MINUTES OF THE 64TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE DURBAN
RAMBLERS’ HIKING CLUB HELD ON 20 FEBRUARY 1996
AT THE NEW GERMANY SPORT CLUB, NEW GERMANY

PRESENT:
39 Members attended the meeting

APOLOGIES
Janet Marsh, Pam Podmore, Di McCoy and Chris Hodges

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE 1995 A.G.M. P
Minutes of the Meeting were confirmed. (Proposed by Jenny Hewitt and seconded by
Jean Jacobs.)

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
The Ingeli Trail: Philip reported that cars can be parked at the Police Station and
hikers are driven to the start of the trail by the SAP and picked up after the hike.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman’s Report was accepted. (Proposed by Mike White Seconded by Lynda
Holmes.)

FINANCIAL REPORT
Margret Kirsten advised that as her financial report had been included in the Chairman’s
report, she had nothing to add.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
Having been proposed and seconded, the following Office Bearers were elected to serve
until the next AGM:-

SECRETARY Glenys Bently
DAY HIKES Steve Nel
WEEKEND HIKES Vacant
EDITOR Jenny Hewitt
TRAILS ORGANISER Philip Gatenby

SOCIAL ORGANISER Janet Marsh

MARKETING ORGANISER Marylee Arnott



CHAIRMAN Bill Hyslop and Philip Gatenby were both

nominated. By a show of hand Bill Hyslop was
elected Chairman.

TREASURER Colin Turner, Sue Ferguson & Marylee Arnott

were nominated. Colin Turner was elected.
Treasurer

7. ELECTION OF AUDITOR
Vic Conrad was re elected as the Auditor for the Club.
{Proposed by Colin Turner and Seconded by Margret Kirsten.)

8. PRESENTATION OF THE FLOATING TROPHY

The floating trophy was presented to Gavin Thompson for his enthusiastic support and
assistance to the club. -

9. GENERAL

D

if)

iii)

iv)

vi)

. Vic Conrad pointed out that there was a sum of R36 679.00 in the account and

queried the purpose of keeping such a large sum. He suggested that the money be
donated to charity.

Vic Conrad proposed, and seconded by Margret Kirsten, that the policy of
charging members or hikers R2.00 for club fees be discontinued. Jean Bolstridge
proposed that the club continue to receive at least R1.00 if not the R2.00. By a
show of hands the majority view of the meeting was that Vic’s proposal should
be adopted and it was agreed that the Committee be requested to discuss this at
its first meeting.

Bill Hyslop suggested that the club lease ground on the border of the
Drakensberg- for easier access to the Parks Board areas.

Bill felt that although the income was increasing it was not at the rate of inflation,
and proposed the funds be kept for emergencies.

Norman's proposal that the club pay the entrance fee to Parks Board etc was not
accepted.

Janet Marsh proposed an amendment to the constitution, but as it had not been
circulated with the agenda it could not be put to the vote.

Geoff proposed a vote of thanks to the out going committee.
Seconded by Mike Morrillion who proposed a vote of thanks to the members
attending the AGM as they are the backbone of the club.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.28 p.m.
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DURBAN RAMBLERS HIKING CLUB
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 1995/6

After 30 years in the wings - most of them performing some committee
function - usually 'berg trip leader, | was accorded the honour of being your
Chairman. If anyone thought this position carried any advantage they were
dead wrong (unfortunate turn of phrase). There have been two blatant
attempts on my life during my term of office. The first was on one of Bill's
famous little rock scrambles, when a rock, without warning, struck my hat
at great speed giving my neck a sickening wrench. Fortunately my head
was not inside the hat at the time. The other happened on the infamous,
second, wet Blinkwater Trail, when Fatima, struggling on a steep and
greasy slope, with an almighty heave, snapped off a massive tree. Having
no further use for it, she let it go and it slowly toppled and crashed down
on top of me. Fortunately my trusty Bergan took the worst of the impact
and, after a short pause, to utter some oaths about women hikers, | was
able to continue with the ordeal, sorry, trail. »

1995 was a difficult year for your committee since the Day Hike Organiser
resigned before the year's work had begun. This meant that there was
very little slack amongst the experienced members to enable them to help
the large number of new members. Bill took over the task of Day Hike
Organiser and, when the issue of adequate reimbursement of drivers was
raised, rose to the challenge and invented a set of new hikes closer to
home.

The innovation of the Saturday afternoon hikes has brought us several new
members and has possibly forestalled the copening of a branch of The
Geriatric Stumblers Club in our region.

The contact with the Stella speed-walking group has also gained us some
new members, made some members fitter and injured one of us.

All our traditional activities have been well supported, and | am pleased to
record that, in spite of having the lowest subs of any similar club in the
region, we ended the year comfortably "in the black".

Thanks to new members of the Natal Parks Board, new staff members of
the Board handling user group liaison, the regular liaison meetings, and
Honorary Officer meetings, our relationship with the Board has attained the
level of friendship and dedication to common goals which should always
have existed. Honorary Officers who have ceased to function due to
dissatisfaction with the previous administration are urged to take up their
activities again. A major benefit of the new situation is that, for the first
time, we are permitted to camp in the Giant Castle Game Reserve (except
in the vicinity of the camp and the mountain huts).

A year of hard graft is expected of committee members and leaders.
Fortunately there are several non committee members who also work hard
to support the ideals of our organisation. Many wili be mentioned in the
reports which follow. Perhaps a few will not be mentioned, but their
efforts are greatly appreciated. Three in particular are conspicuous in my
activities - Steve Nel for his tireless enthusiasm in recce work and route
finding, Gavin Thomson for the frequent use of his home for socials etc.,
for being alternate organiser/leader of the Saturday walks and for
organising "get fit" walks in the evening during the week, and Ron George
for suggesting and leading some new Saturday walks.



| will now turn to the reports of the other committee members.

Day hikes

The evergreen Hyslop was once again, rather unfairly, for he had earned
his year of semi-retirement, called upon to organise, which often means
lead, the day hikes. He was sorely missed during his mid-summer trip to
Britain, since we had already used up all our "one hike" leaders. He reports
as follows:

"The job of "ordinary member” of this committee consists of helping with
the odd tasks left over and undone which otherwise the chairman would
have to pick up. As our present chairman had, as "ordinary member"”
helped me in the days when | was in the "hot seat”, it seemed only right
and proper to do the job for him.

As things turned out, | almost immediately acquired the old task of
organising day hikes when Sue Ferguson resigned from this job at the
beginning of the year.

It was made clear to the committee that members were beginning to be
sensitive about the increasing costs of travelling fong distances for our
Sunday day-hikes, so | followed the policy of trying to have three fairly
local trips every month and only one long distance one.

This meant a heavy programme of reconnaissance trips on Saturdays in
order to find new venues and | was most greatly encouraged by the help of
my regular "recce" companion, the stalwart Steve Nel, together with the
new hikes which Colin Turner investigated with me {and led), and the
contributions made by Jean Bolstridge, Paula Baxter, Frank Price, John van
Zyl and Denise, Tom de Waal and others. Others leading have been Sue
Ferguson, Tony Livingstone and Dora Tharratt, Jean Foster and Margaret
Kirsten.

Out of the 52 hikes of the year, 8 have been brand new and another 6
substantially improved - just over 25% of the total.

On every hike we have enjoyed the lunch-time "brew", thanks to the
continuing care of Joe Strayton, who has looked after the bag of
commissariat.

We have kept the charges for hikes down to R2,00 per member and R4,00
per non-member - approximately, that is, because | refuse to do Higher
Mathematics in the middle of a hike when disbursing expenses! The charge
for the club is mainly to cover costs of reconnaissances which, thanks to
the generosity of Steve Nel, have been low this year.

Another job which fell into my lap was to organise a few lectures for our
bi-monthly evening meets. | think members were glad to have them but,
my goodness, they needed a lot of reminding!"

Trails

It would appear that the rumour that the Natal Agricultural Union had made
Colin Turner an offer which he could not refuse, was false. His
contribution to the national economy is, however, undoubtedly vast and
possibly enough to offset that of several politicians. In only one year on
the job, he has refined his unique talent to the point where he does not
even have to walk the trail - merely booking it is sufficient to cause
torrential downpours over wide areas. For the sake of the country, | hope



he continues to organise and lead trails for many years. Long may he
reign. Colin reports as follows:

"Not having been a regular trailer before and there being no file to refer to
for previous trails undertaken or available both locally and further afield, my
first task was to collect as many brochures and information on trails as
possible. This has now been done and will be an ongoing exercise.

Three trails were mooted at the beginning of the vyear but due to the
unsettled situation in Transkei, the Wild Coast one was shelved. Those
undertaken were the Malolotja in Swaziland, The Hell, Swartberg and
Tierberg on our Cape Trip to Prince Albert where we spent 8 days with
Dick and Regina. The Blinkwater near the Karkloof twice {4 days and 2
days) and the 2 day Oribi trail between Ladysmith and Newcastle. All
these trails were well supported and enjoyed by all, but unfortunately rain
and mist spoilt both the 2 day trails. A repeat of the Blinkwater week-end
trail was arranged this January but again rain intervened and it was called
off. The proposed undertaking of the Giant's Cup trail this March has, due
to lack of support, been cancelled.

The 12 day Cape trip to Prince Albert, allowing 2 days travelling each way,
was a highlight for the 9 participants. Apart from the hiking, there was the
hospitality of the "Billiets", the overnights in quaint historical buildings, the
spring flowers, the scenery, the interesting places to visit including
Oudtshoorn, a wine estate, Prince Albert itself, the Owl House and the
Gamkapoort Canyon, the friendly people and the history of the area
imparted to us by knowledgeable experts. This trip cost under R800,00
each for 12 days and should become an annual pilgrimage at springtime,
travelling down via the Eastern Free State and returning via the Eastern
Cape and Transkei."

Week-end trips

Neville ran a series of successful trips during the year and reports as
follows:

"Once again we are at the end of another years hiking, hopefully having
given all a chance to experience places a little further afield, for which |
extend my grateful thanks to all helpers and leaders who made this possible
and brought a new phrase into the Ramblers vocabulary of "one more river
to cross". The enthusiasm of hearing South Africa win the Rugby World
Cup from Goats Cave (thanks John); the Australian visitor looking for a
"CREEK" in the Berg; the shocking times (electric fences) in the Karkloof;
leaders performing the Mole Snake Dance; overnighting in the wettest
cave yet and obtaining the services of our own personal "Y" front clad
Basuto guide to direct us through the mist; dining on the gourmet delights
of freshly caught rainbow trout.

One thing we must not forget is the hospitality shown by farmers and
landowners to the club when we are weekending on private property. For
those and lots more, once again | thank my fellow hikers and wish you a
rewarding and exciting year ahead.”

Socials

In between her accustomed gallivanting around the world, Janet managed
to organise social events whose success owed a great deal to her tenacity.
Her "country cottage” was also home to our members on several
occasions. She reports thus:



"How can we fail to have a good social year with such an enthusiastic
friendly "game for anything” group of members!

Games evenings: Since March '95 we had 9 scrabble evenings with more
booked for December and January.

Shows : were enjoyed by groups every month, usually followed by "get
togethers” in the Keg. The shows included Andrew Young, Buddy Holly,
Swan Lake, Handful of Keys, Evita, Ballet Excerpts, Queen of the Opera I,
and Elvis.

Ladies evenings (% price movie and dinner} : were programmed monthly,
held infrequently, mainly due to the organiser's unavailability.

Sunset Proms : were enjoyed regularly by this organiser, occasionally by
other members. Unfortunately these superb evenings do rather clash with
Sunday hikes.

Besides above events as programmed, credit must go in all directions for
the impromptu extra events, hikes plus braai and champagrfe breakfast,
welcoming, farewell, birthday and housewarming parties, with even a day
at the races "on the house". NOT forgetting the wonderful social
atmosphere prevailing on week-end hikes and trails. Thank you all. Janet.”

The remaining functions are less glamorous than the activity ones but are
vitally necessary and do not benefit from the reward of feedback from the
membership. The efforts of the incumbents are greatly appreciated.

Treasurer : Margaret Kirsten

" Another financial year has come to an end, my 3rd and last following the
present constitution. | am pleased that | am able to hand over matters in
an orderly condition and that our club is in a sound financial position.
Unfortunately membership is down from the figures of last year.

We welcomed 14 new members and there were 5 resignations. We also
had to write off 22 members after repeated notification that their
membership fees were overdue.

After membership fees, day hikes bring in a substantial amount of money.
Of course we "serve" coffee and tea, and recci costs are also deducted
from that. We were also able to invest R5 000,00 and soon we may be
able to do so again. From the aforementioned it is reasonably expected
that membership fees do not have to be increased in the new year.

As | mentioned, my 3 years as treasurer are up, after | reluctantly accepted
this position and responsibility in the condition it was in. A special thank
you to Colin Turner for assisting me and thank you, the club, for trusting
me in keeping our finances in good order.

Lastly, after having served on the committee for 12 years, | wish to retire
from, all committee duties and am therefore not standing for re-election.
Thank you for your support all those years. Yours in hiking. Margaret.”



Secretary : Jean Bolstridge

"The year as secretary for Durban Ramblers passed extremely quickly and |
enjoyed the experience of working with such dedicated ramblers. | stand
down with regret but find my career as conference co-ordinator is taking up
far more of my time than anticipated.

There were a number of new members during the course of the year :
Malcolm Commons, G. Currie, Ingrid and Lee D'Eathe, Con Ferreira, Leonie
Luckin, Monica Matthewson, Jean McCourt, Paul Shone, F. Waddilove and
J. Young. Sadly there were a few resignations. J. Bolstridge."

Editor : Jenny Hewitt

"My predecessor, Jean Jacobs, seemed to produce the magazine so
effortlessly, that when approached to take over from her, | thought that the
job of Editor would be a piece of cake. | soon realised that it is a lot of
hard work which is very concentrated over a short period of time every two
months {and it is quite amazing how quickly those 2 months come around).
On the other hand, the reward of being Editor is the opportunity to
participate in the affairs of the club, to meet a wider range of its members
and to be the first to see what is on the programme.

My grateful thanks go to my co-committee members for their co-operation
in submitting their information to me in time for each issue and for trying to
make their handwriting legible. Obviously each Editor has a different style
and tries to impose her personal stamp on the magazine. What | had hoped
for was greater input and contributions from Club members as | felt that
this would make the magazine more interesting and personal, but
unfortunately this was not forthcoming. | am grateful, however, that the
Club members were very tolerant and forbearing during my initial learning
curve and refrained from pointing out the numerous typing errors, which
mainly resulted from running out of time to check the magazine thoroughly
before handing it over for printing. | did always try and ensure that you
received your magazine on time.

| wish my successor every success in serving as Editor of the magazine.”

Auditor : Vic Conrad
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Philip Gatenby Tel:
4 Rhodes Court

270 Vause Road

Durban

4001

Secretary

Jean Bolstridge Tel:
35 Bartle Road

Umbilo

Durban

4001
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Margret Kirsten Tel:
54 Orchid Gardens

8 Dawnlea Road

Malvern

4093

Day Hike Organiser

Weekend Organiser

Nevil Walmsley Tel:
37 Harborth Road

New Germany

3610

Trails Organiser

Colin Turner Tel:
149 Grosvenor Road

Glenmore

Durban

4001

Editor

Jenny Hewitt Tel:
14 Arbor Ridge

Ridge Road

Durban

4001

Bvening Mects Onganiser

Janet Marsh Tel:
Box 505

Hillcrest

36850

Ordinary Member

Bill Hysiop Postal  Tel:
Suite 23, Enfield House Box 480

63 Old Main Road Kloof
Pinetown 3640

3630
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DURBAN RAMBLERS HIKING CLUB

." *

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR__THE PERIOD ENDED 31st DECEMBER 1995

1995 1994
s R R
Income: 12477 11852
Subscription 4512 5032
Entrance Fees 150 _ 320
Day Hikes (R2979 less exp. R519) 2460 2998
Berg Trips/Trails 523 345
Equipment Hire 126 355
Donations 100 82
Advertising - 25
Interest 3597 1974
Profit on Sale - Hats 9 31
Profit on Sale - Tents/Typewriter - 690
Insurance Claim 1000 -
LESS Expenditure s 4121 3566
Magazine Coste 2260 1266
General Expenses 342 718
Anmual General Meeting —-Snacks 195 -
Committee Dinner 'and Refreshments 754 522
Gifts 86 2901
Bank Chearges 291 310
Travelling-NPB Meetings 193 . 131
Fees - Hiking Federatiom - 250
Shartage on Shirts - 36
Equiipment Maintenance - 42
EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE 8356 8286

TRANSFERRED TO ACCUMULATED FUNDS == ====
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

)

DURBAN _RAMBLERS HIKING CLUB

BALANCE SHEET AS AT THE 31lst DECEMBER 1995

1995 1994
Accumulated Fundss .- s - B
Balance as at 3lst December 1994 28323 20037
Excess of Income over Expenditure 8356 8286
26679 _28323
Represented Byr - : .

Fixed Assets at Depreciated Value 300 - 300
Tents and Backpacks | 100 100
Office Equiopment 130 130
Camping Equipment 50 50
Slide Projector | 20 20

Current Assets H38334 30434
Advance Payment on Berg Trip 360 208
Floats - Secretary/Editor 500 450
Stocks - Hats : 1796 1888
Sundry Debtors 99 20
Cash at Bank 5470 5684
Investmentss ' 30609 22184

Savings - 4428

Pixed Deposits 24786 13804

32 Day Notice 3043 2721
Interest Accrued 2780 Jl 1231

Total Assets 39134 30734
Less Liabilitiess 2455 2411
Pravision for Replacement of Equipment|2000 2000
Subscriptions in Advance 25 96
Accounts Payable 430 315

= 36679 28323

P. GATENBY - CHEEQMAN LKITHRSTEN - TREASURER

I have examined the booksand vouchers of the Club. According
to these records and the information given to me, I am satisfied that
proper records have been kept and the Financial Statements reflect

the financial position of the Club. (
. Va5 v.coRAD - AUDIZOR DATE..%:% %
_—5—'—"") . i
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DURBAN RAMBLERS’ HIKING CLUB
NOTICE OF THE 1996 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled to take place at the 'ﬁe;w Germany Sports Club,
Harvey Road, New Germany on 20 February 1996 at 7.30 p.m.

AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES )
2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 1995 A.G.M.
3. ' MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4. COMMITTEE REPORT
5. FINANCIAL REPORT
6. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
2, ELECTIQY,OF AUDITOR
8 PRESEN'TA:FION OF FLOATING TROPHY

9, ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN







