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DURBAN _RANBLERS' CLUB.

CHATREAN: lilckie McConnell  TRES: 'Geoffrey Black
Thone: 77267 (home) Phone: - 878409 (home)
SECRETARY: Denise Philp, .
Phone: 835034 (home) P.0. Box 1063
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NOVEMBER 1962 - Fixture List.

SUMDAY: 4/11 Hike to Nwabi Summit with Gary
. leading. Lorry leaves kiarket
f') Place at 8.3Q, and proceeds vlia
Pinetown. :
REME :  45c
VISITORS: * 50¢

TUOESDAY: /11 B-xecutive Committes,meeting at
Gary Rable's flat - 2 rarkway,
Park Str. Commences at 8.00.

SUNDAY :18/11 Combined hike with the Pieter-
e maritzburg Ramblers to Shelter
- © Falls. Lars will leave the
. N karket Flace at 7,45 a.m. and
travel to Howick, where this
~delightful hike begins. We are
to meet at the Falls Tearcom at 10am,
1FIBERS aND VISITCRS: 75c.

EN?NESDAYzzlfll Photographic meeting at vargaret
. : Mocre's home = 37 Venice fRd.,
: * Durben. The sgubject for the
* compatiticen is 'General', and the
meeting commences at 8.00.
.—O—D-'o-o-u_o-_o_
ANNUAL AMBLE 1583,

The executive committee are considering the
introduction of an entrance qualification for the
Annual Amble. This will take the form of a set
-number-of hikes to be attended by the member
during the ysar prior to the amble.
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HIKE TO RAVEN'S RIDGE, 23/:/o2.

This Sundey the weather smiled on us mogt
favourably and we could'nt have wished for a more
pleasant day for hiking. Cur cheirman Jjoined us
at Pinetown much to our surprise, and we oruiged
along in the lorry to Winston Park. e begart
hiking in the dappled shade of a beautiful avenue
of plane trees, and then mede our way along the
ridge overlooking the valley. Hers we were Jjoined
by Terry and Claude and their two dogs. After
following the ridge for some way we began "to wend
our way down into the valley. When we stopved
for a rest halfway down one of the g & showed ug
the ideal way to cool off, He simply 'lay down in
the middle of a little stresm and gloated over us
perspiring humens. Our path lay through a
plantetion for the rest of the way, and we stopped
for lunch at & shady spot beaide the stream. One
of the dogs was promptly. transformed inte a water-
baby, and rompetl around in the waeter continually,
occasionally launehing himself from the bank
with a mighty splash. e were all kept amused by
his battle to the death with a menacing looking
stick, which was floating in the stream,

We had more than enough time to lazily thrash
outr the solution to many of the world's problems,
and the afternocon hush was only shattered once
when a snakg was seen to be swimming towards
where some of the girls wers relaxing. Our
intrepid snake catchers”Gary and Glen soon put
an end to the snake's terrorist activities, and
we could relax once again. ufter a reviving
brew we began our Pleasant walk back along the
bAnk of the river to the harianhill Honastry,
where we were met by the lorry, ' :
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" WOPERATION % 7/10/62.

It was 9 o'clock on ®u cloudy Sunday morning
ud Ramblers were still hanging around the market
olace. Tere we going,or not? Yes we were off four
in one car and two in another. Was that all you
tnight well ask? Oh well we hoped to be joined by
more hikers at Pinetown, and here our party was
in fact increased by a further five pioneering
spirits. ..fter a long discussion as to what we
should do, we eventually set off in twoc cars
arriving at liolweni .Supply store shortly after
ten o'ciock.

By this time the glouds hsd all disappeared
and the sun wes blazing down on:us, and there
wes not even a breath of wind 4o relieve us.
wfter a short walk we arrived at the edge of the
Umgenl River valley, where we had some fine views

~of the river, and of Topp's needle. Aifter
-firally deciding which way we should go, we set
of! along the top towards Topp's needle through
optn. country with clumps of indigensus trees
dotted around making it a very pleasant walk. as
we were walking along there waes a ory from.the
back of the line, ™ Here's something for a mag.
-Itls &’ tred doing handstands”. ks no one offered
tc carry it back we had to leave 1t behind. |

On arriving at the shop mear Topp's needle
we all wens in to cool off. &t this peint Mike
who was™nt feeling too well decided to turn
round .and go home, )

Near the top of the crack Glen cems across &
Black-necked Cobra, which he got rid of in no un~-
certein memner. The scramble down the srack then
began with cries eof "lon't dislodge the rocks"
coming from sll sides. Soms way down the crack
Dymock suddenly found his way blocked by another
Cobra. Glen dealt with this one as weli, and so
we were able to carry on. Near the botiom 1t
became too steep so we had to turn back end go on
round to Topp's needle. From there we dropped
down to the Umgeni river. Cont. on page 4.




Operation X 7/10/cB. Cont.

Feeling very hot and tired we eventually
reached the river at about 1 o'clock, No time
was wasted im going in for a swim, bub e found
that the water was a blt too warm to be
refreshing. . :

Lfter ‘lunch and a very welcome rést we set
off back to the cars by way of “the Dolomlte
staircase. By the time we reached the staircase
the clouds were coming up-again, and this mede
the climb @ lot mors pleasant. Back at the
store some of the pariy found some little
puppies sheltering under an old lorry.

Back into the "cars, and sa on back to
Durban, arriving ther with some daylight to
apare, .and so ended another very enjoyeble day.

ERTH.
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TRELSURZ EUNT. 13/10/62.

-

The Treasure Hunt proved to be a great

success, and a large crowd gathered at the
liarket place At 6.30 Dena’

Thete wab & mad seramble for ignition keys
which had been jumbled up together, and then we
were swa¥, complete with instructions, towards
the 'Villa Grey', and along Umgeni Road with a
stop at the 'striking factory' to find a clue.
Meanwhile we were also expected to muster &
bikini, and a bottle of sea water among other
thihes. 7hen we hBd gathered as many of these
as pogsible, we.were off once again on the old
main rbad to Umhlangs Rotks, Tinding clues
at intervals along the way. ¥rom Umhlanga
Rocks our route became moTe devicus, and we
had to keep our wits about us. #hy I wonder
did I alweys spot the clues when we had already
lett them in the dust? After Teversing frantic-
ally we ususlly maneged to pick up the lost
trail. Our way now lay through the suger cane
*in the light of the silvery moon', Cont.page 5.
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Ireasure Hunt. Cont.
I was becoming se-confused at this stage that 1
could’'nt help wendering whether we should land
up at 3tanger, or back in Durban. ell it turn-
gd out te be Mount Edgecombe, and after counting
lamp posts for dear 1ife we proceeded on in the
direction of Stanger until we turned.off the main
road Into the cane once agesin, to find ourselves at
.the Frager's, end st the end of the trail. How
welcomg the breazivleis and the delicious spread
was, as by this time we were all feeling peckish.
Unfortunately iike “igley was very much delayed by
a mizhap, but he very gamely went on to complete
the hunt, and joined us as soon &8s he wus able.
Meil Oellermann ard Clive Witherspoon tied for 1lst
place, and wers called upon to have a race to see
who could change a wheel the fastest. .Jeil was
the winner, and after all his hard work really
deserved his prize.

The entertainments committee-are to be con-
gratulated for this most enjoyable and success-
ful evening. -

XXX T ETITT I LTI LR
PHOTO3Re.cHIC wEETING. 17/i0/ui.

Tue meetirg this month was held et iFlke
Castleden's home in Jestville, end 18- members
attendeds As Rob Pailp will be sway next year
a new Chairman, Chris Schorn, was elected, and
ndele agreed to cuntinue as Secretary.

The subject for the competition was 'Cheese-
cake and portraiture', gnd once again llargaret
tioore swept the boards with Ist, 2nd and 3rad
places. Her winning ‘slide of a Rambler taking &
shut-eye on & hike aroused much mirth. e were
provided with a delicious tes, for which lMike and
his Tawmily are to be thenked, and the evening was
rounded off with e number of miscellansous slides.

TEXXXAXAXAXELXLIXXX XX XXX
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WLasg _FALLS. 21 10/62.

It was cloudy and decidedly cold when we
gatherad at the liarket place, and when by ©
o'clock there were stlll only 12 of us we set
off in the lorry for Pinetown, where 9 other
hikers joined us. As we bumped along the road

" to Georgedale, Glen, who was ridins on the
bumper cf his car was very nearly laassced by

" our gallent 'cow punch' Philp. Better luck
next timg Rob.

By the time we reached the station the
prospect of welking was a welcome one, as
we were feeling rather cramped after our long
ride. ‘“ithout wasting any time we set off,
past the stere on the track to the church and
school. Then we cut off across the hilltops
towards the river glinting in the distance,
and the top of the falls. From here we
scrambled down the path just around the corner
from the actual falls. By now it was very
pleasant as the sun was shining, and we picnic=
ed on the beach alongside the one fall and not
on the rocky slopes. Scon a game of baby's-
ball badmington was in full swing on the gand,
and when the teams grew tired of this they
roped in the girls to play touch-rugby until

-it was time to adjourn for lunch. after this
diversion the lunch spot emptied as everyone
acattered to explore downstream.

A1l too soon 1t was time to make our way
back along more or less ths seme route. ‘'hen
we reached the lorry the sky had clouded over
again, and it promised to be a cold journey
back. Gary and Rob succeeded in breaking the
menctony of the trip by striking up an
acquentence with 2 'dolls’., who were travelling
in & mini-minor behind the lorry for some
distance. Unfortunately just as they got to
the stage of exchanging telephone numbers by
meang of a wvivid sign language- the lorry stop-
ped for a moment, and the mini was past us in
a flash. Never mind you two you still have
that phone number.

1)
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PHOTOGRAPHIC __COMPETITIONS.

For those who may be interested I am including
here & list of the photographic competition
subjects for another year,

November 1962 General slides.
Januasry 1963 animals and insects.
Februasry - General slides.
harch Flowers and gardens.
april . seneral slides.

Lay Seasenpes. -

June General.

July Camps and hikes.
Lugust General.

Ssptember iArchitecture and
¢ structural.

.
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LUITRESS'S  CORMER.

Uear Ramblers,

ol As I posted ths bundle of
megazines last month T could'nt help wondering
how many arc thrown away unread, and how many
are tossed gside unopened to gather dust some-
where. Iy thoughts turned in this direction
because, although we send out over 150 news-
letters each month, our average attendance on
hikes .hovers between 20 and 30, and on one hike
recently only ten members took part. '

Last month there was only one new member to
welcome, and this month regrettably none. Thus we
have to rely more and more on present members to
‘support their club. There are so many members
who have not been out hiking for momths, or even
years, and whet an adventege it would be to the
club if some of them joined us once again at a
hike or social. It is the initial effort of re-
joining in activities after a long absence
which is the hardest part, but surely if some-
thing is worth its salt, it is worth the effort.
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Editress's corner. Cont.

I know how much I look forward to hikes, and
how wonderful it iz to enjoy healthy exercise
" simply for enjoyment, and not in any spirit of
competition. One can relax completely on a
- hike and return h¢me dusty and weary, but
_contented. ;

Schorn.

New of Ramblers. g : . '})
Congratulations to Joy Dryden, who has done
'very well in the Eisteddfod. = ;
By the way as you will see I heve'nt much
for this qolumn, s¢ 1f you hazve any news of
Ramblers overseas, or in other parts of the
country, plesse pass it on to me.
i Ed.

FLASHBLCKE TO 1957. =

*

From the April number in our files comes this
interesting recipe:

It's here the greatest food discovery since
the Ferns Bros. produced their Explosive Baked
Beans. It's sludge. Spelt S-1-ULGE. Formula
evolved by & team of gourmets on a recent Berg
Irip, tried and approved in the heart of the L )
Drukensberg. Here it is: )

I .rewicnts: 1 pkt. Tomato Scun.

1 unt. Ouion Sous.

1 tin Bully Beaf.
2 pints river water.
s . 1 mug red wine.

. kethod: Mix Ingredients in a rusty billy.
Boil over a fast flame, in the dark, kicking the
Billy over at freguent intervalas. Slosh
liberally when serving- Serve for dinner, or
breakfast. Keep a sample for enalysis at inquest,
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