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CHAIRMAN: Scotty Vallance 296409 (h)
SHCRETARY: Hargaret Kirsten 441467 (h)
TREASURER: Regina Billiet 813672 (h)
DAY HIKES: Bill Hyslop 7018996 (h)
BERG HIKES: Dick Billiet 813672 (h)
TRAILS: Philip Gatenby 213592 (h)
PHOTOGRAPHY: Mike Morrillion 7011758 (h)
ENTERTAINMENT: Graham Hammond 222676 (h)
EDITOR: Joyce Harper 213040 (h)
CLUB WEWS

NEW MEMBERS: A warm welcome i{s extended to the following members
and we wish them many happy hours hiking ......
DIETER APFELTHALES, IAN STEWART, MRS. R. WILLIAMSON
and MR.&k MRS. MEVILLE WALKER.

There have been several resignations - we’re sorry to lose you.
However, we do still have a large membership with well over 300 on
our mailing list, but where are you all hiding? 1It‘s about time you
dusted off the boots and got back to some serious hiking! Come on
all you armchair Ramblers our Berg trips need a bit of support!!

And talking of support ... Bill Hyuslop is looking for a few able
bodies to help lead a Sunday hike or two., He's also appealing for
ideas on new venue for these outings. Several existing routes are
becoming increasingly overgrown with the dreaded lanterna etc. and,
because of the unrest in Durban and surrounding areas, are becoming

too risky to tackle. So if you have any suggestions, please phone
Bill or Scotty.

PLEASR NOTE : WE WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE ALL MEMBERS THAT QUR LEADERS
WILL HOT BE TAKING GROUPS INTO "HIGH RISK“ ARBAS AND ALL ROUTES WILL
BE THOROUGHLY “RECCED” BEFOREHAND.

T SHIRTS : Very good guality T shirts in 3, M and L for sale at
an unbelievable bargain price of Rl each, which
includes postage. They make excellent presents. Buy
one or two - buy one for all the family .......
Phone Scotty : 2$6499 (H).

HIRING OF EQUIPMENT - CONTACT : Graham Hammond - Tel : 222670

BERG TRIP COSTS: An average fee of R30 per person is payable to the
driver.

OUTDOOR INN: in Aliwal Street, offer Rambler members a discount on
all equipment.

SUBS : A gentle reminder that there are still
some subs outstanding.

LR I I
ADVANCE NOTICES

22 - 26 AUGUST (or to suit applicants)
“AMAION TRAIL“ - Champagne Castle / Lesotho
(80 called for the type of females on previcus trips?)
60kans, of which 3%5kms on paths. Altitude: 1500 - 3300mts
Contact: PHILIP GATENBY Tel: 213592

3

KOSY BAY 4-DAY GETAWAY ... NOVEMBER 1990, dates to be finalised
Tents or hutted accommodation available. Transport by mutual
arrangement, take your own food and grog. Maximum 24 people. Very
special getaway for all wildlifers as there’ll be an opportunity to
visit the turtle beds and nesting area, see the remains of the only
coconut plantation in South Africa (right on the beach), walk in the
giant rafia palm forest, splash in the only coral reef in South
Africa and perhaps even catch sight of a palm nut vulture.

If you're interested, please contact Graham on 222 676,

Hurry! MNovember sounds a l-o-n-g way off, but it’ll scon come
round!

ETOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS
Congratulations to Jean Foster for completing
the Elangeni half marathon. Well within the cut-off time.
Jean you are an inspiration to all Ramblers.
STOP PRESS STOF PRESS STOP PRESS STCP PRESS STOP PRESS
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HINTS FOR NEW HIKERS

8everal requests have been made, by new members, regarding what
equipment to take on a week-end backpacking trip. Here is my own
check list which wmay be of help.

EQUIPMENT

Comfortable back-pack

Sleeping bag (quality depends on pocket, down/ mixture is best).
Space blanket (for ground sheet/emergencies)

Tent (if camping)

Closed cell mat or self-inflatable mat (expensive, but nice)
Torch and spare batteries

Candles (use in caves and tents only!)

Lighter or matches (keep dry)

Stove &k spare fuel. Light weight pots & eating utensils
Water bottle

Tin opener & penknife

Small first aid kit -

Plastic bags ( for rubbish and clothes)

FOOD

Take enough, plus two extra days in case of emergencies.

I always measure out my tea, milk-powder, coffee, sugar etc. into
small plastic containers with leak-proof lids. Tin of tuna and
cheese wedges with Provita for lunches. There are instant cereals
for breakfasts, or eggs, cracked into a plastic container (less
messy than whole eggs!) For dinner, a tin of steak or a pre-cooked
stew (will last through one day if frozen and wrapped in newspaper)
and instant soups are ideal for winter. I'm always amazed at the
variety and ingenuity of some hikers! (Toppers and smash only for
those with strong stomachs!!) Snacks suth as chocolate, chips,
raisins and nuts, dried fruit and biscuits are essential for keeping
up the energy level and of course, your own alcoholic drink is an
absolute must for socialising in cold evenings in a cave or camping!

CLOTHES
Top of the liat: comfortable hiking boots or sturdy tackies with
good grip and ankle support are a MUST

| .



Track suit/jersey

Raincoat/anorak

Shorts and shirts

Bathing suit (if modest)

Sun Hat (essential) Woolly hat and gloves (for winter)

socks (take an extra pair)

Small towel

Spare tackies

Always be prepared for any kind of weather. Even in summer, the
weather can turn bitterly cold in the Berg.

TOILETRIES - Keep tc a minimum, i.e. the last couple of centimetres
of toothpaste in the tube, the last half of a toilet roll!' Suntan
lotion is essential all year, as is lip-ice and cream in winter.
Bio-degradable soap. (Bathe down-river from camping places).

EXTRAS - Cameras, binoculars, bird-book?

PACKING YOUR BACKPACK

KEEP IT LIGHT - ideally, your pack should weigh no more than a 1/4
of your body weight. For women much less - around 12 kg iz more
confortable. Don't over-estimate your strength, after trudging
uphill for hours on end, the strongest backs will want to break:!:!
Line your pack with a bin liner for waterproofing (I always roll up
my clothes tightly and put into a plastic bag too). Heaviest items
in the middle. Balance weight in side pockets. What goes where, I
find,is a personal preference and depends on design of your pack.

Always pack things you might need in a hurry such as: raincoat,
water bottle, anorak, snacks, camera, in easily accessible places
and return everything to the same place. There’s nothing worse than
searching desperately for your raincoat when a sudden Berg shower
descends.

Don't pack too high or too wide or you’ll £ind yourselves
over-balancing or getting stuck in a narrow opening!
Try to fit everything into your pack, items like
pots, kettles, tackies and the like will rattle
2hd swing and if you're in a hurry, will cause

a "speed-wobble”,

The hip-belt should be well padded and fit
smugly high on the hips. Don’t tighten the
ahoulder straps too much, these should be
mainly for support only.

I'm certain that most seasoned hikers can
add their own hints to this list and it
would be interesting to hear from them.

Lastly, leave nothing behind but your footsteps.
Bring nothing but your rubbish and memories:'

HAPPY HIKING !
¥ ¥ 8 8 2 ko2

For more handy hints for the new hiker, turn to page &
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JUNE PROGRAM

DEPARTURE POINTS FOR DAY HIKES
DURBAN: Musgrave Park parking area - corner Berea/Musgrave Rds.
PINETOWN : Union Main Centre -~ 01d Main Road - outside Tiffanys

(formerly Big Bite])
DEPARTURE TIMES: DURBAN B8.00 a.m. PINETCOWN 8.30 a.m.
These times apply to each day hike unless otherwise stated on
program.

PLEASE BRING THE CORRECT CHANGE !!!

VEHRUE FOR PHOTOGRAFHIC MEETS
Randall Scout Hall, Milner Road (behind Cowey Centre)

FEEEREN
MAY31- MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS TRAIL. Garden Castle Area.
3 JNE Distance covered 24 kms. Cost R30- R45.

Contact : PHILIP GATENBY. Tel.213592

SuUN 3 TWIN RIDGES. A popular hike of medium length mainly
over open hilly country.
Leader : TOM DE WAAL. Tel. 474766
cost : RS (members) R6 (non-members).

9-10 LADYSMITH BATTLEFIELD EXPLORATION COMBINED WITH ‘MARITZBURG
RAMBLERS SUNDAY HIKE. Leave Durban early Saturday morning,
proceed to Ladysmith where day will be spent exploring
battlefields. Saturday night stay at Winnie Jackson’s
house. Join Maritzburg Ramblers on Sunday for a day hike
at HEATHCOTE. Leader : JACK FROST. Max. 10 hikers,.

For bookings contact : DICK BILLIET at 813672

SUN 10 MOUNT GILBOA. The forestry work changed the nature of this
beautiful hike on our last visit so our leader has been
working on it afresh. Medium length,

Leader : DAVE EASTON. Tel. 456688
Cost : R8 (members) R9 (non-wembers).

16-17 BANRERMANS HUT. Giants Castle Area.

Optional climb Bannerman Pass. Distance covered: 21 kms
Saturday evening: cheese fondue and gluhwein in rustic
comfort. B places only.

Leader : REGIWA BILLIET. Tel. B13672

KSUN 17  CRAIG LEA. Yes folks it's the dreaded Craig Lea again !
. " Much “gardening” has been done to clear the paths for you,
30 there should be no more than the usual excitement of
a4 very steep-sided valley.
Leader : BILL HYSLOP. Tel. 7018996
Cost : R6 (members) R7 (non-members).
f ]

WED 20 PHOTOGRAPHIC MEETING at 7.45pm
R} per person (includes refreshments)
Club member Dave Easton will entertain with:
“Hiking in the Rimalayas”. Don’t miasas this one!
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VAN REENEN EXPLORATION.

Pay hikes from thatched, stone farm cottage.

Cost R23 per person for 2 nighta (excludes food and
transport). Limited to 10 hikers only.

Leader : DICK BILLIETT. Tel: B13672

SOCIAL SHORT WALK and PUB LUNCH. Casual morning-only walk
on a private farm near Inchanga. Destination The Colorado
Tavern (which some of you may know as the Colorado Ranch)
where we’ll stop for a bar lunch. There’s a super
selection of over 30 dishes on the ‘quick ' menu (120 on
the main!) and prices go up to R10. 1f you think you’d
like to join us, please would you phone MARIE at work -
422 041 x 2050 or 2057 - we need an idea of numbers to
make sure they’ll have enough space for us!.

1 JULY (or to suit applicants)

ELAND TRAIL - Upper Umkomaas Valley

62kms, of which 24kms optional, on paths for S59ms.
Altitude: 1500 - 2400 mts. Tents required

Contact: PHILIP GATENBY Tel: 213592

SHERRY CAVE, Bushmans Nek Area.

This is a Bushman painting weekend, visiting the newly
discovered “White Horse" paintings. Tents required for
Friday night.

Leader : ROBIN VIRCENT : Tel. 822663.

® £ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ £ & ¥ X X

PROGRAM FOR JULY

SUN 1 MOSS TRAIL The ever-popular easy hike, not too far from
honme. Combinéd with the WILDLIFE SOCIETY.
Leader : JOE STREYTON. Tel:70003535
Cost : R4 (members) RS (non-members).

STILLERUST COTTAGE. Kamberg Area.

Day hikes from comfortable cottage., Fireplace and
gluhwein - a warm refuge from the July winter chill
Leader: REGINA BILLIET. Tel. B13672

SUR 8 KILLARNEY ISLES. An easy and pleasant hike with a
mixture of riverside scenery and gentle hillsides,.
Leader : DAVE EASTOR. Tel. 45669%
Cost ¢ R7T (members) RE8 (non-members).

14-15 SILVER STREAM. Bushmans Nek Area.
Day hikes in beautiful scenery from camp site with modern
facilities. Suitable for beginners or the unfit.
Tents required. Cost approx. R20 p.p. (excludes transport
costs). MNumbers limited - booking closes 6 July.
Leader: JACK AUMOND., Tel. 423245

SUN 15

WED 18

18 - 22

21722

S5UR 22

28-29

SUN 29
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CLIMB OFUDU FROM THE UMLALI GORGE. Nuch reconnaissance
went into this dramatic and vari{ed hike. Delights include
the splendid gorge scenery, an amusing river-crossing and
a short rock scramble. Medium to long and moderately
strenuous.

Leader : JOHN KYLE. Tel. 477334

Cost : R4 (members) RS (non-members).

PHOTOGRAPHIC MEETING at 7.45pm.

Rl per person (includes refreshments)

Club member, Bruce Medway presents the video:
“The African Lion"....a "roaring” success!

JULY (or to suit applicants)

BUSHMAN TRAIL Champagne Castle / Cathedral Peak area
S56kms on paths. Altitude 1500 -- 2200 mts,

Tents required

Contact: PHILIP GATENBY Tel: 2135%2

CLIMBE LITTLE BAMBOO MOUNTAIN - Garden Castle area.
Friday and Saturday nights stay in comfortable
accommodation at Restmount nestled at the foot of the
mountain. Maximum 12 hikers.

Leader : BRUCE MEDWAY Tel. 235895

FROM GIGGLESWICK TO PARADISE VIA SCAFELL (Natal Midlands-
Eston area). Here are names to make every pommy'’'s heart
flutter! Beautiful country too, worthy of the names.
Medium length.

Leader : MELVYN OLIVER. Tel. 293501.

Cost : R8 (members) R9 (non-members).

SANI PASS CHALET. Sani Pass,

Hike up the famous Pass to comfortable chalet at the "summit
and party at the highest pub in Africa!

Altitude: 1555 to 2874 mts. Distance covered approx: 36kms.
Pasaport required. Leave Durban early Saturday morning.
Limited to 12 people only. R25-00 per pexrscon accom. only.

Leader: JOYCE HARPER. Tel: 213040 %303, 7\95;>

FROM “THE EYRIE". Ap Umbogontwini circuit. This hike new
to the club last year, deserves all the attention it can
get while the area (s depopulated. MHedium length,
moderately energetic.

Leader : BILL HYSLOP. Tel. 7018996,

Cost : RB (members) R9 (non-members).

PLEASE HOTE THAT THE HIKE LEAVES FROM DURBAN ONLY

TIME : 8.30 a.m.

* ®= % & X % ¥k & %
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LOOKING AHEAD TO AUGUST

SOCIALS ORGANISED BY THE ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEEE (Non-members very
welcome).

FRIDAY EVENING, AUGUST 3, 7.00 p.m. onwards. (Charge - R9 per head)
Wwarm-up to the Gold Cup with a fish ‘n chips 'n singalong eveninq in
the quaint little old house in Canongate (off Berea noad! that‘s an
antique shop during the day. A very do-it-yourself evening ...
please bring your own liguid refreshment, something to drink it out
of (unless you’re at the bottle and straw stage of alcoholism, of
course) and your own plate, knife, fork and linen serviette if
you're too posh to nosh fish ‘n chips out of newspaper with your
fingers!

We'd love a volunteer to tinkle the ivories - you needn’t be too
good, I’'m sure we shan’'t all be singing in tune anyway. There’ll be
a draw for the Gold Cup, which of course takes place at Greyville
the next day.

once again, please let Marie know if you’re interested - there’'s
only room for 50 people.

MARIE GURR: 422041 ext 2050 or 2057
T 2 % E £ E X % EX

4 - S AUGUST
MONKS COWL to INJASUTI and back again!
Walk in beautiful mountain splendour. Comfortable
accommodation at Injasuti hutted camp in 8 bedded cottage.
Tents required for Friday night at Monks Cowl.
teader : DICK BILLIET. Tel. 813672

£ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ £ ¥ X ¥ ¥ X

SURVIVAL TIP No. 1

Pinched this from The Trails Club of South Africa, who got it from a

book by.Martyn Forrester titled "Survival” but it’s so humorous
that 1 have to share it with you. (Apologies to the more sensitive
readers)...

Be sure to pack a couple of good guality condoms in your first aid
kit. In an emergency they can be used in several ways (besides the
obvious one, that is !!) : )
AS A WATER BOTTLE : Fit one into a sock and f£ill with water - tie
the top with a spare bootlace and you will have a very effective
water carrier which can hold up to 1.5 liters - depending on the
size of your feet.

FIRST AID : A condom is useful for keeping wounds clean and closed -

not recommended for torso wounds, however.
HUNTING : Two tied together will make an effective sling-shot for
small game or birds,

* £ ¥ X & % % ¥ 3 ¥ X
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18 - 23 PEBRUARY 1990 THE SWARTBERG TRAIL
Margret, Vic and Auvdrey

The Swartberqg Hiking Trail traverses part of the Swartberg Range of
mountaing which separate the Little Karoo from the vast expanse of
the Great Karoo. There are several starting places, we chose to
start from De Hoek which is not far from the Cango Caves because
there is safe parking and camping facilities. De Hoek is a holiday
;esort for coloureds, but people doing the trail may park there
ree,
The first days hike is quite a stiff climb into the mountains but
the other days were not too demanding. Quite a lot of walking is on
forestry/firebreak roads and where there are paths they are good,
but rough in parts and well marked. There are three overnight huts,
2 built of stone with four bunkrooms and outside cocking areas and
one at the top of the Swartberg Pass is a forestry house with wood
stove and an open fireplace in the lounge. We spent the second and
fourth nights in the same huts. The fourth days path took us along
the top of the range, like walking along a cocks comb, the views
were spectacular. The vegetation is varied fynbos, grasses and
protea species but with very little to give shade.
We were told it was far too hot to walk in the Swartberg in February
which was re-enforced by the lack of entries in the visitors book
for December - February. On our second day we were perhaps fortunate
that a cold front moved in from the south bringing heavy rain for
one night and a marked drop in temperature. We would not have been
surprised to see snow on the peaks, I wore gloves the whole of one
day. This also improved the water supply, as apart from tank water
at the huts, there are very few water points on the trail... one
near the first overnight hut,, one near the second and one half way
between second and third huts, so in the hot, dry weather water
would be a problem. We were gquite thankful for the cold, wet spell
as there is little shade and as mentioned, the lack of watering
places.
For those who love the challenge of the Cape Mountainsg and the
beautiful Cape Flora Kingdom this is a trail to be done.

Audrey Vickers
2kt ¥ 2 ot oE %
6 - 8 APRIL 1990 SIMES COTTAGE Leader: Dick Billiet

Assembling at Simes Cottage at around 9. 30am, after a somewhat
boneshaking ride over 50kms of dirt road, our party had soon
off-loaded vast quantities of food and liquid refreshment and was
ready to head for the hills (in order to generate the necessary
hunger and thirst to do justice to the afore-mentioned stocks). Our
destination on this first day was Yellowood Cave, about 7.5kms
distant along a fairly undemanding path. The scenery was superb and
the weather hot and sunny, though distant rumblings of thunder and
large black clouda gathering from the aguth did not auger well for
our return trip.

After spending a little time talking to a group of

Jo’burg hikers, and a lot of time looking for the elusive Yellowood
Cave (which was eventually found to be lurking beneath an overhang
close to the river) we set off on our return journey.
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Our concern for the weather was well founded and ten very bedraggled
hikers eventually arrived back at the cottage for welcone hot
showers and dry clothes. The weather soon relented and our evening
braai was held under a starlit sky.
For Saturday, Dick had planned a ’test to destruction’ of his
intrepid group, this being in the form of a 25km hike all the way
there and back again! The route took us past a rocky outcrop named
by some imaginative soul, The Eagle, upwards and ever upwards until
we reached the contour path. Whilst traversing a few kms along this
we passed a veritable ‘tent town' occupied by Maritzburg varsity
students. After a brief lunch, we headed for home along an
apparently endless ridge, 'Ka Iwelele’ (obviously Zulu for “endless
ridge’), This strikes out at right angles to the line of the High
Berg and, while losing very little altitude for almost 10kms,
afforded wonderful views of the valleys of the Little Berg. As an
added bonus we saw a herd of about 20 Blesbok, as well as occasional
Rhebuck and baboons. The descent from the ridge along a fairly good
path was relatively painless and we were soon back on the road,
where a vehicle had been strategically placed to whisk us Tkm back
to the cottage, Truly a marathon walk but, the weather mercifully
being perfect throughout, a superb outing.
waking to yet another perfect day we contented ourselves with a more
modest effort, walking to one of the many waterfalls around the
camp. Here Jacqui was better able to indulge her compulsion to
immerse herself in freezing water than she had been on previous
days. Thereafter some of us departed to Durbs,, whilst the rest
lunched alongside the Loteni river before returning.
Thanks Dick for a really splendid long week-end, from which I am
sure everyone will soon have recovered and be eager to sign on for
your next endurance test!!

Robin Vincent

PULZZLE CORNKER

Q.1: What is the shortest distance between two points?
Q.2: What is the longest distance between two points?
(Correct answers on the back page]

* & X ¥ % % ¥ & =%

6 - 9 APRIL 19940 THE PROSPECTORS TRAIL
Lead by Tom De Waal and written by Dave Easton

Do you feel like hiking and good fun? If so,, then walk the
Prospectors Trail in the Eastern Transvaal. The diversity of the
trail will delight you, a real pot-pourri of all your best hiking
experiences rolled into one!

We were on the final leg to Sabie, Lydenburg lay far behind us. Now
the rolling Transvaal countryside and stifling afterncon heat gave
way suddenly to cold air, bare rock, cloud billowing up over steep
precipices, mountain fynbos and occasional glimpses of high forested
ridges. The atmosphere cut through my driving-doped senses like a
knife and like a hunter returning to the kill, I felt fully alert
and filled with anticipation. Okay! T breathed to myself, I'm ready.
Lets go find ‘em...Jock, his master, the gold, the trail, the
works!!

This euphoric interlude had receded by the time we reached Sabie. We
wandered around like zombies, looking for garage loqs, ice-creams
and trinkets, while Tom sorted ocut the paperwork at the Forestry
office.

11

At our first stop-over, Ceylon Forest hut, Di and Bri Dold were
there to greet us. Things begin to liven up, what with the prospects
of dinner in Sabie and the trail ahead.

Mike chanted to himself and anyone that was listening:; “larny chow,
larny chow, birdy num-nums. Great! everything was perfectly normal.
The first day began at a rush; ferrying cars through Graskop to
Bourkes Luck and back to Mac Mac Forest Station again. It was a
relief to get on the trail. While the others concentrated on the
effort ‘of walking, I practiced compass work and mwap reading,
intending to monitor everything and miss nothing. We climbed up
steadily through the pine plantations. Had we crossed the Fanie
Botha Trail already? We sheltered from a passing rain squall and
lunched simultaneously at a rocky spot beneath the pines.;The
afternoon brightened up considerably as contoured round Stanley Bush
Hill. Panoramic views of the Mauchsberg, cairned rusted claim tags,
protea roupelliae, these were the order of the day. Tom and Mike
engaged in photographic artistry as we stopped near a stream. Ah
relaxatioh! An easy, but long descent lead past old overgrown mine
workings, Lord Napier’s grave and so to the Pilgrims Rest hut.

our bliss, however was not to be! To our dismay, the hut was already
occupied by twenty kids and three schoolteachers from Magaliesburg.
Worse, they were going to be arcund for the remainder of the trip!
Tom negotiated space with the teachers, amongst this human colony of
nolsy young penguips. By grouping and room size, Pam, Mike and I
would have to sleep in a three-tier bunk outside the bathrooms and
toilets, and no light. Mike pinched a light bulb from one of the
rooms while I kept "cave”. Our little triumph was short-lived,
within half a hour, it had disappeared! Feeling “"fed-up” I retreated
to the verandah joining Tom, Di and Bri, to sleep outside and this
became the pattern for the remainder of the trip.

We left early and stealthily on the second day to savour the
historical attractions of Pilgrims Rest, The whole town is a turn of
the century museum piece. This included, amongst others, a robbers
grave, a miners cottage, a geperal dealers store and a newspaper
printing office. We posed with beers in the Royal Hotel bar, while
delicious braai smells and sounds of the Beach Boya wafted in ‘'from
the warm, bright sunshine outside. God only knowsa why this brand. of
music was chosen. Tom wanted to be on the trail by 10.00am. We began
a sweaty ascent of Colombia Hill, but in easy stages. The morning
passed uneventfully, until I heard a cry for help.Spinning round, I
realised Mike was rooted to the spat, back pack :
nog al. A thorn had pierced his ear at right
angles to the branch stub pressed horizontally
against his head. He dared not wmove. Quickly
and gingerly he was freed. The incident was
immediately dismissed, just as quickly as the
wicked opportunity to hold him to ransom for
the previous daya’ “spurring.”

Morgenzon!... A regular Uncle Tom's cabin (n the clearing (nc pun
intended) and perched on a pine forested mountain plateau. But...,
bad news again. (sorry readers). The kids lay sprawled on mattresses
and occupied every inch of space apart from the actual crowded
bunk-room we had been "alloted”. We wanted OUR piece of verandah as
well!! While Tom chatted and presumably negotiated again, I detected
a distinct feeling of dissent from our crowd. The situation seemed
unequal and unsatisfactory in teras of space. The anawer was siwmple,
but I remained silent and waited for a sign from Tom. It was not
long in coming.
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Day three arrived, we hit the trail at 7.00am, before the kids.
"Jock of the Bushveld 1885", the map indicated. I was fascinated.
With Toms approval, Mike and I shot off the main route for a km or
s0. We split up to search. “I’'ve got it “ I yelled excitedly. Mike
ambled over to the commemorative plague I had located on the side of
a classic koppie in a small saddle. Another plaque indicated
‘Robbers Pass’, A likely setting, I thought, sensing they had been
here. Fact or fantasy, I was enjoying my own private treasure hunt.
pPerhaps the others craved photographic creativity and the challenge
of the trail. Wwhatever. For me, somehow, there had to be much more
to all of this than simple enjoyable hiking. wWe set off to catch the
others, Rounding a corner, we met two youths. They were hiking one
of the inter-hut circuit trails. We chatted..."Watch out for the
footprints as you come off Blackhill,” warned one youth solemnly. We
thanked them for the tip (although I wasn’t concerned in the
slightest.) Worry about footprints going away? I mean really!!!
We caught up with the others quite quickly. The ascent of Blackhill
was achieved with a little puffing and panting. Soon we arrived at a
marvellous tea-spot with hazy views over Pilgrims Rest nestling in
the pine carpeted valley below. Mike pointed out a rock formation
which Les Petzer had 'held up‘like Charles Atlas on a previous trip.
Mara was assisted with her photography. Pam heard noises. “Isn‘t
that the kids coming?” she enguired tentatively. Two members of the
‘hit-squad’ relay... get-to-the-hut-first team arrived. We were
already leaving. For no apparent reason, Tom suggested that Mike and
I walk ahead at our own pace. Was this purely coincidental and

! unrelated? We weren’t frustrated with the speed of our party, we

| hadn’t ‘chomped at the bit'so to speak. No, I interpreted, if you
get to the hut before the kids, then strike a gocd claim. Mike
declined, (strangely enough). Slipping away I set up a get-off-the

b mountain pace. Across Blackhill (lovely scenery),round the edge,

down the ankle breaking gully, through the pines,

past the water tank, dam, Thelmala Hill

Rondavéls and into the plantatiom.

My eyes scoured the landscape from

cover, no sign of the kids. But who's

coming past the rondavels with

rucksacks,..? I was gone. 12.05,

Tk’s in 1 hour 20 mins,I rounded

the corner and the double storeyed

mountain chalet swung into view....

(Will the wiley Rawmblers outwit the
pesky perishers?? Read more in
the next issue!:!,..Ed)
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ANSWERS TO PUZZLES: Q.1: A straight line. Q.2: Dick’s route!
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