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MEETING to be held at

TUESDAY 2KD- EXECUTIVE

Hargaret Moore! reSLdence 37 Venice Road,
Burban . at 5.0 p.m.

‘\‘J S TUXD.Y 6th: CAMP The {irst lorry will leave at 9.0 d.m.
’ and the sccond lorry at 2.0 p,m. for a Camp ot
Shelter Falls-from 6th - 8th July See
attached circular
SUNDAY 14th: ilKe to Wayonda Valley - the hike of the
year' Lorrtes travclling via Pinetown and
Naidoo's QQ&I 4/0 MEHBEIS
Native Rescrve hike 7/6 VISITORS

HEDNESDAY. 17th- CAMERA SECTION IEETING tc be held at
Heather Hemry's residemce &%t 1 Clunas Road,

igh B Bluff, - ; T
Tﬁg %J%?% Feh,.,. %ﬁe competition this month is
"Rambling Activities-

S/TURDAY 20th: SOCIAL D\NCP at Norweglan Hall =2t 8.0 p.ri,
Be sure to wear a Funny Hat, prefcrably your
Y hiking hat. Free ancraLs this time. Don't
N worry if you haven' 2 partner and tf you can
offer or want transoort phone Harry Thorsen
20843 (day) COST:  5/- EACH.

SUNDAY 28th: ANMUAL AMBLE  To take place at “restholme

Circuit, near Hillecrest. Pletermaritzburg
Club WLLL alsc compete. lease _nhote LOTPLQQ

i will le jge at 8.0 a.m. Hen's race covers

' 15 miles (three laps of the circuit) and
girls r, ce 10 miles (two lapsof the circuit).
LORLY FARE" 4/— EACH

ITORS' EMTEANCE FE& 2/~ (includes

refre°hm;nt< “supplicd during the race)

NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, all outings will start from the City Market Warwick Avenue, ac 8.30 a.m.
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EDITORIAL:

"Ramblers are the nicest people in the world’, said the
etght year-old girl. . "When I get bilg I am golnz to be a
Rambler

"Orf course you can't stupid'¥, said the nine year-old
boy. "You've got "poliof¥.

I heard this little conversation at the Cripple
Childrens’ Plcnic organised by the Ramblers' CLub. The
kids had a wonderful time and were already Llooking cagerly
forward to next year's outing, and the Ramblers who turned
out had the satisfaction of knowing that these cripple
children had the time of their lives.

LOTENI _ CAMP - MAY, 1957,

By Jimmy Gallagher as told to Harry Thorsen.

"It was a nice quiet Camp’, stated Jimmy Gallagher in an
interview 10f course we were a little cramped on :the way
up - 36 of us, together with tents, grub, and-- the lamp box,
but we got ourselves fairly comfortable in spite of every-
thing. New members soon learnt the art of lorry travelling
and the only complaints were from =z couple of boys who accident-
ally held each other's hands. We stopped at the Pie Cart,
Piectermaritzburg, to count our arms and legs and then the
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“Crumbs' Express” continued on it's journey to the Berg.

It was even colder than on the Easter trin. After one stop
at a convenlent signpost, we arrived at Lotenl too early to
get organized and continued to sleep in and around the lLorry.

At last the sun rose and we had a gcod lock at our sur-
roundings. The Camp site was very nice, iLf a little cramped -
as on the lorry. The merciless suniight revealed the full
extent of our travel stains and the watery eyes gazed from
dust-caked faces. Des with his grey hair and black face
Looked something like AL Jolscn in full make-up.

After some undiluted hard work the place was transformed
into a comfortable shanty town -..and bird brain, not know- -

ing the weather forecast did not knock the tent pegs in far
enough, ‘

"Nobedy could mean about the catering which was even bet-
ter than the Easter Camp effort, Fewer diners meant more
dinner, Best meal of the lot,.say some, was Sheilagh's
Saturday stew, It was so good that the crumbs gorged them-
selves and could not even face fruit salad.

Anyway, back to Thursday morning. After recovering their
strength the Ramblers organtzed a few hikes in the foothills
and  were too tired to get up to anything on Thursday night.

On Friday morning soap suds floated dovn the river and
the scrape of tooth brushes echoed through the Berg. But the
boys were not so fussy about shaving this Cecmp, being out-
numbered. by the girls ~And so our heroes spent a Lazy day
waffling a@nd back seat cooking dinnecr.

: : = 3
Small groupsg sprawled around the campfire making rude jokes <;’
about Bob Fern's "Dunlopillo Crumpets®, the most
durable substance of all time, But the coffee was 0,K!

Old man hurricane wailted for the last fascinator to
settle down and then let us have it. Whsh! went the girls’?
tent, Crack: went the boys' tent - and the Ramblers' well
travelled kitchen tent disintegrated without a struggle,
What a story of drama and hardship each camper could tell =~
but we have not pace for all the details of that hérrible

night so let's draw a pilcéce of torn canvas over the scene.

Daylight showed the full extent of the damage; the
campers' morale crawled up to tt's usual level, The break-
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fast ccoks came out on schedule =nd at last Post Teoasties and
Taeal Milk were served in the only tent that had stood up to
the hammering. So the contest between old man hurricane and
the Romblers ended in a draw and shanty town was looking it's
usual disorganized self caorly in the aftzsrnoon,

-3

On Saturday night the survivors huddled round the fire
exchanging stories of drama and hardship.,

On Sunday the tattered tents were stowed in the dabby
ags. Kitchen equipment was recovered from altl over the Berg,
and muscles protested as the lamp box was heaved on board, and
of f we went. -

oo The Ramblers may be willing tc {ight Tor their country but

-’/ do no much like the idea of eating tt. But they had to as tons
of dust swirled around the truck. Lazst month the average
speed was 16 miles per hour, This time s>me bureaucrat, to
spced things up ~ cut out tiie campers' pub crawl! Does
tradition mean nothing to these people? But Lt certainly
savad time. We were soon causing o trafiic jam on the main
road, We got to Pletermaritzburg shortly after sunset and
here your Editor comes in and takes up the story.”

I was returning from a weeckend in Jo'burg and thought
there had becn a blg acecldent on Town Hill, Pletermaritzburg,
but Lt was only the #Crumbs’ Express’ on the narrow road, I
had no idea what a funny outfit it ist ... and bird brain,
not knowing of the change of plan, drove stralzht to the Ple
cart and ordered 30 coffecs.... .

@

UNCLE RAE'S COLUMN.

D.ar Uncle Rae,

Did Cuthbert stay calm and coliected in the.storm at
Loteni!
Yours, etc.,

Clarence.

Dear Clerence,
Well he stayed calm, but it fook hours to collect him,
s ¥ Yours, ctc,,
Uncle Rae
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- GOODEBYE.

We shall be saying goodbye to Edgar West, who
will be leaving for Rhodesia soon. Edgar "the man
with the feminine touch’ has been a popular member
of the Club for four years and we are sorry that he
is leaving.

HELLO.,

Latest members of our Little flock are:-
: Pauline Bird
Gillian Heher
Ernest Newbery
Daphne Ward

TOF's NEEDLE HIKE (9 JUNE).
Harry Thorsen.

Ne "back lorry” today. There were only encugh hikers to
fill one Llorry at the Market Place but. that overflowed as’
various passengers boarded on the way. It was beautiful
weather for hiking but the Mountain ClLub dance the night be-
for probably accounted for the small turnout.

We left the truck at N'kutu stresm. Remember that.

name, there will be great activity at that spot on the 28th
July.

Garry, the leader, was full of 'wheaties' that day judging
by the pace he set. With the Valley of a Thousand Hills on
cur left and glimpses of the Indlan Ocean on our right, we

turned towards the Umgeni River, Ve stopped on top of a
cliff and looked onto Top's Needle - that funny little finger
of rock perched at the end of the Hillcrest escarpment. Then

the hike livened up. We had to climb down a narrow chimey
and bash over a mile of nasty thorn bush country,

Special mention to the tea orderliecs this hike, who
carried the water altl the way from N'kutu to the Needle.
There were no lack of volunteers -~ they weren't volunteers,

o
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Many Ramblers have learnt the art of rock climbing at
Top's Neadle. Micky and Garry clambered strailght up without
rapes . "Done it dozens of times®. But the more anxious
crumbs waited for Frank to fix the belay.

We saw some unorthodox climing techniques that day., As
Joy scrambled up somebody remarked, "Looks Like a coon climbe
ing a greasy pole to get a plece of meat from the top'.

There is a register on top of the Needle contained in a
jam jar which Dymock cemented into the rock in 1938, I wonder
how he toox the concrete mixer up? The Editorial Staff of the

"Durban Rambler"” provided pencil and paper for the occasion.

” s : This year the climbers enjoyed a billy can of coffee which
S they hauled to the top.

“Ooh!; Ahl", sald the gapers as Frank abseiled down. Some
morbid individuals speculated as to whether he would repeat
Bob's pérformance lest year. You remember’ there was a
technical hitch and Bob ended up hanging head downwards over
the Umgeni Valiley?

The party split into two on the way home and one mob hiked
along a narrow cliff - below that a nasty drop on one side -
but the interesting part was a long, long scramble up the: .
chimney iLine with potentially dangercus rocks. Good old George,
we liked as last year's Camp Captain, vanked us up the most
difficult parts. Altogether again we hiked along a good wide
solid road { the Amble Course by the way) back to N'kutu where
the truck walted.

Thirst! I have never known anythins like it. Many
7 people took a chance on bhilharzia and swilled gzllons of green
B N'kutu water.,

It gets dark sarly these days and the lorries headlights
were shining on cats' eyes by the time we reachsd Kloof, .

BRAATVLELS AT DRIGHTON BEACH (13 JUNE)

PLt by Thorsen

Fire by Teague

Lizhts by Ferns
Coffee by Lindy

Music by Frank Hulley
Serviettes by Jey's
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Sarcastic comments by the Ramblers. -

It's a Ltong time since we had a Braalvleis at Brizhton
Beach. On the last occasion 'a high wind wrecked the
proceedings. But tonight was beautifully clear, not toc
cold and the moon shining on the sea helred create an Gs-
pecially cheerful atmosphere.

. For 2/6 the Ramblers got ~ {a) bread rolls (b) Coca Cola
for the first 23 people (e) apples (d) oranges (e) coffee (1)
transport to and from Brighton Beach {(g) a promise of curry and
rice.’ ' :

old friend Frank Hulley was there with his squash box.
we should make Frank a notional monument in the Club -~ he KNows ‘e
every vérse of the bible story song.

For once everyone had enough to eat and there was plenty
left over, If only Blossom had not been there! It was very
nice to see Mackic Fletcher out again, She has come back from
overseas and Ls now nursing at.Addin_ton but she works odd hours
for the N.P.A., and cannot find time to come out with the
Ramblers.

Singing died away, car owners collected their money and
. small groups drifted off, after a most successful braoaivliels.
Wonder what time the fascinators got home??ll

EAST

AFRICS

é Any member who wishes to make engquiries regarding 97 2
i East Africa should write to Colin Avent ‘
c/o African Explosives, Chemical (Ind.) E.A.,
P.0O. Box 5480, .
NAIROBEL .
who will be pleased to answer your questions.

SN

Colin, a past Leader, has resigned from the Club but
hopes to be "back on the books' in five years time,
and we look forward to welcominz him back.

-

¢ p B i CIRE



LQUIPMENT

1.0ST PROPERTY

TRANSPORT:

Address tos
Hon. Treasurer,
Durban Ramblers
P.0. Box 1063,

DUREAL.

I shall be

Monday 8th and bringing

te cover the co
Tirst/secend Lo

GAME, . CIRCULAR

A farm nezr Shelter Falls, Natal, will be the set-
ting for the July Camp, Saturday 6th to Monday 8th

The cost of this Camp will be #2:-:~- for lembers
and £2:1L0'~ for visitors, If you wish tc attend
please fill in the attached form and let the
Treasurer, pervyn Campion, have it together with
the required amount, not later than 29th June.

Those who have nct been camping with the Club
before are advised to bring a ground shect, at
Least two warm blankets, preferably three, and a
cleeping baz if possible. You will also need
warm clothing for evenings round the campfire.
Tents, food, and cooking utensils are provided but
bring your own plates; mug and cutlery.

When youw arc sortinz out your camp equipment you
may find that you are missing:- a windbreaker,
shirt, or plastic ground she:t {(Easter Camp): a
towél or rucksack (Loteni Camp) - If so '‘phone
the Camp Captain, Dob Ferns 23511 (Dusiness)

The first loriv will leave Warwick Avenue at 9.0

a.m. on Saturciy the 5th and the second lorry
will Lleave at 2.0 p.m.

Shirley Louw
HON. SECRETARY.

tear off here.
' Club,

attending tne July Camp from Saturday 6th to
__ friends, and am enclosing £
st of the camp. I wish to travel onthe
rry

{Sgd.)

50030 8 2 % noag s
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