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MARCH 1966 - FIXTURES.
. }asda:,' 1st Executive Committes Meeting at Rob

Philp's home, 106 Chelsea Drive,
Durban North, at 8.00 p.m.

sunday 6th Table Mountain Hike, Nagel Dam area,
with Bob Ferns leadimg. Lorry
leaves market place at 8.00 a.m.
Members 50c Visitors 75¢

Saturday l2th Hawaian party at Roger Markham's
home, 3 Kew Avenue, Westville.
Further details to follow.

Wednesday 16th Photographic meet at Joan and
Det Sewell's home, J. H. White
Road, Pinetown, at 8 p.m. The

subject is "fountainsg” .

. ) Sunday 20th Srongweni Dam Hike with Lindy
e leading. Members 45¢ Visitors 50c
- Lorry leaves maTkeb place at 8.30
< a.m. w
APRIL.
Sunday 3rd Hippo Pool Hike with Rob Philp

leading. Lorry leaves market place
at 8.30 a.m. ;9{7/73.




& PERG IRIE.

On the 16th December, 1965 Vic Hodura, Colin
Regnard and Mike Yoods unéertook what proved to be
an interssting but somewhat exhausting trip, from
the Royal National Park Hotel via the escarpment
(Poor-man's Tibet) to the Cathedral Peak Hotel
. (about 60 miles).

fle left Natioral by 10 a.w. in chegerful moods.
Charming gapers wisted us luck. How uwe needed it!
By midday we walked into a summer storm which
stayed with us right to the oentinel Cave (6 bours;.
Naxt day the rain was replaced by strong winds.
Fortunately it was blowing most of the tire in the
right directicn and enabled us to reaci our night
stop, ¥bundini, in record time, jet prepelled so to
speak., The wind elso surcezded in drying on us the
wet clothing and boots that we had worn the previous
day.

Most of the Saturday we spent in by-passing
Umweni Cutback. How we envied the Basuto herdsman
_we met, his lack of problems and packs.

Our navigation was mada vaTy tricky .ien we
arrived necarer the @scarprent, as tiick clonds
totally obscured all landmarks., Tre whereabouts of
our objective, the Mponjvane cava, rerained to us a
60,000 dollar question and mystery.

Sunday was not the day of rast for wvs. Svn-
burnt and sore we pressed on towards the next objec-
tive, Twin Caves. Unfortunately, carried away by a
somfortable "mule" track, we followed it blissfully
past Twin Caves right to the Yeni Cutban~k. When we
aiscovered our error it was too late to go back, soO
we decided to piten our tent niext to a stresam, As
cur supply of Marsala gvaporated we found the night
rather long and cold.

On Wonday, after a few attempts, we found the
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Coclads Gully and came back to the Promised Land -
the Cathedral Peak Botel - very thirsty.

Vie Hodura.

“IRE TC K&A J,ETC 23. 1. 66.

When fcuvr or five tard{ souls gathered at the
market place on this fatefu morning the weather
gods seemed nite disposed to be kind to us, but by
the time the Grand Tea Room had been reachaa this
illusion had ben dispelled. The raln was coming
down and the grey skiss held forth no hope of
abatement. Put not discouraged we carried on our
way vith most of the company taking shelter under
the tarpaulin. Along the way and at Pinetown we
added to our numbers unti’ there wers twent y-one
taking shelter on the lorr;. - i

But at the pre-appointed spot along che Inanda
rc .0 the truck came to a halt, and resigned to our
fate ws disembarked and followed the large and
already mucdy boots of our leader further along the
road. and it rained. and we became wet. Exceeding
wet. But with fortitude we bared our teeth and
sloghed onwards. It became so pbad that some even
disecarded the cover of their anoraks and rain-coats
and braved the elements in their bear - I :ean bare
skins. Dainty little feet that had set out clad in
lovely white socks rapidly became lumps of mud, and
the white socks were no more. Where we went? Who
snows? Certainly not Z. Like Good King lienceslas'
sage I tred my master's footsteps, but lucaily it
was summer so that winser's rage had no effect on my
"hipodlsss coldly". Mind you, I wish I knew what a
"hloodless coldly was, decause 1 have sine=
jeveloped a rell of a cold, and I am becoming rather
yorried about the effects of rain on one's "blood-
less coldly".

Any~ay we pressed on ronardloss, and onen
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nearly caught a glimpse of a great view into Kloof
Gorge, but the mists closed tco quickly, or perhaps
I blinked at the precise moment that thsy parted.
There are some who claimed to rave saen hloof Tower,
but then there are people who claim that there are
Abdominal Snowmen.

After bashing arcund in the bundco fer & while,
with a minimum of stops, we forded a raging river
(just like Running Bear} to reach the lunch spot.
Lunch was eatsn in the m_.imum of time, and despite
the efforts of one braggart at lightin- a fire it
was a eoffee-less lunech, and then it was "onmard
sodden Hamblers". Finally when we reached the road
where the lorry was to collect us we were revarded
with a brief spell of sunshine which presanted us
with the ocpportunity to do a little clothes-drying
and to change sodden articles for that only slightly
damp clobber that we had been carrying in our
rucksacks.

ard finally, oh bliss, the lorry arrived to
transport darp bet net dstpensd hambisrs bacy to
Durban, Fome, kot kaths and wbisky. Cle.

"DInKL",

"Phis will be a short easy walk" was the
thought in several peopla's minds as we zet out for
Sotas Pool on 6th Febrvary, knowing that we werc due
back in Pinetown at 2.3C p,m. for the annval
General Meeting. There wer= tairty-one of vs aboard
the lorry and we were duly deposited at tre end of
Krantzview Road, Kloof.

Going downhill to the Molweni hiver was a good
test for '"lag-brakes" and I think most of us were a
bit shaky in the knees when we reached the flat and
followed the course of the river up towards Soras

»
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Pocl. 3igns™ef the racent heavy rains up-ccountry
were obvious from the fast-flowing river, which in
some parts had taken cver the path.

There was not a breath of wind in the sultry
hot valley wrich is the perfect babitat for dense
uvndorgrowth, and particularly the abnoxious wesed
Lantana. Jungle-bashing just wasn't in it!

Soras Pool was reached about 11.30 where most
of us sprawled out like crocodiles on the large flat
rocks, The more adventurous ones, however,-explored
further up the river and discovered a spot where
they could "swimn the rapids" - hence the origin of
the name “"Sor-as Pool".

At one o'clock we set off for the Great Trak
back, a bit of excitement being experienced by some
a5 traversing the river - at least it cooled them
off a bit! and then up, and up, and up, the side of
the valley. This was & test of endurance,
pa~ticularly for the less experienced. 1 picked up
a few tips from various individuals overtaking me,
such as "Walk on your tees", "Watch the ground",
"Ion't rest too eften or for too long at a time",
“hon't frick too much". Ret ander woorde, "Siow and
steady wins tihe racs"

Eob Ferns rad an vnfortunate expsrience after
re had missed the zatb, but luckily kis shovts were
heard not far away.

Eventuslly a% the top we all thoroughly
appreciated Mick McConnell's kind hospitality at his
home whare we enjoyeé most welcome refreskment.

MARGAKET.

THE ALIWUAL GFNERAL MEETING.

This was held at the Scout Hall, Lahco Derk,
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Pinetown, on the éth Februvary, 1966 at 2.30C p.m.

Did I say 2.30 p.m.? The meeting started at 4
o'clock, one and a half hours late, when a crowd of
dirty-looking Ramblers trooped in after a hike to
Soras Pool, which proved to be too long and stren-
wous for a day on which an Annual General Veeting
was being held. I should mentlon that the hamblers
in question were not any dirtier than usual after a-
hike consisting of up and down-hill walking,
crossing rivers and® bundu-bashing. They just looked
dirty by contrast with tnose who had not engaged in
any sueh arduous exercise that day.

The future generation of Ramblers was also well
represented, although they did not appear to have
any interest in the proceedings at this stage. To
crne side of the hall hovered a fearsore looking
pagle or falcon, with wings and talens outspread.
The only prey in sight was tha Ramblers, which he
ignored, perhaps because he was only s stuffed bird
suspznded from the caeiling.

With Viec Fortmann valiently brandishing cha lk
and manning the blackbcard to write up names of
candidates for the various offlces, the Chairman
and Secretary, Dymock Parr and Diane Harbcur,
proceeded with the business of the meeting.
Apologles were read out, the minutes of the prsvious
meeting confirmed, and the Chairman's report wirich
appeared in the last magarine taken as read. The
financial report was unfortunately nct available,
but was accepted subject to there being no great
variations in the figures of the draft report
submitted to the meeting. After this followed the
voting of honoraria to various members of the
committee, the appointment of the Club Auditor, and
the election of officers.

No contentious matters arose when the meating
was thrown open for general disenssion., There was
only one suggestion, whieh was made by Marge Parr,
who felt that there were a number of married
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members with children, whbo still maintained an

interest in the Ramblers.

These members coulfd

arrange to go out on hikes together with their

ehildren and these outings could
It was decided that the committes

the magazine.
would discuss this point.

be advertised in

After tl.e meeting was closed, all made the

most of a very good tea.

Those remaining after the

majority had gone tidied up and swept the hall, but
I don't think the Ramblers were responsible for the
greater part of the dust which flew up in clouds
before the ons aught of the brooms.

lG'.

LISI CF OFFICE BEA"ERS AKD COMMITTERS
TG,

E LCUTIVE COMITTEE..

CHATIRRMaN

VICE-CHAIRM AL

SECRETARY

TREASURER

EDITCR

WTERTAINVHEETS ChalRMal
PHOTOGRAPHIC CLATRMAR
CANP CAPTAILE

CHIEF LILDER
SUB-LE&DELS

CRDINARY MEMBEKS

Kobert Ferns

¥ichael Woods
Diane Harbour
Robert Booker
lichael Wigley
larlene Kubus

~ Wargaret Moore

Wac Rand

Lindy Lindhorst
Michael Woods
Michael Wigley
Dymock Parr
Joan Smith
Roger Markham
Robin Philp
Ton Vriend
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EDITORIAL COMMITTEE.

Dick Usher, Mavgaret Macartan, Vic Fortmann,
Kevin Claudius

ENTERTAINMENTS CCHMITTEE.

Joan Young, Roger Markham, Ton Vriend,
Vie Fortmarn, Diane Harbour
CAMP_COMMISTEZ.

Michael Woods. Ton Vriend, lisrlene Kebus,
Hoger Markiam, Bob Ferns, Vie Pammenter

PHCOTCGRAFETIC COkh GF.

Tt mas & wet and wisty night and maybe that is
why so few turned up for the last photographkic
meating which was krld at Gl=n Wessels' hore. Only
sixteen pecple attended and twenty slides were
entered ir ths competition, which was "Children
under the asge of twelve years'. There was very
little dif“srence in the points gained for the first
three positions. lMarge Parr came first, Crhris
Sehorn see-nd and Vic Hodura third.

Dick sh.r then showed some interesting glidas
he had taksn vhile down in the Cape. Chris followed
with slide: tuken of the camp at Richards Eay.

After that @ stopped for tea and what a levely
spread the @ was; those who did not come really
missed somuth.ng. Dozens of van der Nerwe and other
jokes were be died about and after a scmewhst long
break we suw :ome very interesting slides taken by
Glen's father

5C::PETITION SUBJECTS FCR 19%66.

March Mountains
Aprii General

N iy
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kay Birds, Animals and Insects

Juna Camp Life

July General

Auzust Annual Film Show

September water

Cctober Gengral

keovamber Sunrises, Sunsets and Shots
after Dark

Decerber Lo masting
===

“that hes barrened to all the photograrhers this
year? Com:: on, don't be shy, and enter your slides
in the monthly competitions. We are half-way through
our vhoto.rophic year and only one hundred and ten
clides have been submitte® so far, BEven if you only
start now you still stand . chance of win 1ng.

If you are a member of the Ramblers Club you
a° avtomatically a member of the photographic
section, so you ses everyons is welcome tno come to
the me.tings which are held on the third Wednosday of
each month. Not only is there a competition each
month, but other slides which members have taken are
also shown. S0 come along and have an enjoyable
svening, even if you have no slides to show.

=000 =——
The following are the points gained by members

for the nslf year towards the Fred Titterington
kemorial Trophyi-

Kg. of Points

slides gainzd

Frz=d Clark it 583,73

Charlas Smoeda 16 521.2

Kaec Hand 8 4?;.1
Vickey MoConnall g e 1
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ho, of Foints
slides gainad

Glen Wessels a 427.8
Vic Hodura 8 421.4
Joanmary Schorn & 249.7
Harry Tripe 4 248.9
“hris Schorn 4 243.5
Margaret Moore 4 2
Fhilip Gatenby 4 2C3
Joan Smith & 20C.2
Robert Booker 4 19
Leila Joyce 4 194
Brian Joyce 4 191
Mike Wigley 4 175.4
Adele Schorn 3 166.3
Rob Philp 2 91

S

Have you heard this van der Lerws joke?

There were Edrund Hillary and other chaps
climbing up Everest with their oxygen masks and all
the rest of it. Finaily, after much strr  ling they
reached the top where they found a bloke sitting
back in the snow wearing a palr of veldskoens and
an old hat. “Huilo," said Bdmund Hillary, "Who are

ou?" "Oh," said the bloke, "I am van der Yerwe."
tand what are you doing up here?" said Ldrund
Hillary. "Well you see," said van der Yerwe, "The

sergeant; he said to me to patrol the kopples, and
when the sergeant says patrol the kopples, I patrols
the kopples.

- .



ASTER CWEEK -ZND |
RalE 3 The Rhingd Hovn
Yes, it is time to start thinking\ .. L o
. about the Easter week-end camp., If T //

you would like to hazard a guess as
to where it will be, take a look at the
horizon behind the tent. Have you still

no idea? It is Drakensberg Cardens and 1t

is three yecars since we last camped there.
411 trat went then will be able to tell you
what a weonderful area it i1s. What better time of \
the year 1s trere to go camping in the lovely clear
air of the Berg? Tell all your frien's, cousins,
brothers and sisters to come (but no chiildren,| /”3g
please) and, most important, come yoursslves. Fur-l \»3

ther particulars about this camp will be appearing .
i, the next issue of the magazine, so keep a sharp look out. 4~ )
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EDITCRIAL.

1 would like to thank you for raving slected

me as your editor and I hope
you have placed in me.

I can fulfil the trust

To bring cut a good magazine each montk I need

articles, s0 please write up

the hikes you have been

on and send any other articles which you think may
be of interest te members. Fer instance, you could
write about your hobbids or some recent trip you
rave been on. A free Fike will be given to the
author of the pest article printed each month.

1 also need photographs, SO if you have any

that are clear and have been

taken on recent hikes,

please let me have them. For every photograrh
used 15c will be deducted from your hike feas.

Let me hear from you all, so that we can have
a magazine that will be of interest to everybody.

NEW _MEMBERS.

This month we wish a ve
following new members:
Joan Young
Colleen Dona
May you have many happy

WEDDING.

ry warm welcome to the

1ldson
nikes with us.

Qur heartiest congratulations to Charles and

Ingrid Smeda on their marria

e early in February.

o
b

We wish them every nappiness for the future.

»




