DUKBAN RAMBLERS CLUB.

CHAIRMAN: HON, SECRETARY: ’ HON, TREASURER:
wW. bYMOCK PARR PATRICIA OGLE D. RAE ADAMS
PHONE 85388 {(EVENINGS) PHONE 24738 (DAY)

Founpeo 1522 P. O. BOX 1063,

FIXTURES FOR FEERUARY 1954,

. -~ Tuesday, Ezecutive Committee Meeting at Dymock Parr s residence,
Zrd. 'Wommde" Cowie®s Hill, at 8 p.m,
Friday, ANNUAT, GENERAL MEFTING of the Club:takes place this
5th. evening i the Camera Club Room, 3rd floor, London

-Assurance Chambers, Smith Street, at 8-p.m. This
is usually a very entertaining functionl i
P Refreslments will be served.

Sunday, Stir those lazy bones and eome on the hike to
7th UMGENI RIVFR via Botha's Hill, with Lindie as Leader,

CHARGE = 4/-.

Sunday, Ever been to AMATATA VALLEY in the Tnanda Area? .
: Elst., Nel Well here's your chance. Travelling via the = - -
North Coast Road, Les will lead us to our pienic
spot.

CHARGE : 4/6d.

O==0==0

o~ ‘!’\lOTE: Unless otherwise stated, all outings will start frem the City Market Warwick Avenue, at 8.30 a.m.
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FEBRUARY, 1954 EDITOR : FRANK HULLEY
VOL. : No, 2 " PHONE _: 20474

Eis issué welcomes a new feature to the Newsletter in replace-
~€nt of the old "Kath's Corner". The writer is anonymous and
wishes to remain so. However, his brand of humpur is very good
and as long as he maintains this high standard his contributions
will be most acceptable.

HIKE TO THE PUMP HOUSE : SUNDAY 24TH JANUARY:

This hike has long been a popular one in view of its
shortness, and on this surmy Sunday morn a large crowd attended.
A fairly early start from the market place and we were bowling
along in fine style up the North Coast Road, with a short halt
to pick up our contingent from Red Hill. Branching off the
main road we bumped along in the dust for a few miles through
the waving sugar cane to a native store which seems to be the
hub of civilization in that part of the country. Having _
refreshed ourselves on sundry brands and cclours of cool drinks
7; followed Lindie along a dusty road leading West.

As we hiked along in our customary groups of twos and
threes the road gradually wound downwards and the beautiful green
Umgeni Valley came into view. We had hardly got into our stride
when we reached the small cluster of houses and sheds that marks
.the Natal Estates Pump House. Looking over the bank we could
see the river, yellow and turbulent,gliding past below us.
Apparently the funicular was not working sc we had to scramble
down the long stairway to the river. Here our Walter
Raleighs, unable to Span the stream with their cloaks,
each hoisted a fair one onto their manly shoulders and
waded across. Although the water
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was waist dicp in places L..2 stermed the current success-
fully and dsposited the.r , =ecious cargoes safely on the op-
posite shors. Scme of ouc mer? obstreperous individuals were

heard exprissiny their'c(issppuinmiment in the.fact that no
one had fallen i1 . 1

. Having all crossec we liked a short way up the
‘Fiver to a g$hady beach jvst bulow the first weir. Soon our
"iater Babias! were dieportirg themselves in the cool. ..
waters, as*ld Sol" was geine Fror strength to strength as
the day wore on. i )

: ifter aunch pocr o'd Bdsil Schonegevel, who was
attending his last hike beior. leaving for Salisbury, was
grabbed and smeared all over i some black smelly mud. This
mud throwing begare inlectious aid several rebels began
pelting the rest c? the pacc-loving populace with the rotten
stuff. A few unfortulace. .era unceremoniously thrown into
the river and a fow f tnr boys, whe thought that perhaps
their turn would coma next, yust sat around and displayed

their sheath knives very 'mowinzly.

Our erstwhile chairman, who had been one of the
leading rebels all day, was s3ized by several of the others
and, after being divesced ¢” I's costume in midstream, was
left to his fate., HowWe., ¢ good Samaritan took pity on
him and supplied hir with scie very natty pants to help
supplement the shor’-fall in his attire, Little Allan,
who had_viewed thc proc.ed’ngs with some misgivings,
snatched his dad's perios fiom Licnel and came to the resc )]

Jnee more .t vas tise to go and; after crossing
the river, ve hihed beck to che store where the lorries
awaited us. More gandy udr :ruls were consumed and then, -
well fortified, e buaiued 5F* tiucks and set off home.
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ANNU.L'.L. GENERAL MEETING HELD AT THE CaMeRs CLUB O THE S5TH FEBRUARY.

This function was well attended for a change. It seems
that in the past members have shiéd away from the ..G.M. for fear

that they may be given some sort of Job for the year.

I don't

know whether it was a case of those who attended beirg keen
and interested in the well bering of the club, or just idle curiosity.

Business was handled with

“ommittees were elected as menticned
Wer members to the responsibility of taking their share in the

tunning of the club was very pleasing.

great dispatch and the various
below. “ThE résponse of the

History was made when

Barbara Walker was elected Camp Captain, as never before has the
club had a lady in this position.

Chairman:
Yice~Chairman:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Ordin Members

COMMITTE:}S:.

Frank Woodward,

W. Dymock Parr,
Lucy Ramsay .
Rae Adams.

Len -Holland

EXecutive Committece: Frank Hulley

”9 ILRTAINMENTS. COMMITTEE:

Chairman;

Ordinary Members:

CAMP COMMITTEE:
Captain:
Ordinary Members:

Gordo_n Payne.

John Scott
Rocky Viviers
Colin ivent

Barbara alker .

Peter Houseli !
Lindie Lindhorst
Pierre Wehner

Marge .Walker
Corrie Ellis

Shirley Boyce
Colleen Harris
Corrie Ellis

Les Ryall
Shirley Boyce
John Scott
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LiiDERS: '
Chief: L. Tudwesst.
" Sub-Leaders: L. ryall
: P. Louusell
AUDITOR: : G. Dsnnason, C.A. (S...)

HIKE TO INJOGULVi.I: .UN)/'Y ‘([H FEBRUARY. o)
Owing to Jbe terdiaes: of the Government Official
concerned, we weie tmable to do the scheduled hike from
Botha's Hill dowr to the umgeui so it was decided to visit
Ingogulweni insbead. - 0l(A-monmbers who werc present greeted
this decision wit.. a litile uismay, still having vivid
memories of our last Srip thece jusi two years ago... However,
as the weather wes really fine and ¢ s there had not been any
rain that week, the r¢ids were in ercellent condition and the
lorries did not run *he sisk of getiing bogged down as they
did last time. o & .

ifter desceadingy the long winding hill beyond._ .
Tnanda, we left the l-riies a good distance from our objective.
Lionel and a few others nllangly accepted the joba of tea
orderlies in return for tae privilege of -being able to.ride
all the wayto the lunch spoh.
e 3

: Soon a merrr horde of Ramblers were walking,
talking and play.ag gamer alcng the road, Lindie, with a
few trusty follcwars, cracked on the pace and got well ahead
of the crowd, ' The sun shore brightly and the-countryside ..
seemed to be putting cn its finest summer dress for our
benefit. Away on cur 'eft we could see Topp's Needle
standing cut in vivid relief against the skyline.»

Althougn we wal.sd a considerable distance, it
seemed to be just 2 few wiartes before we arrived at the-- ..
lunch spot. .nd what a swt! Lofty trees spread their

3 shade/5 ..1...
I
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shade over the smooth grassy banks of the little stream, which
tinkled its chrystal waters against the rocks before joining
the hustling, bustling, Umgeni about a hundred yards away.

The tea orderlies had already prepared the brew when we arrived
and soon we were relaxing in the shade, slaking cur thirst
with some of the best tea Lionel has ever made,

Once more answering the call of the Water Fairies,
many hot, dusty Ramblers donned their costumes and cooled
themselves in the river. C(thers, not so energetic, just
& Xed put and loafed. Scotty and friend Snakebite had got

somewhere along the route and turned up much later,.
cripping wet, after fording the river a few times, They said
they had taken the wrong turning ..... what a pair of Ramblers.
Of course, in Snakebite's case, he has an excuse: he tells me
both his Mum and Dad were Ramblers, sc that accounts for it all.

a

Lunch having been disposed of, a small party set out
to climb the kopje above the river. The view from the top was
well worth the toil and stinging nettles on the way up. This is
a'particularly beautiful corner of the Umgeni Valley;-bounded on
the North by the Inanda Mountains and on the Scuth by the Hill-
erest-Bothas Hill Escarpment, with the river meandering along
peacefully between, Cattle browse lazily along its banks, while
beautiful White Egrets hunt in the grass alongside them for the
Grasshoppers and Noo-ncos that they disturb.

Three o-clock and it was time to go. Rubbish was
scon disposed of and once moré.tné lorries were grinding their
) up the hills out of the valley. Much fine singing was heard
.4 the way back, as, with hearts full to over-flowing with the
joy of life, Rambler and Ramblerette sang the praises of our
%eautiful country and the open-air way of life,

HUMOROUS HEARSAY by  MH. ANONYMOUS

Early to bed and éarly to rise ----—- makes a pretty girl
unpopular. +

RYE weafnnmns
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A West Street Tea Room t"tli"”d a meuth-watering turkey
. in the window: -~Jemerth =u a sign which read
"PLEASE DON'T LICK T WINDUM -

Small boy's pan.. = . wmch longer will T have to eat
spinach to be able tn lick ~1ybody who tries to make me
eat spinach?v .

Mother's Choice: Sooner ur cater e\rery woman must make
a cholce bitween —otuerhoul ant a career - should she
give the cireal wux-tog t. Timny to send for a death-. ))
gun, or keep it t~rself and eatey the £1,000 contest,

Sailors eat the camd kur 1 of food as the Admiral --- but,
of course, his ie coo'ted.

. WRITE-UP Cll s.iSTRR GaudP T GLNT'S CASTIE:

As yowz "Aiwer w'll be away on a well earned
holiday next month, I went tc bring something to your
notice now.

Je aré summing a ccupetition for the best
write-up on Baetes Camp, o he prize belng the princely
sum of One CGuinea (£1.1.-.). T winning entry will
be published in t'e New;«l@“er after Campt

Gome on you Amatev~ Jcurnalists, make a name D
for yourselves :.a cnalicect a Pew extra shekels.

SOCIAL NEW3:

The re s vhat our hary mountaineers, John
Poppleton md Jues Bishoy, had innounced their enpgage-
ment was grected with ruch rlearure by their friends.

although w2 have had 70 stoiry t¢ publish in the News-

letter/7 ...iu
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lett"er, I hear that they did the trip over the top from National
Park to Cathedral in December, Our heartiest congratulations

go out to both of you.

It was really nice to see our friend Harry Thorsen (better known
as Boerewors) back with us after his recent illness.

Little Ann Darroch is away recuperating after her operation.
May we soon see her ginger head amongst cur ranks.

T “sar Percy and Laurel Reid have been transferred to Walvis Bay.
Se E to see you go and don't forget we want little Alan back

here in Durban one day; we have already earmarked him as a
potential Camp Captainl

Basil Schonegevel, our mct.stro, has been transferred up to
Salisbury on promotion. How about starting the Rambling
movement up there Bas?

pierre Wehner tells me his Western film turned out 0.K.
We now look forward to seeing it some day.

WARNING: Now that Dymock is no longer Chairman, all those
who wish to stay dry on hikes had better keep an eye on him.

NEW MEMBERS:

L}:-

We wish to welcome the following new members to the

JOHN SHEMILT
MARGARST STEWART
GLORI: GODWIN

NOTE: 4ll contributions to the Newsletter must be in by the
18th of the month.







