ramblers tock the opportunity
to read their newspapers, which they could not do before as they
had to leave home early. fter tea we crossed the railway line
for a second time. During our stop I happened to sea a train
go by, and thought how lucky we were in the timing of the two
Crossings.

After the railway the uphill climb really started- actually it
was not stesp at all. It is terrible to think how many

Durban Ramblers were put off by this hike when they heard it was
a stiff one. Whether it 1s stiff or not they should all turn
up, otherwise they cannot call themselves Ramblers.

We secemed to tzke rather a winding pathway, and twice two girls

who were in front with ths leader took the wrong turning and had
to be called back. dMen ars rezlly bullies, Light in front of
me was one young man masking a lady practically run up the hill

without once letting her stop. She even wanted to talk to me,

but he would not let her. This will have to bas rectified,

Tverytime we stopped for a rsst someons from our club would call
out -~ TEA., No prizes for guessing who.
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AAt one of our stops our enthusiastic photographers found an

orange toadstool. What a performance to photograph this, what
with tripod having to be fixed in a certdin position and bending

down-to set his camera. I heard the photographer mention that -

he had made a mess of the shot. Another remark overheard was
that this photographer was waiting for the fairies to appear so
that they could be included in the shot. I must have sharp
ears to hear all these remarks. I did not wait for the end of
this performance but sincerely hope that the picture comes out.

Before most of us had realised it, we had stopped for lunch .=
12.45 p.m. and not 2.00 p.m. as we had expected. All made
themselves comfortable on the wet grass and moss., Some
sensihle people had brought plastic to sit on, of course there
were others who were not so clever.

Qut came the cameras again -this time it was a drop of water with
a spider hanging underneath. One of the girls asked whether
they were afraid that the spider would get away, because they
were all taking photographs one after the other. These :
photographers do get carried away. *

It seems that an outing doeces not go by without some drama

One of the Durban Famblers cut his knee and had to have it
attended to by one of our nurses. 4 few people offered t3
amputate his leg but he did not take up the offsr. I do not
blame him with our bloodthirsty lot hanging around. Quite a

- bit of fuss wag made over this cut. Do not worry, this perscn

thoroughly enjoyed the attention he was given, With the little
bit of drama over, and after 2 very short 4 hr lunch hour, they
were ready for the homeward trek.

Well I bet none of you knew that we had a "flower child" amongst

T us., Yes we have one - no nsame shall be mention=d just in case

I get beaten up, but those on this hike will know to whom I am
referring. There this person was, skipping down the road as
light as a fairy, with flowers in his 2ars and mouth and some in
his hands. Most of us had a good laugh out of it.

Having reached the top of the hill and had a good look round we
then started our climb down - actually I should say our slide
downhill amongst the Christmas trees and I heard one member say
that this was the first time she had been on top of a Christmas
tree. The temptation was too great and I turned round and said
it would be the last time as well.

At the bot tom of this hill we came across a railway line that
had -been used about ten yesrs ago. It looked as though it could



o g ——— e T

have been much .O0ULST - "o nmbied along this railway line battling |
against the undergicuia ~ LOW snd then someone being hit in the
fac by one of the irese branches.

After walking quiie scie way along this line we came to 2 tunnel
through which we hsd wo wall. I just put my feet down and

noped for the bsst 2. »af oo dark. When I reached the other
end the cloud of cust behind looked as though we were a herd »f o
cattle. ' .
0ff we trudged sgoin. 57ur £allen tree trunks, dodging brambles ¢ |
for féar of being¢ cciatehed, s~d eventually reching the pecint

where we had to doscend. lost of us slipped at leasi tkroe=-

guarters of the visy Aswyn, and one person actually slid z22. th

way down on his botirnd I hope his pants are still in &2 P Ce.

At this stage wo weore uot very far from the cars, but the PiB
" Bo..8 felt that we were too early , so they took us uphill again

when everyone least evvactzd 17, After this climb we were on our

last leg home and €vo™; saam 4 to step it ocut to xet back to

the cars.

As we came round the List coruner the cars came into sigh%, and

who should be thers b.> Pip, Brian and two others who 'iappened

to miss us at tha Uariat Square. Thay gave a Very pnaT SXCUSe,

which, luckily for #ati, T connot remember. They hav: bzen let

off very lightly th.s time.

They made an attempt T» foller us but lost our prints at the

second crossing o the csilway iine. after this they gave upb,

and feeling hungry they o o their lunch on the way back o the

car. '

Then everyone za’'1 grci-byes and thank-yous to the Maritzburg _
Ramble~s for a very caioyable hike, '
On the way back o Durbua 1 happened to look out of 3y buck of )
the car. Over *re arca througn which we had been hikins 1t was X
pouring with rair. Win were very fortunate that it hcol reld off

for us. -
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Funny the way ruacw.rs g0 round. Heard one the other cay about
a magistrate in the club having to try one of the club menbers.
Appears he went througn a red robot. Perahps we could supply
this magistrate witn a 1ist of zlub members. Might heln

-
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Its thut time of thsz nogtl ggain. iagazine is due out. You
have fina.ly o veryone to gilve you the articles they
promi=sa. a. got the typist to type the stencils
with CLJ( ol ort each nage. You think you are

G set to go
Just onc thing. There is something you have forgotten. Like

‘ an article on o hike, .Hurried phone call to typist. She says
she can type tne stencll 1f she can collect the article at 11 a.m.
Abandon wil work. Kyite the story.

Boss catches you. 2 Tecble excuse, smiling at him even
~—more fesebliy, Coos away muttering words like redundancy under
his breath.

Finisn avticle. Typist doesn't pitch up until 2 p.m.

In the meantime yov have versuaded thotographic to print a picture
for ycu. Then yZa nave made ths cover, Then you have run a
mile *» Gestetner with it 'fcr them to mske one of their speecial
stencile

"Oh'" sa;s Kl
this ?ftu¢“rnn

1. "we®ll try, but I'm not surs he can do it by

arzve threats under breath re what will happen
now T LB

whan Vo cork the boss has missed you. You have
been avay fo; Yoo, In that time four fires have
‘broken cut, tiere npavso 0.1 three train crashss, and eleven

— people havn oft -cildings in Durban. Hedundancy looms
large:..

- Then 1 escade from .c.'™. ome vo fetch the car and be off to
town. Call in at 'ike's nlace to pick up the envelopes.
Long face. i hun oubt ef envelopes lika.

Run ovsr to ELXAF $o nick up some new ones. Mike says he can
have thcn ] he goss home for the evening. Fine,
Now rush deowm o Gestefner to pick up paper, ink ar dstencil.

The docrs asrve lockad, dirls inside ready to go home. On my
knees I implore them uvo let me in. My stencil is ready.

Pgper and ink I gzo ;, Ch dsaxr. Long faces again. 1t seems

*_.
S

that the stcre is lecked. sut one of them smiles sweetly and
goes of” to look for soms suvplies.
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Loaded with paper 2aé ink I lsava Gestetner.

Later I pick up thr -nvslopes from where I had arranged for Mike
tc leave them. There 1 +ind Neil busy making an advert that he
was going to maoke up thres weaks ago. Says he will drop it at
my place at cbout yuart=r past eight.

Fine.

Quarter past elght Tinds mo in Albert Park looking up at the
black windows of th= flat of the littls helper. She said that
she would be =t the Jlat ot guarter past scven.

Finally get ths hell in. fiush off to her parents flat. Note
on the door says "ek, ws huve gone off to my flat". Fush

back to Alvert Purk. “o wa'd cily waited an hour for sach other,
in diffarcent nlaces. '

And at. last we c2a star
in being zditor naxi y2=TT?YE wst be =ffici=nt.
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NEW ONEE, OLD OHFE, 44D SOLID GOLD SOUL ONFES

Always we enjoy welcoming new meThErS. This month there 1s
guite a crop.

Simon Hackett is-thz only male, The telephone numbers of

Jill Townsend, Helen lourne,; Joan Dibbon, Carol Ground, Ingeborg
Heumann, retn Gay (ilroy, Sara Proat, Carroll Ballack, Denise
Fobserts, i Teppars Fvans are available from the editor.
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Happy hikisg

9
0
!

az-m to be wandering off into the

As Ramblors pur mamnIrs
wild blas yonfds Jing and darion disappeusred
Tnglandw-ras, Twis ronth [ozks has left us to go home to
Erodesin.

syrning pulled on the mob at the crazy
snragemsnt of Tox Ledeboer
2gt wisnas to both of them. Latest
bs hnading overssas in the New Year.

Surprize of
sports was TY npuncarant of the
to Margarst I i
reports gay t

Chapman on s3zing a U.F.O0. racently.
A group.of spotiars nt some time up at Giaats and thailr
efforts woere amply rovsrded accerding to rzports in thc press.
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A young sun inrk2t place up
Thers forty c A orange truck
With ruesze sqd odqawsef tin eup L
Await ths ¢ o 7 new hi

dith 311 abosy
Cff inland v
Tenn to grest
Who all croad . in

Off we get on
And away we
“Wa lkinrr b\_.l-

From vlel to haigh c¢rag we scramble
Never think one o fcol

We struggle through clinging bramble
To look for a JCclud‘ﬂ tool

-‘Oftlmes the v : iz zounded
To call the G- ang ocun

And over the unhounded

Come many more iinn one

What now?
The lzader's
(For only K
fnd n@ll,—
Wwhile we 1in

Through the
We tread
(Our destinst i
TD the weloc »4
W8 have a londax

b audds @

(At last we flep doun at the riverside

The: feact b""iﬂ“ - ‘Ton hunger we eannob bear)
And there T¢r a0 hoursz we =bhide

At ‘rest on 4 non?  rack-chairp!

Iwo hours gzllom ~mov

Then off across “he Yiery veld w: trudge

Back through the brambles and 3usty paths

To get a plac: In the *“uck from which we cannot budge
whi le th_ukdar ¢ff 00ft weds snd warm baths
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Day is almost ovz legs now bended
The p@sg fight ctw
Then as the sun
We arrivs 2% the

a
i
=k

its 1ife ended
place with happy hearts.
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CRAZY_SPOETS RVFEIING

the Castleden's for this evening found
ssion. Just as a starter we all found the
half of ths name tag we had been given.

A1l those who made
it a wvery plsa
one with the

Then the games started. There were some old ones, some New ones
and unrehearssd f““lPLlOﬂu on the whole 1lot. There were dry
games like eating a whelc bun hanging from a string. There

were wsb ga *bs ( uhqt i3 meant literally ) like persuading
gomeone to s intec the2 rool. It wasn't gentle persuasion
either.

Wher 2veryone kan bzen just about half drowned Neil and his
very cﬂfﬂﬂlﬂnt committes called it z day and allowed the eating
to st j 11 neaded a solid foundation to bulld the rest

of *h“

Tows1 ivities came two shocks, Firstly
somc oger and his cretins had won ths
sports com T 0L ‘his was gz crﬂlly agreed by a cencensus

of thras qunr. 2 £ the folk present to b— robbery.

The sc of ing was when Fox and lleg announced
thelir cag: off a round of merry col gratulations
and ce L=l

Thercaftzr it
who soamed Go
phileosonhie:
Other o i
som vhau

a typical Ramblers party. There were some
sther under the affluence of inc....0dd
301ona seemad to bresk out in various spots.
£ 1"ousq1ons broke out in other spots
5 the scene of the party.

Strangely zuough o ong got thrown into the pool with all his

clot S013 ns though Neil's dousing of the mob from

the : sen forgctten. well, 1lets just keep

“em‘“ULmE pEcpin abeuf ib.

About 1 oizlock thinzs ssomed to quieten down a little, especially
as Neil & Cc d to b ocking for volunteers to help them

. dlcuﬁ finished ths party.

clean up.



