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67th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Qur Annual General Meeting takes place at the New Germany Sports
Club on Wednesday the 17th February 1999. Please make every
effort to attend and try to find willing members who are prepared to
be nominated for a position on the committee(see forms enclosed).




CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER

This may be the last chatter penned by your present chairman, as you the members
will, at our A G.M. in February, be elecling the new committee for the 1999 year. | do
hope that the chatter has been of benefit to members in keeping them in touch with
committee decisions and information on matters concerning your club. The A.G.M. will
be held at the New Gemany Sports Club, as it was felt unwise to combine a business
mesting with outdoor activities.

A new association has been formed by user groups of the greater Drakensberg area
with the aim of promoting wise and sustainable use and conservation of this area, by
seeking official representation on palicy-making bodies and other organisations. The
name agreed upon is "Federation of Drakensberg User Groups” (F.D.G.), and will
comprise of properly constituted groups such as hiking, mountaineering, mountain
biking and fly-fishing clubs, scout groups, wildlife associations etc. At the most recent
meeting attended by Philip Gatenby and myself, the constitution was adopted and
Philip was elected as a committee member. Our club will be applying for membership,
the fee being a nominal R100. F.D.G. has already been invited to become a member
of Bergwatch and the Drakensberg Working Group, and will report to members on each
meeting attended. Your club is also represented at Hiking and Mountaineering Liaison
Committee meetings with the KwaZulu Nature Conservation Services. In view of the
drastic budget cuts experienced by KZNCS, they are unable to finance their field staff
in areas such as Krantzkioof Nature Reserve to the same extent as in previous years.
As we have both Saturday and Sunday hikes in thig reserve, a financial donation of
R500 was made by your club to the KZNCS to assist them in fabour costs.

This issue of the magazine has been compiled by Grahame Davies, and we are grateful
to him for stepping into the breach with Jenny Hewitt being away. Grahame is prepared
to be nominated for the position of editor for next year. Apart from Fatima, no-one else
has offered to serve on the 1999 committee. Please give this matter your serious
considsration.

1 would like {o make a plea to members on hikes to rally round and assist any person
who appears to be in distress, as the leader has to stay up front and cannot play both
roles at the same time.

Adrian has extracted some statistics from the past year's hiking. With regard to hike
costs he has established the following:-

49% of hikes were R10 and under

14% of hikes were R11 - R15

21% of hikes were R16 - R20

16% of hikes were over R20
Whilst we appraciate that some hikes may be beyond the pocket of membars, these are
traditional hikes of our club, and do add variety to our programme. Your new committee
will have to consider whether these hikes shouid be further curtailed. Of our
membership, only 124 members actually hiked during the last year, which at just under
50% is similar to previous years. It would be nice to meet the other 50% al some time.
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Congratulations are extended to Otto Stockl who joined a growing number of Ramblers
who have made it to the top of Kilimanjaro. | hear that others are planning to summit on
st January 2000. That should be a lifetime experience. We also extend our best

wishes for many years of happiness togsther to Clinton and Annora who will be getting
married on Boxing Day.

Members are reminded that the 1999 subscriptions fall due on the 1st January and you

are asked to please remit your payment together with the enclosed renewal form, fully
completed, as soon as possible.

In conclusion, F would like to extend to all members a vary joyful and biessed Christmas
and a peaceful new year with good fellowship, good hiking and especially good health.

Yours in hiking
Colin Turner

[ MEMBERS' NEWS |

We extend a friendly Rambler's welcome to new member Daphne Bushell and aspirant
members Cathy & Rob Smith, Renee Freeburn, Thora Kruger and Mike Serrierier. We
hope you have many years of happy hiking with us.

Good luck to Clinton Clark and Annora Hassan who marry on boxing Day. May they
have a greal life together.

- ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEES !
Families / Couples R25 Single R20
Country Families / Couples R20 Country Single R16

Entrance Fee R10 per person

N.B. Subscriptions are due on 1st January 1999. Please remit fees with the
completed 1998 subscription form ( form enclosed),

| HIKING PROGRAMME : JANUARY TO MARCH 1999 )

Please try to gel to our meeting places at least 10 minutes earlier so that fees can

be collected and lifts arranged timeously. Day hikers, bring 2 litres of water, a hat

and a cup for lunchtime tea/coffee. Saturday afternaon hikers, bring 1 litre of water

and a snack for haif time.

Meeting places :  Durban - Musgrave Park, Cnr Berea & Musgrave Roads
Pinetown - Union Main Centre, Old Main Road.

NB - PLEASE BRING CORRECT MONEY AS NO CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN
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DAY HIKE PROGRAMME

All meeting times, unless otherwise stated are : Durban 08h00 Pinetown 08h30

DATE DESCRIPTION OF HIRE | HIRE LEADERS | TELEPHONE |
COST OF HIKE NUMBERS
3 Jan HUpper Molweni- starting from Margret Kirsten /658052 a/h
the Krantzkloof main picnic site | Members RS
up a pretiy valley to Everion falls | Visitors R14
- and back
o %870 7an Cedara State Forest - lovely Tony Livingstone | Adrian Rowe
W hike through forest near Hilton Members R19 7644721 alh
‘p_ Qfa' L NB - Dbn 07Th30 P'town 08h00 | Visitors R24
i 17 Jar.~ | Hurricane Hill. Medium hike Adrian Rowe 7644721 a/h
/ through rolling hills above Members R9
tributary of Sterkspruit river Visitors R14
24 J Chantecler Skyline. A moderate | Steve Nel Adrian Rowe
7X hike for summer Members R10 7644721 alh
Visitors R15
31 Jan St Helier Heights. An enjoyable | Jeony-Mewitt { 812478 ath
=4 hike incorporaling natural forest | Members R8 Gorgd &
: and farm land Visitors R13
47 Feb Waterfall Wander. A new hike Chris Dobson 7651824 a/h
Hwyeé' along the Nkutu river in the Members R10
E Waterfall area. Visitors R15
. |7aFeb | Durban Harbour. The harbour | John-Ver 2y! 97p1 a/h
el area and through the BIuff bush. | Members R?}% m&
N.B. Dbn 08h30, P'town 08h00 | Visitors R12
+ boat fee?
¥ ¢’ |21Feb | Camelot. A shorter summer hike | Steve Nel Adrian Rowe
to the south of Cato Ridge Members R17 7644721 ah
Visitors R22
i & g 28 Feb Shongweni Nature Reserve A | Colin Turmer 7083517
ki return to an old faithful where we | Members R10
believe the rhinos are friendly Visitars R15
+ Reserve fee
7 March | Delville Wood. A new hike with | Peter Kaiser 7643939 a/h
it's fair share of ups and downs | Members R9
in the Shongweni area Visitors R14
"91 J.m 14 March | Peacevale. Hike through and Adrian Rowe 7644721 alh
/ ) above the Peacevale Valley Members R10
along Key Ridge. Visitors R15
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21 March | Mount Ashley. Pretty Steve Nel Adrian Rowe ?H‘*"Fy
countryside with lovely views, Members R25 7644721 alh
west of Midmar Dam. Visitors R30
N.B. Dbn 0Th30 P’town 08h0C

28 March | Hazelmere Dam. Pretty hike Glenys Beuntley 847632 alh
along edge of dam. Entry to Members R13
reserve R6 + poss. boat ride fee | Visitors R18

| SATURDAY AFTERNOON HIKES PROGRAMME |

These hikes depart from Musgrave Park Medical Centre at 13.30 sharp, (except
where shown), and cost R5.00. {Hikes marked # involve a small payment to the
reserve. Please bring a litfle small change). Would those for whom the starting point
is not convenient, please proceed to the destination, or phone one of the organisers
between 12h00 and 12h45 on the day, to arrange a suitable meeting point.

Those who have led a particular hike and/or would like to lead a hike, should
approach the organisers at the start, and their wishes can normaily be
accommodated.

ORGANISERS :-Philip (213592), Fred (849724)

[ DATE ~ DESTINATION
2 Tan Nqutu Gorge - Valley Drive near causeway.
9 Jan # Paradise Valley - between dual carriageway and flats.
16 Jan Kloof 2 - Kloof Falls picnic site.
23 Jan Springside - 1st right off Hillcrest OMR after leaving highway.
30 Jan Winston Park 1 - tumning circle at eastern end of Jan Smuts Ave.
6 Feb Winston Park 2 - siart at lake - previously St Heliers Tea Garden.
13 Feb Kloof 1 - Kloof Falls picnic site
20 Feb Kloaof and Highway SPCA_Village Road. Bring secateurs.
27 Feb | Roosfontein - Westville prison. Spine road.
6 March Palmiet - entrance opposite Westville Hotel.
13 March | Kloof 3 - Kloof Falls picnic site.
20 March | New Germany - 2nd right off Otto Volek Road after OMR
27 March mbilo D'M - old Umbilo drive-in si
PS - it's efection year next year - should be fun. But the trouble with political jokes is I
that most of them get elected



{ : SOCIALS DIARY i

| WEEKEND AND TRAILS PROGRAMME I BATE EVENT N
Sat 30 Jan Harbour hike & braai at Point Yacht Club Denise 4629781
VE = very easy, E = easy, M = moderate, S = strenuous, VS = very sitrenuous afterwards. Meet at 13n15at PY.C.
DATE EE%ERIPTIbN LEADER PHEFHE . Wed 17 Feb A.G.M. New Germany Sports Club - 1Sh00
i Flexible - discuss your preferences | Audrey | H237902 |M : for 19h30
7 §Jan with Audrey Vickers Fri 26 Feb Soacial get-together at Thatchers from 17h30 | Denise 4629781
. {16-17 | Cathedral Peak - day and moonlight | Mike H 4663759 | E-M onwards
16 Jan walks from campsite. Ideal for first White Wed 10 Mar?'l Presentation by Cedric Biggs on Denise 4629781
time bergers. “Orientation” at Stella Club, Davenport Rd
22-23 | Giants Castle area - Drakensberg Bill 0824552217 Fri 26 March | Social get-together at Westvilie Country Denise 4629781
!/
& ldan | wetiands Hyslop | 7055770 Club
29-31 | Gzalingenwa. Tents or Polela hut Mary Lee | H 234158 M
Jan B IN ADDITION -

27-28 | Clearwater Camp- superb scenic Tom de H 474766 M-S

o5 2 Protea Atlassing
Feb nhiking area. Two new chalets, Bridelia | Waal i
) Straets, aschwilhssp. Showes, On Wednesday 10th February 1999- lvan Massyn, a young rock climber from the

. - . : Cape will give a presentation on Protea atlassing at Berea Rover's club - 19h30.
bl Fei it metlia ity gem B S The talk will tie in with Bill Smail's hike to Wilson's Cave on the weekend of 13/14
February 1999 On that weekend a practical session of protea atlassing will take
place in the Wilson's Cave area - meet at 09h00 at Underberg inn on Saturday 14
February. If you are interested please contact Barry Busby for more information -
tel - 833235(H), 7019000 (W).

gas ring. Each sleeps 6 in two rooms
Fully equipped with bedding, towsls,
cutlery & crockery. Back by popular
demand. Costs are R40 p.p.per night.
Hike in Parks Board Reserve R8.00 (x

i g i 1y wit] i i i i
ﬁ::les} Bl Terioekiljwad ity tn Mount Kilimanjaro for the Millenium.

— = Hike the mountain and reach the top on the 1st January 2000. A wonderiful way to
el e e lan & Rae %‘;‘3 start the new century. The cost will be in the region of R10 000. For further

March - Susa information and booking contact Mike White on 4663758 / 0833255348 or Glenys

19-22 | Monks Cowl campsite {tents), then Mary Lee [H234158 " |M Bentley on 847632,

March | Zulu cave, climb Intunja Amot

2-5 Cathedral/ Ndedema area - lan & Rae | Cedric : Rock Art Club Guide Course

April ‘progressive” backpacking hike Stuart 864053 In his chairman’s report earlier in the year, Colin Tumer mentioned that with the
carrying tents. preservation of rock art in mind, the KwaZulu Natal Nature Conservation Services

2-5 Blinkwater Trail - near Greytown Philip H 213562 M were going to restrict entry to the sensitive Didima (Ndedema) Gorge area of the

April Gatenby Drakensberg, near Calhedral, to those people who were accompanied by a person

23-27 | Hidi Pass - Mnweni cutback and Margret | H 7658052 |VS wha had gualified as a trained guide accredited to them.

70 of | April down Mnweni Pass. Only for the Kirsten
6&%&_{ 'zgi‘ super fit and independent. Hot and » Club guides were one of the accepted categories, so to ensure that our club can

cold weather clothing hike through this area with our own qualified guide, we nave arranged a course

lecture on -

SATURDAY 6th THE INTERPRETATIVE CENTRE, KLOOF
JGORGE FROM TILL MID-AFTERNOON. Bring a picnic lunch




The course on Rock Art will be given by Beth Wanhl, formerly of the Natal Museum in
Pietermaritzburg, bul now working for Amafa - Provincial Heritage Agency. it will be
open to all club members and interested friends, irrespective of your intention to
become a qualified club guide or not. We expect that Berg hike leaders will become
qualified club guides. There is no cost to members. If you want to go, please phone
Colin on Tel : 7083517, so that he can ensure sufficient seating

N.B. Audrey Vickers submitted a very good articte about her experiences on the Naukiuft Trall, an 8 -
day trail that traverses a section of the Namib-Naukiuft National Park, Namibla. But there was no space
fo fit it in the magazine this ime. | hope that the editor can fit it in the next magazine. However in the

ntime the "C & Outdoor Life” magazine has serialieed over two months a report by Mary
Duncan on the hike in which Audrey participated. The last part of the report shows a photo of Audrey,
fully packed up and halding a bucket............ | wonder what was in the bucket?

RAMBLERS HATS FOR SALE R10 EACH : Contact Colin Turner at 7083517
Hiring of Equipment for Members :

Tents - R7.50 per day. Deposit R50.00 Contact Gerald Hall at 251089

Contact Philip Gatenby for the following at 213582

Backpacks - R3.00 to R5.00 per day. Deposit R50.00.

Sleeping mats R1.00 per day. Deposit R10. Stove with fuel R5.00. Deposit R20.00

YOU DONT HAVE TO GO TO A “MILLIOR”
STORES TO FIND EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
CAMPING AND OUTDOOR ADVEMTURES, JUST
STOF AND CHECK 1S OUT.

linkt 2 n&ﬁuu, Teokfield twri.
Springfield Pock, Durbon

Seurdoy T 031) S791950 Fax: (031) 5791959




