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JUNE, 1966 - FIXTURES

Sunday 5th

Tuzsday l4th

wednesday 1%th

Srndcy 19th

Sunday 3rA

""‘—ﬂ:

Umlaas Falls Hike with Robart
Bocker leading. Lorry leaves
market place at 8.30 a.m.
Members 50c, Visitors 55g.

Executive Committas Meoting at
Margsret Moors's home, 37 Vaniee
hkoad, at 8.C0 p.nm.

Fhotographic Mcet’ng a2t Joan and
Det Sewell's home, 8 J.H. white
no-d, Pinetown, at &.00 p.m. The
subjeet is "Camp Life". Zee pags 12.

Clivia Gorgs Hike with Nike Wiglay
laading, Tiis is a corbined hike
: Flzb-rmaritzburg
Lerry lisves rarkst plac
EalbC ey

umblars.,
at e
Lirs 4%c, Visitors S5¢c.

Srongwani Palls Hik: with Lindy
leading., Lorry lcaves marlkst
place at 8,30 a.m,

Mimbars 45c¢, Visitors 50e.

L.E. Pliase ramember to bring your name tags
on a2ll rikes,




Wwe reacred Felwsni storec, whtiech is in the
Hillerest aros, at 10.15 after a bonesraking ride
thirough soms scenic country, snd without ruch ado,
get off in ths dirsetice of f¥z Um_cenil valley.

Tke road to start with, cbvirusly used by veticles,
is covered by slx inck=g of Tins dest; and tiis
ghurnsd up by 27 pairs of sicag ssze”@ tc vise to
nosz level and stop. Aftar a stert v il2 we ware
on a narrow foot path and as tke party strung out
the dust settled and tho seenzry bo-ame visible.

This spot is typical of th~ ccuntry inland from
Durban. Mud and thateh netive huts ar: scattzrzd
among the sparse bush ard grassland. Wint-or 1s
approaching and ons can scz grass firms alrest any
day now. The 1ittls springs and water holws bave
begun to dry up and the nstive women have to go
now to fetech watsr. The erops that should have
matured will nover do so and cattle and goats
graze undisturbsd among the meagro gardens. As
for the natives, whose absanece from their bom-s is
consplcuous, they'll very likely be off in tro bush
browing large drums of shimiyane while ths huts are
left in care of a few piccanips and a half starved
dog or two.

The vegetation hore is ckiafly
with elumps of bush dottad .round
Whilst sycamcry troes so:mad prodemirzant, T also
notiead morula, umdoni, mimcse znd flat erown
with the inavitable loptanz srovinz under thom.

gragsland
at intarvals.

#ay off in tla kazy bloz distanc: fc the
wast, %3 kad ¢ vize of Tebls lovntain dominating
tiic surrounding enuntry, and tto silver sosking
ribtbon whickh is ths Umzani hiver seintilsting in
tha sun on its way down from tie bighlands to
mest us.
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A cocl bresze met us as tlic path beipan to
descend inte ths wvallsy and the open veld gave
way te bush wiare we hzard black eollared barbets
uttaring their queer thkroaty call and red billed -
hoopoes thsir kysterical cacopterny (tks natives
comically eall them hleka abafazi or laughing
women), and mest of us will recall seeing the
irridescent flash of Ylue starlings along the
troil.

Now the path became really steep as it
d in and ocut of bushy gulleys and the looss
=1 causcd a good deal of slipping and sliding.

As we approached the confluence of the
Umgeni and lolwenl Rivers, we could sse the
banana trail coming down from Wyebank on the
opposite hill and eloscr at hand a few natives
washad clothes at 2 stream. It was plecasant to
fael the cocl water and the crunch of clean
rivar sand on our naked feet as we cressed the
Om.=ni Rkivar. "

On ths last lap to the lunch spot-we passed
tha rome of ar ivdustrious rative. An unusual
siglt is tc sce paw-paw, banana, lemon, psach
and cus:ivd trepos all growing round one hut.,

heck ig a rathzsr picturesques spot,

ith its srezts of black veleanlec lava spraad
eresgs tis valley wiilek is domincted en tha norih
s bigk eliffs.

In ne tim2 at 2]l 014 Faithfrl was sceocping
watar from ths river and coaxing up a fire: while
lunck packets were hastily withdrawn and various
typzs of ligrid refreshment indulged in.

Hawving had lunch, we naturzlly look:d around
for somsthing to do, and at 1 p.m. sharp comas
a water fight mit mugs of dirty water und frogs'
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eggs! The situation eould have dsveleored into a
major engagement but our attention was averted
from the battle to a few wild duck who gave us a
thrilling display of aercbatics as they zoomed
past us several times and a ham=rkep, not wanting
to be cutdens, trisd tc geel a phkyslesl in midair
but finisted up doing scmstling which seemed to
bz a cross ostween cartw}ee}s and bandstancs,

all tec socr it was tima te leave snd as we
trudgad up thz bill ne passed throvgk rlantatiens
of strangs lookinz trsas, and sines scrs of us
wonderad what they were, I askzd cnz cf the Tamil
Indians who live in the arza. Tta troe yroducas
a2 long bean-like pod. This they call drum-stick
and is high in protein and is used s tre bass for
which 1 was assured is a delicicns merssl. The
bean is chopped into short secticns and bralssd
with onions, eurry and meat. The llowers of tils
tree ara fried with cggs.

As a t=a room loemzd inte wvisw, the powsrfvl
and pungant odour of dagss masailsd my olfactory
nerves, but who cared anyway; thers ware cold
drinks in that shop.

~ VWhilst walting for the thirsty oncs, I spoke
to the truck driver about the terple across the
road from the shop. Tkls 1t seems; is a shrine
of the Tamil people whe have numsrous gods, the
ehizf one being Krishna. They regard the cow and
the wonkey as sacrad and vsrform the strange rits
of firewalking.

Homeward beound, tks lorry lurchsd around the
corner and as the svening bresze licked at us, w2
pulled ocur warm cloth
mir.ad intu t sathar

irn, dusk.

lenn Wessels.

cn ard the temple gradusally
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: ke blithe

stndied tre knowing lock in Vic's eye

s 3 néad over the Chalrmanship of

the Entertainrmonts Conmittez; I might not so easily
have fallen inte the trap for unsuspecting suckers
tc taks en the job. "It has its ups and downs, its
trivmphs and disagpointments" he said. 1T ‘o tzuaz,
too trunl The Sporta Eraai was rather morc of

the lat:ar than the former.

)
It was hailed as a stupendous brainwave whan
a boat and ski's were offered for our use.
Zntbuslasrm ran kigh, hours were spent on rhone
cﬁl)o, notices waere designed (which included some
rea’ io%txc varsz), prirted, and posted (all 120

of them). it was decided that a check had
oatter hLis z spot we had in mind. What
wds our o m to find that on that spot
stocAd a w avy machinery - part cf the nsw

:iaznt har beur werks! Aftrr sevaral more phone
cells, wa l=arnt that the place for boating was now
sy ll Island, wnt chrdy, not even tle ncble

i.n. Folies Foree statlorned cverlocking the island,
pld teli vwes low to pat bl are.

Feelirg like tra eurly Hx*1ﬂrnvu, kegar and
feccvarad o trall threngh the cindars

ni gand

ick lad te wviricus sailing elubs on Foaravell

B Télapd Cur next nroblem was tr get permission

Paniec roigned whrn on Gefdncsday
ne beard we covld not use the 1sland. However,
using all my femiriine charm, I managed to obtain
permission from the Harbour Engineer whe passed on
instructicns t¢ ths Port Captain, who gassed on
instructicns to the Harbour Police, who passed
on instructicns %c the tugs,that the Ramblers were
tc be having & braaivleis and that they were not to
send the entire Force to put out the fire!l!
Ineidentally we also had permission from the Island
Sajling Club to use their property.




and
sunny. T
had nhad, :
catared sccordingl

to find barsly tri

¥. %
rty waitin

. g=t of f in cernvey for the Islzcd.
arrived at abovt 3J.3C 7 A gpread cut
things under th~ treecs at t : a s
the others.bagan a gamz of bus:ball, T art’cosly
sennnad the water for tha bo 1

owner had not had his lorry
the ¥riday ag promigcd, bot of
had bzeen made to tow : bett o in tu
waited in vain until obewt 4.3C oo
sad and disappointed bo t-omror arrld
ug tho sad news that tlo v en tEa
did not fit, so a clamp ar wade
broken whils turning a corn:r, an? thk
crashod intov a hedge causing consiiora
Ho ski-ing for us trat day!

Soma could not toke this disspreintrant and
Those 4

quits a pletnrs 2 : o re oo rm
ovur Lies o r L 1 3

but s6dlli.
dafinitaly ¥
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Just tr=n a cry for help sounded.. Kevin
had taken the wrong routs and was stuck in the
sapd! A largs rescus party left to go te his
assisteice. As he was well and truly stuck, the
car Lad te bs 1ifted and turned by our strong
haalthy hiksrs.

Ve retvrnsd to tle Braai, but a wiile latsr
we ware chaged away by a stowsr of rain., Tre
party procseded te the Blua Lagoon wh : somra had
coffac ard others sickly-pink milksrakas. By this
time tks weathor had eliared sc tho purty endad
witk a jaunt along the bcach.

To those who came, I hope yeu enjoyzd 1%
desrits the disappointments; to thoss whe di

not, we hopc tc sce you next time. We are trying
ovr b:st to put soms 1ifs and zip into the hamblers
Club, so w= nsed yeur suppert. It would be
apprecicsed if you could phone to let me know
whcethor you are coming to tke soecials (Phone
4813577 .

is a result of over-catering at tho Sporta
Braai, my flatmstes and I welc zating tomatoes,
braadrolls and peanuts for weeks! Please save
us from thrat fate next time!

Marlene.

MaCINTOSH CASCADES HIKE

Bightoer of us left the Markst Place at
about {.4% a.m, (notice the sarly start) on a
perfeet merning., Little dic I know that this

0l turn cot to te the erazicst hiks of the
yar. As 1 ar writing this, thare is still no
news of the feer lamblers who lost thomselwes
an rovse tc tba Cascades.
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Anyway, to start at the boginning, thka nizht
before brought thunder-showers, but it was a
glorious morning, and everytking lookzd cl=an and
fresh. The trueck socn began tc £ill wp with
Ramblers climbing in at Musgrave hoad and
Chelmsford Road.

When we arrived at Finetown cur contingent
must have numbzra:d abcout thirty or mora. %We wars
than joined by thres school boys wlc enjoyzd
thaemselves immersaly.  Alse I Torget to mantion
we saw twe wall remavbarad Tacss wlo hed rotorned
from places afar, i.=. Jaan Cars-r =ud Lyrtle
hyan.

Thare wes gritz a len, wmuit 2% Laidec's
Supzrmarket. T tii ; smhlirs wire stocking
up with swsets, :le. as Lo pric: was duve tv go

oz the nmixt fuy,.

ot

%z soon rouzched trs Alsembarlin, oeint, whacs
thare was a stiff climb arza2 of vs, ard ws :
went at a cracking pace, mueer to my disg
clamberad ovar or erawl:d vrdsr novsrons |
wire fences (whiech laft t merks o cartal
parts of onaz's anatomy).

We eventuzlly arrivad at
wherz a rest was callqd fer.
I belisve the troubl: startad,
together at t) is stags, I = sur:.
lzzder, suggested that w: move on agzin a
that the others could rest trerc longer
liked. We eventually arrivad at Kaclntosh
Cascades wkore Lindy soon got ths fire going and
piping hot coffas was r-ady within naxt to ro
tima. It was only later in tho day that ws
rcalised Roger, Joan, Hosemury, and her cousin,
Moira, had still not ronchked the Cascades.

-

£ v
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Aftar lunch Meirs, Heb, Doug, Frank, cnz of
the younzsters ard myself sct off to look at tie
falls and w~ found that now puths had rzecently besn
mzade down to t': bottem of tha falls. When we
arrived bick &t tre plenie spot, we beard that a
saarel was in prozrass for tks missing burscms.
(Tks thr-z girls and Rogsr, whers were they?)
Szarckers came back later without disceovering
tham alon; the route we had come.

Twe of tre Ramblers slipped on a wet boulder
and reeeivaed a duckings also a hat was retricved
dripping wat.

a4t about 3 p.m. it was declded that we head
for loms; arrivinm at St. Heller's Tca hoom for
cocl drinks. W2 wers still on ths lookout for
tkz lost oras and on the way buck we were joined
by Vic Fortrmarn, whe had left his car at the rond-
side. It msatiything ecan happen whan you (]
on a hiks. = lesz four and gain one.

Lews Lus just been received thut heil in his
alf: nemec " tia missing foursomz walking

alang tic fo
n=ms ite

: Pinstown, A further
“aeted forsst of

lost in a dansz2ly
traes,

"Henscl & Gratsl!

VILK  BaRaTHCT

Trig 3 :ur ths Milk Maration will be held on
ths 26th Junc, starting at King's Park. Entries
must be in by Thursday 16th Juns. Come on evary-
one - lat's show them what the Ramblers can do.
Phene 351304 for furthar particulars.




ﬂPRIL_PHOTOGhA?hIC ¥

Fred znd Barbara Clark's flat wis %3 verne
for the Photographic masticg whlcl was attanded by

21 membars and thelr fPrisnds on wednasdtay, spril 2Cth.

The position of coeratory wes fil3ed by L@atk-r
0dgars, and Rob Philp was appointad a Judpz - thus
completing ths total number of five Jucgns Ty irada

Mac Hand suggestnd thet all slides ent:rad in
monthly eompatitions should be titled for disting-
uishabls purposes. This suggoestion, hewzver, was
not favourably crnsicarad by the Fosting.

| : Forty slides w=ro -ptzrad for the menthly
, competition, tra subjsct belng wGapzrolt.,  Croce
again Charlcs Smedn carried off tha ~voplrg's

honours with kis glidn of ths Luropn Brifdg:, nsar

Innsbruck (68.%7), wiils® i: fillz@ second

bartl asuin, ris alids ot tF- 1lg jainicg
5 \

67.0. and thus Juct pippir o
slids of Crarvlas 5 sdals of &
wastendort, hvatria (67.3470.

Pl-sse rot: that only nDopscns whe =
membars of ths Hawblzre!' Clnb ars Lol 51
sli“es in the montrly aomnatiticons. i ators »
mambors bring fricnds alors te tlo mert’ 1y
thoge non-=rombors arc net vorrittad to rart
in tha ecmpatition, but muy raye tozir slides

projoceted afterwards 17 £l % wish. .
| after the April compatiticn Vie Cr cdors showsd
glides of his recent gers: trip fror Tations 1t to
[ ngathedral®, and amongst tiss: some tynppM yizns of

lilke Woods wersa geen! Garry Hable iad some slides

which he was anxious to greprojzetsd and trrough
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. Vie showed tliidas of the Shcmbe Festival,
and some he had taken on vivits to ore Jorl S,
\ John's arsa, and to Bushmen's Neol, whilst kis
wife Jocn, prapared a dalicicus tsa wrhich every-
\ one enjoyed. Vic was labar parsuadazd to shiow

slides whick he had taken ip the Willem Freterius
Game Rascrve and in Kirberloy.

H The next Proto.rarkic Vaating will take vlacs
on Wednesday, dvns 15th, &t Joan apd Dat Sew=ll's
| homa, 8 J. Wliite head, Finstown (sme map for
Sirectloﬁslj acd tha ecrpetiticn subjecs: will be
Camp Life". g Fowrrty 2 " "
¥ prome """f" A ‘L;‘fd\\w"j? : *mm!’rr o
S 7 .
| e . ONGH Hpn K

Iie

'."’-;r.._;?{f._-.‘-. Ly oaw .zf{- ;&74 .p,_-:‘_a__._(-, x Lyl Lant
‘ Ak &,ﬁ?b hagia =t [ R~ etz

! HATURE CCHLER

d The Jacanas (Lily Tretters), only two

species of which occur in Afrieca, arz guite

I romarkable birds. Their long tocs ard claws are

so distinet that ocne can quite =asily tall them
apart from any other family of birds. Thease leng
toes enabls them to run across floating vegatation
and water Zleaves in quist streter.s of water. Trey
faed on tha sseds of watsr plants and grasses, and
also on insects., Lily Trottars bresd in Natal

and northwards thrcugl atrica. Irey do rot build

»
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a nest but use a pile of vegetation which 1is
flozting on the water. Sometimes they lay their
eggs on the leaf of a water lily. The eggs (up
to four) are long and pointed at both ends, light
brown and heavily marked with scrolls, blots and
crosslin:s of dark and Mghttr brown, and are
extramely glessy.

The aAfrican Jacana {Dctophilornus Africanus)
1s the more common of the two here 1n Natal and
can be soen on a number of our hikes.

LT

[N

It is a brightly coloured bird; its body is
. ¢rastnut-maroon in colowr; throat white
shading down tc yellow; the top of hesad and back
cf neck, black, and above the bill there is a blus
skield.

4 few ycars ago while canoeing on Cromer Dam
in the North Bastern Transvaal, I came across a
pair of african Jacanas witk tlredlr young. 1 was
przzled 28 to how the young got from one group of
1ily lzavss to the next, as they did not appear to
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be able %o fly. A&t first T tleuvght that they must

be swimming across as the parsnt birds are streng
swimmers. What gave me this imyressicn was that

every time they moved from cne leafl to the nzxt,

the parent would sit on the leaf with the young bird

and then slip into the water, swim the distance

to the next leaf and then ¢limb on te it, All

ihis time T could nokuvsee the young bird, but

anch time the parent bird left the new le=af, surc
anough, the young one would be trere. I wanted to .
see the 1littls one aswim so I gently eascd my canoe )
oloser. I was only about five faet away when ths

parent bird came to feter 1ts yrung, but this time

the parent did not swim, but made a quick keg te

the next l=af. Now I was puzzled bacauss the

young bird had alsc gonz, It tock me sames time to

spot what wu: T
sit down on

up undsr its
parant blrd
Botk par-nts
thay only carricd ons

svent bird wncoulé

g ore weuld elirb
4 it wag kEzld whils the
or Ycppad to tro poxt laaf,
eir young liks tiis acd
at a tima,

2 1R
L o

iike.

EDITCALaL

itncther month has gers by and here I am

again. Thls month a now cornsr (xaturs Cornsr} ¥
has bszen started, wkich I Fcope » 11 rrowve of
interast to avarycns. I am svra &' sre arg many

cf you who have observed some interacting tlings
about nature, so pleasz lot me have vyour contribu-
tions and so make this corner more varisd and
informative.

In this issus an application form for "The
Wild Life Protection and Conssrvaticn Soci-ty of
South Africa" is enelosed. The Natal branen is
very active, heving numerovs film stoss and field
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days. The next film show will-be on ¥onday, the
6th June, at Westville Boys' High School Ha1l at
7.4% p.m. Akdmission is fres but a cellection will
be taken after the show. Everyone is welcome.

W2 wolecome three new members in our midst,
and wish, toem happy hiking days.

Mr. Neil Longworth
kr. Mike Coward
¥iss Judy Pring.

Tris montlk we are sorry to have to say good-
by:z te Brien harding, whc has rosigned,

Cur cenprotn
» harboor

laticns go to our Sscrator:,
A Keith guayls whe anncunca?
> lust renth, and alse te Viv

Ps t 2tk birtt of anetbh » prardscn.
Bist wi s tc Mike Yoo s an? Gillian Fauvlds who
will b2 zetting marrisd on the 4th June.

Cur sympat*izs go to Bath and Coral Leharsley
whos: futlar dizcd last month.

Dzt of luck to Maureen Hollard who is-
unaficiﬁlly compsting in the Comrades' Marathon.

We woleoms back Myrtle Ryan and Pat 0,le
from their trip to South Amsriea, =znd look for-
ward tc hozring all about it., DD cer ol M
£ op have just left for overseas and we wish
tham & happy holiday.

It is now June and yot there are still a
nunbzr of psople who have not paid thsir subs,
S0 fFleasz 1ot the Trsasursr have them.

The frees hike for the best article last
month gocs te "2240". (Hope this is not your
sctual welight, ) Thanks to all who have sent
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contributions this montr. It would bz a great
help if articles sould be ssnt in as scon afier
thez event as possible or not later than trhe 15th
of eaeh month.

TEE WILD LIFE PROTECTICN sND CCNSEEVATICL
SOCIETY OF SCUTH AFHICa.

This socioty is the only indespsndent body

in the Republie engzgad in furtharing tka presovva-
tion of all forms of tlg ceuntry's indigencus
faung and flora. Witk a teotsl remborstip of soma
5,000, and tbrcugh its brarer:s in the L.ustsrn
Provinca, t!e sastearmn Preovircs, Beordsr, hatal and
the Granga gy Ik intod a4 elose and
continuecus witeh or al
throughout tls ecountry i

consarvaticn of ony uxture

Muelkh of opr wilA 1ifaq
mammals znd birds sra baing ) ¢ gket or
snared, trees ars being unrzeossurily cut er burnt
down, flowsrs ara baing thcvghtlzaacly riclkad, ard
ever our reptiles and inssets, &7 ¢ 13 a walratl:
part in presirving nuituroc, ars igncrantly da
The eontinusd existence of wild 1if'z sanchtu. ries 1s
fregquently threnten-d. GCppositicn, too, iz fora-
aver facing the establishbrznt of noes -ams anpd
nature rescrves.

dmring -

Vital action is naeded if all thasc pricticss
are to be halted, and it is t'os duty of z2varyeone
who has the good of th: country at k:nrt, to zassist
in fighting for thke prascrvaeticn of our wenderfuvl
and unigue wild life. Only when evsry right-thinking
South african has realised his risponsibility, and
helped to swell thz volcc of conssrvstion vntil
its demands cannot be refused, will the futur:z of
our wild lifc be fully assured.

»




