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. DURBAN RAMBLERS' CLUB.
CHAIRMAN: Rob Philp, TREASURER : John Scott
Fhone: c/o 835458(i1) Phone : 62647 (w)
SECHRETARY:Denise Philp EDITRESS: Gloria MeC.
'"Phone: e/c 835458 TPhone: 77267

POSTAL ADDRESS:
P,0, Box 1063.
‘g TULB.7/5:7 Bxecutive Committee Meeting st Garry
f!'. Rable's home, 2 Parkview Park Street
at 8:00 p.m.

8UW, 12/5 : Hike to Key Kloof. Lorries leaving Mar-
ket Place 8:30 and travelling via

Pinetown, Lindy leading.

3 MEMBERS: U45¢

VISITORS: 50c¢

§U#.19/5 : Super Tennis Tournament, Prize for
winaing couple. Details on page 7

#“ED.15/5 : Photographic Meeting at Chris & Adele
Schorn's home, 5 Xintyre,152, Clark
Road. Subject: Seascspes, (H1.B.Bring
your Esater Camp pictured two).

8UN:26/5 : Brand new hikel! To Humpty Dumpty Falls.
% ) Lorries leaving larket Place 8:30 sharp
travelling via Pinetown, Claude Arbler
leading., (Hillerest aerea).
MEMBERS: L5e
VISITORS8: 50¢

Wi ~END 'Berg Trip, This is a wonderful week-

31/5 -2/6  end hike from Champagne Castle to
Cathedral Peak. See page, 6  for
full details.
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", ..,put some more grass under this wheel
and then " If we ail push togetler it might
help the tractor a bit mnd mey just get the lorry
to move a little, and once it gets goiige....."

To many of us this was our introduction to
Drakensbers Gardens. After a trouble Iree
journey, the leorry had bopped down within a
aquarter of a mils of the canpsite 24l here we
stood in the black mud, 1. iacncs deep, witi uo
thought for the beauty that lay around us. .

[

We had slready decided taat wa would spend !f
Good Fridey woilowing ia tae mud, whea the
'besst' began to move axl a greet coeer rent
the early morning air. Thanks to Farmer Barry
Tod and his brove litile tractor we didn't spend
the week-end in the midils of the road, OF
course to add to our misery some dirty little
V.We rudely had sgeezed past, saooting jets of
liquid mud Crom tae ‘under sides oudt gepushed'

Well, here we are st ine carmsite and look
it's got everything. Level patehes here and
there for the tents; the river 20ft. from the
fireplace; a few trees to hide the pinkle Lenta
and provide firewood and a splendid view of the
'Berg. =

They say the permanent weather forecast
for the 'berg is anything from 'chrystsl fo oy
down right mucky'. Well, we had tihe lot. 1
At one stage wild winds fiercely tore at the
tents: sending the temperature plunging down
near freezing, 'There may be snow' sald the
cheerfull locals, and that night we all ghivered,
all except little Boy Blue??, who blew up his
lilc and slept in the hay in the back of a
little van. Then just as abrubtly as the foul
vieather had started, came two days of typlcal
"berg splendour,

F300inees
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A party o

tuelve had planned the ascent
of the Rhino -

now in the drakne ss before
dawn, I saWw & dowy Tigure move across to the
firenlace whore crzll toagues of Tleme licked
hungrily at #l: willow wood and at a pot that
stood over the metal grid. The Moon had vanished
over the ragged rim and the sky sbove was pale and
eolourless, 411 pature was hushed and seemed to be
waiting for the dawn. There were no sounds of
night birds - no breeze to ruatle leaves or swish

_grass - all was silence - save the gentls murmar
&nd splosh of the sfreams A pale light above

1 w¢ silhouette of the mountaine was Nature's
promise of a fine day.

The Hikers moved about the camp now, preparing
their breakfast snd packing thelr rucksacks. Cups
of hot eoffce werc dipped from a large pot and we
wished them a happy trip ....

And at Camp? There were long nikes, short
rambles and just carefree little strolls. Some
tried water ekiing and cthers watched and laughed.
gome read books while others fussed around tidying
up the kitehen or preparing for the next meal, A
few lay and basked in the warm gunshins at the
river's edge - lozily tossing pebbles with their toes
into the woier - no doubt dreaming of some uninhabited
igland in the South Pacific, And then there were

Jthe woods - a neat plantation of Plane trees with
ék-evcn carpet of yellow and Drown.

But 51l good things must come toc an end, and
reluctantly the folk stood around waiting to do
their last chores - thinking about the campfire
songs - the excitement of mirrors flashing mMEesSsages
from the Rhino and gazing at the majesty of the
mountsins or the patenwork field far below. All
of tnese were the dying embers of Easter Camp 1963.

CAPTAIN.




-l -
10 wihg LIGHTER SIDE' - BASTER Cri®

gome misinformed half dim wit,

Jubilating before this trin,

Revelled in the age old quip -

That half the fun (aclassic crack)

Wwas the getting there =nd getting back
ell let me tell you now, my bloke

vour sense of humour's not my Joke,

To put it bluntly asc a fact

vour theme of comfort 13 cuite wrong track.

Fiprsl there was one of us,

Then there were two 0l &8,

Then taere were 20 fools nore;
Dust covered Durban iamblers,
Laid out on the floor

Breathing clouds of swirling dirt,
Indian=Red from tail tu shirt
Grunting, coughing, politely curt,
Tili witih @ final bump =nd spurt,
ot holf a miie from camping ground
Ve spun and slithered part arouad
And on investigsting found
Ourselves, suad ia & wuddy mound.

Blessed are tne hay cerriers aad lorry
pushers, for they shall be splattered in
mmd and die from over-exertion , so early
in the morning.ssecaes

And alter breakfast , helping hands,
Gethered woods from silty sands,

or dug 2 hole or raised somé tents
Or like the majority of gents,

Gave orders to appear busy

In case anyone was quizzy.

And me? - I breathed the fresh cool breeze
Leant against the willow trees -

And gloried in the mountain range

Rising sharply - barren, sirange

To foreign eyes

What great pesks beyond therz rise

o/
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('On the lighter side' - contd)

Put coming down tn wundons thingas,

A well aimed clod of dirt sure brings

Me back to jobs at hand ---——

Hold this pole; Mind that hoel; Where's the
rope; Clottish dopel; Tie & knot -
Vnat,..? Dig a drain; Expecting raing;
Your advice isn't nice; Hell man ; Seram]

Blessed are those who hold ropes,

* Behind boats,

For they shal. receive
A mighty spoosh
In the moosh,

Silence in the Court,

Seotty wants to sport,

A murder plot was then evolved

And by the intellindentsia - scolved??

No grub at camp went out to waste

In fact it highly improved in taste

Wit: Ramblers using the salad basin

To wash their dirty face in,

Just a minor point to ponder

Could many eat at all

The 'pinkle literature' decreased

At rates that did appel - Only the truck re-
mained unmovedll

P""Who'a everybody cheering forg"

{3 cheers - encore, encorel)

AV WY e e = Some guy who's allegedly done more,

Claing he came up a day before,

Ordereq grup at a trading store - lent the
bosa an odd axe and saw ----

Hell, mam I'm not really suré....anyway"....
It's = pit of a spree
This camping, free,

KIWI




“Necer could understand whnt they see in them
_ erosscouniey hikes”
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TRANS-BIRG HIKE (a;prox: 36 miles)
WEEK-ZND : 31/5/63 to 2/6/63

This is = wondsrful opportunity for the
really fit to go on one of the most interes-
ting and beautiful trips in the Drakensberg
(=ll on foot).

The trip will be from CHAMPAGNE CASTLE
to CATHEDRAL PEAK along the Contour Path,
‘Mhe first 20 to apply will be o
accepted (unfortunately a trip like this i
has to have limited numbers). If possible
gll MEMBERS applying mist arrange own
trensport to the 'Berg.

DETAI g.

10 members proceed by car to CATHEDRAL
PEAK area and 10 proceed to CHAMPAGNE CASTLE
area and start the walk from their reapective
ends - meet in the middle, exchange motor
car keys end then continue and at the end of
each 'section' take the cars back to Durbaen.

A meeting will be held by Garry Rabie
gonvenor of this trip, as soon as the party
has been made up, to ascertain departure
timee etc. go telephone Garry at 25248
after 6 p.m. for application.

Packs anpd sleeping-bags only to be used 4
on this trip - these to be provided by members -
themselves but food will be bought through the
Club - An entry fee - the amount to be decided
at the meeting - wil: be cnarged (to cover cost
of food).

An average of sbput 10-12 miles per day
will be walked so there will be plenty of time
for photography and general admiration of the
SCENATY «..+..50 don't delay ....'phone Garry
Rabie as soon as possihle.




PLEASENOTE!!

1
C., A ,N ¢ E L L AT [V}
T T T I T . -

WE REGRET THAT OWING TO TEE SUDDEN VERY COLD

Lth, May,1963
I

4P I THE WEATHER AND LARGE ANOUNT OF WORK
EITATLING THE ORGAVIZATION - THE WALK FROM
TIRT:RIARIT BURG 70O DURBAN HAS HAD TO BE
EOSTPONED TILL LATER IN TEE YEAR.

i + ok o+ okt

_19/5/63 _ TENNIS TOURNAHEN 19/5/63
Even if you havn't touched a racuet in

years don't let this put you off joining in the

fun - all players are welcome, If you can

hit a ball then this day is for you and funl!

VENUE: BEACH COURTS (Come ia the main
gate
DATE: SUNDAY (All day) 19/5/63

DETAILS: Only doubles will be played and you will
be 'meeded' according to the length
of time sinece you last played - all
very scientifie!! And prizes for the best!
TIME: Please get to the courts at 9:00 a.m.
SiARP.

T0OD: Bring your own lunch or if you like

there is & tea-room right at the courts
where lunch can be bought (pies etec.)

PRICE: There will be an entry -fee of about
20¢ (depending on number of people
entering)
LET US KNOY SOON AS YOU CAN IF YOU'RE
COMING. '"THONE Mick McConnell - 77267 (after
4:30 p.m.)

PIReEPREOVPREPP




YODE TO A NIGHTING WiND"

An evening at the Ambler's House

Our Hosts of course were Claude & Spouse,
Many Raucous Ramblers came,

In ecars and mokxes I will not nsme,

In merry mood were these jolly Tolks,
A-drinking beer and sipping cokes,

But before the fun and leughter had

The 'trap'had been set by our Hoat - the cadl

Never so shrewdly had a trap been set;

Measured precisely in a burett

For those poor devils I 4id not know, Ve
The North i1l wind wse sbout to blow, d
Nobthing could help their miserable fete

the lave in s helleva state!l

As brass as bold our host stood up,
"411 go now or you'll Spoil your supp'
A murmuring chatter through the crowd ran,
of how to empty or Tlush the pan
Caught us he had - our crafty host
'Try Fixit' cried one 'we hove it on toast',

The Brasivieis was had by & venturesomec folk
Consuming large gquantities of sausage and coke,
Then dancing began on a lively note,

And jokes of course I dsre not guote!

One was told in Xiwi style,

By a daring young lass from Northern Isle
Saint Patrick 1 think it was who said,

Wever take your Kangaroo to bed? =4
The girls looked lovely - a refreshing sight te
see -

The men looked gomething like dregs of tea,
Except of course Scott Ambler Philp and Self,

No wonder the others are still on the shelf,
Then the gucsts went home all bursting and merry,
With grateful thanks to Claude and Terry.

"oNp, Pixit"
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; < EETING . 17/L/63

Was ever a2 meeting started with such reluctance
becau=e more than nalfl Lhe people present were very
buo, =~ ta s ™er-efTevte of a certain
conmmana ' : o had nretty prevalent st
Easter g, .t v, don't let anyone tell

you only woaen ike discussing their silmente -

the men were just as ghoulibhly descriptive,

= The mundane highlights of the meeting over
@R wit. and the cospstition began. And what compe-—
tition!! There wore sbout 20 odd entries -
all most interesting as all the favourite 'Noonos
and Aniv~7s" wers Srotted out, The results were

first conre and'Cat'  and second Margaret
Moore 40, -+ 54 e o2t and third Garry with
his Osie. W i« sur. we had to give to our Host
with his little Sguirrelll,

Oh woe is us aad all other such saying R

Unfortunately tea and sll that Jazz ended guite
early so our Host 'OPFERED' very .orsistantly
that he had some 609 slides or so that we might?
like to see, The doors being locked berors we
were unabl - to es.cps 50 had no option but to
BiL ijpeougs then (Vhe vathroom and Loo became
QUILL pe—uian dasd hiwe A Noanita add
the moans we inen proceded to enjoy a good
laugh at oid ¢l i0es and lots of ton yesses' from
various male members as 'ex' girls-friends
‘goopoed up 0.1 the ascreen, That Langlois Man who
Wwas vresent at this meet got the most ‘oh yegses'
and Val learnt a lot more about 'innocent little
Garry'.

If you happen upon a Rambler walking with his{
her head on one side then you know they were at this
meeting as 'owing to teennieal hitehes beyond
our control! we had to look at sbout 20 alides
sidewsays. )

Tet's face it, if we do nothing else in this
elub we do have our little giggles, what?9y

'"LOPSIDED!
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KB MEMBERS.
This month we bid welcome to Miss liyrtle Ryan
and hope she will enjoy being with us.

- - - . . - - - -
HATCHLRIZS, DL3°4TCHZERIES
AlD CATCUARTES,

Lots of happiness to Joy Dreyden who became
engaged this last month., Cogratulations, Joy
please bring the 'intended' out 20 we can meet
him!} t4 ]

Best wishes to Joan Paige snd Dave Rees who became
man and wife last moath, lsy your vurse, pram and
pantry never be enmptyllyd

O T S S S
SATeA 5. 3CIAL FIATURE,

(Exelusive to Rambler's Mag. only)

Just think, pirls we sctusily have two of our
very own heroég right in ocur -idet! Heil Qellierman
and Don Young boosted the Club's moral last month
and helped and were largel.” responsible for getting
two bode®out of s tight spot ou the Kloof Gorge.

Niee work you two, (You too can hsve muscles like
them if ybu come out hiking more regularly - dig!!
te the lazy members we havn't seen Tor ages.)

L] - - - - . . 3 - - - - - e -
Editress' Tiht Corner:

There's plenty toc do this month for everybody
so please don't let us down. Try and sunport at
least one function. The poor old Com ittee works
hard to give you all a full month, so get out
your diaries and take notes like erpzy, msn.

I don't think you guys like pictures in the
magazine 'cause I havin't received any, e.cept a
couple from ONE source aad tiis is liable to dry
up just now - so get cracking, yo. bud.ing Beetons.

L T S R T
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