PO Box 1063 - DURBAN 4000

JUNE - JULY 95
Telephona:
Title | Committee Membex

Home Work
Chairman Philip Gatenby 213592
Secretary Jean Bolstridge 258946 260-1600
Treasurar Margret Kirsten 211326
Temporary Day Hike Bill Hyslop 7016638 7018996
Organiser
Trails Organiser Colin Turner 815351
Social Activities Janet Marsh 7681823
Organiser g
Editor Jenny Hewitt B12478 260-2245
Weekend Organiser Nevil Walmsley 7052919 7018481

If not, please do soc without
mailing list and your will

You yill notice some chang
receiving your comments.
contribute to it in several - WR

MEMBERSHIP FEES FELL DUE IN JANUARY

Have you paid yours yet ?

This

and suggestions, GIVE feedback.

delay or else you name will be removed from the
not receive the next Magazine.

es to the format of the magazine - I would value
iz YOUR newsletter and your are invited to
ITE Trail/Hike Reports, SEND interesting info

The deadline for material for the next magazine is Wednesday 16 August.
HAPPY HIKING EVERYONE |

Jenny Hewitt, Editor

o



NB - CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Please send address changes to :

The Secretary, Durban Ramblers Hiking Club,
35 Bartle Road, Durban, 4001

BECOMMENDED TRANSPORT FEES FOR
BERG HIKES PER PERSON,

Southern Berg R35.00
Cantral Barg R40.00
Northemn Berg R40.00

FOR SALE R10.00 EACH
RAMBLERS Sun Hats

Contact: Bil Hyslop 7018986 W
HIRING OF EQUIPMENT FOR
MEMBERS

TENTS R7.50 p/day
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEES deposit RS0.00

Contact Gerald Hall 251089

The above prices include toll fees.

Country R18

Country Couples R20

{s:‘&?bl RI?“, b 105 ﬁ . R5.00 p/day
oldish R3.00 p/day
deposit RS0.00

Prospective members must engage in
THREE day hikes or one Berg Trip.

The Entrance Fee is R10 plus the annual
subscription.

SLEEPING MATS R1.00 p/day
deposit R10.00

STOVE
with fust RS5.00 p/w/end
deposit R20.00

Contact Philip Gatenby 213592
BY HALIB - 12 JULY
Venue : New Germany Sports Club Time : 7.30 pm

Members will racall Andrew Haliburton’s marvellous lectura on his Himalayan adventure. This time he

promises something equally exciting entitled "Wit Eis Adventure. Food and drink are available at the
Club if required. .

JUNE - JULY 95
HIKING PROGRAMME

Check starting place and times for individual hikes. Hikers, please make every effort to get to our
meeting places at least 10 minutes earlier so that fees can be collected and lifts aranged timeously.

NB: ONLY CORRECT MONEY WILL BE ACCEPTED. THE DAY HIKE
ORGANISER DOES NOT CARRY LOOSE CHANGE.

Day hikers - bring two litres of water, a hat, and a cup for lunch time tea

MEETIRG PLACES : DURBAN -~ Musgrave Park, Berea
PINETOWH - Union Main Centre Old Main Road,

ATURDAY HIKES

Your contacts for the Satuxday afternoon hikes are Philip 213592H or Gavin
2B4342H. Please note that some of them have a braai option.

D - means Dbn P - means Ptn

DATE VENUE DEPARTURE COST

TIME

3 June |N Germany -Braai option D 1.30 pm P|R5 + Reserve
1.30 fee

10 June |Kloof 3 D 1.30 pm P|R5,00
1.45 :

17 June |Roosfontein Nature Reserve D 1.30 pm P|RS5,00
1.30

24 June |Stainbank Nature Resergve D 1.30 pm P|R5 + Reserve

followed by a braai and night |1.30 fee
ride by the Natal Parks Board. | .

To book your seat on the night
ride, tel Stephanie Rogerson
214543. Maximum number of
people for the night ride is
10 and R20 is required by 10
June to sacure a place.

1 July |Paradise Valley D 1.30 pm P|R5 + Reserve
1.30 fee

8 July |Winston Park Moss 2 D 1.3 pm P|RS5,00
1.45

15 July |Springside Mature Reserva D 1.30 pm P|R5 + Reserve
1.45 foe




22 July |Umbilc Moss Trail D 1.45 pm P|R5,00
1.30
29 July |[Kleoof 1 D 1.30 pm P|R5,00
1.45
5 August |Winston Park Moss 1 D1.30 pm P|R5,00
: 1.45
12 Westville Trail D 1.30 pm P|R5,00
August 1.30
19 Palmiet-Braai option D 1.30 pm P |R5 + Reserve
August 1.30 fee
26 Kloof 2 D 1.30 pm P |R5,00
August 1.45
2 Sept |Nqutu Gorge D 1.30 pm P|R5,00
1.45
PROGRAMME OF SUNDAY, WEEKEND AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY HIKES
DATE HIKE LEADER [HBB‘I'IH: EVENT DESCRIPTICN
DETAILS
4 June |Mike 8.00 Dbn MPOSANE - one of our famous hikes
{Sun) |Morillion 8.30 Ptn with plenty of route-finding
Tel 7011758 W |Members R10 |challengee and a magnificent
Viaitors R12 |panoramic view from the top of the
mountain. Longish hike
10/11 |Bill Hyslop Accommodatic |MOUNT LEBANON ~ Join Bill in this
Jun - |7016638H n R12 beautiful area for magnificent
HWeeknd |7018996 W & Transport views from the top of Mount Lebanon.
Steve Nal Tel (R25 Also crane breeding location and
7017796 H watlands. Accommodation -
comfortably dormitory (hot and cold
water )
11 Tom de Waal 7.30 Dbn OSGODSBY FARM - hiked once before
June Tel 474766 H 8.00 Ptn only, we enjoyed the lush hills and
(Sun} Members R12 |valleys of this area in the Natal
Visitors R14 |Midlands. Short to medium hike
16-18 |Nevil Deposit R30 |DINGAANSTAD - spend the long weekend
June Warmsley walking from the farm ZISIZE in the
long Tel 7052919 Melmoth conservancy area, on which
wknd (H) is situated Dingaanstad and Piet

Retief’s grave - an area which
abounds with game and bird life (+-
200 bird species on the farm. Accom
- self catering chalets and
rondavels

18 Colin Turner 8.00 Dbn INANDA DAM AREA - further
June Tel 815351 H 8.30 Ptn exploration of this area. Bring your
{Sun) Mambers R7 camera - some very photogenic
Visitora R9 |(scenery ! Medium hike
24-25 |Ian Stewart GOATS CAVE (BUSHMAN’S NEK) -
June welcome back to one of our requlars,
Wkend |Contact Nevil who will take us to cne of his
Warmsley favourite caves with a spectacular
7052919 H sunrise. Going via Thomathu cave
and return by Lammergeir Cave
25 Bill Hyslop 8.0 Dbn 8.30 |CLIFTON CANYON - If the weather is
June Tal 7018996 W |Ptn warm, the bathing at Macintosh Falls
{Sun) Members R7 is beautiful. Medium hike
Viaitors R9Y
1/2 BLll Hyslop SHONGWENI TO FARAWAY FARM - a fairly
Jul for whole local trip, with the idea of an
Wkend |weekend. avaning in camp to make it a social
Tel 7018996 W as wall as a hike. Cars parked in
Gavin safe area on Sat, walk to Faraway
Thompson for Farm, tents etc transported by car.
transport of Sunday return on foot by way of the
tents Umbogentweni and Umlazi valleys to
T 284342 join our cars parked at Shongweni.
2 July |Sat am Bill 8.00 Dbn FARAWAY FARM - Join the weekend
{Sun) |Hyslop 8.30 Ptn party in camp at Faraway Farm. The
Sat pm Gavin Members R12 |troops going by car on Saturday
Thompeon Visitors R14 |afternoon to join the evening braai
284342 (Weekend will be organised by Gavin Thompson,
Sun : Reg hikers R8 who will also tranaport tents etc if
Blow and R10) you bring them to his house at 18
Tel 7001860. Seaforth Ave (near Tollgate Bridge).
8/9 Barry Busby HIDDEN VALLEY - exploration of
July T 849988 H Hidden Valley, overnighting at head
Wkend 722382 W of valley, return by Painters and
Langalabele caves.
9 July |Steve Hel 8.00 Dbn SHONGWENI HEIGHTS AND FALLS - onae of
(Sun) [Tel 7017796 H {B8.30 Ptn the best hikes in the region. It
Members R8 |explores the main features of the

.14

Visitors RI10

region at 3 different levels,
passing through private property
instead of through the usual resort
entrance. Fairly long




SOCIALS

As you can see, due to Janet's sterling efforts our "Social Calendar” is
growing. The “Buddy Holly Story* was a fantastic show, attended by a
group of 30 Ramblers. The first "Ladies Night" was a great success and
more are planned for June and July. The “Games avening" was also
enjoyed by all who attended. The programme is :

13 Tuesday June - Ladies Evening (posnlbly a Show and Dinner)
. Telephone Janet at 7681283
23 Friday June - Games evening at Gavin Thompson’s home.
s Telephone Gavin at 284342 (H)
11 Tueeday July - Ladies Evening (Janet will be overseas, so telephone
Jenny at 260-2245 (W) or B12478 (H)
21 Priday July - Games evening at Gavin's home

Tuesday 8 August - Gamee evening at Jnhat'; home

Janet would like to know who would be interested in attending the
following. Please give her a ring NOW a¢ that she can plan accordingly.

* Swan Lake Ballet, which will be on from 9 - 11 June
* Evita in early August 3

L] Sunset Proms on June 11, August é and August 20

WILD COAST HIKE : Due to difficulties in trying to establish whether the
trails along the Transkei Coast are viable at present from an availability of
accommodation as well as a safety point of view, we have decided to postpone
thia hike until a later date.

PRINCE ALBERT - HELL TRAIL ETC : Dick Billiet has informed us that this part
of the Cape hae a flower display qual to that of Namaqualand during the
latter part of September. A 3-day trail to Hell (camping) as wall as a 4/5
day trip on the Swartberg Trail (huts} is being considered, depending on the
interests of members to travel to that part of the Cape in September. wWill
persons who are interested, please telephone Colin Turner at B15353 or if not
available, Bill Hyslop at 7018996 (W) 7016638 (H). We would be away for
about 11 days and MOST hear from you by 30 June.

TRAIL. REPORT

BLINKWATER TRAIL - 8 ramblers from our club recently completed a 4-day hike
along the Blinkwater Hiking Trail near New Hanover in the Natal Midlands,
about 90 minutes drive from Durban. As this is a first for our club, a short
description of the trail may be of interest to members.

The trail started at Island Dam, which was wall sign-posted along the country
roads and tha brochure issued at the Wildlife Society Officer, where bookings
are made, was self-explanatory with a detailed map. The first day’s walk of
8.5 km to Douglas Smith Cottage, situated halfway up the Blinkwater, took us
past dams, through plantations, over grasslands and finally into indigenous

|

forests which opened out into an avenue of azalea bushes and plane trees at
the cottage. The carpet of leaves from the plane trees added autumn colour
to tha scene. The cottage is excellent with hot showers, indoor toilet, a
stove, fireplace, gaslight and bunkbeds with matresses. Be prepared, however,
to assist with the mechanical pumping of water to the tap tank t. Day 2 saw
us setting off for the 13 Jkm walk to Success Hut, a distance which took us 7
hours with stops. The route was again through forest and grassland before a
alog up a hillside to the top of the Blinkwater with its extensive views from
Albert Falle Dam to Greytown. There the path meanders along the grasslands
on the mountain top for some kms before entering plantations and then another
climb to greater heights. through more indigenous forests before we reached
Success Huta. These comprise 2 ovaldavels with toilets and cold showers, a
boma and ocutdoor sink and braai facilities. The huts overlook a canopy of
indigenous bush with magnificent specimens of Yellowwood trees. On the 3rd
day our destination was Mountain Falla, again 13 km away and we were able to
walk this distance in 6 hours with.the usual stops. A slippery underfoot
forest kept us on our toes (well, almost) while along the way we were
rewarded with murmering streams cascades and dams, the latter attracting one
of our party to take a dip. Mountain Falls Cottage (which is also an aentry
point) was the most luxurious with ‘electricity, wall-to-wall carpets, two
interleading bathrooms from the 4 bgdrooms and hot water baths, but only a

small cooking/dining area. ;

The final day of 15 km to our starting point took us back onto the top of the
Blinkwater and along its ridge. We bypassed the other overnight huts at
Iphasiwa, which are 3 small rondavels with no cooking facilities like the
others. The area, however, is good walking country with 2 lovely streams
close by for resting or swimming, and again, wonderful views from the ridge.
After circulating this section we ascended tha Blinkwater through a steep
stepped forest and then along the route of an old railway line which lead
onto the lower slopes where Island D{hn was reached at 3.00 pm.

The route is well marked and the detailed map supplied is informative and
well drawn with the various features. Occasionally a change in direction
route is not well positioned. Keys for 2 of the cottages have to be
collected and dropped off before returning. The trail is well watered with
clear atreams and dame and at no! time is there much walking through
plantations. It is definitely going tc be a regular on our calendar,
aspecially during the flowering season.

To my hiker companions who made it all so worthwhile, especially being my
first trail as a leader, I say a big "thank you". Colin Turner.



TRAILS
By Helen Frazer-Brown

Trails are not dust and pebbles on a hiil

Nor even grass and wild buds by a lake

Tralls are adventure and a hand to still

The restlass puise of life when men would break
Their minds with weight of thinking

Trails are PEACE

The call to dreams

The challenge to ascent

Trails are brisk enfoiding of release
From bitterness and discouragement

Trails are random writing on the wall

That tells how every man

Grown tired at heart of things correct and ordered
Comes to scrawl

His happy hour down -

then goes to start life over

with new sagerness and zest

Who builds a trail,
finds labour that is REST
(from the Border OQutdoor Adventure Association Newslatter)
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