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CHAIRMAN: HON. SECRETARY: HON. TREASUVRE:;-E
F. C. WOODWARD MARGARET MOORE DUDLEY SAVI ros)
PHONE 2-1651 (BUSINESS) PHONE 36676 (RES IDENCE] FHONE 21353 {(BUSINES!
P.O. BOX 1043,
DURBAN.
FOUNDED 1932

FIXTURES 'FOR OCTOBFR 1955:

2 T 2DAY 18T Come along yousclf -and bring your frienis
to our ANUNUAL DANGE rt the Vidstville Town Hall
from 8 p,m, until midnight. Should you be nblc
to offer, or &Tsc roquire, tronsport, ploosc
note Page 7 of ‘attcched Mewsletter .-

. COST: 15/- double.

OULHAY 2ND: Cemp Committec LiuCt%ing ot Robin Dolton's
' resicence, 17 ‘fincdsor Avenus, Vestville, ot
8 p.m. Ploass meot at Roved & Championts,
enr. West ond Gordiger Streets, ot 7,30 p.m.

TUISDAY 4TH: Zxccutive Committeeo Iteting at% Robin Dolton '«
resiceneeo, 17 “iindsor Avonue, Yestville, at & P.m,
Pleasc mect ot Recd & Champion's, enr. 'fest =na
Gordincr Strects, ot 7.30 Dialile

SATURDAY 8TH ’ Comp ot CRIBI GORGE. Sce soporate
T0 'CWDAY 10TH ¢irecular nttached For all details.
I9CLUSTVE : COST: IEMBERS: £2,5.0.

VISITORS AND NON-PATD-UP LiEMBERS.: £Z.10.5.

DURBAN RAMBLERS CLUSB

SITDAY 23RD: Colin is leading the hike to-Cay to BOULDZER

POOL, in the Nloof Gorge. COST: ™ 4/-.

— . ———

TIDER: YWe have beon invited by our Picternoritzburg counter-
orirts to visit them over the wockend, 5th and &th Movember,
further deteils will appear witli next month's Mowsletter, bus
in bLe meantime Ikecp this weekond in mind,

contact Largoret lloore (36676) betwecn 6 - 7,30 P.le in thc
Svenings: - )

FOUND Viill anyone missing cithcr of the following plensc

() Lizht blue jerscy found on lorry after hike to Shongweni

Dan,
(b) -7 tic left in the Forvegion Heli ofter tho Faney Dress

Danew

NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, ail outings will start from the City Market Warwick Avenue, at 8.30 a.m,

ot ot : 7 5
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THE DURBAN RAMBILER.

SRPTLBER 1955: , EDITOR: HARRY THORSEU.
VOL. <. WNO. 9, PHONE: 20845 (Day) .

With Harry's absence on a Berg trip, the Newsletter this montlh
liws been helped along by econtributions from various members. Vie
thank Delen and llaureen Laatz for their fine write-up en "The Orowve"
weeksnd, and llurgaret lioore for her article on the hike to N 'wabi
Summit. Yo trust Ho.ry is still in one piccc and is enjoying his
trip.

FULL HOUSE ON OSHONGWENTI DAM HIKE.
e’ Sunday, August 21st.

Bighty-three members and visitors presented themselves at tho
Market to-day and somehow managed to squeezc themselves onto the
two lorrics. The Tenrys' party the night bofore was partly
resnonsible for the late start.

<

Y'e stopped at the Shopgweni turn-off to dron Scotty, who was
going to "hitceh"™ back to Utrecht. It was good to be on the
Shongweni Road again, with its wettle forests and deppled shadows.

Leoving the lorries we hiked down the loang slopc to Dolvilleo
wood ttation, and then spread out in a long sazako winding betweon
the hills., It was a long tremp 2long the country road and the
vsld lookcd very dry and dusty, screaming out for rain. From
time to time there were tantalising glimpses of the Dam. Suddonly
the ground dropped away and thoe wholc cxpanse of watcer gleamcd
buefore us - suraly onc of the most improcsive sights the Rrmblurs

- VLI COMG GCIross. From there it was an snsy hike to the Dem.

-,

S

As we passed the picnie spot the Durbon "gapers" gogeglod -t
! us, o wondor - eighty-three Ramblors cmergod from the bush
and tromped stendily onwarde.

4t our usual lunch spet we found thy strecam very ompty but
made oursclves comfortablg on the bvank. The large attendoneco
imposcd a big strain on thu tea supplics, but thore was plenty
%o g2 around. -

Aftcer lunch the trouble-makcrs got busy. Considering the
smnll amount of wator, it was surprising how wet wo bocame.

A porty set out rock-climbing. Fortificd by the thrent,
"If you pecl, you go in the river", most nanaged to complate o
fairly difficult climb. However Dymock fell from 15 ft.,
but bofore he touched ground he was cnught and dumped bodily in
the rivor.
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Vie packéd up early in order to visit the water-works, Vie
explored the léng, dark tunnel through the Dam wall and I don't
know what happened to the newer Ramblerettes but screams echoed
from one end of the tunnel to the other. Emerging into daylight
we watched some daring young men climb the iron ladder up the wall.

Soon it was time %o he off. The "gapors" watchead us c¢limb
on%to the road again. The inevitable Stragglers could not stand
vhe pace and werc left behind I'm ashamed to say I was one of
tucm, With some navigation and muich luck we found the lorrics,
rlready jam-packed, but five of our number were still missing so
onc lorry set off to look for them. - T don't kndw whe re they
oroposed to put the five when they found thom.

" The weather was wormer, so the journsy back provead dquite
rleoasait. ' One lorry reached Durban carly, and the other an hour i
later with springs creaking under its loand.
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FANCY DRESS DANCE AT NORWEGIAN HALL.
by Ghandi.

King Neptune, complete with trident, was waiting at the door
to groet the revellers at the Faney Dress Dence on Saturday, 27th
August. L SR i

There were even strangsr sights inside: Ghondi danesd with
kinnic Mouse, and Claude looked rocsonably feminine in his
Vietorion bathing costume. Lynnette, in similar attire, was cven
morc so. Rae Adams, in war paint and reelly tight "tights", madc
o fearsome Indian Brove. The medical profession was represcntced
by Sheila and Rob Philp, in long white coats, complote with forceps
and stothoscopes, Margaret, with straw bulging from hat, wrists, )
nock and ankles, complcte with orange-pecl false teeth, would hgws
scarcd every crow for miles.

Carol and Angela, as Gipsy Lady ana Valentine, managed to
¢ombine beauty with their costumes, On the other hand, Geory
dropped twenty years off his age and came as a bonny but goosc-
flcshed baby, Joan Christian was an Advocntg called to the Bar,
~nd husband Stan, an Aleoholie who had boen to the Bar, Brian
Clerk, disguised as o Golliwog, had everyeone guecssing.,

te wWill long remember the sight of Terry Ogle in bowlér hat,
tcil coat and with moustnacho - Chartic Chaplin lived again.,
Iven Howell really looked the part of ~ cut-throat Latin Seaman .
Vickxcy came as Mick Thomeas, The Ferns brothers had us knee
dscp in used flash bulbs,

e <.i:ucr;;;wr_§§\£ﬁ W .
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The Pzrndo was the highlight of the cvening. The judges
/7 lookcd ot goch other, scratched their heods, muttered quictiy,
/ rnd bvbntu .11y announccd the winncrs. ' .
’ ‘ Dudlcy snd Lynncttsc won thu Prize for the bost got-ousb
couplu (thgu wes boefore Dudley's costume split at the scags).
Gl:dys Zoss, as liinnic liouse, descrved har Prize, snd Reoe
corricd of f the best mnle costune Prize. .
Aftor the Parndc 1t looksd cven more funny. Claudc shed
his wig cnd his hoir stuck up s nueh as over; Charlic Choplin
fodncd e fow curves horo and thore; Ghandgi's shoet gugged
ominously, and l.orgnret gratefully disposcd of the falsc tooth
~nd strov. .

A — Tho f151 decorctions Henther nnd her Committece had put up
lont o gny otmosphorc to the Hell, The entering was very good,
~nd o 1308t cnjoycble cvening was had by nll who nttended tho
Daned,

WZEEKEND AT "THE GROVE",
by Helen and :laureen Laatz.

Ah! "Thas Grove" - what a wonderful time we had, Carioa
of five or six people left Durban on Saturday morning, Septe‘ber
4rd., %o travel through the dry, and in rlaces fire-blackened,
veld, on the way to llool River, to be joined later by the less
foxtuqate morning workers.

Approximately R5 people partook of a déelicious luncheon at
"The Grove", during whiech speculations were raised as to how.and
‘_,wny Bob dbrn s car caught fire just outslde ‘‘estville, Despite
; the fire, Bob and his passengers arrived safcly, if somswhat
b holatedly.

During the aftornoon some neople played tennls, constantly
bar:acked by speectators who were listening to a broadcast of the
: Third Rugby Test on a vortable radio. The Lions having gained
! the victory, Frank Woodward, Keith Baker and Beb Foerns, thelr
; ardent supportgrs, were thrown willy- nllly into the cold, half-
fillcd swimming pool

Soon it wes time to join in the fray for a bathroom, and it
wog only wanting half-an-hour to dinner when the lorryload of
about 20 people arrived amidst a eloud of dust and muech cater-
wonling.,

After dinner wc strollied down to the large, up-to-datc dancc
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Liell whicre we ccd to records and the piano-playing of Mervyn
Cempion until the long-awaited Band arrived. vic then ecirclcd

the floor to the rustic music provided by the musicians on the .
picno and Hawasaian guitar. During one of the riotous Psul Joncs'
littlc Gladys found a partner her own size in Joekéy Joc Burns,

It would bo hard to say with any aceuracy vwhat time the Ramblors
cventunlly retired on Saturday night. Judging from faces around
the breakfast toble. on Sunday morning some people could not hove
slept at dllr - - I

After breakfast, at Lindic's sugsostion, we walked down to
the river, following a path which 1c¢ through a wood of wattles
and down o grassy slopc t0 the strceom. Ths ¢old water proved o
doterrent to would be bathers, thus the usually cnergetic Ramblors
spunt the best part of tho aorning sunbathing on huge slzbs of
insular rock. Thoughts of toa moade us forsake this ideanlistie
postime 1o wend our weoy back to the iotel., The rest of the
morning was spent playing grmes of darts on tho vorondah, and
tobIc-tcnnis (sorry Decs, ping-pong) in-the games room.

following luneh, thorc was o goncral invosion of the drnce
Roll where o goamo of indoor cricket played with o stiek and ping-
~ong boll was inaugurnted on the dones floor, accompanied by
Irvyn on the piano.

During oftornoon tca the subjuct of hypnotism wes raiscd and
it was discovercd thnt Dos Toaguo wos o hypnotist. e porsunded
him to demonstrote his unususl powsrs ~nd wotehed, faseinated, as
one rfier the other his vietims succumbed. Willer laughed so
hoortily ot an imeginary Tom ond Jorry film that he fell over <nd
vioke up. Dudley Saville wns highly nmuscd at the antics of pun
Abbot and Lou Costello, and whoen he owekencd, subconsclously
following Dos' instructions, bogon unbuttoning his shirt. nervyn
was the best subject, ond i his trance shouted ¢xcitedly whilst
uctching n rugby match. Des thon hypnotiscd him into belicving
that whon he awoke he would have o prging thirst which he would
be unnble to quench as all water he dronk for five minutes cftcre
wards would tasto extromely salty.  *oervyn's roactions on )
owirkening proved this to indeed be . the crsc. "6 reluctantly
terminntcd this singularly cmusing prstime to propoarc for dinnor.

cundoy night followed the pattern of Saturday night, except
thet the dancing finished earlier nnd the party stortdd sooncr.

Vo nsscmbled for o somcwhat belnted broakfast on Monday
morning, followed by grnmes of tennis or toble-tennis, =nd swimming
in tho Hotel pool or down ~t the river.

rrt, iiarge and Dymock, however, whilst trking a leisurcly
trivc through n field of cattle woere omozed when three of the
siris who were walking towards the cor wers suddenly pursued by
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the hord, They reached the safoty of Dymoek!s cor sceonds beforc
the oottle whieh bellowcd loudly and pawed the ground, Feoring
Tor vhi safaely of his passengors:cnd cnr, Dymock hastily retrcntod,
followsd by the 2ngry herd. The peeulinr behaviour of thase
calmnls (whieh we heard described as bulls, cows and oxon) was
later cxpleincd by their ownor wiho wos in tho habit of fceding thum
from his car, -nd suggested thot they had nrobebly mistaken Dyrocl 'c
¢ for his own. '

Thot tyrant, Time, was cotehing up on us, cnd after lunch 1o
repoekod our bogs. Heving bade farowsll to our charming .hostass,,
Pirrilig, we reluetantly roturnsd to Lurban. Thus ended o zlorious
nd of sunshine ond bonhonie,

%

Ly
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P
HEE TO NW'WABT SUINMIT - SUNDALY, SEPTTIEER 11TH.
by liargorcst lioore.

4Ln overcast sky on this purticuler Sunday morn did its Ieovel
best to dishearten the Ramblers, but neverthceless nbout 40 stalw rtco
£011.d up ot the meeting place to find Mensrem's new dicsel IEshcichy
Positively itehing to convey its load in the dircetion of M'twabi.
Cne: sottled, cveryono found thoy had bags of room, with hoaps to
s 2s 00,

L]

“u trundled our way clong the main road, picking up our usu. 1
passcngers, whilst the sun tricd brovely to show its Faco through
tiic eloscly clustered cleouds. lridoo's profits rockotoed skywords
opee agnin o8 wo paid o bricf visit to his Storc before turning off
the main highwey onto the eountry road lsading towards “arianhill.

Onee nest the Monoastery snd the Station we delorried ond sot
off at « brisk pacec down the road which ultimntely lends to
Leovuerd's Lagoon, but veering off to thoe 1oft along o well-worn
prth just before reoching the clump of Indinn Storcs. The countryi-
sldc Llodked very dry and brown, cnd this timo we hnd little dieei-
culty in crossing the river. “hon we stoppsd at the top of o hill
for our first br.ather, we discovered thet Dudley, Claude, Toerry
and Lynnettc were missing. Colin offercd to wait fiftcoa minutss
for them, ond the rost of us followed Lindic's long logs towards
S line of pipus spanning the donges, along whieh the majority
Lherously tottercd whilst the life-valuing few followed thns poti.
i coursc thin took us ceross the river ogain =nd along its
roodod bonks. Colin caught us up, minus the others.

Snckebite causcd quitc o stir when he strolled up to the
vanguard, which had stoppzd to nllow the stragglers to ceoteh up,
cazunlly carrying o live Hight Adder in his bore hands, Znvery-
onc 'e ayes stuck out on stalks, dis?olieving what they saw, rnd
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then Tony described how he'd scen the snoke slither across the
path in front of him and disappcar down a hole from which Gary
hed retricved it. The general foeling wos that it -should be
kiiled, and the sooner the botter, but Gory soon made it quite
clecr that he wos not going to part with his prize as casily s
thrt, ~nd insisted on someone sacrificing » lunch-tin into which .
he out the snakc to take to the Snake Park, hoping to get 10/-

for it. Once 1% was housed nnd 2 strong strop sccurely fastcned
eround the tin, we wsnded our wry along the river bank to our
niecnic spot, dt the snms timc toking grent care to keep our
distance from Snnkebite and his pet!

-

. - S
After sntisfying the inner man, some of the Club's monkoys

folt ftney'd likec %o give the trecs o try-out - this idea soon
ccught on amongst the umfaooans who hnd gnthered around, only to

i result in hoevy bumps for some who landad on the ground when

various bronches proved brittle. Our Bob was soon to follow

thuir repid descent corthwards!

; Coveral native women fighting ceuscd quite a diversion just
before we paecked up. Lindie lod us a different way homewards,
via o water sluice and o norrow poth geemingly cut in the cliff

) foea owvorlooking the vollcy. Jugt befors rcaching the longest

! pino-line ceross which we had $roversed earlior in the dey, we

3 turnsc rightwards, following @ bpath up a stsep hill, climbing

: sver upwards. Once at the top the rest was cnsy-going alons the

brow of the hill and then downwrris to the valley below.

13 rejoinsd the lorry by the Indiaon S%ores cnd learnt fron
Dudley & Co. that they h=d lost sight of us carly in the hike ana
hnd continued down the rond linding to Leopard's Lagoon instond -’
of turning left neor the Stores. On asking Indians which woy
we had gons they had been misdirceted and had unded up on top of
& hill necarby.

Rain bespattered us on the lorry-ridc back to Durban but
most people hed some form of waterproof covering =0 were not
unploasantly wet on rocoching town.

e i i e naia R
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- GROVE TATTLE by Hel and I'nu.

We wonder if o certain young man hos taken up Yogi, or if
stending on his head at 4.30 z.m. is just onc of his idiosynerasios?

¢ ;
We belfeve the Tern Charm School is now opening a coursé of
simplc motor mechanics for a'll prospeetive passengers.

CLESOART
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Could the cessation of the RBachelors Club haﬁe becn
nromoted by the cffeets of hypnotism?

Lecording to rumour a new antidote has-been found for
Snokehits -  choeolatas,

It was not surprising to sce a number of psople wearing
sunglnsses at breckfost on lionday wmorning.
-

Thoss people who hed 2 fondncss for apple pics Psund the
inelusion of sulphur an pnwolcomc ingrcdient. .
. L]

¢ believe that the stripping opd pomckingzpof Peds is o
fovrurite pastime of certain membors of the Club.

N’

b TR RB

¢ woleome the following ond hope thoy will hove many hapdy
outings with us:-

Beryl Birch. Lynnette Exccll.

¥orvyn Compion. L. Towsrd.

Jean Cartoer. RFogoemary Ingrom.

Ann Da Coste. Mr. ond Irs. W.D, }MIrrs.
Philippa Darby. Bruce Toir.

Josc Dodd. D, V. Rochnaonn.

I.. Duncan. iToirn Soffo.

{‘JJHKML DLNCE -  SATURDAY, OCTORER 1ST.

,1th the Dance boing held at the Yestvillc fown ‘Hall this
ooy, 1% is felt thot transport might prove o difficulty for
IO . Towovar, ¢o not let this put you off. If you arc ohlo
o offer o lift, or alternotaly rcauire tronsport, plecse eontoch
Frank Uoodword (849571) on Tuosdey or eclnesdny evening, Sa¢pt.
274th =nd 28th, betwoen 6 - 7.30 pem., and ho will sce what he
gryn arroange in this conncction.

- & - ’.',k -
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1CTe BENA:

i+t is Telt thet thore is need for o general improvenmen® in
51 nohoviour of the Club on orgonised IIotel visits as some pronks
il
i sc noto that there is to be no apple-picing of beds when
visiting llotels in the future.
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‘vt 3 o5ily lead to dnmage 1o Hotsl property. i1l you tvhorcfor:



THE _DURBAN RAMBLERS !  CLUR.
OCTOEER CAMP 1955,

PLACE:

ORTBI GORGE - near Port Shepstone and approximately
100 miles fron Durban "
DATES : Saturday, gth October, to' Monday, 10th October,

inclusive,

CAF FEES: Paid-up lMembers Trttirssseaiiiili, .. £2,5.0, . L
Non paid-up Members ang Visitors ..., £2.10,0.

TRARS PORT: Two lorries will leave Durban {City Market Parking
* Areaj on Satdrday {8th). The first will leave at :
8 a.m. sharp, taking all the equipment and the advance .
party who will erset canp, and the second will leave
N’ at 2 p.m. sharp. Space on the Tirst lorry will he
restricted, therefore the first forms returned to
Dudley will be given breference, ang everyone .
travelling on the morning lorry is expected to aseigt B
with the crection of camp,

! C4:P STTE: On the Fairacros Estate above the Lehr Vaterfall ang :
i overlooking the beautifyl Oribi Gorge. There arc
! wondarful oppertunities fopr hiking, climbing, swim- ) 2

ming, or just lazing around.

[ I Bedding~roli consisting of g ground-shoet and scvers!
[ blankots, personal clothing {don't forget your

, bathing costume, viarm clothing for the évenings, and
b an old rainecat in casg of showers), angd your “eatine
| irons".

L( CAMP FORIS: Flease £il11 in (making surc you state on which lorry i
Lo you wish to travel) and Sign the attached Fornm, : ’
PN/ rsturning it togother With the full amount to the

;g’ Treosurcr beforo Seturdey, Octobor Ist. " The Annucl

;

Dance_is the last epportunity you will have to hand \
in your Form cndg definitoly no Lomes will be consid- R
gred aftor that dato. ) ‘

OOl ALONG RAMBIERS AND BRING vouR ZRIENDS , AND FNJOY A REALLY GRAND
o - IEZKEND AT ORIBT GOBGE
b .

%?““—*~‘—~k-—-~—-~__k;h_k;*%_‘; Robin Dolton.
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