PO Box 1063 - DURBAN 4000

DEC - FEB 96
Title itt =
mber
Home MWork
Chairman Philip Gatenby 213592
Secretary Jean Bolstridge 258946 260-1603
Treasurer Margret Kirsten 3033418 211326
Day Hike Organiser Bill Hyslop 7016638 7018936
Trails Organiser Colin Turner 783517 ‘
Social Activities Janet Marsh 7681823
Organiser
Editor Jenny Hewitt 812478 260-2405
Weekend Organiser Nevil Walmsley 7052919 7018481
ADVANCE NOTICE : ANNUAL GENERAL MEE]ING N
TUESDAY 20 FEBRUARY 1996 ¢
Venue : New Germany Sports Club Time : 7.30 pm l
NB : Any special resolutions must reach the Secretary by no later

than TUESDAY 6 FEBRUARY.
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Please Note : 1996 SUBS ARE DUE ON 1 JANUARY 1996. Only paid-up members are
eligible to vote at the AGM. A Subscription form is on the back page.
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RECOMMENDED TRANSPORT FEES FOR FOR SALE R10.90 EACH
BERG HIKES PER PERSONM.
soutnegl,-n Berg R35.00 RAMBLERS Sun Hats 41 Y30 Dec Paradise Valley D 1.30 pm P 1.30 pm RS + reserve fee
Central Berg R40.00 i i
Northern Berg R40.00 . 12 |6 Jan Winston Park 2 D 1.30 pm P 1.45 pm RS5,00
':‘ha above prices include toll Contact: Bill Hysleop [ <f 13 Jan Umbilo Moss D 1.45 pm P 1.30 pm R5,00
ees.
7018996 W 20 Jan Kloof 2 D 1.30 pm P 1.45 pm R5,00
Country - Rlé HIRING OF EQUIPMENT FOR 10 §27 Jan Westville D 1.30 pm P 1.30 pm R5,00
g‘;“"“" Couples R20 MEMBERS t j2- 13 Feb  |winston Park 1 b1.30 pm P 1.45 pm |R5,00
ngls R30 TENTS R7.50 p/day
§°:P“”“;."“;; R25 deposit RS0.00 7 |10 Fev |palmiet D 1.30 pm P 1.30 pm
ntrance Fes R10 Contact Geral p
\ Bm:mera d Hall 251089 17 Feb Kloof 1] D 1.30pm P 1.45 pm
Prospective pembers must do THREE | Between R3 and RS p/d
day hikes or one Berg Trip. Hepantt Rsul?éuﬂr 24 Feb |Nqutu Gorge D 1.30 pm P 1.45 pm |R5,00
SLEEPING MATS R1.00 psday
HEETING PLACES : deposit R10.00
STOVE
DURBAN - Musgrave Park, Berea with fuel RS.00
PINETOWN - Union Main Centre 0ld | deposit R20.00
Main Rd Contact Philip Gatenby
DATE HIKE LEADER { MEETING EVENT DESCRIPTION
DETAILS
NEW MEMBERS
10 Dec |[John Van 8.00 Dbn CLIFFDALE - exploring the cliff
Welcome and ha hiki . {sun} Zyl 8.30 Ptn tops of the Cliffdale/Summer-strand
D’Eathea, Con Pepr?;ira. :gmtoﬂcg::rfolal;:?mmn? c.:-bers ) AL A S 427981 H Members R7 [area starting from the cars parked
e L pammons . 9032374 Visitors R9 |at Janet Marsh’s home-the venue for
many an enjoyable occasion in the
DECEMBER - FEBRUARY 1996 : HIKING past.
PROGRAMME
12 Dec |Jenny PRE-CHRISTHMAS LADIES NIGHT - meet
z::;::r'::'t;":"r? affort to get to our meeting places at least 10 minutes (Tues) |Hewitt for a movie and half-priced dinner,
at fees can be collected and lifts arranged timeously. 812478 (H) or just join us for the dinner.
. 2 . 2602405 (W
Day hikers - bring 2 litres of water, a hat, and a cup for lunch time tea )
15 Dec |Gavin = Games Evening
NB: PLEASE BRING CORRECT MONEY. |Friday |284343 (h) R A
SATURDAY HIKES 17 Dec |[Philip Dbn 8.00 END OF YEAR PICNIC AND HIKE - 3
{Sun) Gatenby Ptn 8.30 hour hike in 5t Heliers area (based
3 213592 (h Members R6 on t of the Moss Trall) followed
e m"t’cgﬁéﬂ’; ri':.s .Sél;ufd:g.::t;;noon_nixgs are Philip 213592(h) or Gavin sl s V?sit:rs R8 |by ga;rinq—and—share p?cn}c. To
R P = means Ptn help co-ordinate it, please phone
Jenny Hewitt to let her know what
DATE VENUE DEPARTURE TIME COST you are bringing.
9 Dec SPCA 17 Dec |Jenny Tel B812478BH |SUNSET PROMS - meet at the Village
Dl.0pm ?1.45 pm |RS,00 (Sun) |Hewitt 2602405 W  |Green before 5.30 pm.
16 Dec Kloof 1 D 1.30 pm P 1.45% ph 85,00 "
23 Dec |Roosfontein D1.45 pm P 1.30 pm RS, 00 24 Dec |Margret Dbn 8.00 Molwenl - Kranskloof sarea.
L {Sun) Kirsten Ptn 8.30 Margret’s popular speciality,
3033418 (h) |Members R6 combining woodland and riverside
211326 (w) Visitors R8 |scenery
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17 Feb |Gavin Games Bvening at Gavin‘s home
Sat 284242 (h)
17/18 Steve Nel KJENJWA RUSTIC CAMP - join Steve at
Feb 465351 W this beautiful rustic camp situated
(Wkend) |7017796 H in a secluded area next to the ’
waters of the Spioenkop Dam (see
write-up in April mag). Book early
as numbers are limited (Max 8)
18 Feb |Bill Hyslop |Dbn 8.00 am |Leader’s Choice.
Sunday |7018996 (w) |[Ftn B.30 am
M R8 V R10
25 Feb {Tom de Waal |Ptn 8.00 am |Vernon Crookes - once again we will
Sunday |474766 (h) Dbn 8.30 am |hike this popular venue, with some
M R14 V R16 |variations.

ISLAND OF REUNION : 14 APRIL TO 2B APRIL (see the December Getaway)

It was a truly wonderful experience when we went there a couple of
years ago. There is going to be a repeat performance in April from
14th to 28th. called the Jle Intense bacause you get a concentrated
experience of mountain terrain in a lush sub-tropical environment,
Reunion provides a fairly tough experience of back-packing in
sensational surroundings.

I am proposing & maximum group of 12 hikers and have also offered
participation to the Mountain Club. It will therefore be a case of
nfirst come, first served”. Last time we had to fly from
Johannesburg at a cost of R1600; this time a group booking with a
direct flight from Durban, costs R1550. Total costs last time were
under R3000 - unless people were yerv indulgent !

In order to secure a place on this trip, please let Jenny Hewitt have
your deposit of R300 by 20 December, to enable us to confirm the air
bookings. - Bill Hyslop

26 Dec |Steve Nel Dbn B.0D am |"Restorative Hike®. Please phone
{Tues) 7017796 (h) {Ptn 8.30 am |Steve for more -details.
4651503 (w) |[M R? - V RS
31 Dec |Audrey Ptn 8.00 am |Another "Restorative Hike"” during
Sunday |Vickers Dbn 8.30 am |the Pestive Season. Shortish hike
283187 (h) Members RS in the Umbilo/Yellowwood Park area.
Visitors R7
New MNevil Plans for hiking in the Drakens-
Year Walnsley berg over the New Year period have
29-1 7052919 (h) still to be finalised. If you are
Jan interested, please ‘phone Nevil.
7 Jan Colin Dbn BhOQ Lower Umgeni Gorge - a continuation
{Sun) Turner Ptn 8h30 of Colin Turner’s hike. Once
7813517 Members R7 again, spectacular scenery is
Vvisitors R9 |promised, and only a brief 5
minutes through populated areas on
the outward and return journeys.
11/14 Te book - Wonder Valley Cave and Exploration
Jan phone Nevil - from Monks Cowl camp site to the
Wkend) |Walmsley contour path, onto Wonder Valley,
7052919 taking in some spectacular escarp-
ment scenery. Max 13. Medium hike.
i Leader Ian Stewart.
14 Jan |Philip Dbn 8.00 am |Perncliffe - wander {n the maze of
Sunday |Gatenby Ptn 8.30 am |paths in the indigenous bush on the
213592 Members R14 |slopes of the NW corner of PMB.
Visitors R16 |Beautiful views !
16 Jan |Jenny Ladies Bvening - half-price movie
Tuesday | Hewitt and dinner (or just join us for
812478 (H) dinner).
2602405 (w)
20 Jan |Gavin Games Evening at Gavin‘’s house
Sat 284342 (h)
21 Jan |Jean Foster |Dbn 8.00 am |Sora’s Pool and swim. Jean’s well-
Sunday |721539 (H) Ptn 8.30 am |known hike for a hot summer’s day.
7052433 (W) {M R6 V RB
28 Jan |vic Conrad Ptn 8.00 ap |Amanzimtoti Beach Hike & Swim.
Sunday |237165 (H) Dbn B8.30 am |NB - bring your own drinks as there
M R7 V R9 will be no tea/coffee
2/3 Feb |Nevil Bannermans - Langalibalele Passes -
{Provis |Walmsley from Giants Castle Camp to Banner-
ional 7052919 man Pass, overnight at Spare Rib
date) cave, returning via Langalibalele
Pass. A strenuous, but rewarding
escarpment hike. Book early -
numbers limited.
4 Feb Steve Nel Dbn 8.00 Peacevale - the weather deterred
Sunday |7017796 (h) |Ptn 8.30 all but the brave last time so we
Members RB will try again.
Visitors R10
11 Feb |Joe bbn B.00 DMoss Trail
Sunday |Strayton Ptn 8.30
7013550 (h} M R6 V RB

|

GIANTS CUP : 9/12 MARCH : A provisional booking has been made
for 12 people to walk for 4 days on this easy trail in the
Southern Drakensberg foothills (56 km). Overnight huts provide
bunks/mattresses. Cost is R60 per person plus Club fee and
transport. Phone Colin Turner 783517 by the end of December if
you are interested. .

BLINKWATER - Although we hiked this trail in the rain and mist
on the 18/19 November, we were not able to appreciate it’'s
beauty. Trailers have requested that I arrange a fine (ha! ha!}
weekend as soon as possible to walk it again. If interested,
phone Colin Turner on 783517.




SOCIALS

As Janet Marsh will be away from December to mid-March, please
contact Jenny Hewitt if you have any queries.

*  Sunset Proms (December 17} - Village Green at 5.30 pm.
We always sit facing the orchestra on the right hand side
near the back. Buy your ticket at the gate and come
inside the marquee and join us. As this is always VERY
popular, it is wise to arrive by 5.00 pm. -

* Games evenings at Gavin’s home on 15 December, 20 January
and 17 February. Phone Gavin on 284342 (h)

* Ladies Evenings {Movie and hAlf-price Dinner) - December
12 and January 16 - Tel Jenny Hewitt at 812478 (h) 2602405
(w)

* Theatre - Dec 19 - The Wiz husical for the Christmas
Season. Phone Marie Gurr at 3092298 (h) and 422042 (w)

CHAIRMAN'S MAILBAG ¢

Some people have pointed out that cdertain cars are frequently
used for our trips whilst others are seldom used and some not at
all. They point out that this is unfair especially since the
apount refunded to drivers often does not amount to anything like
the running cost, which the AA advised is 34 cents odd per Km.
for a small car. We have been requested to pay enough to cover
running costs, or the overused vehicles will only be available
for one trip in four. I agree with these sentiments, and we have
recently been trying to increase the charges to cover 33,3
cents/Km, and contain costs by using hikes closer to home (for
which we have to thank Bill and his recce team). Some people have
volunteered to pay more rather than have to use their cars and
others have claimed that they feel that the amounts paid out were
quite satisfactory. These last wera, unfortunately, such a small
minority that they could not convey the whole party, nor,
perhaps, would they want to, on an on-going basis.

Please bear in mind that the car you are travelling in costs at
least 34 cents/Km to run. If you are not paying your share of
that, the driver is subsidising you. Why should she/he.

I was taken to task by a concerned reader over my report of the
Cave Management Workshop. He claimed that we had not taken
account of bio-degradable soaps. Not true, the experts at the
meeting considered that the so called blo-degradable products
were, at best, only marginally less harmful than regular

products, and our resident chemist has confirmed this, adding
that all these products take three days to degrade in a stream.
The message, therefore, is still that soap should be rinsed off
away from the stream, (where the plants may appreciate both the
water and the chemicals) or not used whilst camping, and used as
sparingly as possibly when at home.

It appears that some of our leaders do not take the

of the Mountain Register very seriously. I appeal toc:IEI?;::;
hikers to ensure that the details are completed pProperly.
Remember, this document is your last contact with the ocutside
world should something go wrong, and very necessary to any
rescue party. If your leader has omitted any important
information, make sure that the situation is rectified before
you depart.

We hear that Roger Warwick - long term member and s

auditor has had a spell in hospital. We wish him a :;:::; s
recovery. Mary-Lee decided to have her appendix out instead of
doing the Ngele Trail. We wish her all the best (even if we
doubt her taste). Celia hae been less well recently and is
hoping to undergo a procedure which will fix her up permanently
Watch out for this little tigress if she gets her way. There ’
;:é; E: :;?y clapped hikers puffing in her wake. Best wishes

Incredible though it may seem, it is time for me, on beh

the Executive Committee, to wish you all the besé for th:lr n
festive season. We will have a fuil Program to Keep you active
between indigestion. Lets have a merry but safe holiday season.

Philip Gatenby (Chairman)

TIMBAVATI WILDERNESS TRAIL : 3 - 6 JAN. Bordering the western
sector of the K:uger National Park, Timbavati is one of SA's largest private
Dature reserves, abounding in big and small game and birds. If anyone would
like {0 join our party, please contact Jenpy Hewitt on 2602405 (W) or Leonic
Luckin 2603250 (W). Accommodation is in wooden chalets on stilts. Cost is
R1250 for 4 nights, which includes the services of a trails officer, walks, night

drives, meals and beddin g

Margret Kirsten reminds members Ihat Toni and Pat Hanbury offer the following

1:;9 packs of pork, which are excellant value for money, and all in 1 kg vacuum
packs.

Pack A isR110for 10 kg. Pack B is R170 for 10 kg and
Pack C is R140 for 10 ki

Please phone 033-2344279.
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