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DURBAN RAMBIEWRS

THE C L U B.
|
! P. 0. BOX 1083, DURBAN.
| .,
i
! CHATRLIAN: * HON., SECRETARY: HON. TREASURER:
. CrHATRAN:

% Frank Voodwarad.
f Paone: 21651.
\ {Business)

| v

(‘ﬁ

SUNBAY ATH:

TUESDAY oTH:

SUNDAY 18TH:

EASTER CAMP:

Harsaret lioore.
Thone: 36676,
(Residence)

Bob Ferns.
Phone: 23511.
(Business)

FIZIURES FOR__ #ARCIE 195%:

*

To-day the spotlight is on CRCCODILE VALLEY, in
the Umgeni valley, with Lindie as the leading
light. Lorries will travel via the North

Coast Rosad. COST: 5[~.

&
Executive Committee lieeting at ilabgeret lMoore's

résidence, 37 Venice Road, !orningside, Durban,
at 8 p.m.

Lindie will lead us to [ZcPHERSON'S RAPIDS, in
the Cato Ridge area, lorgles travelling via

Pinetown. COsT: 5/-.

Mereh 30th, Blst, April 1st, and 2nd: -~ CATHEDRAL

NOTE:»

PEAIL; Full particulars in this regard will

be folnd on the enclosed Camp Circular. TPlease
give prompt attention to the form required by
Bob if you intend going to this Camp - the
closing date for names to be handed in is
Sunday, i.arch 18%h.

+

e
*

Unless otherwise statcd, all outings will start from the
City karket, “‘arwick Avenue, ;t 8.30 a,m.
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THE DURBAN RAIWUBLER.

FEBRUARY 1956:
VOL.:'Bs  NO. 2.

_ Qur thanks are extended to Jean Carter, Maureen Laatz
and Dennis Jachmann, who have provided the ingredients for this
month's Newsletter, and we also thank Frank I Hulley whose account
of the Canoe Championships makes 1nterest1ng readlng

IDKE TO iicINTOSH FALIS - FEBRUARY 5TH.
' by Jean Carter.

Seventy-two rather quiet neople set off in doubtful
veather and, as usual, enjoyed a fairly comfortable journey.
Maidoo's soon got thelr fortnightly "shake-up" as enthusiastic
Ramblers clamoursd for last minute lunch tit-bits.

- Arriving at the Shongweni turn-off we disembarked and
set off down the road to the accompaniment ¢f the Ramblers' Choir
led by Scotty and Co, It sounded very tunsful as we walked along
the road -~ the voices gradually fading into the distance.

. The two miles to the Falls were soon covered, and we
lunched at the Tapids a little further downstream. Before long
a small water fight raged and many unsuspecting viciims were soon
shiouting helplessly whilst water dripped down their necks. Others
; did the Jjob properly and found the pool below verj inviting, though
' colder than the sea. '

] Lindie's brew cams up to standard . and was enjoyed by all

‘ kaﬂzas we laughed at Basil's and Peter's anties on their wet rock slide.
P Soon, however, their rubber shoes proved too slippery and a more
suitable outfit was adopted. A Tew energeti¢ people scrambled
down the rapids for about half a mile, but the majority just lazed
arsund, toasting' thumselves in the sun.

A% 3 pum. we andod our way back to the lorries waiting
on the l‘ain Zocad, %o have an aqually pluasant though windy, ride
. back to town.

THE 1956 CANOE: CHAMPIONSHIPS: TIETEIARITZBURG ~ DURBAN.
by Frank Hulley.

On the morning of January 4th, forty-six canoeists
5athgred on the banks of the Umsinduzi ?1ver, at Alexandra Park,
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Pictermaritzburg, to take part in the annual South African
Championships. They ranged from callaw youths cntcring for theip’
first race, to grizzled veterans, %o whom age created no barrier

to the call of ths river, Hatal was particularly well rcpresented
with about 30 entrics, as ageinst a dozon entries from the Trans-
vaal, and one 'pair from Rhodesia. Tho skipper of this team was
Iartin Hilliar, a foundation membor of tho Durban Ramblers, now

in his 46th year. Another Ramblersffoundation‘mcmbor was ny

skipper, Stan Doan, who at 48 was the oldest competitor in the
racc., . ‘

“hile a éoodly crowd of onlookers gathered, the Raec
 Officials judged the boats, and T am proud to say that our boat

won the prize for the best built two-sgater, and Petor larriott

LA

“and his partnor ‘won the prizc for the best built singles, This

was signal victory for our Hingfisher Club. "/

Atter wishing us all ths best, the-Deputy llayoress sent

__us on'our way. Stan and T grabbed the lead right at the start,
© énd were holding our own against a strong challenge from tho

heodesian boat and onz from flaritzburg. For about two milcs

"things went well, and thcon disaster ovortoock us - we hit a

hidden spike on a submes rged troe trunk and put an 18" rip in the
fabric of our boat. Ve sald a few thines appropriate to the
occasion and then pullcd ashorc to mend the rip. Sixtoen minutes
lator we were back in the. racs, and thon started a long battle to
regain our lost time. = After. the long portage across the

Scwsrage Ferm and Campbell's Farm we werc lying 7th, and shortly
‘thercafter overtook another pair.  The rivoer was very low and

the boats kept striking snegs, but we managed to maintain a good
rete of progress. , :

. At about 1.30 p.mi, wo ncarly lost our bvoat in a rapid,
end I am sure thet had the boat not hcen so stoutly bullt we Y
would have becn out of the roece altogether., However, no lasting
demage was donc and we continued ‘onwards, By now Table Mountain
was looming largs on our port bow. The river beceme pbrogrcssively
shallow -and rocky until in the -end we "decided .thet we could mako
fester time on fdot, = Then only dié we rcally comc into our own.
Being Ramblors of long sxpericnée, ws found that carrying our 38

lb. canos was no hzrdship,, and we mainteined o pace somewhat okin

to the averege Amble pace.,  At.4 o'clock wo cut off the last bend
in the river and crossed tho ridge overlooking 'Duzi Bridge on

the road to Nagle Dam, and 27 minutes lator baddlcd past the
checkercd flag merking the end of the run for that day.

P

What o treat it wes to change into dry c¢lothes and
preparc a square menl, while discussing the day's run with other
compe titors who were reclly a grand crowd. Hever a moan was
heard, although many wore dogz-tired and sunburned, cnd suffering
from blistered feet. fcam by tcem thoy trickled in until by
about © that evening only three teams were missing - - they
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at full sprinting pace went flat out for the finishing line.

ylo covered this stroteh of about 11 miles in about 20 minutes flat.
Dog-tired, end cxtromely sunburned, we droeggod our boat out of the
water just over 24 travelling hours aftcr leaving ‘'Maritzburg,
thereby bresking the existing record by just over thrge hours.
Although we were 6th in order of afrival, we viere placed 3rd in
the Doublcs Class, which Chompionship was being -run in conjunction
with the main roec, =nd we now have a cup cech to0 commenoratc the
oeeasion, :

Although conditions were doeidodly grim from & candeing
point of viow, I can truly say I enjoycd the race, and am now’
looking forward to the next one.

S4B M B L0 ERER S0 s

o _ ticll donc, Frank - this wos some achicvenont, and we
hope you will do cven better next time.
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LEAP YZAR DANCE.®
by ilcurecn. Laatz.

" In defiance of thu oppressivs hoat end humidity of
Friday night, February 17th, 2 sizcable crowd of Ramblers ottonded
the Leap Yoar Danéc in the lovely mural-docoratcd Worwsgien #all.
Rog Bournes' Band uas in rttendenco ond provided excellent music.

_ Evcryone wore their hearts on their slecves, or if not
on their sleoves, then on their tics or drosses. Ilowever,
desplte thesc small crimson paper heorts, hondod out at the door
by Hoathcer and Potc, the Ramblorcttcs wors slow in cvailing them-~
selves of the unique priviloge granted to women {(unwed) by 'fary w
Zueen of Scots,. Mo cngegcments were announced, and no gallant '
presontations were made o rejocted spinsters.

Neverthcless, despite the lack of Loap Year Spirit,
the social went 9ff gaily. A "Bunny-hug" Dencc wes organised and
this onded, pceuliarly, in a 3totuc Dence for the last throe couples
on the floor. Telen Lastz and Rac Adrms proved to be the bost
steotucs nnd roceived their prizes amidst applause.

It beeams increasingly hotter as the ovening wore on
and the danccrs took their chairs out onto the lawn. Refrosh-
monts were scerved and then in no time at 211 tho Band struck up:
the last dancc of the ovening and we wero saying goodnight 7
rgoin at the end of anpther social. :

T g o ey
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MIKE TO VALENTINE TFAILS - TEBRUARY 19TH.
by Dennis Rachmann,

As Dickens might have written-it: "Sunday. Durban.
Rain." for many an eyabrow was raised to query the weather
forecasts.

By nine o'clock a full two dozon stalwarts had accommo-
dated themsclves aboard the truck; several néw faces were noticed
and we hope to sec them out again.

Buck had a hard time in drowning the lusty-voiced choir
whilst travelling to liaidoo's. There we were joined by the
Wrapsons, and Frank %oodward whom we welcomed back from abroad.

The rain had held off all this time, but after we had
left the truck at Gillitts, down it came to keop us cool. Led by
Lindie we completcd a scenic tour before arriving at the treeg-
l1ined dell with Valentine Falls at the far end. Although showers
fell cutside, in the picenic spot we werc comfortably dry. only
two hardy souls swam, but cven they appearcd to enjoy being out of
the water, .

Aftcr the sceond brew the return journey led through
tall wet grass until reaching the road woe were able to "de-tickn",

Bventually the truck was found, and wo settled down for
the homeward drive.

R

SCOCIAL WNEVS:

ve congratulate Jack and Sheila Blackman, and Pcter -
and Barbara Hournsell, on the small bundles the Stork deposited
with them rceently. Mind you, in Pecter and Barbara's cass it
wasn't such a "small" .bundle as their san and heir arrived
weighing 11 1bs.! I think we had better sign him on now for
"neavy duty' work at Camps!

During larch, both ilackie Fletehocr and Shirley Royce
will be sailing for the United FKingdom, Ve wish them Ron Voyage,
Happy Landings, and hope that they both have a whale of a time,
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TIZ DURBAH RAMBLERS ! CLUB.
OFFICE BIARERS FOR 1956,
I EXECUTIVE CONMMITTEE:
} CIlaT RAN: Frank “Joodward,
' VICE-CHATR: (AN Dynock Parr.
! C' BICRETARY: llargaret lloore,
3 TREASURER ; . Bob Forns.
: CALP CAPTATIN: Georgc “rapson.,
SNTERTATI BNTS
CHATRIAN liervyn Campion.
LUADERS @
f Chic?: Lindie Lindhorst,
| Sub-Leeders: Les Ryall.
‘ lick Thomas.
j 4 ORDIIARY Heather Hanry,

¢nnis Zachmann.
Dudley Saville.

P’w LA B R I T S,

f CENBERS T Rae Adams .,

== —===——___ Goorec Vrapson (Captain).
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W SITH:

/5 oyrrLENT:

RLLES ¢
CLOSING DATE:

TiE,  DURBAN -RAUGBLERS CLUR:

LDASTLR CAlTY 1956,

Crthodreal -Feek, “/interton.

30th llarch, 1955 to 2nd April, 1955 (inclusive)

roid-up Mombers -

) £5:..0,.0%
Visitors &

£3.12.6.

Lorries will lecve Durban (City lMarket Parking
Ares) on Thursday night (29th) at 8,30 p.m. SHARP.
Flcase ho therc by 7,45 p.m, ob-the 1atest, 1o
freilitrote the packKing fnd loading of the lorrics.

Situated nsar the river, away from the Hotel, in the
heart of gloriocus scenery with mountains near at
hand vaiting to be scaled by the enthusiastic
climber. There are excellent facilities for both
the hiker or the climber, and the less energetic
may swim in the numerous pools to be found in the
erystal-clear Berg streans. At nisht there will
be camp-Tire sing-songs, and anyone who is lueky
enough to own a ausical instrument is invited to
bring it along. Sa, come along and enjoy four
wonderful days in the open air at one of South
Afriea's mountain playgrounds, over 100 miles
away from Durban's damn coastal heat.

PLEASE MOTE that we are "campers", and thersfore
T uan, AF the Toitol ig not ot our disposul for
hatiing ond dancing. Snould ahyone bi found

transzrossins this rule, Gy will in faturs b

d_borr.d froa cttonding Crmps arrang.d by this Jlub.
Tt can be nighty cold in the evenings, especially
on our all-night jourrey to the Berg, so bring
along some wWarm clothing. You will need at least
two blanksts or sleening bag, and a ground shest.
Then there is your versonal kit {not forgetting
your razors, boye!}, wlus aug, plate, knife, rork
and spoon {(slecase see that these are marked wilth
FOUr name}. An o0ld raincoat and an extra pair
o7 shoes are aavisable as precautions, and don't
forget your swirming costume and towel.
“igase nots that all persons are responsible for
their own kit, so do stay with your belongings
until thoy arc loaded onto the lorries.

Unfortunately our numbers are rostrictcd to 60,
so "paid-upt newmbers will be given preference,
and visitors talken only if vacanciocs permit.
Kindiy Ffill in ths attached form and send it,
togethor with the full emount, to the Treasurer,
Bob ®erns, not later than Sunday, lMarch 18th.







