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CHAIRMAN’S RAMBLINGS 
 
Dear Fellow Ramblers 
 
Great to be back hiking again with the recent shut between 28th of June and 26 July 2021!  Thanks to the 
hike organisers, Ann, Coleen and Ana, who quickly stepped in to close and re-open the 
programs.  Gratitude to our hike leaders for being flexible to stop and start with the hiking program 
again!  Merle and Di have swiftly changed information for members by e-mail and social media. 
 
We also had our first official weekend away, Jonathan was glad to have been able to plan and host at 
least one this year. 
 
Next year we will be celebrating our 90th year, please consider what you would like to do.  I am looking 
for a 90th year celebration organiser - as Ramblers our focus is on hiking and celebrations! 
 
Due to the uncertainty of a possible fourth wave and the current high rates of infection, we will not be 
getting everyone together at a year end function but rather celebrating in our different hiking groups. 
 
Happy Hiking and Year End Festivities 
 
Philip 
Durban Ramblers Chair 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Chairman Philip Collyer 082 417 0204 philipcollyer@gmail.com 
Secretary Diana Patoir 083 468 6941 durbanramblers.publicity@gmail.com  
Treasurer Ismail Vahed 083 786 6733 ismailvahed@mweb.co.za 
Sunday Hike Organiser Ana Barbosa 082 496 2320 ABarbosa.DRHC@outlook.com  
Saturday Hike Organiser Vacant   
Weekend Organiser Jonathan Sampson 082 420 9577 jmvsampson@gmail.com 
Publicity Diana Patoir 083 468 6941 durbanramblers.publicity@gmail.com  
Ordinary Member Rani Reddy 082 544 9267 reddyrani06@gmail.com 
Ordinary Member Ann Olds 083 666 5630 annolds2@gmail.com 
Magazine Merle Mackenzie 082 454 0521 durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com 
Social Events Organiser Vacant   
Website Organiser Abdullah Dada 084 478 6779 dada@greenit.co.za 
Honorary Auditor Rolf Klein 073 982 4976 rolf.klein@telkomsa.net  

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
Whilst we are all happy to be back hiking again, and are immensely grateful to all those leaders who are 
willing to guide us on our various outings, behind the scenes your Committee is attending to the business 
of the Club.  Unfortunately, a number of the above Committee Members, for various reasons, will not be 
available for re-election next year.  In addition, two portfolios remain vacant as no-one was willing to 
offer their services. 
 
So we are giving members Advance Notice so that some thought can be given to who will be willing to 
put their hands up at the AGM early next year to take over the following portfolios: 

Treasurer – Ismail will have completed his 3 years 
Sunday Hike Organiser – Ana will have completed her 3 years in this portfolio 
Saturday Hike Organiser – currently vacant 
Secretary & Publicity – Diana kindly took on both these portfolios this year, but will be leaving for 
overseas next year, so we are looking for 2 people to replace her 
Social Events Organiser – currently vacant. 

 
Rest assured that no-one will be thrown in the deep end, and proper hand-overs would be given to all 
those who are willing to take over from the above.  Please give this matter some serious thought. 
 

MEMBER NEWS 
NEW MEMBERS: 
 
Due to the Covid pandemic, hikes are generally limited to members only.  However, visitors will now be 
permitted to join Saturday and Sunday hikes.  Please note that it is entirely at the discretion of leaders 
whether to allow visitors to join a hike, which is also subject to limiting numbers in the group.  Once 
visitors have done their three hikes, they may apply for membership.   
 
We are pleased to welcome the following new members: 
Asha Naidoo, Kubendri Govender, Peter McElwee, Harold and Alica Ngalawa, Tracey Cook, Fernanda 
Akiyama, Richard Smout, Kevishinee Perumaul, Dr Ayo Olowolagba, Ntshadi Olowolagba and Curt Buis.  
We wish you many happy years of rambling with the Club. 
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PASSING: 
It is with sadness that we learnt of the death of Dave Hawkins' wife 
Gail, (seen on the right with Dave) who died in the early hours of the 
morning on 17 September 2021. Gail had been ill for some time but 
was once a keen member of Ramblers and a good walker, having 
joined Ramblers in October 2011.  Dave still enjoys getting out on our 
hikes.  Our thoughts are with Dave and his family at this time. 
 
FAREWELL: 
As some of you may know, Christine Horley has decided to leave our 

sunny shores and settle in the UK.  She has spent her whole life in 
Africa, firstly in Kenya where she met Ron, her husband, and latterly in 
Durban. Much of her time has been spent hiking, either in the 
Drakensberg, with Ron and friends, or more lately on our Sunday hike 
outings. Christine left Durban on the 21st of August and headed to 
Cape Town, where she will say farewell to her daughter Amanda and 
grand daughter Taylyn and also spend time seeing the beautiful cape 
flowers. As yet her date to fly to the U.K has not been confirmed but 
her plan is to settle in Eastbourne, Sussex, where she has a married 
sister. Another daughter, Sarah, and grandson live not far away. 
 Christine, we wish you well in your new life and trust there will be 
many adventures ahead of you.  It is always sad to say farewell to 
friends but I am sure we will not lose touch. 
 Take care. From all at Durban Ramblers. 

 
INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE: 
The magazine is distributed via email using durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com as a sending address.  If 
you know of anyone who has not received the magazine, please ask them to check their SPAM folder.  
Note: If you have been receiving the magazine by post and now want the speedier email version in full 
colour, advise the editor and send us your email address.  This helps reduce the printing and posting 
costs and possible delays with getting the magazine to you. 
 
HIKE DONATIONS: 
On some of the hikes, hikers are asked for donations and in some cases the club makes donations on 
behalf of the members.  Here is a breakdown of donations made in the second & third quarters of 2021: 

Date DRHC 
PUB 
HOL 

Hikers 
(Wed) 

Hikers 
(Sat) 

Hikers 
(Sun) Hike  

12 June    420  Palmiet Nature Reserve 
13 June     600 Westville Conservancy 
27 June     660 Giba Gorge Environmental Precinct 
31 July    400  Springside Nature Reserve 
7 August    400  Fig Trees Farm Trails 

15 August   300   Morewood 
8 September   120   Honey Trails 
Total   420 R1220 R1260 Total R2900 
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WEBSITE: 
The website (www.durbanramblers.co.za) as well as the Durban Ramblers Hiking Club Facebook page 
may be viewed for updated information regarding the club, hikes, etc.  Should you wish to contribute 
photos to the Facebook page please send your contributions to Diana, our Publicity person.  You may 
also ask Diana to remove photos you would rather not be there. 
Archives:  Some time ago it was decided to create an archive on the web to store all the history of the 
Club which was formed way back in 1932.  It is fortunate for us that this was done as a lot of the actual 
material which had been collected over the years was destroyed when the container in which it was 
stored was burnt during the July riots.  So all the memorabilia and old magazines are no more.  We are 
therefore grateful to Philip Collyer for pushing ahead with this project and to Abdullah Dada for all his 
input and for keeping the webside up to date. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS: While hiking and rambling is usually all good fun we should also be aware 
that sometimes something can go amiss and we might find ourselves in a stressful situation.  There is an 
emergency app you can download to your mobile phone from www.mysos.co.za which will provide you 
with all the emergency numbers in the area where you need it. 
 
PERSONAL EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 
Please have your emergency contact number(s) under ICE (In Case of Emergency) in your cell phone 
and on the new cards issued, or a label of some sort attached to your day pack. 
Details should consist of your name, ID number, name of medical aid and membership number (your 
medical aid card should be with you too) and the name/number(s) of someone to contact. 
Emergency personnel will look for your ICE details. 
Hospitals will not send an ambulance/paramedics if your medical aid details are not available. 
Please carry these important details with you on each hike. 
 
HIKE REPORTS (a limited selection from the third quarter) 
How grateful we all were when our President relaxed some of the lockdown restrictions and we were 
able to have limited social gatherings again.   
 
Sunday 1 August 2021 - Rotunda/Winterskloof Ramble (Hilton) 
A happy group of hikers, delighted to be back to Sunday hikes! 
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Wednesday 28 July 2021 
One thing "Lockdown" does, is make getting together even more 
special.  12 ramblers plus our leader Steve enjoyed a different take 
on the Umdloti Conservancy walk. 
 

Steve did the hike in reverse, 
and it does give a different 
perspective on the trail 
especially the uphill at the start!!!  
 
It was an absolutely perfect 
winter day and as we emerged 
onto the beach, the colours of 
sand, sea and sky were 
breathtakingly beautiful. 
 

Lunch at Java's was a jolly affair and the delicious food is to be 
recommended. 
 
Thank you Steve, another memorable Wednesday. 
Report by Coleen Seath 
 
Wednesday 4 August 2021 
A New Hike 
Jenny arranged this very different hike with a Green 
Corridor initiative. 10 ramblers met at Watercrest Mall and 
travelled in convoy down into the Molweni Valley. The drive 
down was in itself an adventure. The Molweni Trail is a joint 
initiative of Kloof Conservancy, the Green Corridor, 1000 
Hills Tourism and Philangethemba Impact. Once we reached 
our safe parking we were greeted by our kind hostesses who 
had coffee and muffins ready for us. Most of us opted to 
await this repast until we returned from our guided hike. 
 

The distance 
we covered was only about 7 km, but the lack of mileage 
more than made up for the tricky paths. After a lengthy 
toil up the hill we were compensated by the panoramic 
view of the valley. The paths were very dry and steps had 
been cut into the hillside making our journey easier. 
During our tea break on the rocks below Soras pools Colin 
reminisced about times when he and Bill Hyslop followed 
some of the paths. 
On our return to Philangethemba Impact we enjoyed the 
refreshments provided at a very reasonable cost. 
Another memorable day, thank you Jenny. 

Report by Coleen Seath 
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Sunday 15 August : Old Baldy – Green Corridor 
Hike group of 13 led by Abdullah Dada 
and Amimi of Green Corridor. Amimi 
brought along tour guides in training 
which numbered as many as our 
Ramblers hike group. Abdullah had a 
concern about the rain the previous few 
days and had an alternative hike in mind 
if the rain had continued on Sunday. 
Fortunately, the weather played nicely 
and despite the concerns of a slippery Old 
Baldy, it was found that with caution the 
one or two slippery sections were easily 

overcome. Going down the back of Old Badly on the usually slippery gravel paths, was slow going. Amimi 
suggested a route which worked out really well.  

We as the Ramblers were very 
pleased to have been 
accompanied by all the people 
Amini brought along that want to 
become involved in this type of 
fitness and tourism activities in 
rural communities. Thank you 
Abdullah for persevering despite 
the iffy weather forecast, leading 
one of the toughest hikes on our 

fixtures list. Old Badly is not too far away for us Durbanites and 
always delivers adventure. (See lots more photos by Abdullah and Amimi on Facebook) 
 
Saturday 11 September – Roosfontein (Herbie’s Hike) 
After greetings, welcome, signing of indemnity forms 
and introduction of hikers - 10 members 4 visitors and I 
proceeded to what was once a farm in Westville called 
- ‘Roosfontein’. This gem of a Reserve is now managed 
by eThekwini Municipality. 
The first stop was the viewpoint witnessing the 
beautiful Umbilo River meandering down stream 
towards the ocean. Hikers enjoyed taking pictures of 
the scenic river or selfies of themselves with the river 

in the background. We then moved downwards towards the 
cool, refreshing water of the Umbilo. Being right in the front 
I halted to allow a black mamba to snake into the bush, 
lucklily it moved in the opposite direction.  
Biff pointed out the clump of pineapple plantation and so 
did Rose of the pretty flowers, especially that of the richly 
coloured Watsonia and the Erythrina lysistemon tree. The 
lively hiker’s chit-chatted and de-stressed alonged the route. 
Birds like the Purple Crested Turaco, Crowned Eagle, White- 
Browed Robin called as we walked up and down on the 
designated path. 
It was a hot day and there were frequent water breaks. 
What will a summer day be like, I wonder! After an energetic 
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climb we reached the vantage-point for a short break. One was able to see the Business Offices Park, 
Westville Hospital, Pavilion Shopping Centre, Chesterville, Malvern, Stella, Sarnia and Westville (Dawn 
Cliff). A hiker remarked that its was difficult to believe that a nature reserve was very close to Durban 
Central Business District. We then hiked back to the cars parked at Westville Prison. What an enjoyable 
hike which was appreciated by all. 
I then recounted that fateful day (which I shared with hikers) of our dear Herbie’s last hike. 
Report by Ismail Vahed 
 
WEEKEND AWAY AT UMDONI – Report back: 
The very first official Rambler’s weekend away since the start of Covid! And what a very eventful weekend it 
was, although not quite in the way that organiser Jonathan Sampson had intended. August 28 saw six of us 
gather at Trust Cottage on the Umdoni Golf Estate. Because of Covid, numbers had intentionally been kept 
low for the old 3-bedroomed forester’s house.  It had been a sweltering hot day with a blistering `Berg wind 
and the cool of the house in the midst of thick indigenous forest was very welcome.  Until we woke up the 
next morning! From 30degC on the Friday, temperatures plummeted to `9 degC – feels like 7deg’ on the 
Saturday! And it had been steadily raining since about 3am. We didn’t even have to stick our noses out the 
door to decide that this was not a day for hiking.  
 
Caretaker Molly had prepared a very tasty mutton curry for us the previous night and now came in to clean 
up the kitchen, so we went off to the golf club for a cup of very bad coffee. Turns out they only have an 
instant coffee machine. But it was an outing and probably 
the only one we’d have all day if the rain didn’t let 
up.  Back at the house, we wrapped up in blankets and 
settled down to read our books and Kindles. And then-  ZAP! 
A flash of lightning and the power went off! Just as we 
were thinking about warm soups for lunch … 
 
Well, the day got colder and darker. We began reading on 
social media about snow in the Karkloof … and then at 
Alverstone and Hillcrest. Friends send photos of snowmen. 
Molly came round and showed us where the gas stove was 
and Phillip promptly rustled up a pot of home-made 
vegetable soup. Much more welcome than afternoon tea. 
The rain even stopped and the group went out for a short, 
soggy walk while it was still light enough to see in the 
forest. 
 
The power was still off as we braaied by the light of torches. In typical Rambler fashion, it was an evening of 
laughter and fun, a few glasses of wine and marshmallows toasted over the fire.  The power remained off the 
next day, but it was warm and sunny and the sea sparkled as Phillip led us on a walk through the beautiful 
forest and down into the gorge. Such a glorious day – difficult to imagine how cold and grey it had been just 
24 hours previously. 
 
We finished off a very enjoyable weekend with an excellent lunch at the golf club (although the coffee was 
still execrable.) This is definitely a venue worth looking at again, especially once fears over Covid have abated. 
The annexe to the main house sleeps another 8x people in two rooms, and the house is so well equipped it 
makes self-catering a doddle.  
Well done Jonathan, on organising your first weekend away, and many thanks Phillip, for the soup and 
leading the hike. 
Report by Jill Dunstone 
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RAMBLERS SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

WEEKENDS AWAY – Jonathan Sampson : 
The weekend planned for Cumberland over New Year is fully booked. 
 
HIKING PROGRAMMES: 
For hiking during Covid restrictions, we are guided by the regulations.  As a Club we will be limiting the numbers 
depending on the hike and the willingness of the hike leader of between 10 and 20 people.  Every week members 
will be able to book with the hike leader for a hike; the booking cut off time will be the day before.  The 
regulations require wearing of masks for public places, except with vigorous exercise.  We interpret this as:  when 
we meet we will need to have masks; during the hike, provided we keep social distancing and it is strenuous, we 
can forgo the mask.  The mask needs to be available when we pass other hikers and for close interaction. 
 
WEDNESDAY MORNING HIKES: Organised by Coleen Seath. 
Please check details of the Wednesday Hikes with Colin Turner on 031 708 3517 or Coleen Seath on 031 202 2279 
/ 082 735 7659 (who will co-ordinate with leaders.)   
 
SATURDAY HIKES (AFTERNOON): Organised for this quarter by Ann Olds. 

 Should you wish to participate in any of the hikes, please phone the leader by no later than Friday evening 
to book your spot. 

 Please make sure you have a mask which should be worn in terms of the guidelines set out above under 
the heading Hiking Programmes.  No mask – no hike!     

 Please get to starting point by 13.45 or 13.15 on occasion (please check schedule below) in order for the 
hike to begin on time.  The leader also needs to record your presence as a record needs to be kept of 
participants in case of anyone on the hike subsequently reports being Covid positive. 

 For directions to the starting point, please PHONE the organiser between 12.00 and 12:.45 on the day of 
the hike, don’t SMS, or ask for directions when booking. 

 Children are welcome but check suitability of the hike with the leader. 
 Please bring at least 1 litre of water each, a snack for half time and a hat.   

 
SUNDAY HIKES (FULL DAY): Organised by Ana Barbosa. 

 Please be aware that a certain level of fitness is required to do Sunday hikes. If you don't exercise regularly, 
or aren't an experienced walker please complete three Ramblers’ Saturday afternoon hikes before joining 
the longer Sunday hikes. 

 Please make sure you have a mask which should be worn in terms of the guidelines set out above under 
the heading Hiking Programmes.   No mask – no hike! 

 Always phone the hike leader the day before at the latest, to confirm details and let him/her know to 
expect you on the hike.  Be mindful that the leader is also preparing for the hike on the Sunday morning. 

 Please note that the meeting point and/or time in the programme might change, or the hike route might 
change, or it might be raining and the hike cancelled therefore you must phone the leader or you might 
find yourself left out and left behind. 

 Please try to get to the meeting places at least 10 minutes earlier to help with arranging lifts.  The leader 
also needs to record your presence as a record needs to be kept of participants in case of anyone on the 
hike subsequently reports being Covid positive. 

 Bring the correct amount of money as change may not be available. 
 It is advisable to bring at least 2 litres of water, mid-morning snack, lunch and a hat.  It is recommended 

that hikers carry their own water 
 Keep Rehidrat in your pack in case of dehydration in the hot months. 
 Use tick spray. 
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Hikes are described as being Easy, Moderate or Strenuous and are graded from 1 to 5, as follows: 
1. A flat even walk 
2. A hike without big and steep inclines 
3. A hike with some steep inclines  - Fitness recommended 
4. A hike with steep inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness essential 
5. A hike with many inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness very essential 

 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY HIKING PROGRAMME 3rd QUARTER 2021 
(Check Facebook for changes) 
NB – IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT INDIVIDUALS HIKE AT ENTIRELY THEIR OWN RISK.  THE CLUB, ITS 
OFFICERS, HIKE LEADERS AND MEMBERS CANNOT BE HELD LIABLE FOR ANY INJURY/LOSS SUSTAINED 
BY PARTICIPANTS IN CLUB ACTIVITIES 
 
DATE DESCRIPTION OF HIKE LEADER GRADE 
Sat 2 Oct Pigeon Valley and Glenwood. Tina Regnard  
 Park and meet across the road from Stella Sports Club (175 Helen 

Joseph Rd) by 13.45. Street walking to Pigeon Valley Nature 
Reserve. Explore this indigenous gem in suburbia, bristling with 
birdlife. Return via Phansi Museum. A couple of steep hills. Drinks 
at a nearby pub afterwards. Car guards to be tipped, please. 

083 289 6276 Grade 2, Easy 
/ mod. 7km 

Sun 3 Oct Wynnifreds Café/ Ngomankulu (recce) Jenny Rooks  
World Habitat 
Day 

 

A stunning new hike described as quite varied! From Wynnifreds 
Café (Tala Valley Rd) to Ngomankulu. On a clear day, views are all 
the way to the Berg. Previously done in reverse. Although a recce 
has already been conducted, Jenny is still working on adding a bit 
of distance so it’s a hike in progress. Refreshments afterwards at 
the restaurant that also serves lovely food. Entrance fee R20. 
Distance from Pinetown ±47km. Meet 07:30 Maytime Centre 20 
Charles Way, Kloof to drive in convoy (R40pp ride share) or meet 
08:15 at Wynnifreds Café, Ingomankulu Road, Tala Valley (N3 exit 
57 (Camperdown) for R603 Umbumbulu). Booking by WhatsApp 

084 952 0622 Grade 3 

Sat 9 Oct Kloof area: Everton Conservancy from Everton Park Ann Olds  
 Everton Rd Exit from M13, down Everton Rd, right at fork into 

Pearson Rd, continue, left into Forest View Rd, downhill, across a 
stream and immediately right into Everton Park. Meet at 13.45. 
R20.00 donation to Conservancy. Hike circular route along cliff 
above Longshadow Gorge, down to river, a few river crossings, 
steep uphill and ladder to cliff path. BYO for sundowners in  
Everton Park afterwards. 

083 666 5630 Grade 3, Mod.  
7km Vertigo 
caution 

Sun 10 Oct Mzinyathi Falls (Inanda) – Green Corridors Philip Collyer  
 This is a lovely walk with stunning views over the dam up to the 

Falls, which plunges 100m down a beautiful sandstone 
amphitheatre into the forested gorge. Going down to the bottom 
of the falls, a circular route is followed back out of the gorge. A 
Green Corridors initiative. Guide fees: members R30 non-members 
R50. Meet 08.00 at Mozambik restaurant parking area (9 Inanda 
Rd, Hillcrest) to drive in convoy alternatively meet 08:45 at Durban 
Green Corridor’s eNanda Adventure Park (directions available from 
their website). Ride share R30pp. Booking by WhatsApp 

082 417 0204 Grade 3, Mod/ 
Strenuous 
Vertigo; 
±12km 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Magazine 4th Quarter 2021       Page No  - 10 - 

 
 
Sat 16 Oct Monteseel Conservancy Circuit Linda Smith  
 From Old Main Rd through Botha’s Hill, pass Drummond, turn right 

at Monteseel sign, and first left to Hacienda Pub for parking, by 
13.30. R20.00 for Conservancy. Hike on roads and paths along cliffs 
overlooking Valley of 1000 Hills. Could be hot so bring plenty of 
water and a hat. Refreshment at Hacienda afterwards. 

083 353 8319 Grade 2, Easy  
6+km 

Sun 17 Oct Krantzkloof (Makulu Loop) – recce Peter McElwee  
 A new leader! The Makulu Loop starts at the Kloof Falls picnic site 

to the Nkonka Crack, along the Forest Trail down to 10 Feet 
Crossing (splash rock) up the steep Pumula Trail to Uve and Beacon 
Trails then back to picnic site along the Molweni Trail. The Makulu 
Loop is being recced and Peter may still decide on a different loop 
or a variation of it. Fitness, appropriate hiking gear and sufficient 
hydration essential. Entrance R50 or Valid Rhino Card. As parking is 
quite limited at KKNR, hikers are requested to ride share. Meet 
07:15 at 12 Payne Str, Pinetown or 07:30 at KKNR Falls picnic site 
(152 Kloof Falls Rd) to start hiking at 07:45. Booking by WhatsApp. 

078 611 0752 Grade 4-5 
Difficult; 12km 
(6-7 hours) 

Sat 23 Oct NU-Driving Range, St Hillier into Giba Gorge Sally Moon  
 Meet at NU Driving Range, Hillcrest: left off M13, Exit 31 (opposite 

Plantations Estate), at 13.45. Park away from entrance (for 
golfers), donation R20.00 per car. Hike over grassland down to St 
Hillier Rd, and Giba Conservancy. Hear the stream bubbling and 
enjoy some forest trail before the grassy ascent up a headland 
towards N3. Climb up to the top for views of MacIntosh Falls and 
to the west. Some refreshment available at NU Range after the 
hike. 

078 460 4250 Grade 3, Mod. 
8+km 

Sun 24 Oct Hammarsdale Falls (recce) Jon Stevens  
Tsogo Sun 
Amashova 
Durban 
Classic 

A new route to the marvelous Hammarsdale Falls! Tranquil rural 
areas, some river crossings and a hill or two to climb. Lovely views. 
The approach will be from the direction of Stonehaven Castle/ 
Killarney 4x4. To join Jon on this recce, meet 08:30 at N3 exit 32 
(Hillcrest/Assagay/Shongweni). Due to the Amashova, avoid 
Kassier Rd and M13 at Shongweni. We will drive in convoy along 
Mr551 to hike starting point. Further details will be made available 
closer to the time. Booking by WhatsApp 

082 459 1522 Grade 3 Mod; 
±14km 

Sat 30 Oct Stainbank Nature Reserve (early hike) Steve Verreynne  
 Coedmore Rd, Yellowwood Park Note Time! Get to gate 11.00, hike 

at 11.30 to finish by 14.30, as Reserve closes at 15.00. R50.00 p.p. 
or Wild Card/Rhino Card. Hike through pleasant grassland, bush, a 
few river crossings, grazing game. 

083 956 1556 Grade 3, Mod.  
8km 

Sun 31 Oct Gromor (Inchanga) Jonathan S.  
 A moderate hike across Gromor land through the old railway nursery, 

across the railway bridge and back to Inchanga, where we can enjoy 
the flea market and, hopefully, see the old steam train. Meet 07:30 
Inchanga Station (1 Station Rd). Booking by WhatsApp. 

082 420 9577 Grade 2 Mod; 
±15km 
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Sat 6 Nov Kloof – Nkonka Trust and Tanglewood Jenny Rooks  
 Trails in 2 Conservancies: Park at Nkonka Trust. Maytime Centre 

from M13, to end of Haygarth Rd. Drive down to parking area by 
13.30. R40.00 donation. Walk to Tanglewood for talk at animal 
sanctuary, trail through indigenous bush to waterfall. Snack under 
trees. Steep ascent out of Tanglewood, return to Nkonka for 
grassland trail and sundowners at view site. 

084 952 0622 Grade 3 Mod. 
Long, Vertigo 
caution. 9 km. 

Sun 7 Nov Honey Trails (Monteseel) Abdullah Dada  
 Hike through a privately owned nature reserve on Honey Hill.  

Honey Trails was developed to allow for the general public to enjoy 
this incredibly beautiful natural area. Expansive views, meandering 
paths through grasslands and forests down into the valley and back 
up some quite steep hills. Entrance ±R20. Meet 08:00 at Honey 
Trails (off Old Main Rd, Inchanga/ Drummond - opposite Irene St, 
Monteseel). Booking by Whatsapp 

084 478 6779 Grade 3; 
±15km 

Sat 13 Nov Summerveld Jockey Academy Jon Stevens  
 Exit 33 from M13, left into Kassier Rd, continue towards Farmers’ 

Market, first right (Macintosh Dr) to Summerveld Jockey Academy. 
Continue about 2 1/2km, pass dams on right, under bridge, pass 
Club house, to fields on left. Park adjacent to Dog Training 
grounds. Meet 13.45. A real country trail through horse country, 
cane fields, possible stream crossing. BYO for sundowners under 
trees. 

082 459 1522 Easy/mod. 
Longish. 
8+km 

Sun 14 Nov Mustang Mountain (Hammarsdale) Jenny Rooks  
 Walk around the Hill n Dale Estate (previously Bartlett Estate) and 

Mustang Mountain. Donation R20 to Hill n Dale Conservancy. Meet 
08:30 at Hammarsdale Road/ D657 intersection towards the Estate 
from where we will drive in convoy to start hike at 09:00 (from N3 
take exit 43 to the left towards Hammarsdale (Mr385 Rd), first 
main turnoff to the right is D657 Rd). Booking by WhatsApp 

084 952 0622 Grade 3; 
±15km 

Sat 20 Nov Gillitts Railway to Ashley Dr. Grasslands Ann Olds  
 Park and meet at Gillitts Centre behind Caltex Garage, Clifton Rd. 

Gillitts, 13.45. Some suburban walking to pedestrian bridge across 
M13, head west along Railway bike trail to Ashley Dr. Trails 
through the grassland, and snack break at the stream. Return along 
Rail trail to Gillitts Centre. Drinks at Hay Ways. 

083 666 5630 Grade 2 Easy  
7+km 

Sun 21 Nov Renishaw (recce) Anne Wilson  
 Coastal forest and cane – various route options (tree top, mine 

shaft and mamba alley to be decided on day). Meet to start hike at 
07:30 at lower car park on Mill Road, Renishaw, in front of pottery 
factory and next to the yacht. If unsure please contact Anne for 
directions. Booking by WhatsApp. 

079 850 0206 Grade 2-3; 
±14km 

Sat 27 Nov Umhlanga Promenade & Lagoon Philip Collyer  
 Park at Durban View Park parking lot (Marine Dr and Durban View 

Rd) by 13.45. Hike along prestigious Umhlanga Promenade and 
new walkway through indigenous dune forest. Burst out onto 
beach to Lagoon. Return mostly along the beach to car park. Drinks 
afterwards, enjoying the sea breeze 

082 417 0204 Grade 1 Easy, 
8km. 
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Sun 28 Nov Umzinto Farm Jon/ Sharon  
 Hike on a farm in the Umzinto area. Lovely views. BYO for 

drinks and a braai at the farm house after the hike. Meet 
08:00 at the Park Rynie off ramp (N2 exit 104) to ride in convoy 
to the farm. Booking by WhatsApp 

082 459 1522/ 
083 775 4826 

Grade 2-3; 
±15km 

Sat 4 Dec Alverstone Wildlife Park  Steve Verreynne  
 MEMBERS ONLY.  Exit 33 from M13, right into Kassier Rd, left at 

robot opposite Hillcrest Hospital (Busamed) into Alverstone Rd 
(D435). Entry R20.00. Meet at 13.45. Hike over grassland, and 
through riverine forest, up and down some narrow paths, past a 
waterfall/trickle. BYO drinks and Braai to enjoy some Christmas 
cheer. Gates close at 19.00 

083 956 1556 Grade 3 Mod. 
7 km 

Sun 5 Dec KZN Table Mountain (easier route) Roland Smith  
 Hike to the top of the KZN/ PMB Table Mountain to enjoy some of 

the escarpment and magnificent views of the Valley of a 1 000 
Hills, the Midlands in the far distance, the Msunduzi and Umgeni 
Rivers as well as the Nagle Dam. Car guard R20. Guide: R30 
members, R50 non-members. Meet 07:00 BP Ridge Oasis in Cato 
Ridge to drive in convoy to Maqongqo via N3 exit 65 (Lynnfield 
Park Pmb). Booking by WhatsApp 

066 111 1488 Grade 3-4; 
±10-14km 

Sat 11 Dec New Germany Nature Reserve Linda Smith  
 Off Otto Volek Dr., New Germany. Park and meet in Nature 

Reserve outside offices, by 13.30. (Early closing). Donation R20.00. 
Hike over undulating grasslands, and some indigenous bush, see 
hide overlooking dam. 

083 353 8319 Grade 2 Easy, 
+6 km 

Sun 12 Dec Sunday hike and social braai Jon/ Sharon  
 MEMBERS ONLY. Short hike followed by the annual Sunday hikers’ 

social braai. Details to be sent out closer to the time 
082 459 1522/ 
083 775 4826 

 

Sat 18 Dec Crestholme Conservancy Jenny Rooks  
 Meet at Crestholme Pony Club, Crestholme Dr at 13.45. R20.00 

donation to Conservancy. Take Inanda Rd, pass Watercrest Mall, 
pass Crinkley Bottom in dip on left. Up hill, first left into 
Crestholme and Rainbow Dr. First right into Crestholme Dr, down 
hill, pass Chestnut Dr on left, Pony Club on right. Walk in delightful 
Conservancy and along country roads. Views of Inanda Dam. BYO 
refreshment for afterwards. 

084 952 0622 Grade 2–3, 
long, 10 km. 

Sun 19 Dec Ballito to Salt Rock Abdullah Dada  
 Beach hike from Ballito to Salt Rock with rocky outcrops (some 

difficult sections), lovely rock pools teeming with marine life 
and soft corals, tidal pools for a quick dip (bring costumes). 
Return same route or through coastal suburbs. Optional lunch/ 
drinks afterwards. [Full Moon tides High 03:45; Low 09:44]. 
Meet 08:00 Tedder Way, Ballito. Book by WhatsApp 

084 478 6779 Grade 2-3; 
±13km 

Sat 25 Dec Christmas Day   
    
Sun 26 Dec Public Holiday: Day of Goodwill   
 No hike scheduled   
 


