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Treasurer: Harry Tripe
phone 69822 ext. 626 (bus.)

Secretary: Jill Craig
phone 832752 (res.)

JULY 1959 FIXTURE LIST

TUESDAY 7+th: The Executive Committee will meet
» at Mickey McConnell's residence,
i g 14 Burleigh Crescent, at 8 p.m.

WESK-END, 11th, 12th, 13th: This is our hotel week-
_ end at Helenshoek Hotel, Crammond,
ii You have already been circularized
; about this and should have contact—
ed Billy Langlois if you are going,

WEDNESDAY 15%h: The Fhotographic Section will meet
at Marge Tomlingon's home, 7 Mount—
batten, 314 Musgrave Road, Durban,
at 8 p.m, The competition will be
open, There has been a request for
all photographers to bring their

own mugs %ggi Tony Howard size

ones) to any future meetings of
this Section,

B

)

) SUNDAY 26ths This is the warming-up hike for the
! amble! We are going to the Shoneweni
area, led by Marganet.NLo ries %11
S . ; lembers ™4
3 travel via Pinetown. v{g{gg;g*g7_
& AUGUST 2nd: Roll up for the Annual Amble!
411 those using the lorry for

transport must be at the Market
Place at 8 a.m., and will be charg-
4/6 . All entrants in the amble
will have to fork out 2/- entrance
fee. All those not walking, come
and cheer! Pl 0l
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The Fhotographic wection in August,
Instead you are ell invited to attend

a film show to be held in the Shell
Theatre, Devonshire Place on August 28th.
Any persons with interesting or good
slides for this purpose are therefore
asked to submit their slides at the

next Photographic meeting (July 15th),

or to contact Fred Ferns.

Finally, the date of this year's Spring Ball is
12th September., It will be held at Rugby Hotel,
Pinetown. You will be hearing more about this gala
occasion in future issues of this magazine.

-ih
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' Zaitor: Margery Tomlinson
phone 41148 (res.)

At the last Executive Committee meeting it
was decided to let the members know anything which we
declded which had a bearing on them, through this

( )  magazine.
The inevitable guestion of leaders was brought
6 up again and it was decided that a member of the

Bxecutive Committee should remain at the back with
the stragglers. Also, it was emphasized that we
4 should stay with the leader at all t-<imes. Lindy
: treated us to a hilarious account of why he followed
the Coon and not Gary. His main theme was that he
was tired and the native was going downhill while
Gary went uphill - but this is not sufficient
reason for anyone else to do the same,
Regarding the Table Mountain hike, I have
received a couple of suggestions on future routes
to be taken: 1) up the back in the morning and down
the side in the aftermoon, thus lessening the chances
of spreading out and getting lost in the darkness, or
2) up the side, and back straight down the front in
the afternoon. Perhaps these will be considered
) before we go there again,

4 TABLS MOUNTAIN HIKE;
or, They said it couldn't happen Iwice!

& We disembarked at the side of the Mountain and
get off about 11.3C., The slog up the mountain is
long and hard, but we were rewarded with a view of
Nagle dam on the one hand and the snow-covered Berg
on the other. As a variation from last year's hike
the final assault on the suvmnit was made through
the back door, a route which leads along some inter-
esting ledges.

Once on top the going was fairy flat and we.
followed a stream across to the opposite edge,
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wnere our lunch spot was fTo be. At this point a
very pretty waterfall goes cascading down the mount-
ain side. to disappear into the bush quite a long
way below.,

Only an hour later, we were on our way again,
heading for the route down the western side of the
mountain. This is a pleasant enough rock-scramble,
but with one awkward pitch of smoothsloping rock
which some of us descended with the aid of Bob
Fern's rope. Once down, we encountered a steep,
slippery slope, negotiated by most of ws on our
behinds, although neot slways purpos<ly, Those first
down were the best off as they could sit back and
laugh at the misfortunes of the rest. Mickey McCon-
nell found himself a new role as storyteller to a
group of piccannins.

Around the corner of the mountain, we plunged
into thick bush, still wet and slippery from the
recent heavy rains. We soon separated, and it was
only as darkness was emerging that we finally
emerged from the bush, still only half-way down the
mountain. It was not till we were in the valley
that we finally regrouped into one party again.

From now on we were hampered by darkness as
the moon had not yet risen. We blundered into thorns
and debris on our course down the river-bank., Inevi-
tably, a crossing had to be made. With locals lead-
ing the way and girls on some of our backs, we
slowly forded the icy stream. Those unfortunates
who got wet diligently sought a change of clothing,
but with only limited success.

Here Lindy deserted the main party, deciding
to follow a Native instead. Most of us carried on
after Gary. The moon eventually rose and helped us
on our way. After ancther small stream crossing,
we were onto a road, and going became easier,

We reached the lorry about 8.30., Rob, Denise
and Billy pitched up about the same time, wondering
what had happened to us. The journey home was very
guite that night! - dack Tankard,

ittt s T 2 il e A et i, sl =~ S,
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IFATE DEAUH CAMP,

Although the Ifafa long weel—end proved mogt
enjoyable, any resemblance to a Ramblers' canp was
purely coincidsntal,

On Saturday morning a handful of Ramblers left
the Market Square on a lorry provided by J. Liyons
& Co. and driver by Mickey McCormell. At various
other times on Saturday the rest of the contingent
arrived at Ifafa in cars. The Jjourney down the coast
was not without incident, as we had to make fwo
detours arovnd bridges washed away hv the floods -
once at Illovo and again at Scotbor .,

When we arrived at Ifafa we found that this
was to be a tentless camp. The ground that we had
hired included a cottage, so we all piled into this,
Luxuries such as a bathroom, kitchen plus stove,
beds and cupboards were provided. Drawbacks were
that the cottage had never been meant to acconmodate
20 or more Ramblers, no running water and no lights,

It vas amazing how soon the camp seemed to be
overrun by hordes of little beasties known as
"Rabies", "McConnells" and "Culverwells", and how,
when a certain member walked past, there always
seemed to be a2 smell about,

Our first supper had a slightly camp-like atwmos~
vhere as it took the form of a braaivleis, but
thereafter our meals were cooked on the kitchen
stove. Later that evening we drifted off o the
hotel, where a good time was had generally.

Sunday proved to be = very lazy day. Breakfast
was served late, amid the sleeping gear of those
who had slept outside on the lawn, due to cramped
conditions indoors. Later, we stirred ourselves
sufficiently to go to the beach, where mome members
found a pool and were soon bathing. The beach was
strewn along its whole length with driftwood, and
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proved 2lmost inm-

Different parties set out for various short
walks in the afternocon -~ the main points of interest
being the bridges, neither of which was affected by
the floods, although the new railway bridge was still
in the course of construction. o

Sunday night's dinner proved excellent - the
cooks may find themselves pm dinner duty again if 2
they are not more careful! Most pecple seemed oo
replete to move, so we gathered on the lawn and told
stories and jokes and sang a little. TJocoa and bis- L
cuits were later passed around, and we retired fo ‘
bed fairly early.

On Monday morning the energetic few went for an
early morning dip, but most people were content %o
leave this till well after breakfast. & spot of
entertainment was provided by some odd characters
who took to sliding down. the steep embankment in
front of the cottage. Gary acquired a knack of
coming off his "horse" almost befors he had begun
to slide,

After lunch the clearing up hegan in earnest. ‘ )
There seemed 1little inducement to stay once things
were tidy, so we drifted off homewards, relaxed
after a pleasant, if lazy, week-end. 3

There has been an alarming amount of engagements &
and marriages in the Club recently and one dismayed
batchelor has contributed an article that all his
fellow-men should read:

DO SANE MEN EVER MARRY?

About 160 years ago an Aet was passed in England
which made marriage null and wveoid if the man was
betrayed into matrimony by means of "scents, paints,
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S panish wool, iron stays, hoops, high-heeled shoes
or bolstered hips", and decreed that the woman in ..

the case, whether "virgin, maid or widow, shall
incur the penalty of the lawe now in force against
witcheraft".

But even despite these things men still marry! I
Why? The answer lieg in a single word, the most s
compelling, the most paradoxical word ever coined -
LOVE.

What is love? Plato, the Athenisn poet and sage
of Ancient Greece, described i% as madness, though
perhaps a "noble madness". "Love", s£u he wrote once,
"is desire prevailing against truth:®

Is it "love" that induces a man to relinguish
his freedom for the ties and responsibilies and irk-
some duties of marriage -~ or has he come under the
"spell" of scents and cosmetics, or that of a modern
form of witchecraft?

Does the really sane man marry, even if he falls
in love®

Consider it in cold blood, The man who marries
agrees tc feed, clothe, house, entertain, pamper
and put up with the tantrums and petty artifices of
gome woman for the rest of his life! He knows she ‘)
will grow old and fat - and probably ugly. Or she
will develop into a skinny, vinegary creature who'll
nag him from morn to night! Yet he marries her, so
surely he has been bewitched?

In exchange for his freedom he obtains a certain
degree of physical comfort - someone to ccok his
meals, to mend his clothes, to keep his room or
home clean - perhaps. BUT A LANDLADY WILL DO TH=ZSE
THINGS WITH GRSATER EFPICIENCY, AT LESS COST, AND
WITH NOTHING TC STOP HIM FPROM SAYING ONE DAY:
"GOOD-BYE. I'M GOING NOW!'"

But perhaps love is a fever? A man in love has
all the symptoms of a fever, especially if his
love is returned. He lives in a beautiful world
where his normal everyday problems have miraculously
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become as trivial as the dust under his feet.
Even his enemies and rivals are really "good fellows".
"Phe world is well lost for love!" runs an old
adage. Yes, it IS lost - exchanged for a fairyland in
g)bubble! :
Everybody knows that this ig not an easy or happy \ )
world to live in. It is beset with too many inter-
woven complex problems - personal, national and
international. So any men, young or old, who views
the world as a dorious Utopia because he is in love
. is obviously mentelly ill, and is suffering from
delusions (nice ones, admittedly) and from which
alas, he soon emerges!
' To be continued.

S0 YOU WANT TO BUY A CAMCRA!

Once you have decided to buy a camera, ask
yourself whether you are wishing 4o record the lives
. of a young femily growing up, or do you have the
desire to reach international exhibition salon
~otography, or do you merely require a record of
your outings and hikes. €

If you are interested in recording the pranks
and muses of a young child, or making a record of a
growing family, I will then recommend a cine outfit,
as this type of thing would lose & great deal of
charm and spontaneity if done in the form of still
photography. However, if your mind is set on the
salon photograph, which is usually in monochrone,
I would say that the camera suitable for this pur-
pose is one with a large-size negative, as exhibi~
tion work will require a great deal of enlargement,
and possibly a fair amount of after-work on both
the negative and the print, so that the bigger the
negative, the easier it will be to work with,
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Click HereltGuuy bse people, and this is

7 take up photography,
who are interested only in making a permanent pic-
torial record of their club outings, tours, holi-
days abroad and locally, and any other subject to
their fancy. To this vaste army I commend the use
of 2 %bmm. camera with colour f£ilm.

) As this article is probably going to he read
by the third group mentioned above, I will try to
o voint out a few factors to look out for when buying
a 35mm, camera., Firstly, do not be misled by chrome
or fancy gadgets, nor by fabulous leons ratings and
O ultra fast shutters, because these features are
5 more of a novelty, and after this novelty wears off,
' they will be seldom used, Secondly, loock shead
" when buying, as if you buy = camera which is so
limited in the way of special accessories, it means
that if you become really interested in photography,
you will be forced either to curtail your photo-
grapanic progress, or trade in your present unsuit-
it able equipment, and thereby lose money, which,
if wisely spent if the first place, would have
helped to procure a really good instrument in the

beginning. Donald Seaton.

HIKE TO BLACK ROCK

Combined with us on this hike were a large
number of the Maritzburg Ramblers. It was good to
© see so many for a change - it shows that their Club
is not quite as inactive as we were led to believe.
After the usual stop at Pinetown, the next halt was
at Hillcrest village, where we were met by the
Maritzburg lot and a couple of Durban country members.

With this merry addition we continued on our
way t1ll we came to a trading store, near the Umgeni
Valley. The hike started from this point, led by
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_I b the recent
floods the ford was deeper than usual and we spllt
up into wading parties, finding the going hard.

Pirst across was Gary, who seemed driest of us all,
We then set off on the last leg of the journey to
Black Rock. The crowd spread themselves out on the
golden sand. Lindy got the brew going and everybody
settled down to lunch., Afterwards some brave people
ventured into the icy water, more Maritzburg swimmers
than Durban ones, I'm afraid to say. Others hiked
downstreamto do some rock-work on the surrounding
oliff faces. later we moved upstream in search of a
warmer spot as the sun was gradually disappearing.
This caused a general move back towards the lorry,
and the river had to be waded once more. After
crossing, there was some strenuous uphill work to be
done before we got back to the trading store, where
we had to await the arrival of the lorry.

The return trip was really gquite cold and most
people seemed glad to return to the warmth of Durban

nce m
@ BT Trevor Culverwell

——

NEW MEMBERS .

Our heartiest welcome to the following new
members:

Clare Tankard Alex Currie
Claire Miller-EBvans

LEADERS
As Mickey Thomas is leaving shortly for Cape

Town, Billy Langlois has been appointed a leader
in his place.
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