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JUNE 1959 FIXTURE LIST

Tuesday 9th:

Sunday 14th:

VWiednesday 17th:

Sunday 2l1st:

Will Bxecutive Committee members
take special note of the date! The
Executive Committee will meet at
Moorelands Hotel, Kloof at 8 p.m.
All those requiring or able to offer
transport, please meet at Reed and
Champion's Corner at 7.30 D.m,

This is our combined Maritzburg hike.
We are going to Black Rock. Lorries
will travel via Pinetown, but for
anyone living in the Hillcrest area,
we are meeting the Maritzburg Ramb-
lers at Hillerest Hotel at 10,15a.m,
Lirdy is to be our leader.

lembers 4/6

Visitors 5/-
The Photographic Section will meet
at Peter Wallis' home, 3 Burleigh
Crescent, Durban North, at 8 p.m,
The subject for the competition will

be "Camp life". The July competition
will be open.

Roll up to the Beach Courts (nos,

20 & 21) for our grand tennis tour-
nament, sponsored by our ever-
resourceful Antertaimments Committee.,
Come in your teunis togs, and bring
your own racquet and lunch as thisg
is to be an all-day affair. Spec-
tators will also be welcome, FP.T.0.
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PIXTURE LIST cont.

Sunday 28th: We are hiking to Nwabi Summit along
‘ the pipe-line. Lorries will travel
via Naidoc's, Finetown. Margaret
Moore will be leading.
Hembers 4/6
Visitors 5/~

Please keep the long-weekend 1lth, 12th 1%th July
in mind as it is to be our hotel-weekend.

. - P2
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] RAMBILER

Bditor: Margery Tomlinson
phone- 41148

I think that in future I will devote the first
page to letters to the editor, as there usually
seems to be something that somebody wants to say.
The first letter is as follows:

Dear Editor,

This is a story that happened in the mountains
on Saturday the 28th April, 1959, & party of nine
cave-dwellers were at this time enjoying the hos-
pitality offered by Pillar Cave in the Drakensberg
Gardens area. The party had been out climbing all
day and returned at sunset to find their home, the
place thet had sheltered them from a thunder-storm
the previocus night, had been sbused by a large group
of visitors who had passed that way during the day.
The visitors had scribbled their names in many
rlaces around the walls of the cave with charcoal
and mudstone, and in addition had siept on the bheds
belonging te the cave-dwellers. This was a shocking
state of affairs and revenge was at once planned.

Down in the valley were the guilty persons
sheltering under the name of the Durban Ramblers
Club. At the dead of night, the cave-dwellers with
revenge in their hearts, set out and struck a2 most
devastating blow which affected the whole community
in the wvalley. The pinkle-pits were smitien to the
ground, first the Ladies', then the Gents',

The cave-dwellers would like to take this
opportunity to remind the members of the Club that
it is an unforgivable sin to deface or damage any
of the natural monuments of the Berg. Let this be
a lesson to all members and may such happenings
never occur again.

"The Cave-dwellers",
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The rain did nothing to dampen spirits at the
Beetle Drive. Master of Ceremonies, Mickey McConnell,
was at his best livening up the gathering before
the games commenced. Late comers were greeted by
boisterous cat-calls and laughter. This was a try-~
ing time for the M.C., who was endevouring to start
the evening off, At last the dice, chairs and
partners were organised, and the game was on., Let

- me here add that the cloak of honesty was thrown

off early by some who started cheating almost
immediately - no names -~ no pack drill,

The Party was kept on its toes by liickey who
was asking questions for the reward of a point a
time. Andre Langlois taok up a semi~permanent posi-
tion at his first table till he was forced to move.
The bugs begen to get trickier and trickier, even
two~-headed ones with numerous belly buttons. At
last a break was called, cats and tea being laid
on by the female section., Returning to the tables
it was discovered that some shrewdy had disrupted
the organizeation by swopping all the papers round.
After a bit of a fluster, things were reorganized,
and play was resumed,

After the scores were added up, Harry Tripe and
Vrs., Roffe were named the winners. Booby prizes
went to Rob Philp {one fried chip) and Gary Rabie
(a lovely toilet roll - pity it wasn't a pastel
shade!) The evening was thoroughly enjoyed and was
rounded off with a vote of thanks %0 the organizers

2

Lindy set us quite 2 commendo course on this
hike, as we started off at a swift pace on the broad
track that twists and winds its way into the reserve
towards the valley. Our camers experts soon set %o
work along the route and there was quite a compet-

¥,

{ HIKE TO CROCODIIE VATIEY Y.

¢ )

.
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v of us settled ‘down on
~plating lunch. 4 spot of
reconnalwsance 1nto the river revealed that it was
vnusually swollen by the recent rains, but nothing
daunted, Lindy announced that we would be crossing.
What a scene followed as lads and lasses {crumbs and
crumpets to you) were wading and splashing their way
across, some of the girls hitching a ride on the
men's backs, while the less fortunate waded waist-
deep in water. Those lucky pveople whe had earlier
donned swim suits came off best.

A few hundred yards further up the river was
crossed again. Here the channel being deeper and the
current stronger, the men came gallantly to the res-
cue of the girls as they floundered and drifted in
the swift current. Two unforutnates provided a
humerous incident (to others) zs they plunged in
almost to the shoulders, virtually swimming the last
few yards.

A quiet and enjoyable break for lunch was spent
on the far bank, and-a spct of warm sunshine aided
ue in drying out. Early in the afternoon Lindy set
off with the first party for Inzinyati Falls, while
those who were still enjoying their siesta followed
on later at a faster pace.

We stopped at the Palls to recover ocur breath
and examine our scratched elbows before tackling the
steep climb out of the gorge. The last stretch to
the lorries was comparatively pleasant going, Once
we reached the lorry, however, we found that some
were missing., All impromtu rugby match, Ramblers
versus All Blacks, took place, much to the amusement
of the spectators. & couple of donkeys were rounded
up and we received demonstrations on how not to
ride to donkey.

Time marched on, and still five Ramblers were
missing. Gary and Mickey set out in search of them,
while the lorry wound its way up to the top of the

/Continued on page 6.
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Orry desperately was Ernie PFoster,
a very determined person to come on this hike. After
gome frantic efforts to stop the lorry on Black Hill
outside Sherwood, he gave up, but later joined the
aowd at Pinetown, together with Marge, Dymock, Tony,
Ashley and John., The crowd that had come out was
pretty big and these additions tc the one and only
lorry didn't mske the seating accomodation any more
comforable,Up to their usual high jinks on the
lorry throughout the Journey were Rob Philp, Mickey )
Thomas, Gary Raebie and Dymock Parr, After quite a
performance victory was declared with Gary and Dy-
mock sitting on top of Mickey and Rob. Mickey com-
plained loudly as he happened to get Dymock's
leather pants in his mouth. -

At the turnoff where we disembarked , we were
joined by two Maritzburg ramblers. With Mickey
Thomas leading, we set off, and after various halts
plus horse-play, we reached the lunch-spot on the
Umhlatuzana River, where we proceeded to have lunch,
with tea and coffee organized by Lindy. We were
unable to swim as the river was practically dried
up. A couple of native dounkeys were rounded up and
the future Jockeys entertained everybody by getting
bucked off, some of the chaps having hard falls.
Tiring of this, the boys came back to the lunch
spot for a rough game of cricket, plus the inevi-
table fooling around in the shallow water. A final C )
round of tea and coffee, and we set off back to find
the lorries.

At one of the halte we stopped close to the
Castle, which is built in close proximity to the
railway line. We bypassed the concrete sirips, only
the very energetic attempting the stiff climb.
The main party followed the road and reached the
lorry at a spot near the Shongweni Falls, which are
on the Ugede River, a tributary of the Umhlatuzana.

e
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hill, where the five appeared, waiting for us. Now
all we had to do was wait for Mickey and Gary. It
appears that the five had got lost and depended on
a local native to guide them back to the road. Their
relief was great when they heard the lorry chugging
up the hill towards them.

So at last with our full complement of hikers,
we returned to the Market Place.

Moral: Never get loet on a hike!l

Sylvia Daniell

AN EXPEDITION TC MILFORD SOUND
T NEW ZEATLAWD.

I received this article from a Rambler who went
on an expedition to Milford South with a Wew Zealand
hiking club. I am including it in this magazine as
it may interest some of you.

The first paragraph describes the Journey there,
The article now continuess

"Setting out early that first day on what is
known as the ¥Milford Track, a pass through the Alps
to the West Coast, we glimpsed a fairy-tale peak
above the rich green of the trees, with delicate
wisps of white cloud forming a halo around its sum-
mit - a rare and unforgettable sight. Slowly we
tramped up the 14 mile Clinton Cenyon, a kaleidoscope
of megnificent green bush, glimpsing the mountains
rising 5,000 ft. above us. Pack horses, carrying
supplies, preceeded us as we reached the Pompolona
Huts mid-afterncon.

"larlier in the day two Australian climbers,
members of a former Everest expedition, set out to
conguer a hitherto unclimbed peak and, as night fell,
we discerned a faint glimmer of light from their
bivouac in the lea of the peak. It was in such
country that Sir ddmund Hillary and George lowe
acquired their skill ard endurance as mountaineers.

o
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e MChIIMon Pass, a steep, rugged

saddle now lylnc ahead of us. We wound our way through
groves of ribbonwood in this hupe bowl -of arsy, rosky
peaks and crags of tremendous height, We climbed up
the twisting track until, breathless, we abruptly
reached the top of the pass. We lingered for a while
on this 3,400 £t, pass to view the grandeur of the
panoresma, on one side the great, precipitous Clinton
Canyon winding into the distance and to the west the

) majestic mountains and forest of Arthur Valley. A
gquick descent down a path was made to the Quinton
Huts, After a well-earned rest, we get out again to
view the slender, bub 1mmensely high Sutherland
Falls, which drop a distance of 1,904 ft. and rank as
one of the highest in the world.

"The third day found us trekking through the
Arthur Velley =longside the cascading river, with the
intense sun streaming down from & crystal clear at-
mosphere. The scenery here was perhaps the loveliest
of all and every bend in the path opened up glorious
views of forest clad mountaing. Light-hearted in
spirit, we felt strangely transported to another
world. Through the gleaming sunlight, we emerged at
the end of the track bordering the river estuary.

"Climbing aboard the launch which was to take us
two miles to the tourist hotel at the head of the

' Sound, the breathtaking scenery of Milford Sound

) slowly revealed itself as hugh, precipitous peaks
rising sheer from the water, came into view. How
wonderful it was to arrive at the hotel, and as we
stragzled into the foyer - packs, beards, blistered
feet and all - we were greeted by a curious group of
American tourists!

"The following day, taking a launch down the
length of the Sound, we saw such sights as the Bowen
Falls, Mitre Peak and the Lion, with glittering snow-
fields reaching into the distance.
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