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FEBRUARY 1963 - Fixture List.

TIES. 5/2 ILxecubtive coimittee meeting at Dymock
Parr's home - Woodside, Cowies Lill.
Coraences a8t 8.00 n.m.

S¥9, 10/2  Annual Generel lieeting at Scout Hall,
B Lahee Fark, Pinetown after a& short

hilke finishing at Glen ‘essell's home
for a sgwim, There is no charge for -
this hike as no lorry will be used -
carg will leave frow the l.arket Place
at 8,30 a.m. Car owners are requested
to co-operate by coming to the wmarket
Place to help with the transport.
Visitors are welcome.

WaED,20/2 Fhotographic meeting =2t Des and June
Teague's home ~ 68 Maryland Ave.,
Glenaghley starting at 8 p.n. sharp.
The subject will be general.

SUN.24/2 Hike to Table lMountain, latal, led by
Gary Rabie. lieet at the Market Place

lorry ride. See &lso page 2.

Visitors: 75c.

vembers: 50c

-0~ 0=0=«0=0=0=0=0=

This is just a short reminder that all
subseriptions are now due, and it would be of
zreat assistance to the treasurer if you could
pay this smount as scon as pessible if you have
not alreedy done so.
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TABIE MOUNTAIN HIKE. 24/2

Once mgain it is the time of the year for
what is undoubtably the most posular hike on the
Club's srogramme. This month we are off to ]
explore the territory in and around, on top of,
and unGerneath the infamous Table liountain. Thoce
of you who have been on the hike before will, I
know, be there again. Those of you who have'nt,
well 211 I can say is cone along and see for
yourselves what you have missed.

The scenery is unsurpassed and from the
top may be seen almost the whole of llatal from )
the sea to the Drakensberg, with the 1,000 Hills
lying practically below your Teet. Those who
do come out should I think be advised not to
meke any arrangement for Sunday night as it is
usual to gel back to Durban long after dark,
this being one of the lonzest hikes of the Gluk.

See you there at the Market Place on the
24th February.

UAL GENERAL MEETING. 10/2

LGENDA .,

1. The presentation and adoption of the
Chairmen's report.

2. The presentation and passing of the financial
statement and the balance sheet.

3. The election of officers for the ensuing v )
year for the Executive, Camp, and
Entertainaeents comitittees; and the electicn
of the Editor of the Club's Yewsletter ané
an Bditorial Comazittes,

4. General.

Flease nelie a special effort to be present at
this meeting as it is in your own interests %o
do so.
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ANNUAL GESERAL MESTING. Cont.

The election of the following officers for 1963 will

take place at the A.G.1:
EECUTIVE COMMITTEE,

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
BEditor / Editress
Camp Captain
Chief Leader
Sub-Leaders (2)
Entertainments Chairman
Ordinary members - to meke up complete Committee of

15.

Editor/Editress - mentioned above.
Crdinary members - &

CirP COLITTEE.

Camp Ceptain - mentloned above
Ordinary members - 6

ENTERTA TN ENTS COILIITTER.

———

Brntertainments Chairman - mentioned above.
Ordinary members - G.

. I should just like to add a few words hers
about the duties of the members of the various
committees. It 1s their especial task to lighten
the burden of the Chairmen, the Editor, the Camp
Ceptain end the Zntertainments Chairman., They should
be able to attend at least 1 meeting a month, and
be able to support and help with any ectivity of
the committee. Thus it is faithful supoort and
unflagging interest which are the cualifications
for these tasks.




4.
Annual Geperal lecting Cont.

Here I should like to put forwerd a request
for members interested in going on committees
to advise the following peonle before the A.G.M.
so that your names can be put forward at the
meeting. i.e. lilckey lioConnell, Denise or Rob
Philp, Glen jessels, Gary Rabie, Adele Schorn or
any other member of the ZExecutive Cosmittes.

The comnittes realisss that people may be too
shy tc come forward at the meeting, so if you
let us know who you &re we can nominate you
and the club pembers cain make their choice.

P I R R A ))
o

MeIntosh Cascades. 15.1.1963

after a week of blustery weether it was a
relief to find Sunday dawning bright and clear,
and ny thoughts went out to all those up-country
peo2le who had come to sunny Durban for their
annual vacations. Uowever this was our first
hike of 1923, so the 25 of us got off to a mood
gtart and we were soon on our way, jogglng along
to Pinetown where ve stopped to pick up our
supplies of frult which at this time of year is
in such delicious sbundancy.

“Te were soon on our way sgain, but not for
long &8s we alighted at St. Helier Tea Gardens
and struck off down the newly terred road
towards the Cascades. »fter a stop under the trees
to allow the stragglers to catech up we set off
alons & grassy slope, but this year instead of L)
traversing the usual route across 2 switchback
ridges we dropped down into the valley on our
left hand side, where we came across a beautiful
clear stream meandering down through gylvan
glades bedecked with ferns and wild agapanthus.
The course of the stream ran through rocky
terrain and was therefore interspsrsed with
shutes, cascades and beautiful waterfalls. &t
one stage we stoppsd to watch a most dazzling
butterfly with irredescent blues and orange on
its wings.




We followed the stream to its confluence
vith the main stream and then boulder hopped up
towards the Cascades. Progress was hampered by
low hanging lianas and it reminded me of the tims,
a few years ago, at Fongwean Falls, when Scotty
was swinging on one oi these mongey ropes, but
his sheer wadght prevented the rope from returning
to the take off point, and after a few moments of
henging in space the rope broke and Scotty
plummeted cut of sight, down through the lantana
bush 15 feet below. - Buit to get back to our hike -
e carrisd on upstream till at last the 200 ft.

\) height of the Cascades came into view. The top
was soon reached and it was'nt long before every-
one was cavorting around in the lovely deep pool
which mekes this suech a delightful spot. In no
tie at all Lindy shouted'coffee', and then the
fun began. Some of ‘the more adventurous types

found that if they wet the rocks it mede & delight-
ful slide down whioch our bodies were soon
careering in somewhat undignified positicns. Your
writer was persuaded to try his hand or should I
say b~- at it, but unfortunately my slids went
out of contrel. I hope your grazed elbows are
G.h, Nike!

The rest of the day was spent lazing around
until we ¢leared up our rubbish end set off for
the lorry. & short stop was made for the crowd to
adnire what is surely one of the nost beautiful
viaterialls in Natal, mcIntosh Falls, where the
stream drops over 150 ft. into a large pool set
in exotic tropical surroundings. Qur route back
to the lorry lay through the wattle plantations,
and how refreshing 1t was to coge across this
pleasing scene with the tall trees standing in & ..l oeQ ¢
bed of lush grass about 4 inches tniclk. ALl teoo
so0ia the lorry came into sight and ve clambered
aboard to await Lindy who had teken a short cutl
with 2 of the girls, a visitor and Uoris Heethling.
Wice to see you again Doris. So ended our Tirst
hike of the year. Let us hope that with the fuller
support of members the rest will be as sucgsﬁﬁﬁg}.
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This month we were privileged to have a
alide and film shovi, and a talk about the viork
of the Natal Parks Board given to us by John
Page, who came &ll the viay frowm haritzburg for
this purpose. His talk was concerned mainly with
the Game Reserves in Zululand, and in particular
with fOperation Rhino', end we were eble to
handle for ourselves the darts used in this
operation and hesr about the early experiments
and sheer hard work that went into this success-
ful undertsking. lr Pace's talk showed his great

knowledegeam@llove of wild life, and it was most Q)J
h

interesting to heer of the courageous role whic
the Bantu Game Guards play in wild life conser-
vation. The slides which we were shown were all
of an exceptionally high stendard, and both by
these slides and by the film which followed we
were brought to realise that these reserves are
sanctuaries to even the smallest forms of plant
and insect life &8 well as to the larger well
gnovwin marmals. ‘e were given interesting glimpses
into the evervday activities of the birds, frogs,
snakes, eerwigs and many other creatures. The
slices of White Rhino and their mode of life
were exceptionally interssting, and iMr Page
throughout the show gave a commentary that was
amusinsg and yet was peppered with a wealth of
interesting facts about the lives end habits of
the various animals.

Tea followed the slides, and here I must
2dd a special word of thanks to all those who
provided the delicious eats., Then a filam was
shovin on the Zululand Ressrves, and although the
sound broke down- we snjoyed hr. Fage's conuents.
Lastly’ we viere shown a Shell film on the sarly
motor races in Eurcpe and while we laughed over
the early racing mepdels we marvelled the daring
and enthusisam of the pioneers in this sport.
There vias a very zood response to this evening
and approxinetely 80 people were present. We
should 1i tc thank you 2ll for comlng, and to
thank kr. Fzge end also the Shell Co. EbD.
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ar/2 HIKE TO MacPHERSON'S GASGADES.

This hike was very well attended and we were
particularly glad to see so many faces which we
have not seen for some time especially Mr & lirs
Marrs. We welcomed 16 new visitors introduced by
members, snd there were 56 of us crammed inte the
lorry when we left Pinetown. At Cato Ridge we
turned. off to MacPherson's farm from where we
started hiking. Cutting across the veld we made
our way down into the valley and then across a
ridge to the cascades. As there were a variety of
succulents growing in this area Glen had an
exouse for hils corny eraok:q) "fhat did one cactus
say to enother” a) "Alce™. The river was flowing
strongly after the recent rains, and soon a number
of people were splashing around in the pool below
the cascades. Obhers were brave enocugh to slide
down the rock slide, and surfaced ruefully rubbing
posteriors.

After lunch the hardy types climbea up the
cliff opposite just for recreation while the rest
of us chatted or dozed. Then the first drops of
rain fell and soon it was raining steadily. We
set off back sgain in the rain seeking to keep
dry in a medley of raincoats, capes, ground sheets
eto. Rain dripped down our necks and oozed into
our shoes as we plodded up the long hill from the
stream. Tt seemed & long wey to the top, but at
last the farm house came into view. Somehow we
all packed into the lorry and set off home in the
rain. We sang to keep up our dampened spirits and
areamt of being able to streteh our cramped limba
again, but best of all of hoie, dry clothes and
hot baths.

EDITRES3'S CORKER. %8 .
Dear Ramblers,

As this is the
last magazine I shall be editing I should like
to thank lilke Hooper, Lella Richardson, Brian
Joyce, Harry Tripe and Chris for all their help
with the printing and sending of the newsletters.
Without their help theis could have been NoO MAgS.




BDITRESS'S CORNER., i

Congratulacions this month go to Sylvia &

Peter Roffe on the birth of théir dasughter, and
to hionty and Val Van Der Spuy on the arrival

of snother baby girl. Girls sezn to be in the
air at the mcment. -

Well by now another year is well on its way
and I am surs that many of you have ltchy feet
and a desire to travel before this year 1s over,
meanwhile I hope that you will have many hours
of fun with the Ramblers discovering the wealth
of beauty and novelty only a matter of minutes
away. I myself began the New Year in a vway I
shall never forget, as I had inpneccently agreed
on a trip by launch to Seal Island in False Bay.
I very magneninously shared my only sesa-sickness
tablet with my spouse, and walted for our great
adventure. Imagine our dismay when our gallant
ecraft was towed into harbour after breaking down,
and a smelly old fishing boat caize to take us on
our way. I settled down to enjoy riyself, but the
first thing I discovered was that although we say
the sea is as smooth as glass it is in fact never
still, and heaves and tosses continually. Up and
down we tossed with monotonous regularity. First
of all I laughed aloud with delight when we rose
on a swell and then came crashing down agaln
leaving my stomach somewhere behind ms, but by
the time we had covered the 7 miles to the
Island I did'nt feel mueh like sixiling, Anyway I
manased to muster some enthusiasm about the fat
seals waddling arcund end threading their way
through the water, but oh! I wished the boat
would be still for just a moment. I felt like
dgath, and soon succumbed to sea-sickness. Some
kindly soul advised me to keep looking at the sky
and on the return trip I studied every inch of
the heavens, but out of the corner of my eye I
could see that the freckles were becoming ever
more prominant on the face of the girl opposite
me. Well I shall leave you to guess what happened
then. From now on I shall be sticking to hiiking
and leaving the sea to others.

ED. '
#dele Schorn. Phone.47581.
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