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CHAIRMAN’S RAMBLINGS 
 

Dear Fellow Ramblers 

 

What a quarter with floods both in April and May, many of you will be wondering what has happened to 

many of our hikes.  Gil, Rani and Biff have been doing sterling jobs of rearranging hikes for the last and 

this quarter as many of the conservancies are now inaccessible.  Jonathan had to postpone the weekend 

away too!  Not that this is show business, but the hikes have gone on.  Booking for hikes continues and it 

looks as though this will be one of the good things we can take from covid. 

 

Thanks to Biff and her team for the work so far for the 90th Celebration on the 23rd July, book now if 

you haven't already. 

 

Happy hiking! 

 

Philip 

Chair 

  

 

 

90
th 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

 
As per the invitations which have been sent out, this will be a luncheon held at the Tsogo Sun 

Conference Centre in the grounds of the Riverside Hotel in Durban North, on 23
rd

 July 2022, with a 

fabulous menu catering for vegans and carnivores. Honorary Life Members and Hike Leaders are invited 

as the guests of Durban Ramblers. Other members pay R230pp. Cash Bar for all.  It is a great opportunity 

to reconnect and have some fun and good memories.  There are still some places available, so if you 

haven’t booked yet, please consider coming and email biffmaggs101@gmail.com.  Jon has created a 

wonderful slide show for us which we plan to have running in the background on a TV at the function.   
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Chairman Philip Collyer 082 417 0204 philipcollyer@gmail.com 

Secretary Lisa La Commare 082 659 0519 durbanramblers.publicity@gmail.com 

Treasurer Biff Maggs 083 786 6733 biffmaggs101@gmail.com 

Sunday Hike Organiser Rani Reddy 082 544 9267 reddyrani06@gmail.com 

Saturday Hike Organiser Gil Krauspe 083 759 9199 gilkrauspe@yahoo.com 

Weekend Organiser Jonathan Sampson 082 420 9577 jmvsampson@gmail.com 

Publicity Ana Barbosa 083 468 6941 durbanramblers.publicity@gmail.com  

Magazine Merle Mackenzie 082 454 0521 durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com 

Social Events Organiser Biff Maggs 083 786 6733 biffmaggs101@gmail.com 

Website Organiser Abdullah Dada 084 478 6779 dada@greenit.co.za 

Ordinary Member Vacant   

Honorary Auditor Rolf Klein 073 982 4976 rolf.klein@telkomsa.net  

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

NEW MEMBERS: 

 

At the discretion of hike leaders, visitors are permitted to join Saturday and Sunday hikes, subject to 

limiting numbers in the group.  Once visitors have done their three hikes, they may apply for 

membership.   

 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members: 

Ruxshana Vaheed, Mahomed Imraan, Irene Rupp, Ray & Mala Padayachi, Mthobisi Ndlovu, Pat 

Grimbeek, Lorraine Retief, Stuart Dyguid, Linda Mzimela, John Moore, Nomalanga Goba, Pamela Tyler, 

Ebrahim Nana, Firoza Nana, Christopher Corrin, Sharmila Naicker, Jacqui Randall, Edwin Randall, Prea 

Naick and Melissa Atkinson. 

 

We wish you many happy years of rambling with the Club. 

 

CONDOLENCES 
Honorary Member Gloria McConnell who joined Ramblers in March 1968, passed away on 16 April 2022.  

Condolences to family and friends. 

Ex-member Janet Elliott joined Ramblers in February 2011, and served as Club Secretary from 2013 to 

2015, but moved to Florida USA last year.  Janet sadly passed away on 25 May 2022.  Condolences to her 

husband Viv, family and friends. 

 

INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE: 
The magazine is distributed via email using durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com as a sending address.  If 

you know of anyone who has not received the magazine, please ask them to check their SPAM folder.  

Note: If you have been receiving the magazine by post and now want the speedier email version in full 

colour, advise the editor and send us your email address.  This helps reduce the printing and posting 

costs and possible delays with getting the magazine to you. 
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HIKE DONATIONS: 
On some of the hikes, hikers are asked for donations and in some cases the club makes donations on 

behalf of the members.  Here is a breakdown of donations made in the first & second quarters in 2022: 

Date DRHC 

PUB 

HOL 

Hikers 

(Wed) 

Hikers 

(Sat) 

Hikers 

(Sun) Hike  

2 April 2022    440  Iphithi Nature Reserve 

27 April 2022   140   Kloof Project 

1 May 2022     220 Monteseel 

14 May 2022    380  Springside 

       

       

       

Total       

 

WEBSITE: 
The website (www.durbanramblers.co.za) as well as the Durban Ramblers Hiking Club Facebook page 

may be viewed for updated information regarding the club, hikes, etc.  Should you wish to contribute 

photos to the Facebook page please send your contributions to Ana, our Publicity person.  You may also 

ask Ana to remove photos you would rather not be there.  The website also includes an archive 

containing lots of history of the Club which was formed way back in 1932 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS:  
While hiking and rambling is usually all good fun we should also be aware that sometimes something can 

go amiss and we might find ourselves in a stressful situation.  There is an emergency app you can 

download to your mobile phone from www.mysos.co.za which will provide you with all the emergency 

numbers in the area where you need it. 

 

PERSONAL EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 
Please have your emergency contact number(s) under ICE (In Case of Emergency) in your cell phone 

and on the new cards issued, or a label of some sort attached to your day pack.  Details should consist 

of your name, ID number, name of medical aid and membership number (your medical aid card should 

be with you too) and the name/number(s) of someone to contact.  Emergency personnel will look for 

your ICE details.  Hospitals will not send an ambulance/paramedics if your medical aid details are not 

available.  Please carry these important details with you on each hike. 
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HIKE REPORTS (a limited selection from recent hikes) 
 
 
Wednesday 20 April 2022 - Virginia 

 

Mud, glorious mud! On a beautiful morning eleven ramblers set off with Jon, our leader, to walk through Virginia 

Bush and Redhill cemetery. After the dreadful floods in KZN, the lower part of Virginia Bush was fine, sandy but no 

damage, the main reserve seemed little damaged and we came out of the top gate and made our way to the 

cemetery. As always cemeteries are interesting places and we enjoyed reading inscriptions on headstones. The 

grass was very overgrown and some graves were totally obscured. 

Interestingly the Jewish section is beautifully maintained; does that say 

something about how the rest of us, Christian's, Hindu"s and other faiths 

respect our dead? 

 

On our return Jon took a different route through the reserve. This proved 

to be a bit of an obstacle course - teetering bridges, huge wash-aways 

making massive dongas or mini canyons. We all bravely forged our way 

forward, our intrepid leader assisting his flock over banks that had 

collapsed, trees that had fallen and then --- what looked like a muddy area 

was in reality a sea of soft oozing mud! Jon got a quarter way over and 

suddenly sank to his knees in mud. The rest of us tried to find firmer 

ground but no such luck. Soon Mary was past her knees in sinking sucking 

mud. Courageously the rest of us struggled on eventually reaching dry and 

firm ground. 

 

A hike to remember. Our boots are testimony to our endeavours, as can 

be seen from the photo of Mary. 

 

Thanks Jon we won't forget this hike, good for memories and a laugh. Report & photo by Coleen Seath 

 

Wednesday 27 April 2022 – Kloof to Hillcrest 
 

On a clear autumn day a group of ramblers followed Jenny from the front of Stokers arms to the path 

alongside the railway line. We progressed with much 

chattering as Jenny picked up a brisk pace. We were passed 

by quite a few cyclists also out enjoying the lovely clear 

morning, and the well maintained path thanks to the 

conservancy workers. Sadly the famous steam train line had 

not escaped the devastating deluge of rain just after Easter 

weekend, large falls of earth rock and debris covered the 

line in a couple of places. We dodged the earth moving 

vehicle and continued on toward Hillcrest. 

 

Jenny led us off the track at Emberton Meadows and guided 

us up Ashley drive and through the plantation of towering 

Blue Gums on the left and into a beautifully manicured 

suburbia. Coming out onto the railway line again, we headed 

down to Kloof and the station. A really wonderful walk Jenny, 

thank you. 12km. 
Report & photo by Coleen Seath  
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Sunday 24 April 2022 – Hillcrest to Bothas Hill Rail Trail 

 

Although the hike had been planned to coincide with the Umgeni 

Steam Engine’s end of month train ride to Inchanga, unfortunately 

this was not to be as it was unable to operate due to all the damage 

to the tracks by the recent storm and flooding. 

 

22 of us set off promptly from the old Hillcrest Station at 8.00 am 

following the path adjacent to the railway line. There were also 

several cyclists using the path and we encountered many friendly 

local residents in the Valley who use the railway as a means of getting 

to Hillcrest. We were even overtaken by a man who was taking his 2 

Pitbulls for a brisk walk along the track. The cycle track ends at a path 

to Mkhize Road (which comes out opposite the Fainting Goat centre 

at the top of the hill) and from there on until the Bothas Hill Station, it 

is basically walking along the tracks. The views from this section are wonderful and one can see as far as 

Inanda Dam. Also interesting to see that there was not a huge amount of damage to the houses down in 

the Valley. 

Our tea stop was at the Bothas Hill Station, which 

was once voted as the best kept Station, but so sad 

to see further deterioration to it. From the Station 

we walked along farming roads, seeing some terrible 

devastation caused by flooding. We got back to 

Hillcrest Station by just after 12 noon and ended our 

morning with beers and burgers at the station pub, 

Sam’s Social House. Total distance – 15 kms. 

Hike report by Jenny Rooks, photos by Harry 

Holderness 

 

Saturday 30 April 2022 – Pot & Kettle, Bothas Hill.  

Hike led by Alan Blundell 

16 hikers set off on a varied hike from Pot and Kettle, Botha's Hill. Hike was partly on the road then along 

a railway line before reaching some beautiful wooded areas. Half time snack enjoyed at a dam 

surrounded by trees before heading off back uphill again. Lots of laughter and camaraderie along the 

way - we welcomed a few visitors who we hope to see again on our next hike. Thanks Alan for a 

wonderful hike. 

 

Hike report & photos by Gil Krauspe 
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Saturday 14 May 2022 – Springside Conservancy.  

 

What better way to spend an overcast, cool Saturday afternoon than meandering through nature. Ismail 

led 18 hikers through many loops and twists of the Springside Conservancy, stopping periodically to learn 

something new about the flora and fauna in the reserve – thank you Ismail and to all the members of the 

Conservancy who have been working tirelessly to repair the damages from the recent floods. 

Hike report & photos by Gil Krauspe 

 

Wednesday 18 May 2022 – Parks of Glenwood 

Nine ramblers met, on time, with Philip in the secure parking at Stella Sports Club and set off through 

Bulwer Park and then uphill to Meyrick Park, behind St Augustine’s Hospital. We all coped well with the 

hills, in spite of the heat, as we went at a steady rather than a cracking pace. We then went down past 

Philip’s house and were informed about all the plants in his wonderful road-island garden. Philip 

encouraged us to taste various edible leaves and berries, and Sarie, 

with memories from her childhood, proved to be well acquainted with 

some of the plants which many of us had previously considered to be 

weeds. The garden is an impressive feature of the road. After that up 

to Mazisi Kunene Rd (South Ridge Rd) with a break under a magnificent 

stair-climbing strangler fig. Then along and down to Pigeon Valley for a 

tea break before working our way round the reserve noting the 

indigenous and endemic trees.  We saw the enormous damage caused 

by the recent floods to the 

drainage system which had 

been put in place to carry 

water safely through the 

reserve but which was 

patently insufficient for the 

amount of water. Then a 

fairly short walk back with only one minor uphill section 

before settling at the tables at the Club restaurant and 

relaxing together over lunch and drinks. The hike was a little 

over 8 km and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Thank you Philip. 

Hike Report & photos Phillipa Wyllie 
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 Sunday 22 May 2022 - Hilton - Rotanda/Winterskloof Ramble  

After most of the hikers cancelled due to rainy conditions, Denis and I 

we arrived at Rotunda farmstall and when I looked at all the cancelled 

WhatsApp messages on my cell phone, I was about to cancel the hike 

and head back to Amanzimtoti.  As I contacted Abdullah, Cheryl and 

Jonathan, they were already around the corner. Wow!!! What a relief. 

There we were six happy hikers who started off on a wet and muddy 

path. It was beautiful cool walking weather. Through the plantations 

there were some challenges with man-made log crossings but we 

managed.  Some paths were non - existent so I took a longer stretch 

to get out of 

the forest back 

to where I 

knew my way. 

Abdullah came 

to my rescue and we just headed down to the dam and 

wallah!!! The group was very enthusiastic and great 

company. As Denis was not feeling well, (being diabetic) I 

took a shorter route. We had an earlier lunch break with 

great views due to no plantation to spoil the vistas. All in all 

– a great morning!! We finished at about 12:40 and walked 

14km (instead of 18km) 

Hike report by Anna Kapp.  Photos courtesy Cheryl Macdonald & Renilla Ramshar (visitor) 

 

Report on the Weekend Away at Baynesfield : 10 -12 June 2022 

14 of us went away on a lovely weekend at 

Baynesfield.   Getting there during the day was 

easy, those of us who dared venture there at night 

had our own safari, cutting through sugar cane fields 

in a 4x4 thankfully.  Cold it was, but fires a plenty 

from Friday night.  Braai time we had 3 fires on 

Saturday and one inside.  Two fires to braai on and 

one in a fire pit to keep us warm through the 

night.   The setting is placed on a beautiful dam, with 

enough Egyptian Geese to keep the light sleepers 

awake.  The water was fresh from the dam and 

drinkable.  The boat rides were fun!  The hikes were in 

and around the dam. Saturday’s hike encompassed 

the sugar cane fields, 

forests and hills 

around.  The group split 

into three, one group 

ending at 12 pm, the 

next at 1 pm and the 

next at 2 pm.  Some 

saw reed buck and bush 

buck with plenty of 

duiker droppings to 

prove they were 

around.  At night we 

thought we heard 

Jackal in the distance.    

Report by Philip Collyer; Photos by Philip and Jonathan Sampson 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Magazine 3rd Quarter 2022       Page No - 8 - 

 

For more reports on Hikes and lots of photos log onto Rambler’s Facebook page. 

 

RAMBLERS SOCIAL EVENTS 

 

WEEKENDS AWAY – Jonathan Sampson : 

Ramblers will be doing a weekend away on the 23 to 25 September (2 nights), staying in the Stables at 

Shaws Wood (Shawswood provides self catering accommodation options at reasonable prices). 

Accommodation: 

6 X Double Rooms (3 Rooms with Double Beds; 3 Rooms with Single Beds) 

Communal Ablutions; Kitchen/Dining Area 

Bedding supplied, please bring your own bath towels 

R375 p.n. – 1 person only; R300 pppn sharing 

Less R35 pppn if you prefer to bring your own bedding 

Backpacker Section – 9 Rooms (7 Rooms with 3 Bunkbeds each, 2 Rooms both with 4 Bunkbeds)  

Own bedding, pillows &amp; bath towels required 

R300 p.n. – 1 person only; 

R240 pppn sharing - 2 people per room 

R180 pppn sharing – 3 or more people per room 

Camping R140 pppn 

Please book with Jonathan asap - 082 420 9577 or jmvsampson@gmail.com.  

 

New Year Weekend at Cumberland : Thursday 29 December – Sunday 1 January 

As per e-mail sent out. 

 

HIKING PROGRAMMES: 

Every week members will be able to book with the hike leader for a hike; the booking cut off time will be the day 

before.   

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING HIKES: Organised by Coleen Seath. 
Please check details of the Wednesday Hikes with Colin Turner on 031 708 3517 or Coleen Seath on 031 202 2279 

/ 082 735 7659 (who will co-ordinate with leaders.)   

 

SATURDAY HIKES (AFTERNOON): Organised by Gil Krauspe. 
 Should you wish to participate in any of the hikes, please phone the leader by no later than Friday evening 

to book your spot. 

 Please get to starting point by 13.45 or 13.15 on occasion (please check schedule below) in order for the 

hike to begin on time.   

 For directions to the starting point, please PHONE the organiser between 12.00 and 12:.45 on the day of 

the hike, don’t SMS, or ask for directions when booking. 

 Children are welcome but check suitability of the hike with the leader. 

 Please bring at least 1 litre of water each, a snack for half time and a hat.   
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SUNDAY HIKES (FULL DAY): Organised by Rani Reddy. 
 Please be aware that a certain level of fitness is required to do Sunday hikes. If you don't exercise regularly, 

or aren't an experienced walker please complete three Ramblers’ Saturday afternoon hikes before joining 

the longer Sunday hikes. 

 Always phone the hike leader the day before at the latest, to confirm details and let him/her know to 

expect you on the hike.  Be mindful that the leader is also preparing for the hike on the Sunday morning. 

 Please note that the meeting point and/or time in the programme might change, or the hike route might 

change, or it might be raining and the hike cancelled therefore you must phone the leader or you might 

find yourself left out and left behind. 

 Please try to get to the meeting places at least 10 minutes earlier to help with arranging lifts.  Bring the 

correct amount of money as change may not be available. 

 It is advisable to bring at least 2 litres of water, mid-morning snack, lunch and a hat.  It is recommended 

that hikers carry their own water 

 Keep Rehidrat in your pack in case of dehydration in the hot months. 

 Use tick spray. 

Hikes are described as being Easy, Moderate or Strenuous and are graded from 1 to 5, as follows: 

1. A flat even walk 

2. A hike without big and steep inclines 

3. A hike with some steep inclines  - Fitness recommended 

4. A hike with steep inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness essential 

5. A hike with many inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness very essential 

 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY HIKING PROGRAMME 3
rd

 QUARTER 2022  

(Check Facebook for changes) 

NB – IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT INDIVIDUALS HIKE AT ENTIRELY THEIR OWN RISK.  THE CLUB, ITS 

OFFICERS, HIKE LEADERS AND MEMBERS CANNOT BE HELD LIABLE FOR ANY INJURY/LOSS SUSTAINED 

BY PARTICIPANTS IN CLUB ACTIVITIES 

DATE DESCRIPTION OF HIKE LEADER GRADE 

Sat 2 Jul Beachfront – Circus Circus to Ushaka and back Biff Maggs  

 

Park at Snake Park (that is the big parking lot next to Minitown) 

and meet in front of Circus Circus on the promenade.  Meet at 

13:45 to start walking by 2pm.  We will walk south towards the 

harbour, then head into the Point Area and look at the canals, then 

head back.  Circus Circus closes early so please BYO and a chair and 

we can sit on the grass in front of the Snake Park and have 

sundowners afterwards. 

082 609 9684 Easy but brisk 

Sun 3 Jul Bluff Nature Reserve, Treasure Beach,  Circular Route Philip Collyer  

 

Hike around Bluff NR (lesser known top section and bottom section 

with 2 bird hides over the pan), walk Bluff streets to Treasure 

Beach, explore rock pools towards Brighton Beach, climb along a 

bushy path up the rounded cliff that gives the Bluff its name and 

zigzag along streets back to the Bluff NR bottom section.   ±R50 

entrance fee.  Meet at 08.00 at Bluff NR in Tara Rd (near Quality 

Str/ Highbury Rd intersection) 

082 417 0204 Grade 2-3; 

±15km 

Sat 9 Jul Mount Moreland Meander Jon Stevens  

 

From N2, Exit 190 Verulam, left at T-junction away from coast, 

right at sign to Mt Moreland.  Meet at Mt Moreland Village 

Green/Barn/ Swallow View site at 13:45. Hike on tracks through 

cane lands, towards King Shaka Airport and Mt Moreland Village.  

BYO to enjoy after the hike. 

082 459 1522 Grade 3 

Easy/mod 

+-8km 
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Sun 10 Jul Giba from Shongweni Alan Blundell  

 From Shongweni Club hike to Clifton Tower and down into Giba 

Gorge.  Parking fee is R10 if not staying for drinks at the club 

afterwards.  Meet at 08:00 at the Durban Shongweni Club (Cnr 

Cliffdale &, Kassier Rd).   Booking preferably by WhatsApp. 

072 127 3889 Grade 3-4 

Strenuous 

Sat 16 Jul Hill and Dale Jenny Rooks  

 Meet at 13:15 for a 13:30 start.  Take Hammarsdale off ramp and 

turn left towards Hammarsdale on the M385.  After approximately 

1km take the first road on the right – D657.  (it is also sign posted 

Animal Anti Cruelty League).  We will meet a short way down on 

the D657.  Hike through cane fields and grassland.  Views far and 

wide.  R20 donation to the conservancy. 

084 952 0622 Grade 3, 

 moderate 

9km 

Sun 17 Jul Molweni Waterfall 
Jonathan 

Sampson 
 

 Explore the Everton Conservancy in Acutts Drive following the 

Molweni River to Gillits Falls where we will stop for lunch.  Return 

along a different route where possible.  Donation of R30pp to the 

Everton Conservancy.  Meet and park at 8:00 at the School of 

Montesorri, 9 Anthony Drive, Gillitts.  Booking preferably by 

WhatsApp. 

082 420 9577 Grade 2 

±10-12kms 

Sat 23 Jul No hike planned  - 90
th

 Lunch:    

Sun 24 Jul Camelot – Assegai coffee Jon Stevens  

 A hike around the upper reaches of the Sterkspruit Valley and over 

the dome.  Meet at 8:45 at the Turnoff to Harrison Flats (a pin will 

be provided) to drive in a convoy to the parking area.  Those that 

want to lift share, should meet at Maytime at 8:20. 

 Grade 3; 

±15km 

Sat 30 Jul Monteseel Conservancy Circuit Philip Collyer  

 From Old Main Road through Botha’s Hill, pass Drummond, turn 

right (SAPS sign) to Monteseel  and immediately left into Hacienda 

Pub for parking by 13:45.  R20 for conservancy.  Hike on roads and 

paths along cliffs overlooking Valley of 1000 Hills.  Refreshments at 

Hacienda afterwards in appreciation for parking. 

082 417 0204 Grade 2 easy 

6km 

Sun 31 Jul Ballito to Salt Rock Abdullah Dada  

 Beach hike from Ballito to Salt Rock with rocky outcrops (some 

difficult sections), lovely rock pools teeming with marine life and 

soft corals, tidal pools for a quick dip (bring costumes).  Return 

same route or through coastal suburbs. Optional lunch/.drinks 

afterwards.  Meet 08:00 Tedder Way, Ballito. Book by WhatsApp. 

084 478 6779 Grade 2-3; 

±13km 

Sat 6 Aug Crowned Eagle Conservancy Gil Krauspe  
 Stockville Rd. Gillits.  Park and meet at Gillits Shopping Centre, York 

Rd, off Old Main Rd, (behind Caltex Garage), by 13:45.  R20 for 

Crowned Eagle Conservancy.  Walk through suburb to Conservancy 

in Stockville Rd.  George and Mervyn will guide us through 

reclaimed wetland, look out points above the stream and 

waterfall, and their museum housing artefacts found on the 

property.  Return uphill to cars and drinks at Hay Ways. 

0837599199 Easy 2,5km 

Sun 7 Aug Morewood Farm – New Hike Peter McElwee  

 A forest hike that encompasses the Black and Silver Trails.  Cost is 

R50 for a day pass.  Meet at 7:45 for an 8am start.  Booking by 

WhatsApp 

078 611 0752 Grade 2 

±14kms 
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Sat 13 Aug Summerveld  - Bux Farm Jon Stevens  

 M13, Exit 33, left and 1st right into Cliffdale, left into Hawkstone, 

right into Summerhill Rd.  Park at Summerveld Lodge by 13;30.  A 

challenging hike, with some steep paths  Vertigo warning.  Views 

towards Hammarsdale.  Drinks at the Lodge afterwards. 

082 459 1522 +-8km 

Sun 14 Aug Rocky Bay Shirley & 

Barry Moore 

 

 Terrain is easy with mainly coastal forest and some sugarcane, 

hence fairly exposed.  Shorter route may be available.  If weather is 

good bring cozzies to swim after the hike and/ or have drinks at 

the pub.  Entrance fee R20. Start hiking at 08:30am from Rocky Bay 

Resort.  Petrol sharing will be organized on the group chat. 

082 717 6991 Grade 2 

±15kms 

Sat 20 Aug Beachwood Mangroves Tina Regnard  

 Meet at PnP Hyper, Durban North, 13:45.  Walk through the 

Beachwood Mangrove Reserve and along the river and across the 

beach.  Donation of R20pp towards the reserve. 

083 289 6276 Grade 2 

8kms 

Sun 21 Aug iNanda Mountain Philip Collyer  

 A hike that will take us to the top of iNanda Mountain which 

towers over iNanda Dam. The views all around are considered to 

be the absolute best in Durban. A great bird watching opportunity 

with birds of prey that hunt off the cliff faces and sometimes glide 

close by. Fee R50 (members) or R70 (nonmembers). For an early 

start, meet 07:15 Sasol Garage Avoca (N2 exit 177 for Curnick 

Ndlovu Hwy (KwaMashu Inanda)) to drive in convoy to Matata 

Adventures (in Maphephetheni area near Meyiwa Primary School) 

where cars will be safely parked. Booking by whatsapp 

082 417 0204 Grade 3-4; 

±18km 

Sat 27 Aug Bluff Nature Reserve Philip Collyer  

 The Bluff, Brighton Beach.  Park in the reserve, R20 entrance fee at 

the gate.  Durbans’ oldest Nature Reserve consisting of large 

wetland and adjacent forest.  Bring binoculars for possible bird 

spotting.  BYO refreshments for afterwards, before closing time of 

17:00. 

082 417 0204 Grade 1, easy 

8km 

Sun 28 Aug Heritage Homes of Berea/Morningside Jonathan 

Sampson 

 

 Explore the Berea and Morningside suburbs, looking at Heritage 

Homes/ Buildings as identified by Prof. Brian Kearney in his book A 

Revised Listing of the Important Places and Buildings in Durban, 

1984. Some surprises along the way, culminating in a visit to 

Elephant House, the oldest standing home in Durban, 1849! A R40 

donation will be collected per person.  Meet at 08:00 at the 

Durban Botanical Gardens, main parking near Visitors Center. 

Booking preferably by WhatsApp. 

Road Closures west of Durban – Comrades Marathon 

082 420 9577 Grade 1 Easy; 

±10km 

Sat 3 Sep Kenneth Stainbank Reserve Steve Verreynne  

 Coedmore Rd, Yellowood Park.  Meet at 12:45 for a 13:00  start.  

R50pp entrance fee.  Hike through pleasant grassland, bush, a few 

river crossings, grazing game.  Steve makes some interesting twists 

and turns.  BYO refreshments for after hike. 

083 956 1556 Grade 3, mod 

8km. 
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Sun 4 Sep Wilson's Wharf to Point Waterfront (Art Deco) Jonathan 

Sampson 

 

 Jonathan will lead a walk around Durban pointing out some of our 

architectural heritage, specifically the Art Deco Style.  Visit the 

Durban Holocaust & Genocide Centre (North Beach); Warriors 

Gate at the Old Fort & Port Natal Maritime Museum (Time 

Permitting). There will be a R40 donation per person. Bring some 

money for refreshments/coffee along the way.  Drinks afterwards 

at Wilson’s Wharf.  Park at Wilsons Wharf (Boatmans Road) to 

start walking at 8:00. 

082 420 9577 Grade 1 Easy; 

±10km 

Sat 10 Sep Pigeon Valley Tina Regnard  

 Park and meet across the road from Stella Sports Club – 175 Helen 

Joseph Rd. by 13:45.  Street walking to Pigeon Valley Nature 

Reserve.  Explore this indigenous gem in suburbia, bristling with 

birdlife.  Return via Phansi Museum.  A couple of steep hills.  Drinks 

at Stella Sports Club afterwards.  Car guard to be tipped please. 

083 289 6276 Grade 2, 

easy/mod 

7km 

Sun 11 Sep Table Mountain (easier Route) Philip Collyer  

 Hike to the top of the KZN/ PMB Table Mountain to enjoy some of 

the escarpment and magnificent views of the Valley of a 1000 Hills, 

the Midlands in the far distance, the Msunduzi and Umgeni Rivers 

as well as the Nagle Dam.  Parking at the top is R50 per car.  Guide 

fees is R50 per person.  Meet at 08.15 at Cato Ridge Motors (close 

to Eddie Haven Drive, Cato Ridge). Petrol sharing R40. Non-

members to please book with hike leader. 

082 417 0204 Grade 2;   ±10-

14km 

Sat 17 Sep Westville Eco-Trail Linda Smith  

 Park at Westville Country Club by 13:45.  R20 for conservancy.  

Hike along well cut trails, through a tunnel, along lush river banks 

and some grassland.  Drinks at Club (outside) afterwards. 

083 353 8319 Grade 2, 

easy/mod 

6km 

Sun 18 Sep Valley of a 1 000 Hills (Botha’s Hill) Stella Wells  

 We will follow our normal route into and out of the valley, 

hopefully not being restricted by development and possible flood 

damage.  Expect anything especially quite a bit of water.   Park on 

the verge outside The Pot and Kettle, 136 Old Main Rd, Bothas Hills 

at 8.15 a.m.  Please book with the Hike Leader 

078 319 8979 Grade 3-4;     

 ± 18km 

Sat 24 Sep Umdloti Coastal forest/beach and surrounds Abdullah Dada  
Heritage Day Meet at 2nd beach parking at 13:30 to start hiking at 13:45.  Drive 

down to the bottom round-a-bout (Bush Tavern, garage and little 

shopping cntre on your right), the sea is in front of you.  Turn right 

along the beach road and park in the 2nd parking area. 

084 478 6779 Grade 2, easy  

+-10kms. 

Sun 25 Sep Zinkwazi Jon Stevens  

 Walk south from Zinkwazi Beach. This hasn’t been walked for a 

while so who knows what has changed. However the old red dune 

erosion pits should still be there. These are quite unusual. Drinks 

after at the club.  Meet at 07.40 Sibaya Casino near the entrance or 

at 08.30 at the Zinkwazi Ski Boat Club (parking at the end of Seagull 

Drive). Petrol sharing R50.  Please book with hike leader. 

082 4522 Grade 2-3; 

±15km 

 


