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CHAIRMAN’S RAMBLINGS

Dear Fellow Ramblers

Here we enter our Third Quarter and the Third Wave too.

3" QUARTER: JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2021

Thanks to the hike leaders for being willing to lead hikes during these trying times. Hikes are definitely

good for stress relief.

Our club membership numbers are down (50 members), which is understandable with many not wanting
to hike during this period. Conversely there are almost as many that are wanting to join us as they seek
to break from their current routine and want to get out. Both Saturday and Sunday hikes will be

accepting visitors if the hike leaders allow, and if they have space.

Let's take advantage of the cooler weather and enjoy the hikes that we would not normally be able to do

at the height of summer.

Happy Rambling
Philip
Durban Ramblers Chair
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman Philip Collyer 082 417 0204 philipcollyer@gmail.com

Secretary Diana Patoir 083 468 6941 durbanramblers.publicity@gmail.com
Treasurer Ismail Vahed 083 786 6733 ismailvahed@mweb.co.za

Sunday Hike Organiser Ana Barbosa 082 496 2320 ABarbosa.DRHC@outlook.com
Saturday Hike Organiser Vacant

Weekend Organiser Jonathan Sampson 082 4209577 jmvsampson@gmail.com

Publicity Diana Patoir 083 468 6941 durbanramblers.publicity@gmail.com
Ordinary Member Rani Reddy 082 544 9267 reddyrani06@gmail.com

Ordinary Member Ann Olds 083 666 5630 annolds2 @gmail.com

Magazine Merle Mackenzie 082 454 0521 durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com
Social Events Organiser Vacant

Website Organiser Abdullah Dada 084 478 6779 dada@greenit.co.za

Honorary Auditor Rolf Klein 073 982 4976 rolf.klein@telkomsa.net

MEMBER NEWS

Final reminder to all Club Members who have not yet paid their 2021 Club Membership fees — Any fees
still outstanding as at 30 June 2021 will result in termination of membership. To rejoin, you will be
required to pay the Joining Fee of R50 as well as the R100 Membership subscription.

NEW MEMBERS:

Due to the Covid pandemic, hikes are generally limited to members only. However, visitors will now be
permitted to join Saturday and Sunday hikes. Please note that it is entirely at the discretion of leaders
whether to allow visitors to join a hike, which is also subject to limiting numbers in the group. Once
visitors have done their three hikes, they may apply for membership.

We are pleased to welcome the following new members:
Andrea Kretzmann, Bjorn McNamara, Jackie Oosthuizen, Nomfundo Phetha, Nomfundo Sipunzi, Liezel
de Kock, Bronwyn Heath & Devani Moodley. We wish you many happy years of rambling with the Club

IN MEMORIUM:

Sandra Pretorious

It was with shock and sadness that were learnt of
the tragic passing of Sandra, who was killed while
walking along Inanda Road.

Ann Olds shared the following memories:

Slim, blonde and always very feminine, Sandra
took up running and cycling with her husband
Derek. Sandra ran a few Comrades, and rode the
Two Oceans cycle event. She and Derek were
actually hijacked on Kassier Rd in Hillcrest, losing
their bikes and shoes! They joined Durban
Ramblers hiking Club in 2002 when they retired
from Johannesburg to Hillcrest.  Picture on the
right was taken at the Christmas party in 2007.

Lo
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Sandra made a warm, comfortable home for them both in Balmoral Estate, Hillcrest. They participated in
the Saturday afternoon hikes which have always been very sociable, often finishing off at a pub, club or
someone’s home for sundowners, braais and sometimes some dancing.

Picture on the left was taken during a weekend away at
Blythedale in 2004. With Derek and Sandra are Jeanette
McMahon(left) and Lois & Werner Vanslembrouck. Sandra
took over the ‘Week-end Away’ portfolio on the
committee in 2009, till end of 2011. We enjoyed many
memorable week ends at venues such as Mountain
Shadow, Eagle View, Mount Park, Lilani Hot Springs. Her
true Scottish blood was always evident in the good rates
she secured for week-end away participants. All was
arranged with excellent attention to detail.

When not travelling to our Game Reserves or flying overseas to see her sister in Aberdeen, Sandra was a
regular Saturday hiker. She quickly got chatting to new-comers, giving them a warm welcome. She was
good at keeping tabs on any doing more than 3 hikes and not applying for membership. No “pulling the
wool over the eyes” of this Scottish lady! Sandra participated less often in the last 3 years due to a
problematic knee. As she and Derek were passionate about dogs they became regular “dog walkers” at
Kloof SPCA. Even though not hiking much, Sandra was always interested in the Club activities, and hikers
she had known over the years. She and Derek would catch up with us all at Social events, braais and
AGMs. Sandra and Derek were a “fun” couple, never short of chatter, stories and jokes.

Our heartfelt condolences go to Derek at this sad time.

INFORMATION

MAGAZINE:

The magazine is distributed via email using durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com as a sending address. If
you know of anyone who has not received the magazine, please ask them to check their SPAM folder.
Note: If you have been receiving the magazine by post and now want the speedier email version in full
colour, advise the editor and send us your email address. This helps reduce the printing and posting
costs and possible delays with getting the magazine to you.

WEBSITE:

The website (www.durbanramblers.co.za) as well as the Durban Ramblers Hiking Club Facebook page
may be viewed for updated information regarding the club, hikes, etc.

Should you wish to contribute photos to the Facebook page please send your contributions to Diana, our
Publicity person. You may also ask Diana to remove photos you would rather not be there.

HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES

EMERGENCY CONTACTS:

While hiking and rambling is usually all good fun we should also be aware that sometimes something can
go amiss and we might find ourselves in a stressful situation. There is an emergency app you can
download to your mobile phone from www.mysos.co.za which will provide you with all the emergency
numbers in the area where you need it.
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PERSONAL EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

Please have your emergency contact number(s) under ICE (In Case of Emergency) in your cell phone
and on the new cards issued, or a label of some sort attached to your day pack.

Details should consist of your name, ID number, name of medical aid and membership number (your
medical aid card should be with you too) and the name/number(s) of someone to contact.

Emergency personnel will look for your ICE details.

Hospitals will not send an ambulance/paramedics if your medical aid details are not available.

Please carry these important details with you on each hike.

RAMBLERS CLUB PIETERMARITZBURG

v Eeraas
Centenary of
rambling adventure

oW1 e 2
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The Pmb Club celebrate their Centenary this year by way of
a high tea held at the Fernhill Hotel. Coleen Seath and Merle
Mackenzie were happy to attend the function as
representatives of the Durban Ramblers. The Pmb Club was
started by the Baptist Church in 1921, and became Ramblers
Club Pietermaritzburg in February 1925. The W.itness
published an interesting article on the history of the Club. It
was so interesting looking through all their memorabilia
collected over the last century of hiking. After the tea,
members gathered for a group photo.

L =
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HIKE DONATIONS:

On some of the hikes, hikers are asked for donations and in some cases the club makes donations on
behalf of the members. Here is a breakdown of donations made in the first & second quarters of 2021,

as well as in the last quarter of 2020 not previously reported:

PUB Hikers | Hikers | Hikers
Date DRHC HOL (Wed) (Sat) (Sun) | Hike
22 Nov 2020 200 Ml.Jstang Mountain
(Hill n Dale Conservancy)

28 Feb 2021 360 Toti Trek (Toti Cycling Club)
14 Mar 2021 180 Giba Conservancy
3 April 2021 260 Alverston Wildlife
4 April 2021 320 Everton Conservancy
7 April 2021 290 Everton Conservancy
10 April 2021 160 Westville Eco Trail
9 May 2021 300 Monteseel (Drummond)
29 May 450 Morewood Farm Trails
Total 290 870 1360

HIKE REPORTS (a limited selection from the second quarter)

Sunday 11 April
Lovely Sunday Hike led by Anne Wilson commencing with a short walk on the beach & rocks and then

into and through Umdoni Park Nature Reserve. Being a hot day the hikers really welcomed the cool of

the forest, ending their walk with a drink at Botha House.
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Wednesday 5 May

Eleven ramblers set off on a most beautiful May day. The sea and
surf were at their best. Merle set off at a comfortable pace along
the promenade which
was fairly busy with
joggers and walkers.
The aroma of coffee at
the surfers club was
rather inviting, but no
stopping for us hardy
souls. At the entrance
to the coastal forest we walked along the impressive new
board walk coming out onto the sandy forest path. The tide
was in and the river full. Stepping down to the beach, we
looked in amazement at the changed shape of the Lagoon.
The river has breached lower down than usual and the sand has been scoured out resulting in high banks.
On our return walk we took photographs on the iconic pier, walked around the famous lighthouse back
to the car park. And so it was picnic time and happy chat.

Report by Coleen

Sunday 16 May - Valley of 1000 Hills (Wootton Ave, Bothas Hill). Leader Stella Wells
18 hikers enjoyed this fairly strenuous hike down into the valley, along the river, scramble up to a dirt
road, back down to the valley and back up again.

Sunday 23 May

John van Zyl took a group of 14 hikers
on a circular ramble, mixing street and
bush walking in Danville Park and other
green areas with wonderful views of the
sea.
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Wednesday 19 May

On a sparkling morning washed clean by recent rain and down the river gurgling strongly, 15 of us set off
into Glba Gorge from the St Helier side, led by Jenny Rooks. Jenny said she was surprised at the numbers

unexpectedly,
we veered off

to the right,
up and then
down the

strenuous but
spectacular
path towards Mackintosh Waterfall. From below the
rumble of the N3 receded as we climbed and then
grew as we dropped down and turned left under the
viaduct. We headed for "Gibaland”, nestled in the
heart of Giba Gorge connected by a network of

because we were just walking down for coffee and then back. We
set off under the almost cold canopy of forest trees reaching for
the sun and to the sound of bird song - relaxed and carefree. Then,

A0 b

mountain biking, hiking and horse trails making it as eventful as |t is beautlful " There there is a "I|ttIe

there.
Report by James & Phillipa.

village of 5 luxury teepees for glamping at its best," and there
is Cafe Umfula for our Coffee on the go! How enjoyable was
that. From there was the uphill, different walk back, not quite
as gentle as Jenny had said! (for me anyway) We were
reminded of the mountain biking when suddenly 4 young
women dropped out of the bush in front us, from one of those
frightening, steep, downhill rides. And then our special picnic
time together. Thank you Jenny! Thank you all who were

Sunday 30 May — Peacevale Meander. Hike Leader Jon Stevens

RAMBLERS SOCIAL EVENTS

WEEKENDS AWAY - Jonathan Sampson :

Weekend at Umdoni Nature Reserve from 27-29 August is already fully booked.
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HIKING PROGRAMMIES:

For hiking during Covid restrictions, we are guided by the regulations. As a Club we will be limiting the numbers
depending on the hike and the willingness of the hike leader of between 10 and 20 people. Every week members
will be able to book with the hike leader for a hike; the booking cut off time will be the day before. The
regulations require wearing of masks for public places, except with vigorous exercise. We interpret this as: when
we meet we will need to have masks; during the hike, provided we keep social distancing and it is strenuous, we
can forgo the mask. The mask needs to be available when we pass other hikers and for close interaction.

WEDNESDAY MORNING HIKES: Organised by Coleen Seath.
Please check details of the Wednesday Hikes with Colin Turner on 031 708 3517 or Coleen Seath on 031 202 2279

/ 082 735 7659 (who will co-ordinate with leaders.) Information about the Wednesday hikes is posted on our
Facebook page a few days before.

SATURDAY HIKES (AFTERNOON): Organised for this quarter by Ann Olds.

e Should you wish to participate in any of the hikes, please phone the leader by no later than Friday evening
to book your spot.

e Please make sure you have a mask which should be worn in terms of the guidelines set out above under
the heading Hiking Programmes. No mask — no hike!

e Please get to starting point by 13.45 or 13.15 on occasion (please check schedule below) in order for the
hike to begin on time. The leader also needs to record your presence as a record needs to be kept of
participants in case of anyone on the hike subsequently reports being Covid positive.

e For directions to the starting point, please PHONE the organiser between 12.00 and 12:.45 on the day of
the hike, don’t SMS, or ask for directions when booking.

e Children are welcome but check suitability of the hike with the leader.

e Please bring at least 1 litre of water each, a snack for half time and a hat.

SUNDAY HIKES (FULL DAY): Organised by Ana Barbosa.

e Please be aware that a certain level of fitness is required to do Sunday hikes. If you don't exercise regularly,
or aren't an experienced walker please complete three Ramblers’ Saturday afternoon hikes before joining
the longer Sunday hikes.

e Please make sure you have a mask which should be worn in terms of the guidelines set out above under
the heading Hiking Programmes. No mask — no hike!

e Always phone the hike leader the day before at the latest, to confirm details and let him/her know to
expect you on the hike. Be mindful that the leader is also preparing for the hike on the Sunday morning.

e Please note that the meeting point and/or time in the programme might change, or the hike route might
change, or it might be raining and the hike cancelled therefore you must phone the leader or you might
find yourself left out and left behind.

e Please try to get to the meeting places at least 10 minutes earlier to help with arranging lifts. The leader
also needs to record your presence as a record needs to be kept of participants in case of anyone on the
hike subsequently reports being Covid positive.

e Bring the correct amount of money as change may not be available.

e |t is advisable to bring at least 2 litres of water, mid-morning snack, lunch and a hat. It is recommended
that hikers carry their own water

e Keep Rehidrat in your pack in case of dehydration in the hot months.

e Use tick spray.

Hikes are described as being Easy, Moderate or Strenuous and are graded from 1 to 5, as follows:

1. Aflat even walk

A hike without big and steep inclines

A hike with some steep inclines - Fitness recommended

A hike with steep inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness essential

A hike with many inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness very essential

vk wnN
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SATURDAY AND SUNDAY HIKING PROGRAMME 3™ QUARTER 2021 (Check FB for changes)
NB - IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT INDIVIDUALS HIKE AT ENTIRELY THEIR OWN RISK. THE CLUB, ITS
OFFICERS, HIKE LEADERS AND MEMBERS CANNOT BE HELD LIABLE FOR ANY INJURY/LOSS SUSTAINED

BY PARTICIPANTS IN CLUB ACTIVITIES

DATE

DESCRIPTION OF HIKE

LEADER

GRADE

Sat 3 Jul

Giba - St Hillier Circuit from NU Driving Range.

Sally Moon

Meet at NU Driving Range, Hillcrest: left off M13, Exit 31
(opposite Plantations Estate), at 13.45. Park away from entrance
(for golfers), donation R20.00 per car. Hike over grassland down
to St Hillier Rd and Giba Conservancy. Hear the stream bubbling
and enjoy some forest trail before the grassy ascent up a
headland towards the N3. Climb up to the top for views of
Maclntosh Falls and to the west. Some refreshment available at
NU Range after hike.

078 460 4250

Mod. 3, 8+km

Sun 4 Jul

Baynesfield Estate (Richmond/ Thornville Junction)

Jon Stevens

Rescheduled from last quarter. Enjoy hiking on this beautiful
estate. Donation R20. Bring own drinks for after the hike. Meet
07:30 Union Main, Pinetown or 08:20 entrance to Baynesfield to
start hiking 08:30. From Durban N3 exit 61 toward Richmond
Umbumbulu then P338 to destination. Petrol sharing R60.
Booking by WhatsApp.

082 459 1522

Grade 3-4;
16-18km

Sat 10 Jul

Phezulu Safari Park, Old Main Rd, Botha’s Hill.

Sue McMahon

Meet in parking area of Phezulu Safari Park, Old Main Rd, Botha’s
Hill, by 13.30. Entrance R50.00 pp. We will be guided through
this unique reserve, nestled on slopes of The Valley of 1000 Hills.
Game viewing, hilly terrain and a long, steep hill back to car park.

079 980 0488

Mod. 3, 8 km

Sun 11 Jul

Umgeni Valley Nature Reserve (Howick) - recce

Philip Collyer

New hike! Chance to see plenty of game game and bird life
where the uMngeni River passes through beautiful mist-belt,
grasslands, riverine bush and indigenous forests. Several trail
variations. Wessa Entrance fee R35pp. Meet 08:30 at Umgeni
Valley NR, 1 Karkloof Rd, Howick (N3 exit 103). Book by
WhatsApp.

082 417 0204

Grade 2-3;
12-15km

Sat 17 Jul

Everton Conservancy, from Everton Park, Kloof.

Ann Olds

Everton Rd Exit from M13, down Everton Rd, right at fork into
Pearson Rd, continue left into Forest View Rd, downhill, across a
stream and immediately right into Everton Park. Meet by 13.45.
R20.00 donation to Everton Conservancy. Hike circular route,
along cliff above Longshadow Gorge, down to river, a few river
crossings, steep uphill and ladder to cliff path. BYO for
sundowners in Everton park afterwards.

083 666 5630

Mod. 3, 7 km.
Vertigo
caution.

Sun 18 Jul

Rocky Bay (Park Rynie)

Anne Wilson

This hike is an adaptation of a few routes. Walk the lovely coastal
forest trails of Rocky Bay, passing streams, the causeway, the
dam and wetlands where a variety of bird life can be seen.
Beautiful sea views on the walk back. Drinks afterwards at the
restaurant at Rocky Bay. Entrance fee R30. Meet 08:00 at Rocky
Bay Cycle Trails car park, Old Main Rd, Park Rynie (N2 exit 104).
Booking by WhatsApp essential.

079 850 0206

Grade 2;
+15km

Magazine 3" Quarter 2021

Page No -9 -




Sat 24 Jul

Summerveld Jockey Club Meander

Jon Stevens

Exit 33 from M13, left into Kassier Rd, continue towards Farmers’
Market, first right (Macintosh Dr), to Summerveld Jockey
Academy. Cont. about 2 % km, pass dams on right, under bridge,
pass Club house to fields on left. Park adjacent to Dog Training
grounds. Meet 13.45. A real country trail through horse country,
cane fields, possible stream crossings. BYO for sundowners.

082 459 1522

Easy-mod.
Long-ish
8+km.

Sun 25 Jul

Palmiet Nature Reserve (Westville)

Linda Smith

A walk through to the top of this beautiful reserve with
spectacular cliffs, a meandering river, indigenous bush and
grassland. Due to the various river crossings involved, this hike
can only be done during low rain season and a hiking pole is
highly recommended. Optional drinks/lunch afterwards at Waxy
O’Connors. R30 donation to reserve. Meet 08:00 at the Palmiet
NR (off Old New Germany Rd, Westville). Booking by WhatsApp.

083 353 8319

Grade 3
Strenuous;
+9km

Sat 31 Jul

Springside Nature Reserve, Hillcrest.

Steve Verreynne

Meet at 13.15 (early start as reserve closes 4.pm). Hike at 13.30.
Donation R20.00 pp. Hike includes a circuit of the Nature Reserve
(an historic water supply point for early rail transport), and
hiking through grassland south of the reserve.

083 956 1556

Grade 2+
Easy-Mod.
7+ km

Sun 1 Aug

Rotunda / Winterskloof Ramble (Hilton) - recce

Anna Kapp

New hike! Walk through lovely plantations with beautiful vistas
of mountains in the distance and also along residential areas. A
few ups and downs and back through plantations to Rotunda
Farm Stall where we could have refreshments afterwards. Bring
sufficient hydration and snacks. Meet 08:00 at the Rotunda Farm
Stall, Cedara Road, Hilton (N3 exit 96 Cedara; at the 3-way stop
turn left and turn into Rotunda Farm Stall parking area). There
could be a car guard. Booking by WhatsApp.

071427 7139

Grade 3;
+18km

Sat 7 Aug

Fig Tree Trails, Hillcrest

Ann Olds

Fig Tree Farm off Inanda Rd, Hillcrest, opposite Kirtlington Estate.
Park on the left by 13.45. R20.00 pp. Trail begins opposite
parking on right of road. Meandering walk along trails over fields
and through some forested areas, bounded by Cotswold Estate.
A tract of land surviving encroaching development - formerly a
vast area of cane farming and horse grazing pastures.
Refreshment in coffee shop /restaurant afterwards.

083 666 5630

Grade 2, Easy,
8.7 km

Sun 8 Aug

Salimba Farm (near Richmond)

Jon Stevens

Hike on a game farm with wonderful views overlooking the
Umkomaas River valley. Meet 07:30 at Union Main Centre. 45
Old Main Rd, Pinetown or 07:45 Maytime Centre (20 Charles
Way), Gillitts for ride shares or to drive in convoy to the
farm. Petrol sharing R60. Booking by WhatsApp

082 459 1522

Grade 3;
+18km

Sat 14

Infinite Adventure Park, Wootton Rd, Botha’s Hill

Abdullah Dada

From Old Main Rd, Botha’s Hill, turn into Wootton Rd to Cheff
School, pass school, continue downhill, dirt road, Infinite
Adventure Park (Paint ball) on left. Park at lower gate (4). R20.00
pp. Hike down to dam, up steep grassy hill near Phezulu, along
“park run” tracks. Beautiful view of Valley on 1000 Hills.

084 478 6779

Grade 4
Strenuous
8+ km.
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Sun 15 Aug

Old Baldy (iSithumba) — Green Corridor

Abdullah Dada

Scenic hike through Isithumba village, along the Umgeni River
followed by a steep climb up Old Baldy (400m alt) to some
spectacular views of the valley. The path is steep and in one
section scrambling is required. Hike is best done during the
cooler conditions of winter and maybe even aloes in bloom. A
Green Corridor initiative. R50 members; R75 non-members
towards the guide fees. Meet 08:15 iSithumba Adventure Park
(15030 D1004 Rd, Ximba). Option for ride-share, contact hike
leader. Booking by WhatsApp.

084 478 6779

Grade 4
Strenuous
Vertigo;
+10km

Sat 21 Aug

Shongweni Park Run to dams.

Philip Collyer

Exit 33 from M13, left, and first right, then immediately left into
Shongweni Club. Allow time for sanitising and protocols at gate.
Park to right of main parking by 13.45. Hike on Park Runs trails,
under N3, through cane fields to dams. Drinks afterwards at
Shongweni Club.

082 417 0204

Grade 2-3
Easy, Long
10km

Sun 22 Aug

Bisley Nature Reserve, Pmb (recce)

Roland Smith

A new hike! Bisley NR is situated on the dry south-western side
of Pmb. This patch of typically dry thorn-veld was saved from
urban creep and has a large variety of habitats (grasslands,
thickets, open and closed woodland) that host a wide array of
bushveld birds and mammals, including giraffe, zebra and
wildebeest. Disused Bisley shooting structures are still there.
Make sure to bring a hat, sunblock, tick spray and enough water
as the area is quite hot and the route mostly exposed. Early
lunch/brunch at the bird hide. Meet 08:00 at the entrance to
Intaba Ridge Eco Estate, Bisley Rd (N3 exit 74). Booking by
WhatsApp.

066 111 1488

Grade 2 Easy;
12- 14km
(4-5 hours)

Sat 28 Aug

Crestholme Conservancy.

Jenny Rooks

Meet at Crestholme Pony Club, Crestholme Dr at 13.45. R20,00
donation to Conservancy. Take Inanda Rd, pass Watercrest mall,
pass Crinkley Bottom in dip on left. Up hill, first left into
Crestholme and Rainbow Dr. First right into Crestholme Dr, down
hill, pass Chestnut Dr on left, Pony Club on right. Walk in
delightfull Conservancy and along country roads. Views of Inanda
Dam. BYO refreshment for afterwards.

084 952 0622

Grade 2-3
Easy, Long
10km

Sun 29 Aug

Eston

Margie Forbes

Drive in convoy to a farm near Tala game reserve for a hike over
rolling hills of indigenous bush, grasslands and cane. Donation
R20. Meet at 07:45 at the Camperdown off-ramp (N3 exit 57).
Booking by WhatsApp.

073 437 6915

Grade 2-3;
+17km

Sat 4 Sep

Umdloti-Umhlanga beach walk.

Abdullah Dada

Follow Umdloti sign from Freeway or North Coast Rd towards
ocean. At turning circle parking on left, (beach side) opposite
Cafe Java/Bush Tavern. Relaxing hike along beach towards
Umbhlanga, crossing the estuary if not too deep, and return. Slip
slops and barefeet are not advised. Choice for drinks after the
hike.

084 478 6779

Grade 2, Easy
10km
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Sun 5 Sep

Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve (Umzinto)

Stella Wells

Reserve offers a wide variety of habitats: extensive grasslands,
scarp forests, rivers, wetlands, cliff faces, dams, sea views and
opportunity to see game. A trail variation could be involved.
Entrance +R40. The turn-off for the reserve is approximately
12.5km from the N2 (exit 104 Park Rynie/Umzinto turnoff) and
the entrance gate is a further 6km. Meet 08:30 at the reserve
office/reception (past the main gate). Booking by WhatsApp.

078 319 8979

Grade 2-3;
+15km

Sat 11 Sep

Roosfontein Nature Reserve, Westville.

Ismail Vahed

Park at entrance to Westville Prison, off Spine Rd, at 13.45 to
start hike at 14.00. A good hike over grasslands, with views of
the Umbilo River, and Queensburgh.

083 786 6733

Grade 3, Mod.
7+km

Sun 12 Sep

Holla Trails (Collisheen Estates) Umhlali

Jon Stevens

A tranquil walk over rolling hills of grassland, cane and coastal
forest, inland from Ballito. Entry fee R30. Meet 08:00 at Sibaya
Casino (left side near entrance to go in convoy to Holla Trails
(Collisheen, R102, Umhlali) to start hiking at 08:30. Booking by
WhatsApp.

082 459 1522

Grade 2-3
Mod; £15km

Sat 18 Sep

Mt Moreland Meander.

Jon Stevens

From N2, Exit 190 (Verulam), left at T-junction (away from coast),
right at sign to Mt Moreland. Meet at Mt Moreland Village Green
/Barn Swallow View Site at 13.15. Note early time. Hike on
tracks through cane lands, towards King Shaka Airport, and Mt
Moreland Village. BYO to enjoy on the Village Green

082 459 1522

Grade 3
Easy/Mod
8+km

Sun 19 Sep

Beachwood Mangroves, Japanese Gardens Circular

Jonathan S.

Walk through the Beachwood Mangrove Reserve (a preserved
natural estuarine ecosystem on the Umgeni river mouth) and
along the beach heading North. Donation R40pp towards the
Reserve. Meet for a prompt start at 08:00 at the Pick ‘n Pay
Hyper, Durban North (southern parking lot). Booking by
WhatsApp.

082 4209577

Grade 2;
+12km

Sat 25 Sep

Winston Park, Jan Smuts to Cliff top.

Ann Olds

Meet in vicinity of Gillitts Post Office, behind Caltex Garage,
Clifton Rd, Gillitts, by 13.45. Hike through tree-lined Jan Smuts
Ave. To grassy area overlooking Giba Gorge and N2., views to the
west. Then along cliff top above part of Giba Conservancy, and
return. Drinks at pub in Gillitts centre.

083 666 5630

Grade 2, Easy
7km

Sun 26 Sep

Wynnifreds Café/ Ngomankulu (recce)

Jenny Rooks

A stunning new hike! From Wynnifreds Café (Tala Valley Rd) to
Ngomankulu. On a clear day, views are all the way to the Berg.
Previously done in reverse. Distance from Pinetown +52km.
Further details to be provided at a later stage.

084 952 0622

Grade 2-3;
+14km
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