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Day Hike Organiser Adrian Rowe 7644721 | 082 708 9570
| Berg Hike Organiser Bill Hyslop 26268792 | 083 5412228
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Mapazine Editor Grahame Davies 5648728 | Fax : 5648728
Publicity Organiser Myrtle Ryan i 3082385
Ordinary Member / Sat. | Celia Vergari 7647720
| Hike Organiser
' This blonde heard that mitk baths would make her bsautiful, She left a note for her milkman fo >
Jeave 55 fitres of mitk. When the mifkman read the note he feif there must he a mistake. He »

mwwnmmymt&smsnmmwmmmrommopoma

The blonde came fo the door and the milkiman said: "l found your note to leave 55 fitres of .
miifk. Did you mean 5.5 litres?"

The blonde said: “No | want 55 litres. I'm going to fill my bathtub with milk and take 8
milk bath.”

“I see,” said the Milkman. "Pasteurised?”

“Ofh no,"” said the blonde. "Just up to my boobs.”

From Jon Penn's "Tailpiece” (Independent papers)
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CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER

Its amazing how fast the year is slipping by, and this is already your last magazine for
the year 2000.

Sadly, some 12 members did not renew their membership fees this year, but on the
brighter side, we are having a record year as far as new members ioining_ us. Welcome
to you all and we all hope you enjoy hiking with and belonging to our friendty club.,

Sunday and Saturday hikes continue to be well attended. We endeavour to keep
Sunday hikes closer to home to lower petrol costs which are seriously escalating.
Adrian Rowe is doing his best in this regard, with the addition of a new day hike
through the Beachwood mangroves. Part of this hike will serve for a Saturday hike as
well. Bill Hyslop has spent considerable time opening up the Palmiet area for the
shorter Saturday hikes. Weekend hikes and trails have not been well supported
recently, however perhaps the programme for this quarter will be better supported.

Our club lunch on Women's Day, Wednesday August 9th was well attended and a
great success. |t was such a beautiful day for a picnic, made better by the superb food
that was so attractively served. Thanks to our club member Georgie for organising &
lovely spread. A special thanks must go to all those who taok the trouble to provide us
with all the fun we had. There were some amazing happenings.

Another frail was opened recenlly in the Drakensberg mountains. The Vergerzient
Hiking Trail’ (roughly translated, the name means “Far Views Hiking Traif"), is near the
Oliviershoekpass and offers magnificent views. There are a number of hikes from a
base camp, varying in length and in difficulty from easy to more demanding. There is
something for everyone with very comfortabie accommodation. 1 will be leading a long
weekend here in November - see weekend/rails programme for details. Give yourself
a pre-Xmas treat. On the trails are Bushman paintings in a huge cave, much wildiife,
historical sites and such beautiful scenery. Remember springtime is flower time in the
‘Berg. Thinking about flowers, | am just about to tiptce through the tulips for 5 weeks,
that is if there are any tulips left from the Dutch spring.

Happy hiking
Margret

Quote of the quarter - “if | want your opinion, I'll give it tc you.” Al Capone
MEMBERS' NEWS

New Members ;-

The Committee welcomes the following full members - Avryl Bircher, and Maureen &
Graham Dixon and the following aspirant members - Jill Groom, Diana Blair, Peter
Shanahan, Nafiza Mahomed Cassim, Stephen Parker, Lynda Hay, Lynette Van Blerk,
Eric & Wilma Lambert, Larry Harvey and Colleen Lingerfelder. May you all enjoy hiking
with the club.

Good Luck and happy hiking to Bill Hyslop and his group on their trip fo conguer the
Auslinian Tyrol. Happy and safe journey to Margret on her holiday in Holland and to all
of you who will be travelling over the next months.,

Subscriptions - please note that subscriptions have been raised by R5.00 across the
board and that these are due on January 1st 2001. A subscription form is enclosed with
this magazine. Please retum the completed form with your subscription so that we have
up to date information on your contact details.

There’s still life in us old dogs:- in this year's Comrades, there were 1569 male and
196 female participants who were between the ages of 50 and 59, 191 males and 6
females who were between 60 and 69 and 12 males over 70 years of age. This also
shows that males are a lot dafter than females!

Are you unfit ? - some of our Sunday hikes are quite strenuous - see hike rating. If
you are unfit you may slow down a hike to the extent that it has to be shortened by the
leader. This is unfair to your fellow hikers. If you are unsure as to whether you can
undertake any particular hike please contact the leader beforehand to discuss the
suitability of the hike for your level of fitness.

Montezuma Meander :- a report by Adrian Rowe.

The hike was led by George Archibald on 13 August 2000. A small group of us met at
the Archibaid farmhouse, Invernettie, from where George drove us in his bakkie to a
point oh the Vongazana stream, from where we started the hike. We were told that
there would only be one up-hill {'m not sure which one that was!).

It was a very warm winter’s day and we were lucky enough to see monkeys, 3 herds of
Impala, Wildebeest, Nyala, Blesbok and, of course, a lot of healthy looking cattle,
George told us that they now have Giraffe, and that a Leopard was sighted recently on
the farm. After climbing for the first hour or so {perhaps this was the “one up-hill), we
descended down a valley to the Mpanbanyoni River, by which time one or two people
complained of rumbling tummies. Qur intrepid leader however had other ideas and
announced that the lunch spot was about an hour away! Fortunately, either he changed
his mind or it was changed for him!

The Mpanbanyani had a surprising amount of water flowing, considering that we have
had a very dry winter. After a welcome lunchtime rest we carried on up the river and
eventually climbed out of the watercourse and headed up the valley of the Vongozana,
back to the bakkie, having walked about 17/18 kms. After a short tour of the milking
pariour and cow byres, we headed home and only arrived back in Pinetown at 6pm. A
mast enjoyable day's hiking, in beautiful countryside on a well-maintained farm. Thank
you, George. »

Rambler's Riddle :- submitted by Mike White who offers a reward in Kind for the right
answer. " What you catch you throw away. What you don’t caich you keep.” What
is it? Ask Mike on a hike - his anly clue is that Homer killed himself trying to find the
answer - is that bulls**t or what?
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[T HIKING PROGRAMME : OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2000 |

Please try to get to our meeting piaces at least 10 minutes earlier so that fees can be
collected and lifts arranged tlimeously. Day hikers, bring 2 litres of water, ahat and a
cup for lunchtime tea/coffee. Saturday afternoon hikers, bring 1 litre of water and a
snack for haif time.

Meeting places :

Pinetown - Union Main Centre, Old Main Road.
NB - PLEASE BRING CORRECT MONEY AS NO CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN

Durban - Musgrave Park, Cnr Berea & Musgrave Roads

" DAY HIKE PROGRAMME

]

Alf meeting times, unless otherwise stated are : Durban 08h00 Pinetown 08h30.

The day hikes have been graded according to the degree of difficulty and the length of
hike, as follows:-
Degree of Difficulty
A - very easy : A+ - easy : B - moderate : B+ - moderate with some demanding sections
C - strenuous; C+ - very strenuous with difficult sections.
The grades are based on a person of average fitness, hiking under ideal conditions, but
it should be bome in mind that your level of fitness, mental preparedness and the
prevailing climatic conditions could place a hike in a completely different grade.
Length of Hike

1-10 km orless: 2 - 10-15km: 3 - 16 km or more.
For example - B+2 - this means that it is a moderate hike with some demanding
sections, such as a short (3 metre) rock descent by rope on the Umiazi Meander, or
one or two steep ascents (e.g.Hurnicane Hill), and that the distance to be walked is
between 10 and 15 kilometres

DATE BESCRIPTION OF HIRE | HIKE LEADERS | TEL NOS |
COST OF HIKE | - Hike Grade
Qct 1 Miazi Meander. Hike down to a lovely Adrian Rowe 7644721 ah
siretch of the Miazi River above the Members - R13
Shongweni Dam. Abundant birdlife. Visitors - R18 Grade B
2
Oct8 | Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve. Tomde Waal | 4674766
Perhaps one of the last hikes Tom will
lead for us. Join him on this pretty Members - R28
countryside. Visitors - R33
N.B. Durban- 08h00; Pinetown- 08h00 | + entry fee- R7 | Grade B2
Oct 15 | Inanda Dam. Hike along the hilltops Colin Tummer 7083517
overlooking the Dam, past Topps
Needle and down to lunch below the Members - R12
Dam wall. Visitors - R17 Grade B+2
Oct22 | Umzimduzi Valley. River crossing can | Steve Nel Adrian Rowe
be exciting in this attractive river valley Members - R21 | 7644721 ath
Visitors - R26 Grade B+2
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Oct29 | Killamey Rockeries. Pretty open Chris Dobson | 7651824 a/h
countryside including riverine vegetation | Members - R16
j in Camperdown area. \isitors - R21 Grade B+2
Nov 5 Clive Cheesman Nature Reserve to Adrian Rowe 7644721 a/h
Krantzkloof. Hike from Fields Hill via Members - RS
Spy Hill to the Nkutu River picnic site. Visitors - R14
+ entry fee R5 | Grade B+2
Nov 12 | Cumberiand Nature Reserve. Pleasant | Tony Livingstone | 033-3863967
Nature Reserve near Pietermaritzburg. | Members - R25
Game sightings possible. Visitors - R30
N.B. Durban- 07h30;Pinetown- 08hop | *+ entry fee - RS | Grade B2
Nov 19,7 | Shongweni Heights & Falls. Hike Steve Nel Adrian Rowe
- through farmiands and natural bush. 7644721 a/h
Enjoy some hills with Steve. Lunch at Members - RS
(op of Ngidi Falls Visitors - R14 Grade B+2
h?/ Nkutu Gorge Circuit. Start in Colin Tumer | 7083517
Krantzkloof Nature Reserve and hike Members - R9
partly in riverine vegetation. Visitors - R14
; +entryfea RS | Grade B+2
Dec 3 Cedara State Forest. Weicome back to | Sue Ferguson | 0823397350
Sue as a leader on this lovely hike. Members - R25
Visitors - R30
N.B. Durban- 07h30:Pinetown- 08h00 | + entry fee RS Grade B+2
Dec 10 | Umdloti Bentley Trail. A littie beach, Glenys Bentley | 5647632 ath
bush, lagoon and farmland all rolled into
this hike. Members - R11
N.B. Durban- 08h30; Pinetown- 08h00 | Visitors - R 16 | Grade B2
Dec 17 | Giggleswick. Last hiked 4 years ago. | 1o beennounced | Adrian Rowe
Hike alang the escarpment in the Eston | Members - R24 | 7644721 a/h
area. Visitors - R29 Grade B2
Dec 24 | Sora’s Pools. Hike down to Nkutu Falis, | Jean Foster 7021539 ath
up the other side and then wind down Members - R8
for lunch at Sora's Pools. Visilors - R13 Grade B+1
Dec 31 | Chairman’s Choice. An easy hike to To be announced | Adrian Rowe
see out Y2K and keeppypu fregh gor g * | Members -R8 [ 7544721 ath
hmmm._ﬁﬁ % Visitors _R13__1GradeB1
| 'SATURDAY AFTERNOON HIKES PROGRAMME <

These hikes depart from Musgrave Park Medical Centre at 13.30 sharp, and cost
R10.00. Hikes marked # involve a payment of R5.00 each in order to enter the park.
Please make sure to bring the correct amount of money as change is not always
available - thank you. Would those for whom the starting point is not convenient, please
proceed to the destination, or phone one of the organisers between 12h00 and 12h45

on the day,

to arrange a suitable meeting point.




ORGANISERS :-Philip (2013592), Celia (7644608).

carriageway and flats. Small nature
reserve with variety of vegetation,

DATE DESCRIPTION OF HIKE HIKE TEL NOS
LEADERS Hike Rating
Qct7 Lower Macintosh Falls. New hike, Bill Hyslop 2626792
;i meet at Seasons Restaurant car park.
2 Bushy path leading to spectacular
waterfall. easy
Oct14 | Umbilo D’Moss. Oid Umbsilo Drive-in- Celia Vorgari | 7647720
/ site. From banks of canat to wooded trail
towards Yellowood Park. aasy
Oct2 # Kloof & Highway S.P.C.A. - Village Celia Vergari | 7647720
Road. Bring secateurs. Descends to
valley floor and out the other side. Good
views. ) easy
Oct 28 -1 #Kloof 2. From Kloof Falls picnic site, Celia Vergari | 7647720
/ descend to valley floor through
indigenous bush and waterfalls
easy
Nov4 | Shongweni. Meet on grass verge near Sally / Celia | 7647720
/ Assagay Hotel. Good hike with open
spaces and cane fields. == easy
Nov 1%+ | Palmiet 3. Entrance opposite Westville | Bill Hyslop 2626792
=~ Hotel on old New Germany Road. Shady
walk with forest and river. easy
Nov 18" | #Kloof 3. Kloof Falls picnic site. Celia Vergari | 7647720
e Forested walk alongside a pretty stream,
returning on top of the escarpment. easy
Nov 25 | Springside. Meet at Emberton golf Celia Vergari | 7647720
range - right at first robot after leaving
highway Cross country walk easy
Dec2 | #Kioof 1. Kloof Falls picnic site. We Celia Vergari | 7647720
hike through forest to waterfall, then top
of waterfall and grasslands. easy
Dec 9 Umhlatuzana Valley. New hike. Bushy | Bill Hyslop 2626792
walk by Umhlatuzana river. easy
Dec 16 | Winston Park 1. Turning circle at Celia Vergari | 7647720
eastemn end of Jan Smuts Ave. Walk on
of escarpment with inland views. easy
Dec 23 | #Celia’s Kioof. From Kioof Falls picnic | Celia Vergari 7647720
site along top of escarpment with
magnificent gorge views easy
Dec 30 | #Paradise Valley. Between dual Celia Vergari | 7647720
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.. WEEKEND AND TRAILS PROGRAMME

r 1
VE = easy, E = easy, M = moderate, S = strenuous, VS = very strenuous
 BATE Tl S RIPHON ] TEADER | PHONE [ 575
Sept Blinkwater. Long weekend in this Philip 2013592 M
23-25 lovely area. Your leader has planned Gatenby

routes you have never seen before.
Accommodation & travel -approx R100

Oct 21-22 | Boston Conservancy. Hutted Sue 0829397950 | M
accommodation in a well-kept area of | Ferguson
wooded hills and valleys. Last visited
several years ago. Relatively short
drive, so modest petrol costs

Nov Vergezient Trail. Newly opened Margret | 7658052 M

18-19 commercial trail in the Oliviershoek Kirsten
area. Accommoddation - R52 pppn

Dec Ngele Forest. Your ieader’s favourite | Bill 2626792 M

30-31+ | stamping ground. Accommodation in Hyslop

Jan1 bunk-house in this richly-wooded hil-
country. Estimated petrol cost - R70.

. DATE EVENT CONTACTTEL |

Oct6 Scrabble Marge

2662426

Oct 8 KZN Philarmonic - Dbn Botanical Gardens check press

Oct 14 Braai & Social:- at Annora & Clinton Clark’s Annora
house - 48 Beach Rd, Fynnland, Bluff. 17h30 4664728
onwards. Bring own meat & drink +salad or CEL 0824931726
dessert to share+ chair if possible. Please ring
Annora to discuss what salad or desserl to bring.

Oct 27 Fun Run/Walk - 5/10 km. Start at 18h00 at Dbn Margaret
Amphitheaire. Meet at the "Deck” afterwards for 3120086 ah
drinks/meal

Nov 3 Scrabble : Lyn & Reg

7001860

Nov 24 Fun Run - see above Check Press
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Nav 25 Xmas Lunch at Mykonos Restaurant, 156 Pam
Essenwood Rd at 12h00. Cost will be R50 which | 2016160
includes tip but not drinks. Full cost to be
received by 31 October to secure your booking.

Post remittance to Secretary, P.O.Box 50563,
Musgrave 4062. Cheques to be made out to
Durban Ramblers Hiking Club.
Dec 1 Scrabble Lynda
) 2022330

Dec8 Braai & Social at Grahame & Christine Davies' Christine
house - 12 Gemmel Place, Durban North from 5648728
17.30 onwards. Bring own meat & drinks + salad
or dessert to share + chair if possible. Please ring
Christine to discuss what salad or dessert to
bring.

Dec 21/22 | Xmas Carols - 18h30 Dbn Botanic Gardens - no | Check press
group arrangements.

Dac 31 New Years Eve Tent Party - at the Dobsons. Gerry or Chris
Pitch up and pitch tents Iate afternoon. Evening 7651824
Braai - BYO - (liaise with Gerry). Stay over for 0824611954

Champagne breakfast. R15.00 per person
Please note - Members only, no children.

S e
urday, Tek: {031} 5791950 Fax; (031) 5791959
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