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CHAIRMAN’S RAMBLINGS

Dear Fellow Ramblers

4" QUARTER : OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2022

Thanks to Biff and her team to a very successful 90th celebration and Jon Stevens for the well presented
photograph video. This year we won’t be holding an official year end party, each group will be doing

their own thing!

Well done to our Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday Hike Co-ordinators with the hike leaders for
organising hikes especially after the floods.

Here’s to happy hiking for the next quarter!

Yours in Rambling

Philip

Chair

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman Philip Collyer 082 417 0204 philipcollyer@gmail.com
Secretary Lisa La Commare 082 659 0519 lisalacommarel5@gmail.com
Treasurer Biff Maggs 083 786 6733 biffmaggs101 @gmail.com
Sunday Hike Organiser Rani Reddy 082 086 5685 reddyrani06@gmail.com
Saturday Hike Organiser Gil Krauspe 083 759 9199 gilkrauspe@yahoo.com

Weekend Organiser Jonathan Sampson 082 4209577 jmvsampson@gmail.com

Publicity Ana Barbosa 083 468 6941 durbanramblers.publicity@gmail.com
Magazine Merle Mackenzie 082 454 0521 durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com
Social Events Organiser Biff Maggs 083 786 6733 biffmaggs101 @gmail.com

Website Organiser Abdullah Dada 084 478 6779 dada@greenit.co.za

Ordinary Member Vacant

Honorary Auditor Rolf Klein 073 982 4976 rolf.klein@telkomsa.net
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MEMBER NEWS
NEW MEMBERS:

At the discretion of hike leaders, visitors are permitted to join Saturday and Sunday hikes, subject to
limiting numbers in the group. Once visitors have done their three hikes, they may apply for
membership.

We are pleased to welcome the following new members:

Jacqui Randall, Edwin Randall, Sharmraj Bauchoo, Renilla Ramshar, James Edward, Engin Kirba, Hasibe
Kirba, Peter Crossley, Ravesh Naidoo, Jill Banda, Vikendran Naiker, Ruth Atkinson, Kathryn Dietrichsen,
Khululiwe Mzimela, John Butcher and Dianne Butcher.

We wish you many happy years of rambling with the Club.

INFORMATION
MAGAZINE:

The magazine is distributed via email using durbanramblers.editor@gmail.com as a sending address. If
you know of anyone who has not received the magazine, please ask them to check their SPAM folder.
Note: If you have been receiving the magazine by post and now want the speedier email version in full
colour, advise the editor and send us your email address. This helps reduce the printing and posting
costs and possible delays with getting the magazine to you.

HIKE DONATIONS:
On some of the hikes, hikers are asked for donations and in some cases the club makes donations on
behalf of the members. Here is a breakdown of donations made in the first & second quarters in 2022:

PUB Hikers | Hikers | Hikers
Date DRHC HOL (Wed) | (Sat) (Sun) Hike
9 July 240 320 Mt Moreland
10 July 500 Giba
13 July 260 Crestholme Conservancy
16 July 320 Hill ‘'n Dale
17 July 580 Everton Conservancy
30 July 620 Monteseel
1 August 5000 Giba MTB
3 August 50 Shongweni Club
6 August 480 Crowned Eagle Conservancy
21 August 2440 | Inanda Hike
28 August 780 Elephant House
1 September 200 Alverstone
4 September 1100
11September 400 Old St Thomas Church
Total 5240 510 1740 5800 | Total =R13290
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WEBSITE:

The website (www.durbanramblers.co.za) as well as the Durban Ramblers Hiking Club Facebook page
may be viewed for updated information regarding the club, hikes, etc. Should you wish to contribute
photos to the Facebook page please send your contributions to Ana, our Publicity person. You may also
ask Ana to remove photos you would rather not be there. The website also includes an archive
containing lots of history of the Club which was formed way back in 1932

HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES

EMERGENCY CONTACTS:

While hiking and rambling is usually all good fun we should also be aware that sometimes something can
go amiss and we might find ourselves in a stressful situation. There is an emergency app you can
download to your mobile phone from www.mysos.co.za which will provide you with all the emergency
numbers in the area where you need it.

PERSONAL EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

Please have your emergency contact number(s) under ICE (In Case of Emergency) in your cell phone
and on the new cards issued, or a label of some sort attached to your day pack. Details should consist
of your name, ID number, name of medical aid and membership number (your medical aid card should
be with you too) and the name/number(s) of someone to contact. Emergency personnel will look for
your ICE details. Hospitals will not send an ambulance/paramedics if your medical aid details are not
available. Please carry these important details with you on each hike.

HIKE REPORTS (a limited selection from recent hikes)

Wednesday 6 July 2022 - Giba Gorge
19 Ramblers set off from the Giba Bike Park on a warm cloudy
morning. Colin welcomed us all and especially Sarie's family from
Britain (photo on the right), who are over here celebrating Sarie's
eightieth year.

As usual Colin set his
cracking pace. and we all
scurried after him!! How
does he do it at 88?7 As
we walked along the river
we were aghast at the
flood devastation. It is
awesome to see what
nature and water can do. Huge boulders in the wrong place,
banks and trees destroyed.

i A @%ﬁ Colin, who is a walking map/GPS, led us along changed paths
and over newa erected brldges And so we wound our way up and then descended to the cascades and
then to the Giba falls. Werner's remembrance pebbles and the pool are no more. Boulders and fallen
rock have turned this special place into a rocky field with the falls behind. And so back to the picnic site
which had not escaped the raging water. It was very heartening to see how hard the staff and owners
are working at restoration. Good chat, laughter and food ended a lovely morning. 10.74km.

Report by Coleen Seath; photos Coleen and Merle Mackenie
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Sunday 17 July 2022 - Molweni Waterfall (Everton Conservancy)

22 hikers parked at the school braving the cool morning to hike
down to the Everton Reserve. We 1st ventured right of Acutts
towards Krantzkloof where the effects of the floods are still
clearly evident — paths had been washed away and trees and
plants strewn around. The river has even been forced
underground by the boulders and rocks which were washed

; down from upstream!
Having said that, the
reserve is still more
than passable and o
beautiful in its own right and nature will return stronger than
before in time! The other side of the road was easier with less
damage and we even found the smaller, 2nd waterfall before
stopping at the main one for brunch before heading back.

Hike report courtesy Jonathan Sampson. Photographs courtesy
Harry Holderness

Wednesday 27 July 2022 — Umdloti

On a cool morning we set off from the car park attended by a very
nice security guard. We entered the forest from the Sibaya
Complex side and Jon led us down through the forest stopping to
tell the story of the tree house murderer. (a story for another time!)
Here we realised that we had already lost two hikers, and
hopefully we would pick them
up in the beach car park.

Out of the forest and up the hill
to the famous Milkwood tree
and down to the beach. We
walked a good distance along
the beach road viewing the flood
damage as we went. It was :
rather sobering to see the destruction caused by the floods.

Making our way down onto the sands
we had a tea break at the picturesque
rocks. The beach, sea and sky were

T absolutely stunningly beautiful, and
yet we had jUSt witnessed what the wrath of nature could do.

Back along the beach and into the forest where we found our lost hikers. ‘g
Not being a noisy chatty group, the pair had seen bush pig and duiker.
Picnic lunch was had at benches outside an estate agents office
(permission granted). 8.7km. Thank you Jon, Wednesdays rock!

Report & photos by Coleen Seath
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Sunday 31 July 2022 — Ballito to Salt Rock

7 of us braved the cold to enjoy a lovely walk on the beach
which we had all to ourselves. There was plenty of time to enjoy

' e %= the views, marine life and
soft corals. The tidal pools
looked so inviting but no
one opted to go for a
quick dip.

We returned through the
coastal suburbs stopping
to buy pineapple on a stick
from one of the local
vendors. The perfect end
to a lovely hike was
accompanied by coffee
and lunch at one of the local restaurants.

Hike report by Rani Reddy. Photo courtesy Nicole, Cheryl and Nunda (visitor)

Saturday 6 August 2022 — Crowned Eagle Conservancy (Gillitts/Stockville)

Thank you Clive, Mervyn and Alan for
leading 24 hikers on such an interesting
hike  through the Crowned Eagle
Conservancy and for the hosptalitiy
afterwards. Drinks afterwards was not
possible due to the rugby but we won so
that made up for it. Thank you once again
to Clive and Mervyn for hosting us.
Hike Report by Gil Krauspe

Info on the Crowned Eagle Conservancy: This conservancy shows what can be
achieved by a handful of people with limited resources but tonnes of dedication
and commitment! Set on a privately owned complex the conservancy includes a
natural perennial stream, a number of small ponds, a waterfall, a riverine forest,
a wetland and a cave with artefacts believed to be over 1200 years old.

Over the past 12 years enormous amounts of alien vegetation has been replaced
with over 140 different types of indigenous trees of which some are nearly
extinct, e.g. Red and Black Stinkwood and Pepperbark. The trees have been
planted to attract birds, butterflies and small mammals.

The following species have been recorded: more than 150 bird species, duiker,
mongoose, porcupine, water monitor, large spotted genets, bushpig, rock hyrax,
hoardes of butterflies, dragonflies and the large variety of frogs including the
endangered Kloof frog and threatened Cascade frog. The endangered Ruby-
footed Black Millipede (Doratogonus rubipodus) is also a resident species.
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In partnership with CROW, birds needing rehabilitation are brought to the conservancy, held in a large
cage and then released into the environment. The following raptors nest in the forest: African Harrier
Hawk, Black Sparrowhawk, various owl species and Yellow Billed Kites.

Meandering forest walks, bridges over the stream, decks and a
forest boardwalk have been built. Recently the removal of 600
tons of silt from the dam and the building of a jetty, swing and
raft, has resulted in a safe environment for swimming, fishing
and paddling in the dam.

An education centre has been established where school children
have access to information on various frogs, fish, crabs,
butterflies, dragonflies, birds, plants etc. and are shown
artefacts from the shelter.

The rehabilitation of a marsh area suitable for the breeding of the Kloof Frog has been a great success
and during the peak breeding season as many as 70 batches of eggs and 54 Kloof Frogs have been
counted at one time.

Wednesday 17 August 2022 — Hawaan Forest

21 ramblers gathered outside Breakers Hotel and met our guide Bongani. It was a steady uphill to the
entrance of the Hawaan forest, where we met Bernard and Musa, two more knowledgeable custodians

: of the forest. The forest, situated on Tongaat Hulett land and
protected by Wessa & Tongaat Hulett, grows on sand dunes and at
one time stretched up most of Africa's eastern coastline. The property
was originally owned by the Campbell family who first settled there in
1859 and the forest has been protected since 1860.

We meandered through forest trees, walking on the sandy floor that
was carpeted with fallen leaves. Every now and then Bernard stopped
and pointed out trees of interest. Bongani showed off his athletic
capability by climbing up nature's natural rope, clearly strong enough
to take his weight. Birds were heard aplenty. Droppings of Duiker and
Bush buck were
seen along the
way but the
group was too
large and noisy
for  the shy
animals to show
themselves.

During our tea break Bernard treated us to some
spiritual music played on an Mbira, a Zimbabwean
instument. A mellow and soothing sound.

An informative morning even if not our usual energetic hike.
Report by Coleen Seath, photos Merle Mackenzie
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Sunday 21 August 2022 - Inanda Mountain

42 of us set out to ascend iNanda Mountain, led by
Nokwazi and assisted by Thando and a back-marker.
All hikers made it to the end! With a steep climb at
the start designed to disqualify anyone who
couldn’t make the rest of the hike. This route is too
treacherous for the return so was started at the
start of the hike. The day was cool to start and just
the right temperature for this kind of hike. At the
top of the iNanda Mountain the escarpment is only
grassland and is unforgiving in summer. In the
distance you can catch a glimpse of the Rob Roy and Moses R
Mabhida. Nokwazi led us on the hikers' trail and not the tourist
5 route which allows
a taxi back once
the mountain is
climbed. The area
showed signs of
floods. The path
was steep down
and half way came
to dirt roads until we stopped under a coral tree at the
base of the trail. Some had swims at the cascades before
ending the hike 400m back to the cars.

Hike report Philip Collyer. Photos Philip Collyer, Jon Fogg and Harry Holderness.

Saturday 27 August 2022 — Bluff Nature Reserve
29 of us set out to explore the oldest Nature Reserve in Durban, with a walk up to Marine drive too to
add a hill. Lovely wet land and forest walks. Report and photos by Philip Collyer

L
W, P . -
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Sat 03 Sep 2022 - Stainbank Nature Reserve
Thank you Steve for a good stretch of a hike around
Stainbank Nature Reserve

Ten ramblers gathered in the carpark at Alverstone. The last day
of August and Spring around the corner however an icy wind blew
making us shiver and keep our jackets firmly on, as we set off.
With Biff and 77 IS : =]
Merle leading we TR '
headed for the
far dam where
we usually saw
game. The paths
were wide and
had been recently
cut, we also
noticed many new paths ready to be explored. We did see a few
Impala and plenty of buck droppings along the way, but the chill
wind seems to have sent most of the animals to the shelter of the
forest.

We made our way through the indigenous forest and down
the old road to the lower dam where we had a tea break. Biff
and Merle made sure that we put in a bit of hill work, by
leading us up the other side to the perimeter fence. We
worked our way along the top, probably walking on semi
private property and came out at the top dam. We walked
along the ridge back to the Boma and our picnic lunch.

A lovely day spent in a beautiful place. 8 km of enjoyable
walking. Thank you to our capable leaders.
Report by Coleen Seath; Photos courtesy of Merle.

For more reports on Hikes and lots of photos log onto Rambler’s Facebook page.
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RAMBLERS SOCIAL EVENTS

New Year Weekend at Cumberland : Thursday 29 December — Sunday 1 January
As per e-mail sent out.

Year-end Functions

We have decided that we are all partied out after our 90th birthday. So we will not have a Durban
Ramblers combined Year end function. Sundays, Saturdays and Wednesdays will each have their
separate low key celebrations. Details in magazine for Saturday (10 Dec) and Sunday (11 Dec) hikers.
Wednesday hikers function tentative for 24 November. Venue to be advised via Wednesday email group.

HIKING PROGRAMMIES:

Every week members will be able to book a hike with the hike leader; booking cut off time will be the day before.

WEDNESDAY MORNING HIKES: Organised by Coleen Seath.
Please check details of the Wednesday Hikes with Colin Turner on 031 708 3517 or Coleen Seath on 031 202 2279
/ 082 735 7659 (who will co-ordinate with leaders.)

SATURDAY HIKES (AFTERNOON): Organised by Gil Krauspe.

e Should you wish to participate in any of the hikes, please phone the leader by no later than Friday evening
to book your spot.

e Please get to starting point by 13.45 or 13.15 on occasion (please check schedule below) in order for the
hike to begin on time.

e For directions to the starting point, please PHONE the organiser between 12.00 and 12:.45 on the day of
the hike, don’t SMS, or ask for directions when booking.

e Children are welcome but check suitability of the hike with the leader.

e Please bring at least 1 litre of water each, a snack for half time and a hat.

SUNDAY HIKES (FULL DAY): Organised by Rani Reddy.

e Please be aware that a certain level of fitness is required to do Sunday hikes. If you don't exercise regularly,
or aren't an experienced walker please complete three Ramblers’ Saturday afternoon hikes before joining
the longer Sunday hikes.

e Always phone the hike leader the day before at the latest, to confirm details and let him/her know to
expect you on the hike. Be mindful that the leader is also preparing for the hike on the Sunday morning.

e Please note that the meeting point and/or time in the programme might change, or the hike route might
change, or it might be raining and the hike cancelled therefore you must phone the leader or you might
find yourself left out and left behind.

e Please try to get to the meeting places at least 10 minutes earlier to help with arranging lifts. Bring the
correct amount of money as change may not be available.

e |t is advisable to bring at least 2 litres of water, mid-morning snack, lunch and a hat. It is recommended
that hikers carry their own water

e Keep Rehidrat in your pack in case of dehydration in the hot months.

e Use tick spray.

Hikes are described as being Easy, Moderate or Strenuous and are graded from 1 to 5, as follows:
1. Aflat even walk

A hike without big and steep inclines

A hike with some steep inclines - Fitness recommended

A hike with steep inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness essential

A hike with many inclines and rock scrambling - Fitness very essential

vk wnN
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SATURDAY AND SUNDAY HIKING PROGRAMME 4" QUARTER 2022
(Check Facebook for changes)
NB - IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT INDIVIDUALS HIKE AT ENTIRELY THEIR OWN RISK. THE CLUB, ITS
OFFICERS, HIKE LEADERS AND MEMBERS CANNOT BE HELD LIABLE FOR ANY INJURY/LOSS SUSTAINED
BY PARTICIPANTS IN CLUB ACTIVITIES

DATE

DESCRIPTION OF HIKE

LEADER

GRADE

Sat 1 Oct

Hawaan Forest

Bernard

Meet at Breakers Hotel, Umhlanga Rocks by 12 noon for a 12:15 start.
R30 entrance fee. Please book your place through Gil Krauspe
0837599199 by Thursday afternoon. Please note early starting time and
also that this hike can only accommodate 25 hikers.

Grade 2. +8km

Sun 2 Oct

Hilton College Conservancy

Philip Collyer

Explore the Hilton College Conservancy, with its wonderful views over the
Midlands. R40 donation per person to the Conservancy. Meet at 08:00
at Hilton College

0824170204

Grade 2 Mod.
+15km

Sat 8 Oct

Palmiet Nature Reserve Westville:

Linda Smith

Park at main entrance to the Palmiet Nature Reserve, Old New Germany
Road, Westville by 13:45 for a 14:00 start. Hike across the river up to the
grassland, through the forest to the cascades and back. Some steep
areas. R20 donation requested towards the upkeep of the reserve.
Drinks at Waxy’s afterwards.

0833538319

Grade 3:
moderate,
vertigo warning

Sun 9 Oct

Old Baldy (iSithumba) — Green Corridor

Abdullah Dada

Scenic hike through Isithumba village, along the Umgeni River followed by
a steep climb up Old Baldy (400m alt) to some spectacular views of the
valley. The path is steep and in one section scrambling is required. A
Green Corridor initiative — guide fees to be confirmed (xR70). Meet at
08.15 at iSithumba Adventure Park (15030 D1004 Rd, Ximba). Option for
ride-share, contact hike leader.

084 478 6779

Grade 4
Strenuous
Vertigo;
+10km

Sat 15 Oct

Giba Gorge to Cascades

Philip Collyer

Meet at main parking area by 13:45 for a 14:00 start. R40 entrance fee.
Hike along bike trails in some shade to cascades.

0824170204

Grade 3, mod.
+-8km

Sun 16 Oct

Dusi Trails, Scottsville

Peter McElwee

NEW HIKE — A circular hike where we explore the wildest parts of the
Dusi Valley. The hike takes us up one hill, down another, across a river
(twice) and through fields of acacia, aloe and past herds of a variety of
Buck. The area is popular with trail runners and horse riders as the
scenery is simply stunning. Please remember to bring plenty of water and
a hat as the area is very exposed. Meet 7:15 at KWIKSPAR Maytime, Kloof
for lift sharing (cost will be discussed on the group) or alternatively can
meet at 8am in the Zebra & Porcupine carpark at Ashburton Training
Centre in Scottsville. Booking by WhatsApp

078 611 0752

Grade 2-3
+13km

Sat 22 Oct

Umdoni Park Forest, Pennington:

Shirley Moore

Please note early starting time: Meet in the bottom parking lot of the
Umdoni Golf Club at 9:45 for a 10am start. Explore the coastal forest and
the gorge along the Nkumbane river. Lunch at the Golf Club afterwards
before heading back home. R30 donation towards the reserve. Please
book your place through Gil Krauspe 0837599199 before 10am Friday.

Grade 3:
8-10km

Sun 23 Oct

Hill 'n Dale / Bartlett Estate (Hammarsdale)

Jenny Rooks

Hike through the conservancy, grassland and cane fields with views far
and wide in the Hammarsdale area. Donation R20 pp to the conservancy.
Meet at 07.45 at the Hammarsdale Road/D657 intersection towards the
Estate from where we will drive in convoy to start hiking at 08.00 (from
N3 take exit 43 to the left towards Hammarsdale (Mr385 Rd), first main
turnoff to the right is D657 Rd). Non-members to book with hike leader.

084 952 0622

Grade 3 Mod;
+14km
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Sat 29 Oct

Shongweni Polo Club:

Jenny Rooks

Exit 33 from M13, left and first right then immediately left into
Shongweni Polo Club. Park to the right of main parking by 13:45. R10 per
car. Hike on park run trails, under N3, through cane fields to lower dams.
Drinks at Shongweni Club afterwards.

0849520622

Grade 2,
moderate. +-
8km

Sun 30 Oct

Mzinyathi Falls (Inanda) — Green Corridors

Philip Collyer

This is a lovely walk with stunning views over the dam up to the Falls,
which plunges 100m down a beautiful sandstone amphitheatre into the
forested gorge. Going down to the bottom of the falls, a circular route is
followed back out of the gorge. A Green Corridors initiative. Guide fees
R50pp and R20pp to use eNanda Adventures facility.

Meet 07.00 at Mozambik restaurant parking area (9 Inanda.Rd, Hillcrest)
to drive in convoy alternatively meet 07:45 at Durban Green Corridor’s
eNanda Adventure Park (directions available from their website). Ride
share R30pp. Booking by WhatsApp.

082 417 0204

Grade 3-vertigo
Mod-Strenuous
+12km

Sat 5 Nov

Nkonka Trust and Tanglewood Conservancy, Kloof

Abdullah Dladla

From the M13 take the Maytime Centre turnoff, down Haygarth Rd to
Nkonka Trust. Drive down to parking by 13:45. R40 for 2 conservancies.
Great views west, south and east. New trails cut over grassland, down to
Motala, along road to Tanglewood. Into Tanglewood for tea break and up
to cliff ledge, under waterfall. Steep path out of Tanglewood, and return
to Nkonka Trust. BYO drinks to enjoy at view site.

0844786779

Grade 3,
moderate
+-8km.
Vertigo.

Sun 6 Nov

Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve (Umzinto)

Stella Wells

Reserve offers a wide variety of habitats: extensive grasslands, scarp
forests, rivers, wetlands, cliff faces, dams, sea views and opportunity to
see game. A trail variation could be involved. Entrance +R40. The turn-off
for the reserve is approximately 12.5km from the N2 (exit 104 Park
Rynie/Umzinto turnoff) and the entrance gate is a further 6km. Meet at
08:30 at reserve office/reception (past main gate). Booking by WhatsApp.

078 319 8979

Grade 2-3;
+15km

Sat 12 Nov

Cato Ridge Golf Club Hike:

Jon Stevens

Meet at the Cato Ridge Golf Club at 13:45 to start hiking at 14:00. Park to
the left of the entrance. About 10km over rolling hills and around lakes
and possibly some off road. Back before 5 — drinks at the golf club
afterwards.

0824591522

Grade 3,
moderate

Sun 13 Nov

Heritage Homes of Glenwood

Jonathan Sampson

Explore Glenwood, looking at heritage homes/buildings as identified by
Prof. Brian Kearney in his book: A revised Listing of important Places and
Buildings in Durban, 1984. A R40 donation per person will be collected
towards Pigeon Valley. Meet at 08:00 at the Glenwood Village upper
parking. Please book via WhatsApp.

082 420 9577

Grade 1 Easy;
+10km

Sat 19 Nov

Umbhlanga Promenade and Lagoon:

Philip Collyer

Park at Durban View Park parking lot (Marine Dr and Durban View Rd) by
13:45. Hike along prestigious Umhlanga Promenade and walkway through
indigenous dune forest. Burst out onto beach to Lagoon. Return mostly
along the beach to car park. BYO Drinks afterwards, enjoying the sea
breeze in the picnic area.

0824170204

Grade 1,
8km.

easy

Sun 20 Nov

Nagle Dam

Mthobisi Ndlovu

Hike through the tunnel and around the dam. Bring drinks and relax at
the dam after the hike. Entrance fee to Nagle Dam is R25pp. Meet at
07:45 to start hiking at 08:00

073 812 8623

Grade 3; £15km

Sat 26 Nov

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve:

Linda Smith

Join us to explore the newly re-opened reserve. Park and meet at the
main KNR entrance at 13:45 for a 14:00 start. Hike will depend on which
trails are open so come prepared for anything. Entrance fee is yet to be
determined and details will be provided via FB closer to the time.

0833538319

Grade 3
moderate.
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Sun 27 Nov

Renishaw

Shirley and
Barry Moore

Enjoy a reconfigured route as some new trails have been cut while other
areas are no longer accessible. Mineshaft trail is closed but it is still
possible to visit the best viewpoint in the area and a visit to Green Falls is
on the cards. We will also pop in to the Renishaw Chapel graveyard
which is always of interest. Meet at 07:45 to start hiking at 08:00.
Meeting place to be confirmed.

082 717 6991

Grade 2
+16km

Sat 3 Dec

Morewood Farm Trails:

Philip Collyer

Park at Morewood Farm in Springside Rd, Hillcrest (short way past
Springside Nature Reserve, on the right), by 13:45. Entry R30. Hike along
bike trails through pine plantation, riverine, bush and grassland. Variety
of refreshments on sale after the hike.

0824170204

Grade 3,
moderate 8km.

Sun 4 Dec

Rocky bay (NEW HIKE)

Peter McElwee

The Rocky Bay trail is a favourite among Trail Runners and hikers alike as
it is a mixture of both farmland and coastal forests with stunning sea
views. The trail benefits from the cooling ocean breeze that makes this
an ideal Summer hike. Carry lots of water. Drinks/lunch afterwards at
The Sugar Post Restaurant. Meet at 08:00 at Rocky Bay resort, 1 Old
Main Road, Park Rynie. Booking by WhatsApp.

078 611 0752

Grade 2-3;
+13km

Sat 10 Dec

Alverstone Wildlife Park: Saturday Hikers end of year braai.

Ann Olds

Exit 33 from M13, right over M13 into Kassier Rd, left opposite Hillcrest
Pvt Hospital (Busamed) into Alverstone rd (D435). Meet at 13:45.
Entrance R30. Hike over grassland & through riverine forest, some game
viewing. BYO braai in boma afterwards for our end of year celebrations.

0836665630

Grade 3,
moderate 8km

Sun 11 Dec

Wilson's Wharf to Point Waterfront (Art Deco)

Jonathan Sampson

Jonathan will lead a walk around Durban pointing out some of our
architectural heritage, specifically the Art Deco Style. Visit the Durban
Holocaust &amp; Genocide Centre (North Beach); Warriors Gate at the
Old Fort &amp; Port Natal Maritime Museum (Time Permitting). There
will be a R40 donation per person. Bring some money for
refreshments/coffee along the way. Park at Wilsons Wharf (Boatmans
Road) to start walking at 8:00. Year-end social braai thereafter. Details to
be confirmed.

082 420 9577

Grade 1 Easy;
+10km

Sat 17 Dec

Durban Beachfront

Biff Maggs

Long weekend

Park in Pirates car park (please pay car guard) or at SunCoast parking.
Meet on Promenade in front of SunCoast Wimpy at 13:45 to start at
14:00. Walk to the Point and back along the canals at uShaka. Drinks at
Tigers Milk Suncoast afterwards.

0826099684

Grade 1,
but brisk

easy

Sun 18 Dec

Virginia Trails (Eston)

Jon Stevens

Long weekend

Magnificent setting surrounded by beautiful scenery — high sandstone
cliffs, deep valleys, streams and dams. Tracks are for MTB, trail runners
and hikers. Entrance R30. Meet 08.00 at Maytime to share cars or go
directly to Virginia Trails to start hiking at 09:00. On Google Maps it is
Virginia Farm and Trails. Petrol sharing R80. There is a snack bar for
sweets and drinks that uses cash or zapper. Booking by WhatsApp

0824591522

Grade 2-3;
+15km

Sat 24 Dec

Christmas Eve — no hike planned

Sun 25 Dec

Christmas Day - no hike planned

Sat 31 Dec

New Years Eve — no hike planned
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