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IXTURES FOR JUNE & JULY, 1967:

Sunday 1lith Hike to Mpsare with Pietermaritzburg Ramblers.
Car owners nlease bring your cars as we will be
travelling by car. Meet at the Market Place
at °.00 a.m.

Tuesday 13th Zxecutive Committee meeting at Mike Wigley's home,
715 Stella Road, Tscombz, at 2.00 p.m,

Sunday 1eth Milk Marathon. Entry forms from Margaret Moore.

Wadnesday 21lst Photographic Meeting at 11, Cadogar prive, Dbn.N.
Doriald Seaton will be giving a talk on Judglng.

Time £.00 pm. Subieci - General.
Sunday 25th Hike Topps Needle with Lindy leading. Thére is
no water on this hike s» please bring an ample 1‘ .

supply for your own use, and for the lunch time
brew. Lorry leaves +the Market Place at £.720 a.m.
Members 55 cts, %o NAdse,

July €th-1Cth Berg Trip to Thaba Ntleyare. Only for the Ffit *
e and crazy. Those interested contact Toh Vriend
' at 75204, 2 -
- 2
Sunday 16th Hike tn Aloe Ridge with Margaret Moore leading.

Lorry leaves Market Place at 2,30 a.m.
Members 55 cts. o5 Nt

Sunday 30th The Annual Emble. More about this next month.
_ Btart your training now and darn fame anrd glory
by beating Ivan Wirtz. -
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PHTCCGKATHIC R ABCRT by SHUTTRRTUG

After taking devious routes, 24 people managed, eventually, to
reach Mary and Phillip Gatenby's home at Cowies Hill for the
Club's Photographic Meeting on Wednesday, May 17th.

The competition subject was "People” and the 59 slides entered
were judged by Mary, Bob, Charles and John Castledon. Vic
Hondura swept the boards, taking full honours with three of his
slides: .- :

First was his slide of an old Zulu warrior,
taken at the Shembe Festival celebrations 69.25

Second was his excelleut study of a Zulu
weman taken near Tugela Ferry 69.00

Third was another outstanding study of a
Zulu woman, this time taken in tke Mnweni
area 67.50

Vic is to be heartily congratulated on this fine effort, and
he fully deserved this recognition of his photographic efforts.

There were no entries in the "Black and White" section.

The Gatenby's provided an cxcellent tea, after which we rcaw
slides which had been taken at Easter Camp by various Club _
members - some of which caused much hilarity - and we were also
shown slides which Vic had taken at the Shembe festival.

The June meeting is to be held at 11 Cadogan Drive, Durban. -
North - the home of Ingrid Smeda's parents -~ on Wecdnesday,
June 21st. The directions for reaching the venue are as
follows: -
When driving along NORTEWAY from the direction
e of the City, CADOGAN DRIVE is the second turning
to the right after BROALWAY. No, 11 is on the
left side of CADOGALN DRIVE, opposite the North-
lands High School.

After the months competition Donald Seaton — the Club's guest

.5, for the evening - will give a talk or. hor to judge slides, »
VS should be beneficial to everyone.

% final competition for the photographic year will be in July,
with the subject "Camps and Hiken“. Please note that ONLY
CLUB_MEMBERS are eligible to enter slidzs for judging in the
monthly competitions.

ADVANCE NOTICE: The Shell Theatre has been reso-ved for
‘ Wednesday night, August 16th, for the Lamblers Annual Slide and
Film Show - please diarize this event. Please al:=o note that
arrangements have been made for the Natal Parks Poard to show




films to the Cilub on Tuesday night, November 28th - also at the
Shell Theatre.

For those competitors in the monthly slide competitions who wish
to know how they stand at present (i.e. after taking into
account the May competition marks), the position is as follows:

NI 3.

The marks are the aggregate for the ten best slides

entered, or the total where less than ten slides have been

entered.
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12.
13.
14.
15
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

23,

Margaret Moore
Charles Smeda

Vie Hodura
®hillip Gatenby
Mike Castleden
Dick Usgher

Fred Clark

Mac Rand

Clean Wossels
Mary CGatenby
Neil Cellermann
Milke Wigley
Marce Farr
Rosalie Wessels
Harzy Tripe
Audrey Ralph
Mick MoConnell
Chris Schorn
Acel2 Schora

Ivan Latonowitz
Barbara Biesheuvel
Morgaret ficholls
Gloric Mclonnell
Mcnty wvan der Spuy
Des Tesgue

Padcéy Toung

Loy Tookex

Dim YaruUg

Slides Aggregate
27 637.85
28 632.64
20 631.00
24 616.99
30 612.05
26 606. 74
14 600. 16
19 592.15
22 586.05
15 581.08
10 581.00
16 577.81
14 562.21
19 560.55
10 559.41
11 549.50

8 410.98
7 38l1.74
6 335.25
4 251.25
4 233.50
4 231.75
4 120.00
2 108.33
2 107.20
2 106.75
2 99.60
1 53.7%5

B I e T T e s R S S PR S R RS R A St
HIKE TQ SHONCGHFMT _DAM by RAMBLERINE

(R=fore

who have not Leen
of our honourehls
horrible habit of
deman& an article

I ad:! zen
on hikes

I was carght,)

for several weeks.

editor when next you venture forth.
descending on one with a Draculine grin to
as soon as one nuts in an appearance.

to paper let me issue a fair warning to any

Keep well clear
He has a

I know,



Cn thac fateful day of 14th May, 1967 I heaved myself on to the
lorry and looked around for space to place my big ...... toe,
but, alas (or hurra h, depending on how patriotic one feels
towards the club) the lorry was bulging with fifty-eight =
bodies, twenty-two of which were visitors - a record crowd for
1967. ’

The lorry ground its way along greaning up all the hills to
Shongweni Dam, finally tipping us off on the road to Shong-
weni Station.

The day was warm, the skies were bright and spirits ran high.
Our track took us down a stecp hill to the station where Ton,
our valiant Ton, spread himselZ on the rails in a display of
true Rambler bravery. Viv even offered to administer the anaes-
thetic with a large rock, but unfortunately no trains arrived to
add reality to the drama so it all ended in an anti-climax.

To me this is one of the most scenically beautiful hikes. The
road winds its way along the hiliside fringed by natural bush
and creepers, covered in a canopy of trees. After the rain the
night before the road was comewhat wet. The large brown puddles
proving too much of a temptation for some, few girls escaped
without gaining a neat tattoo of mud snots. A halt was called
on tﬁe edge of a pine plancation, then on we trudged until the
shimmering waters of the dam came into view. We had our lunch
by the riverside below the filter beds, a somewhat rocky spot,
but the rushing roar of the wvater over rocks soothed our souls
if not our seats.

After lunch a large party set out to explore the tunnel. Cross-
ing the river proved to be a major hazard and most of us emerged
soaked to the waist. On reaching the tunnel we found the water
so deep as to make our entry impossible. However, we watched
with bated breath as our honourable editor inched his way across
the loose gravel bank towards the tunnel entrance worse luck.

He has no sense of drama and didn't cven fall into the rocky
pool below. We then decided to conguer the dam wall and
clambered up the steep rocky walls. Our feeling of achievement
was somewhat deflated when soon afterwards a young couple
decided to come up with two cmall children and a dog. They
made it too.

The-more intrepid souls amorig us climbed to the top of the hill
and found a second overflow tunnel. This one Ton is thinking
of developing commercially (to =well Ramblers funds of course).
He plans to make it a Tunnel of Morrors as the journey back
through rocky pools and varizble overhangs all in the pitch
dark is quite horrific. On their return Tina decided on an
uneducated route across the river and walked cheerfully into
water six feet deep. John had his cameras ready so all is

recorded on f£ilm.
After a second welcome brew we set off up the hill, The way was

L4



stdep WU tha _ovyy wes econ in aight at the gatea. LB -par
usaxl crange piei flew at unsuspecting ftargets all the way
back, ammunition being supplemented by nasty little seeds from
an overhanging tree.

All in all it was a good days hiking. A hearty welcome to

all those visitors. May you soon officially join the renks of
those who hike for health snd be as fit as those seasoned

Ramblers who puff and blow (quite professionally) up all the hills,

L R T ?lF**********96*‘X—******-J(-*************************

CHEESE AND WINE PARTY by HIQ

This party got off to a really swinging stsrt when a gentleman
in a rather fast sports car grooved a dent in the side of Jim
and Mary de Vlieg's car on his way ‘to his parking spot on the
top of someone's garden wall. When all that excitement had
settled down we made our way back "t tHe ‘Partj where ihe sixty
and some Ramblers and frieris proceeded to calm their nerves
with large draughts of assorted wines, and attempted to keep
sober at the same time by nibbling the occasional piece of
cheese or bread, With such excellent lubrication it was not
long before the party whesls started spinning round quite
merrily. Couple this with some naughty type beat music and it
is not hard to understand why the antics of the dancing couples
would have vut any primitive marriage rites to shame.

Certain nurses seem to think that wine is better squirted cut
of a hypodermic syringe than drunk from a glass. That might
be 80 except that it tends to make your shirt smell, and
rather more seews to go in your eyes than in your mouth.
Having subdued these unruly wenches Neil +then gave us a
demonstration of how wine should be drunk i.e. from a Turkish
wine skin., So impressed wes he at his own prowess that he
proceeded to give a whole jar of wine to Dikkc who tried to drink
the whole lot 2t one go. He must be a bit of a fzder becauses,
despite a chorus of DOWN, DOV, DOWN..... he didn't get at all
far with it.

And alas, poor Neil. In nis puny mind he hatched a scheme one
Sunday to poor water all over the poor Ramblers as they sat on
the back of their truck. Well it worked, but the Ramblers

have memories longer than elephsnts, 2nd during the course of the
Mening he met his just deserts when he found himself floundering
in the swimming pool. Thus end all who perpetuate such horrific
deeds. I nust say that our brave Pauntius lcoked rather

dashing in a pair of Tan's rugby shorts.

Slewly, slowly they started drifting home. Some looked well,
Others locked not so well, but all looked as though they had
enjoyed therselves, And then the few who were left turned to
in an attempt to make the Cast> ‘den's home livable once more.
Thank-you, Castledens. Thank~you, Neil and Committee.



UEPER ZAMA by SLAZPWALKER

Once upcn a time this must have been a beautiful hike, but with

the graduwal encroachment of the city into the country I would
imagine that it has been rather spoiled. A few short years ago

the roads along which we now tramp must have been unspoiled bush,
but now much of our route lies past the curious eyes of refugees
who have fled from the hecat and grime of the city to make their
homes, This is unfortunate, but at least Zama Palls are

ungpoiled and one can still enjoy the company of friends, even _
though we have to comport ourselves with more dignity than .
usual while paseing through these inhabited lands. ;

Despite this vestriction we made our way quite cheerfully through
these inhabited lands stopping at the local trading store for

cool drinks, and to a2llow the stragglers to catch up, and then

moved into the Cresthnolme area passing the pig farm of Amble '
fame, arriving at last in the Zama area where we were met by

certain Dutch gentlemen, and one or two others who had also been

too unenergetic to walk the whole way. We might consider

excusing those under three feet tall, but laugh at a story of an
alarm clock not going off, =2nd one lady who has curious tree
climbing habits offered no excuse at all,

Once we had arrived at Zama Lindy got busy with the billy cans
and a fire, and before most af us were halfway through our lunch
nad produced one of his famous brews. This was downed, and,
being refreshed the Ramblers spread over the countryside. As
usual Aas-Trid sot ker A......(behind) wet. And you can't
really blame us, dearie. Laurence insisted that we put you
down. So unfortunate that you were perched over that puddle.

Viv managed to find his way to the bottom of the falls, but was
unable to enlighten us as to where the water went to. We,

however, knew already. All our Hollanders pour it all over —
themselves and %=2ke it home with them,

The walk back to the truck led us through this lovely prickly

type grass which manages to get into your socks, and makes every
hike for the nexi three months sheer torture. But don't think
that this will deter me. I will be there on every hike. .

Despite the prickles in the szrass we were still able to enjoy

the glorious views over Kloof Gorge, and stand a moment in wonder,
On the top of the last hill the lorry awaited us, and as is

their wont, the Ramblers departed, not in a cloud of dust, nor
trailing clouds of glory, but in 3 dust up in a cloud of orange
peel.

***—**;*% I I I KK NI RN NI K N R W B I K B 36 N K I
Overheard 2t the cheese and wine party.

He : Do you know how to cure headaches?
She: Later. Buster. Later.



W , 8/9/10 th JULY
# CHALLENGE FOR A LINITED PARTY

A LL,425 ft LESOTHO
THD HIGHEST POINT IN SOUTHIRN /FRICA

The attempt will be from TYIN STREAMS in the Upper Umkomaas
Valley. During the Seturday it will be = full day's trip towards
the pass up the main 'Berg. This, although long, will not be a
hard slog as it is through pleasant valleys, while in the
afternoon e fantastic view of the 'Berg is obtained. Camp will
be made either at the foot of the pass, or on the escarpment,
depending on the nrogress made. On the Sunday we will be into
Lesotho and making for our goal with only a light day vpack,

Time permitting there will Ge exploration of the escarpment before
returning to camp,. The return trip vill be equally as interesting
as the up trip as a different route will be taken.

A challenge, but not beyond the capabilities of the average FIT
person,

Essential for this trip are ; '
3 clumsy weekend bag, although a

coclossal army kit bag would be more

suitable; flimsy sheets; takkies or

leather soled sﬁoes; for the girls,

acrophobia, & bikini and pyjamas,

and 2 cool bag and hot water bottle,
Recommendad. rowever, are :.- ' :
a framed rucsac, warme st brrrr...
pcssible sleeping beg, lighsweight
tent (please inform whether you have
one available), primus, good footwear
and the usuesl 'Berg ocutfit.

Start scrounging around now otherwise you will have to phone
Canvas Workers to airirei ht your necessities at the last moment,
Furthermore a passport is required these days ~ fellow permanent
residents do not forget to 2pply for your re-entry permit,

Bverybody  needs an internstionna. vaccinetion certificate
showing that a small pox vaccinatica was received not more than
two years ago. .

‘11 bodies interested to phone TON VRIEND during business hours

at 75284, To help arrange transport pione him now to let him
know whether you will be coming with or without car/ truck/ lorry.
Thanks,
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NEW MEMPERS

We welcdme the following to membership of the club. fisses
Margaret ‘McMartin,Barbara Biesheuvel, Lindsay Peaseley, Margaret
Nicholls, and Cecric Zrowne and "Fox" Ledeboer.
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JULY WEEKEND CAMP

Spend your long weekend in the lovely healthy Drakensbesg.

Enjoy the scenery from another angle. Book now for the camp at
the foothills of this impressive mountain range in the upper
Umkomsas Velley.

Easy pleasant hiking.

No Pro Nutro or emergency rations.

Neals by specizally selected chef.

Hunning weter all day long.

Early morning coffee in bed,

Personal service and the unequalled comforts of campingzg.

e

All these facilities and many more at T*/IN STREANS HOTEL,

Contact your friendly travel agency now. Phone CLMP COMMITTES
llow under the personal supervision of TON VRIEND, at 75284,

**************$****#*$*****#k*$*$*$*¢***$$*$**$***$******$*****$$*a+.i

EDITORIAL aMD OTHER EBLATHER

Firstly, I hope that you like the new format of the magazine. If
vou don't please don't bother informing me because I have btought
about & thousand new reams of paper and millions of envelopes.

So its too late to change.

Received a terrible shock at the cheese and wine varty. Saw
Fetty Beekes there. Cerried a large diamond rock on the correct
finger. Seems she got engaged. Best of luck Betty and Charlie
find farewell old sporring partner and best enemy.

We are of course not speaking to certain ramblers who attempted
to sabotage the cheese and wine party by rushing off for a week-
end down the coast,

Ran into 2 minor spot of drama. Arrived ot Himeville police

stetion to find healf the police force of Natal climbing into
2 landrover, They thought we vere lost or something.
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TimA 2 MARed LEfve FeR oK IEAS Wl 136 DAYS.
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