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It was with a sense of real and personal sad-
ness that we heard of the passihg of Henri Aumord, who was
8o grievously injured in a motor accident some wee s ago.
Behind his checry chatier and lighthearted practical: joking
burned a very gentle spirit, and we can only feel grateful
that we were privileged to have kim s o member of our
0lub. Fare thee well, Henru!

o~

II¥E_TO LEOPARD'S LAGOOM:  4TH JANUMRY, s

. With so many Reamblers awey for the long wedk end if
was a surprisingly large crowd wiaich turned oub for this i
hike on Sunday the 4th Jenuvary. It mast have beon the
novelty of ftravelling by train, or -elze the holidoy at-— ;
mosphere which elevaicd even more than usual the spirks '
of the crowd. Ragging was the order of the day, and the
co¥ridors echoed with the sound of laughter and community
cinging., No doubt it was with. a sigh of Telict that the
other occupants of the train saw the last o the Ramblers
at Marianhilliy , ’ - o

Highlights on the hike were the long stops foprefrésh-

ments en route, and the attempted hand and foot traverse .
on the cableway across tle river by Archie and Dymock. -
Arrived at Leopard's Lagoon < ¥nd there simply was no
lagoon therél - What was once a glorious, almost bottom- .
less swimming pool, had become just a silted up mud bottom,
However, if there was nol much water, there was plenty of
mud, and Dymock and Bokkie put on a coon carnival show,
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1ncorpovatnng Bernicée and Marcaret (not Wlthout a flght)
into the act.

- HIKE TO KAY KLOOF.
Tac Rand, who is leavlng us at the end of. this"

month, led this well attended hikec on Sunday, 18th

January. It was-hot - really hot - and thirst. ; !

gquickened our pace as we approached the Enfolweni Stréam

~To our dismay this was in spate, carrying down with, 5

*it much suspended vegetation which emitted a pecullar -

mouldy odour and rendercd the water quite undrinkable.

However, it is a poor cloud that has no silver lining,

and Cyril Crowley provided the silver when his pack

fell in the river, and he was last scen chasing it

down stream.

' Arrived at Kay Klcof, and it was sheer delight

jusd to lie under the cool cascades, make amnd drink

endless brews of tea, and oscape from the heat under

the shade of the trees.

CONGRATULATIONS:

GO to oStan Christian and Joan Calder, and to Bernie
Bent and Maria Roza, who have announced their engage—
ments recently.

FORTHCOMING WEDDING: Henry Saunders to Wendy Paul,
on The (th February.

'S CORNER Shame on the two females in our midst
WO provide servicttes at a recent supper party.
Our worthy Chairman was secen using his tie.

We wonder whether the good locking
Doctors at Addlngton.Hospltal have something to do with
the visits of Cynthia, Marge, Kath and Heater to the
Casualty Department?

Has Cyril been taking ballet lessons
lately? It would appear so, when we remember his grace—
ful 1eap into the river bte yetrieve his pack.

Tvio of our eligible males have decided
to join the Bachelors! Club -~ and they arc both car
ownersi! (What's wrong glrlso)
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ORAT GE RIVER CANOEISTS -~ FIRST DICTURES! screamed the
Sunday Tribumne pIacarHs on Januaery the 18th.
#ith Ramblers, Lionel Ashley, Lennie Mantleand Ginger
Cairns, members of the party; and Des Watkins 3hirfey
Dodds and Giliiian Bettle, well known to most of us, it is
with pride (and no litbtle envy ) that youwr Editor gives you
this Imtimate peek behind the scenes on the adventurous
trip across Basutoland, from Mokhotlong to the Mashai.
‘Most of the 1nformatlon comes straight from Des W.
diary = bits and pieces of it Imve been collected from
various member s of the party over the last few days - all
%=0f it exclusive. A Ramblers' Newsletter Scoo (As
Des' diary covers over a hundred pages, and + e yarns Itve
heard would fill two books, what follows must of necesgity
be very secrappy.) W 6 e 6 S

Left Ladysmith Airport at 1 pdm. - took Ndedema
Dome very low — camped on the airstrip at Mokhotlong ~ a
walk to the river to inspect the rapids, did fAothing to
holster our morale!, We reach the river and assemble the
boats. Lionel's canoe, which he had described as new (and
which probably was, a very long time ago) is damaged in
tramit. An o0ld kehla asks us where we are going.
"Quachasnek, via the river" we.annountcc lmpr9351vely. "Ah!
The easy way!" he snorts , moving off.

As we get into the stream, Lionel still clad in his (
best suilt, collmr and tie, leaps into his bvoat from the :
bank — crashes into Lennis's canoe , and sinks! Shirley's
version of thils goes as follows:

Onh, Lionel thought rapids were lovely to shoot,
And he swore that he'd do them in full evening suit,
But when all his clothes were imperfectly dry,
He wished he'd beayr wearing a sanforised +tie!
Start off at 4 p.m. with much rejoicing. As we overtake
Llonel we swamp his canoe, and he sinks again. He dowes
not say a word - just looks at his dripping tie! - 4co
yards dowmnstream we camp. Wmt a start!
THIRD DAY.
cave camp site at 10 a.m. and shoot several fast
runs - wonderful fum. At midday reach a large rapid and
stop. for lunch. Examine the run and decide it to be
takeable, unloaded. Des and Gilly go down with a batitcry
of cameras trained on them and nearly capsize at the
bottaor. Tennie follows and hits a rock - head on - whilst
TLionel jus®t sails through. Shoot rapid after rapid, but
rocks ‘arg generally very tricky. Onc rapid a rcal horror,
vut /
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BALANCE OHEET
niaoilities.

Accumulatéd Punds.

. as at 3lst Decs

Balance at 1lst searuary 1952 1llé. 1.11.

Add Excess Income over

fxpmenditure T Ll

. Sundry Creditors.

Subscrintions naid_in advance.

Proceeds for 2lsi }irthdéy_Linner.

INCOME _ & Sk ENDITUAR

4 123, 3.3.

22. 1.2
"Be Te0
5.10.-

£167, 1.11d.

- o —————— e -

AGSCTMT  for eleve

Expenditure

Hike Transnort,Catcring < o
Cam~ Transnort,Jletering » fX
Sccial 4xEnenses

Dance ExXpenses

Amble ~Xnenses

jank Charzes

3ad Teotls

Honoraria

Genersl Ixnenses

~opstages

Priating » Staticnery
Presentations

ixcess Income over ixpenditure

3 2

tronsferred to ccumulated “uncs

244,112,140
Zol.14,11
58.11. 1
28. 2.
Ll 17,
3. 8.
11. 2.
12l12.

--y

C:t G 00

Do Ly 4

£683.13. &2,
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NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE DURBAN
RAMBLERS' CLUB, TO BE HELD ON THE 20TH FEBRUARY, 1953,
IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 3, CITY HALL, WEST STREET,

_ DURBAN, AT 8 P.M. : y

-AGETNDA.

' confirmation of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

held in the Camera Club Room on the 5th Pebruary, 13952.

3

Chairman's Report.

Reading and adoption of the Financiml Report an
Balance Sheet for 1952.

Honorariums;

Appointment of Club Auditor for 1953.
Eléétibn of Offiders.

General., |

Corrie Ellis; |
HON. SECRETARY .

Refreshments will be éerved;

Directions how to get to No. 3 Committee Room will
be found on the fixture list., Kindly make a note
of the date, as we hope to see a full attendance.




CRIPPLED GHILDREN'S FUND .

It rrj.vee us great pleasure to ‘announce to all those
members, who 80 kirdly contributed towards. this fund, that
we recently wrote to the Uplands Orthopaedic Home for
cripples, asking whether any pardicular type of surgicasl
or sporting equipment was reguired by the home. They
replied stating that Moveable and Adjustable Walking Rajés

. and Strip rubber precision walker was needed, and the sum
of £21.-10.-0., wasgs forwarded for the purchase of this
special equipment, and which the Home had made to specifi-~
cation.

-The fellowing is the acknowledgment received from
tlx Natal Provinciml Cripples Care Assoc1atlon.-

"On behalf of my Committee I wish to thenk
you and.the nembersof your Club for the chegue
for £21.-10.-0. for special equipment for. the
Home. The precision walker is in use -~ the
walking rails are being made. Your gift is, .
decply appreciated and your seasonal greetings
recliprocated®. Signed - Chairman.

NEW MENMBERS.

We wish to welcome the follomamg new members »
to our Club:- ,

Miss. Violet Brunyee.
Miss. Eliraheth Carte.
. Miss. Phyllis Howell.
" ‘Mr. Stephen Kirscn.
Mr. Gordon Paynec.
Mr. Peter Shanahsan.
Mr. John Tavener.
Mr. Reocky Vivier,

-
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ASgets.

Tents at Cost less Cevnreciaticn

Balance lst
Less Denreciation at 2854

Feh 1952

Camp_utgqui-ment at cost less

Denreciation

Additions

Invest,

B3alance lst Teb 1952

#*es5 Depreciaticn at 25
3adges at cost

(n TMixed Tieposit with 5.4, "o
Futwal Jilding %

18+ -0 -.

510

rm.
50C,

Cagh
Cn hand
ctandard

'3y Hike “Fares
Jamp seceipls
Social .ecelnis
eance neceipts
Subscrintions

ank of S,ATtdE,

13. 6. &.

34. 6, 6

Donations ..eceived

sadze Sales
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but all make it, save Ginger and Shirley, who wreck theil
canoe. Ginger's version of what happencd goes as follows:

"A Basoot on the bank askes where we're headed for.
"Quachasnek", I reply. "Not Quachasnck, boss"}! he says.
"Yes, Quachasnek® 1 asscrt. And whilst this ruddy
argument is going on I -“'suddenly notice that the stern
of the boat is.hcaded downstream - and so is the bow -

and we arc all bert and wrapped round a rock in the
middle. "Not Quachasnek, boss™ ! says the Basoot
dolefully. It's 0ld Year's Night, but nobody feels
like celebrating. ’
FOURTH DAY. ' :
nspect the wreck 'of the Hesperus. Obviously
beyond repair, and will brealk up at the first rapld.
Lionel and Pat go off with their tackle and slaughter
the fish, which abound in the river. Portage the boats
round an cnormous rapid to save time on the morrow.
Ginger's camera is ruined in the smash up, and Lionel's
the day before, so only Des has his left.
FIFTH DAY.
Fave had te form a land party. Canoeists strike
a stiff rapid and lmve to portage through. unlocaded.
Thercafter make good time and shoot rapid after rapid.
The character of the river is begimning to chango;
passing through a big gorge with high cliffs, and the
going becomes dengerous. At one rapid, Des' boat
swings sideways and ships wabter - then it gets away,
and he disappears under the water. Gilly jus?t thinks
its wonderful, as swept out of the boat, she is swirled
from rock to rock on her water wings! The water is cold
and the rapids endless ~ 2% hrs of this and the party
has bad enough. The walking party arrives and camp 1.
struck under o krantz, clese to decp fishimng pools,
shaded by willows. The land party has thoroughly énjoyed
itself, loving the views and the socciml gossip with
the loacal Bascots.
SIXTH DAY.
During brcakfost ominous clouds appear in the
Wast and towards the escarpment. We wonder if the
air party will be able to fly. (Romblers in this
specially chartered aircraft included Funice Viljoar,
Terry Norcott, Archie Cockburn and your Editar.)
It was abow 10 a.m. when we hear something. A roar
and down the valley shoots the 'plane - have we been
spotted? Aht There he comes, back up the valley -
high-

Acsagy
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- . We wave madly with cverything we have - what a
thrilll Then he swoops like a2 bat out of hell at about
250 ft. round the valley bend and over the camp. Little
white puffs open out into parachutes, three falling above
the camp and cone below, and oue in river. Screams of
delight and we run like rats to collect the parcels.

_Bisecuits, cigars, a letter, matches, cigarcttes, fruit,

something for everyboedy. What a thrill! the air party

. must have been flying round that bend in the valley -

did'nt think they'd make it! (Nor 4did wetl).

_ Once more we're on the river and soon run into
#Pouble,. The map is completely inaccurate and river bends
are endless, with unshootable rapids every 200 yards. At
three o'clock, and very weary, we overtake Lionel and
Lennie, worn out, just above a big rapid which has to Dbe
portaged.ccesccrcccacss
SEVENTH DAY . - . .

Temmie and Des go archeclegising. Find a Smithfield
20 ft. above the Khubedil. About 250 ft. up find a rolled
or weathered hand axe, pre Fauresmith (and a lot of other
thigummies, whichI'm not quite sure how to spell; so will
skip same. Ed.) The river has come down in fRgod and
almost swept away the campsite. Ganceing idg virtually
impossible, though Ginger is anxious to give it a go.
Thinks we could have the time of our lives on the riveri
A short life and a merry one, '
EIGHTH DAY. : .

— Head for the store at Moulomong, leaving Lionel in
charge of the canp. Reach the store at 5 p.m. practically
orn our last legs... Ninth day back to the river.

TENTH DAY.
w0y Ginger takes over Liocnel's canoe. Lennic runs into
lots of trouble and prangs his boat twice, cntirely dis-—
appearing from view on one accasion. Shirley's version:—
Ch, Watkins set out to find primitive men,
There was ohe that he swore must b¢ Pa Plesian,
It arose from the Orange, all covercd with ooge,
We rccognised Lennie at last by his shoes'. |
We now bhave four hours of solid cancening, but a long
guiet stretch is followed by a series of runs with very
heavy waters. ILennic prangs again, _..oc small unfaans run
upstream to give us the tidings. -A long rocky run brings
ug in sight of the land party, who have also had very




heavy going, with two massive gorges to crogs. -
inger-is rull of complaints abo Tionel's floating
eath trap, and vows he will not take ‘it again in the

- afternoon. After lunch, a beautiful stretch that seems
like miles, - the canoeists through two pleasant runs
and a peaceful finish to .the day. The sun hHas just set
and the river is dovely. Nesting birds on the right
bank, .a1d a lovely view closes the valley ahead. The
water is shot with yellow and blue colour. Lennie amd
Iionel beack Pirst on ther outer bank of the last big
curve before the Babetso. - ' L 9
ELEVENTH DAY AND ONWARD. ’ . - '
< And nmod the hazards and rapids increase in
severity,; but the 10 days experience.stands the -
party in good-stead and rapids throwgh which they
earlier might have portaged are -shot with complete
abandon. Space is unfortunatdyrumning out and we
can touch just briefly on a few of the highlights
of the remaining days. The thrill of shooting through
the gorge, where the Orange suddenly parrowcd and
racecdd %th a gap barely 15 ft. wide. The roar of
+he N#@taoetso River as it came tearing down as a
solid wall of water, and the despsrate and success-
-ful attempt to rescue the canocs gust before the T
foot wave became a raging torrent. The losg of
Iioncl's boat and the semporary seraration ofwit.r &
land party, duc to the land party losing thenselves.

; At lsst the trip is over and Peter Strong is
flying them back to Ladysmith over the entire coursc
of the Orange. The Mashail store is-just a tiny
dot on their left. The tortuous course of the .
Orange, now brown with mud, winds round to their
last camp site — on up past the large rapid vefore
the Semene. Past the camp where they -were nearly
washed away. -This was the end of the thrill.

- ‘A new experience and 3 wecks packed with more fun,
hard work and lovelier camping than one could
imagine. They will be bhack. ;
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