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.
FIXTURES FOR JULY 1955:
FRIDAY 1ST: To-night our Entertninments Committec has

crranged *a Scavenger Hunt and we are oll o
meet beside Dick King's Stotue on the

S~ Esplanade at 7.15 p.m. There will be Prizes

for the winners. COST: 1/-.

SUNDAY 3RD: Comp Commi ttee ilecting ot Robin Dolton's residonce,
17 Windsor Avcnuc, Vestville, 2%t 8 p.m. Ploasa
meet outside Roocd & Ciumpions, enr. West and
Gardiner Streets, at 7.30 p.m.

FTUESDAY 5TH: Exceutive Committee Mecting at Kaothloon and Heathor
Henry's residence, Williams Road, at 8 p.m.

SLTURDAY 9PH July Cémp at NZUzZE. Sce Coamp Cirecular attnched
TO MONDAY TITH for full particulars, )
INCLUSIVE: PAID-UP MEMBERS: £2.2.6d. VISITORS : £2.12,61,

o4 TURDAY 16TH:  Comgc along ts the Social Dance to be hold to~-night
et the Westville Iotel. Pleasc meet outside
lHaddisons in Commercial Rosd =t 7.15 p.m, COST: 5/~

S’ SULDAY 24TH: Les will be loading the hiko to-day %0 Vayonda

Valloy, lorrics trovelling via Pinetown. As
this hike nccessitates entry ints a native reserve
the cost has becn fixcd at:-
- PLID~UP MEMEERS:
NON PAID-UP MEIBERS /RO VIST CR8: 7/64

NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, all outings will start from the City Market Warwick Avenue, at 8.20 a.m, -
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All right - I know the Newsletter is early this month,

This is to give you plenty of time %o decide about going to the
July Camp.

On reading through the draft of my report on the Hope Vallsy
hike, I realise that it makes rather gloomy reading. In spite
of all the sstbacks I mention, it was a most enjoyable outing -
on the whole. '

SURPRISe VISIT TO TIHE UMLAAS RAPIDS ON MAY 29TH:

tiembers of the hiking party scheduled to visit lMfcPherson's
Repids were surprised when they ended up at the Umlaas Rapids
instead. Lindie explained that there wes not enough water in
licPherson's Zlapids so he deecidsed to press on. It meant an extra
mile or two but was well -worthwhile. The Umlaas Rapids are
beautiful, and it was a treat for our many new members o go thore.

Our Correspondent reports:- "On Sunday at 8.45 o.m. one vory
erowded and one empty lorry Jjogeged up the main road to Pinctown.
"Aftcer the usunl visit to Neaidoos's, we spcd along the newly roc-
opensd National Road to Cato Ridge wherc we turned left at tho
Chicken Famm. As the road bocame worse we were shaken about like
aoker-dice. At last we groancd to a stop in McPherson's farmyard
nnd were weleomed by both human and ecanine members of the family.

Setting off down the hillside we hiked through unfamiliar
highveld country. The brown grass was dotted by small bushes and
shrubs. Our path was rough and stoney, and the weight of a pack
was inclined to throw one alarmingly off balance. Ve passed
MePherson's Rapids on the left but those stagnant pools hardly
losked inviting so our footsteps led us on to the Umlaas Rapids.
Ho matter how often you visit these, you are always impraesscd as
you round the bend to see the broad river surging over the rocks
and glinting silver in the podol below.

The scenery was all very well, but at that moment lunch was
morc important. Vie camped on the flat boulders and contentedly
wetched the watsr swirling by.

Some brave swimmers plunged into the "depths". They even
cttempted to shoot the rapids, sitting down, and I shall never
forget the rhythm of their backbsnce being pounded 2n the rocks.
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Rock-climbing Wes the noxt pastime., The cliffs nearby
sffered climbs from A-end B gradc right through the alphabet
catering for the amatecur and professional alike.

SZtarting back early we pantcd up the slopes 1o tho farm.
It was gquite o' strugglc in the hot sun, hut our packs were a good
¢snl lighter sincc lunch. = Vhen we arrived at the farmyard we
werc cntertained by Snokebite's - sorry, Gary's - oxhibition
o bull-fighting., Two flaps of his capce and the bull charged,
but in the opposite dirsetion.

) All aboard, jurssys on, bump, bump, and off we seb. €old
viinds nttocked us but woe were well proparced, and s200n songs issuedswe

- forth loud and clear. g roaced the sunsct back to Durban and lost,

De-lorryidg et the Markoet Scuare vwic were grected by the curious :
starcs of .the loeal population. The ¢nd of another top-ratc hikc.”
L]

RALIBLERS ARE RAMBLERS THE WORLD OVER:

In o ¢opy of thc "Taroaruo Tramper" of Now Zoealand, we found ~

spacinl Insurasnce Policy cdvoertisad, It provided gowver to thoso

who camc to gricef whilst ski-ing, troaping, rock-climbing, and
dogr-stalking. Howover, it said nothing about grecn membas, plum
duff, iountain Club dances, or hypnotism.

In the same issue o Jewsllory Firm odwertiscd their sclection
of vngrgement nnd wedding rings.

s o Bt S/

OBSTACLE RACE TQ HOPE VALLEY:

iiother Wature seemed deternined %o prevent the Ramblers from
reaching Hope Valley on Sunday, June l2th. We had to fight our
way through thorn bushes, were boiled and parched and then frozen
gtiff, and had to pick our way over treachcrous paths. Howgver,
the spirit »f the Ramblers saw us through.

There was singing snd rejoieing when we sct off that morning.
e found the Maritzburg Ramblors waiting at Campordown, and thoy
laid aside their poker-dice long cnough to give us a hearty greeting.
o bumpcd togother along thb dlrt road to Eston - o few fealsc
turns, ond we arrived at the ¥Walker farn.

.o followed o brand-ncw routc to Iope Velley which 1ad us up

2 tiring hill, ond then we navigated o treacherous path for o
fow milcs. Our usual lunch hour came and went. Eventuclly we
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ernsscd o stream, bashed through the jungle, and there WG werce.
e econned on o norrow sandy strip and tea was m=de in rocord time,
whilst we scot to work to got ourselves outside our lunch.

Although beautiful, the river was rather to2 shallow and murky
for swinming. o were later entert=incd by o hilarious mon versus
woman mud fight sponsorcd by the Varitzburg Romblers.

On the return hike we werc soon sprend over the countrysidc
and hod to struggle up the steepest hill sinee the MeIntosh
Cnscndes' Hike last ycar. IIow we wcleomed that eool brocze when
we rooched thoe top. Here sur thud/vant routine was rceplaced by o
stenéy march along the ridge. - Ve esuld now snars time to cdmire
thoe rocky, wilé beauty of the Eston district. The last mile or
two medo up for all the hardships of the dny. Qur path lcd through

ficlds of sugar canc -~ of all things. V'¢ passod through o
forast, with its doppled shadows, nnd thon there worc two wonlderful
si;chts - our lorries ahoad, and a wator tap.

Do you remember how cold 1t was last time we cane to HTopo
valley? We did, so we wrapped up well, concenbrating on warnth
rother than appearance.

4 suddcn, ominous hiss, and tho lorry lurcheéd %> a stop. 3¢
clambered down and inspected the punciurc. Manaranm deeidcd we
could proceed, bub ot o slow Dpace. YWie limped to the nain rooad
~n? the rond-house at Cato Ridge. This %irme waos nuch more orouerly
than last year's visit therc, ond We were soon wcll supplicd with
hot dogs and eoaffoe., Then, hudfled together we dozed tho miles
cwoy to Durban - passing cars lighted up o poaccful seconc whero
silence reigned exeopt when o eold ¢éraught oceasionally ponctrate:
the blonkets.

UNCLE RAE'S COLURIN:

Dear Unele Rae,

“encver I am on tea-duty we 3> to a placc where thorc is not
cncugh wood. By the time teo is mode I'm a nervous wrock. hero
can I find the wooad? :

Yrours, cte.
"Dospurate"

Donr "Desperate",

Usu your head!

Yours, ctc,
Unclc Roe.
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SOCTIAL NEWS: ;

Our congratulntions are cxtended to Marze Yalker and Dymock
surr, and to Duleie Kenmuir and Los Ryall, on the annsuncermont
of their engngemonts

il.rgec and Dymjck invitc all their fricnds-in the Club who
wishh to attend their Vedding on Saturiay, July 16th at the Unbiln.
aned lethodist Church ot 2. 50 p.n, (Reecdtion ot the Dan Picnaer
i ll) to hand in thelr nnmes to Duleioc Konmuir not later thoan 1
’“1“ﬁy, July lst, ° T

Ty MENMBERS: :

e weleomo the followins new nenbors t2 the Club nna ope thay
will unJ“y meny outinzgs with us:-

Sheils Zvons.
Iis Floteher.
Suirlicy Louw.
Jord.2iehin.
Ella Speight.

LOLG WEZKEND TQ BE SPENT AT “TIE GROVE HOTBL", MOOI RIVER: %

From the 3rd - 5th September we are holding another "Iintel
eekend", this year visiting "The Grove" ot 1ooi River. The
weckend from Saturday afternoon until after luneh on the Tiondny,
will cost £2,10.,0. {tramsport charge inclusive), and as the ]
*ccvmmodatlvn we have reserved is llmlted to 50 the first nomes !
handed in to Bobin Dolton will be those aceepted. | i

Tog Hotel offers riding, tennis, swimming, fishing, good
hilus, ond we will be able %o danee in the Ballroom on tho

Saturday night. L #

It is hoped thet by the beginning of August you will know
wiether or not you will be going on thls VJukLnQ, and thc eclosine
dite for names to be handed in io Augpust 14th -  pleasc nontoe

‘thet no nancs will be eonsidourced. aTter LThnt ante.
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THE DURBAN RAMBIERS' CLUB:

JULY 1955 CAMP:

WzZUZE ~ approximately 50 miles from Durban.
’
Saturday, 9th July, to Mondey, llth July, inclusive.

Paid-up iiembers - \£2.2.6d;
Visitors: - £2.12.6.

The advance party will leave on the first lorry
from the City illarket Tarking Arez =% 10.30 a.m.
on Saturdoy, 9th July, 1955, The second lorry
will leave from the same place at 2 p.m. that
afternoon.

NZUZE is the ideal Cemping Site. The surrouhding
countryside is exeellent for hiking and thero ore
some lovely pools for swirming. Ve shall bo
having our usual Comp-fire Sing-songs, so those of
you who have any rusical instruments plcasc bring
them Along.

You will ncocd ot least threc or four blankets, n
ground-shoet, porsoncl kit (it will be c¢old ot
night so bring plonty of wintoer woollies!), and

your swimming costums. Dontt forget your "Eqtins
Irons™. An 01d raoinecoat is adviseble in ensc of
showers.,

Pleasc fill in (mcking surc you stnte on which
lorry you will be travelling) and sign the attrchod
form, returning it, togcthcr with the full amount,







