DURBAN RAMBLERS CLUB

HON. TREASURER .

CHAIRMAN : HON. SECRETARY :
F,. C. WOODWARD MARGARET MOORE BOB FERNS
PHONE 2-1651 (BUSINESS) PHONE 36876 (RESIDENCE) PHONE 23511 (BUSINESS)

P.O. BOX 1063,

DURBAN.
-~ ‘FOUNDED 1832 . .
FIXTURES TOR TFERRUARY 1957:
SUNDAY 3RD: Follow Lindis to-day to the
SAIMARSDATLE FALIS, the lorries trovelling
. vio Pinstown. gg§T: 4/6d.
TULSDAY B5TIL: _IC.CUTIVE SO ITTES MEETIIG .t Dymock
- Parr's rcsidonce, Cowie's S11L, abt & Dp.m.
N wleasc meot outsids Resd & Championts,
cnr. oS8t & Gardincr Strouts, Durban 2t 7,30 t.m.
FRIDAY 15T ourben omblers' Club SILVER AVTNIVIRSARY
BANQUET at the Sdon Roc HotGl,; sec attochod
Circuler for full particulers.
CasT: 21.1.0. crch,
SUIDAY 1773 SURPRIZE HIKE, to bs led by Lindie.
Ths lorrics will trcwvel vio “inctown.
COST: 5/-.
WEDHLSDAY 20TH: CA ERA SECTION [ =ETING ot Dudley
Saville's residenco, 284 Dulwer Road, Durben,
2t V.45 p.m., subjcet being “"Soeigl sctivities
and ~ction®,
1TONDAY 25TH: AUTUAL GUUERAL LEETING in the Conerno
. Club oom, 4 JintonfTs Chembers {i.e. ohove
s tard & Solnon's shop), 376 Lcot Strect, Durban,

ot 8 puant. refreshments will be sorved,
Yloease naks ¢very offort to nttcond this
~eeting - 1T you ~r¢ unnblc %o be proscnt
Ploned 1ot laorgrret iToors have your Tloction
of Cfficcrs!' iTo: :

nction Form before the 4.G.00.
(sce Form nttoched).

1957 SUBSCRIPTIONS L3 WO DUR.

FOQ Sabe: One Sleeping Bng - ih oood eondition. £3.0.0.
U111 snyone intercestod plonse econtoet Liargorut LToorc.

LAHTED Onc Tent, lerge cnough to aceommodatc two people.
Floase contnet Morsaret loore, stoting s2le price.

NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, all cutings will start from the City Market Warwick Avenue, at 8.30 am.
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THE DURBAN RAMBILE R.

JANUARY 1957. ' EDITOR: . HARRY THORSEN.
VOL. 6. 1o. 1. PHONE: 20843 (Day).
EDITORIAL:

Well, it's 1957, and we can think about it now without a lot

of back-slapping and hand-shaking. 1956 was & good Rambling year, °

and T had great fun reading the old Newsletters and compiling =a
list of hiking highlights. ;

I'm afraid that this issue of the "Rambler" is a bit skimpy
as there were no official Club functions between the Brighton Beach
"=cnic and the Leopard's wogoon hike.

/

THE SOBER SIXTEENTH,
by Dennis Raechmann

As the sun rose in the East it lightened the hearts of many o
heavy~headed Rambler for to-day was %o be the last Club gothering
in 1956. Swinging down the hoversacks nnd -gulping ten or coffee,
hoping thereby to shock the nervous system into somi-wakefulness,
we made our ways to the mecting place outside Modwood Gurdens.

Whilst awaiting late arrivals, Erian approachcd = wandering
riekshe boy ond the soerst disguissd recording van reports that
the conversation was along these lines:

Brian: What price for two to Srighton Boach?

Boy: Buach - lape? (pointing ecstwards to South Becach).
“ian: Ka -~ Erighton Beach beyond Umbilo,
Vi Umbilo?

Brian: Beyond Umbilo.

Boy: Ho - +ten bob!

Brian: Ten bok - .the bus only costs ten pence!

Boy retircs in disgust at such parsimony.

By 2 caam, we scet off in cars and within the hour had nrrived
safcly at the picnie spot. Car springs ceascd boack to their
notural curves as food and Ramblors emptied from thonm.

In short order cricket, swimming and lounging were organised.
Lindie¢ produeed the well-cpprocinted brows of tce and coffac. ‘

At luneh=time Monty joined us but could only stay a shbrt while
before returning in Lalijzh to rosume dutics.
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Then followed, wallke nlodg the beneh clthough 1t was noticed
in some parts that more popular s%ill wos thot somewhat Spanish

custom; -~ the piosba.:.: . il

Towards sunset scverzsl earloads dopartsd but about a dozen
people remained to continue with the braacivlcis. The light cvoning
s50led several of us into belicving time hnd stood still so cooking
was only started at about 8 p.m. :

Thon come & catastropho. o tea, milk or sugorl! YWith a
littlc rummaging the tesmen concocted o devastating brew - the
Brignton Bench Mystcry Brew. Onc mouthful and you sworc that you
would never be tho samc againl ’

The debris cloered, we drifted onto the sapds again to onjoy ~
the ond of a perfecct day, until, renlicing (r. Sandman would not
be. donied,ws. piled dnto-the remaining cers and returned home, well
sotisficd with life. ’

UNCLE RAR'S COLUMN:
Dear Uncle Rac,
Do they serve women in «morican bars? -

Yours, ctc.

Bert.

ssas s sIrEB AN s Ee e 0

Dgor Berd,

No, ybu have to bring your own. ' ) ]

b Yours, ¢tc.
1 Unclce nac.

. e

HIKS TO LEOPARD'S LAGOON.
13th January, 1957.

Tho first hike of tho New ¥enr is traditionally the Cholrman's
hike. This year Frank wes to lead us to Leopard’s Logoon, in
apite of his claim thoet he 4id not know the way - not nany members
did eithor as we lost wont therc in 1954. The srchives tsll us
that it also rained on that occasion.

i serctehy start - one lorry was deloyed for over an hour,
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while the loaders waited at Pinetown. It was fun throwing a
sponspeck around the lorry until the Editor's eys got in the
way. Anybody got an espirin handy? In the meantime the rein
continued.

i- yodol in the distance announced that the stragglers had
made it at last. From Pinetown we bumped along the Liarianhill
road, past the llonastery, and up a long, muddy hill. The rain
had scttled to a slow drizzle, and we forgot our sfforts to
kcep dry. ' ©

The hike started off clong a sandy rond, and then a 1ittle
path lcd to the Umlans whieh was in frood. The natives had an

Angenious cableway spanning the river - it cost a shilling %o

gross, with no guarantsc that your bottom would be Kept dry.

et

Ihe Powers that Re decided not to g0 to the Lagoon after gll
and wo onded up picnicking =t a pleasant 5pot near the road. The
tea orderlics eventually found enough firewood and (with plenty of
advice thrown in) managed to get the water boiled, Lindie intro-
dueed an innovation - choice of tea or coffee.

«% last the sun popped shyly out to warm the scenc., Just
28 well, as o fow girls were sitting around in borrowed mens'
clothing, and the barbed wire fences wore draped with all sorts
of garments - 1looked like Shanty Town,

The men ssttled down 5 cricket =nd Eilly hit a few sixes
into the jungle. Every now and then stumps were drawn to nllow
a car to get through.

On the way home, the party split. It's sad that soms people
did not trust Frank's loadership and decided to follow Lindie.

The lorry ride back to surban was uneventful. lanaram
should invest. in botter shock absorbers on his new truck. With
toils bruised and damp we trundled happily towards home.

- Let's hopd we re-visit the Umlacs Valley soon. The scenery

‘in that area is wonderful, and we still don't know the scerots

of Leopard's Lagoon.

HIKING MEVORIES OF 1958:

Baster Camp - mud and slush on Good Friday. Vonderful
feeling of achievement when we finally reached Cathedral -
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first meal of the day consisting of hot cross buns and cokes.

Topp's Needle hike - suckers persuaded to learn rock-

climbing.

Annual Amble -
Waritzburg Ramblers.

Bottieneck Falls

Oribi Gorge Camp

dust and sweet. Scotty kidnapped by

- ‘toughest feat of endurance CVer.

- how many piled into Frank's car to

hear "Teke it from Iere"?

Christmas DBelles

‘

at the air Forec Club.

)

%

SCCIAL NEWS:

Congratulations 2nd siacerc wishes to hoth Gladys Ross
ané Sandrs Dove who celebrated their respective twonty-first

birthdays recently.

,Victor,claudius is looking for 2 companion with whom to
do a Sani Poss trip somctime this year. Will =nyonc intcrestcd

pleose contaet him at

We were all very
mild ~tvack of Polio,

39 muxton Gurdens, Umbilo; phone 59863,

shoerxod to hemr that Colin Avent had a
fortunately with no parclysis, and arc

now glad to leoarn that he is up and about ~gain. Ve hope it
won't be long before he's hiking with us rgoine.

Somc littlc birds noticed that "My Fomily" cortainly
scexed to coms first with Duds and Ed ot Chombogne Castle over Hm
New Yerr! ~In spite of his verrueas Id staysd the eoursc. Nt
A e D Ui

Yl= hope Pat Ogle is ehjafihg living =nd working in Jo'burg.

WEW MEMBER ¢

We extond o hearty welcome to:- -edi Lowc.

P.S. Has anyone heard the tale of "The Bobes in the Woodshed"?

S



NOMINATIONS FOR 1957 CLUB COMMITTEES:

The &annual Generel Meoting will soon be here again so it
is high timc everyonc started giving scrious thought to whom they
wish to soc filling the various positions on the Club's Committees.
By calling for nominations bcfore the Annusl General Meeting, people
arc being given ample time in which to consider whether they wish
to stand on the various Commithees o8 we do not want a repstition
of what hos sometimes happoned in proevious ycars - i1.e. mombors
saying after the a.C.,M, thot they roally did not went to toke on
the Jjob but were pushed into it.

- Every member is roquestod to complets the undermantioned
4 ond return it to the Secrctary boforse the ..G.M. TDlesse note
=t nll nominations given must first hove thoe consont of the
nominee - plensc do not fill in names before approaching the
person concerncd for his/her consent, othorwise tho main purpose
of this systcm is lost. All nominations rcceived will be recorded
for inelusion in the final voting at the a4.G.M. cnd further nameg
nay be glven ot thot .ecting provided the nominec is agreecble.

Your co-opoeration im this matter is cornestly requested.
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1. oYBCUTIVE COMMITTEE (OF WIICH AT LEAST £ MEMBERS (ST BE LADIZS)
consisting of:i~- .

CHATRIAN:

VICE-CHATRIAN:

SECRITARY :

g TREASURER:

CAMP CAPTATN:

ENTERTAT MMENTS CIATRANAICIAN:

LIADERS @ Chicf peader:
z Sub—tandors: (1) (2}
4 OTHER 13GMBERS: (1) : (2}
@ m {ray o [ g )

- : Y : . i o






