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Rotary Giants Cup
Trail

The rotary Club_of durban
Musgrave are inviting Ramble

ers and friends to icj-
! - II g. t g I -I

The cost will be R230 per person - fully
inclusive (Proceeds go to charity). There
are three departure dates :

1st Group : 16 - 20 October

2nd Group : 17 - 21 October

3rd Group : 18 - 22 October

If anyone is interested, please contact
KEVIN MOORE telephone :

304 2631 (b) 253160 (h)

HIRING OF EQUIPMENT

Members: Please present membership

card and receipt of current membership

fees when hiring equipment.

Non-members : Hiring of equipment is

open to discussion.please contact Dick

Billiet at 813672 (h) to hire the follow-

ing equipment :

Backpacks - R3 a day

Mats - R3 a day

Stoves wilh fuel - R5 a week

Please contact melvyn Oliverat 291917

(h) to hire the following :

Tents - R3 a day with a R50 deposit
e P Pt i

NOTES FOR NEW HIKERS

(and a reminder to others)
1. Bring 2 litres of water for drinking and
for your share in the communal billy can
for tea or coffee - rated the best cup of the
week !!

2. Bring a mug and a black bin - liner.
3. Wear sensible shoes - NOT slops, bal-
Iet or high heel shoes.

4. Bring a sun hat and raincoat.

5. Berg trips require more specialised
cquipment. Check with the Berg Hike
Leader.

6. Please take a towel on berg hikes,

7. Don't litter or damage plants.

8. Don't go ahead of the Ieader - it can
result in chaps.

9. Some hikes are more trenuous than
others. When in doubt check with the
leader concerned,

10. All persons (and that means you !f)
taking part in club activities doso entirely
at their own risk and are required to
adhereto club rules and instructions from
the leaders.

Please note : Persons are reminded that if
they make their own way to a hike, using
their own transport, R1 (members) R2
(non-members) still has to be donated to
the club,

| CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM : |
INAME : ..oocecaccenssssssasisens

Y ADDRER s e
I

: NEW TEL NO: (H) oomeemesoeeoneone
1 W)iissiceeninsimnssnnaia

i Please forward to : "
The secretary

|
Durban Ramblers hiking Club 1
Ir.0.Box 1063 |
| Durban 4000 |
ol
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RENSBURG
SPRUIT FARM

Leader: Winnie Jackson

Group: Dick, Regina, Peter, Robin
& Belinda

Date : 12 - 14 July

We met - up with Winnic Jackson on
Friday cvening in Escourt at the Wagon
Hotel over a drink, to deaden the chill of
the Natal Midlands. We then drove 10km
out of town to Dave Green's historical
Voortrekker farm, where we took over a
large, shambling farmhouse, comforta-
bly furnished and well - equipped. On
Saturday we set out across the crackling
dry veld to look for Rensburgkop Monu-
ment, site of a Zulu battle in about 1838
and where we cnjoyed tea and the view.
Next we moved on to the ncarby grave of
a little Boer girl who had been murdered
during the same battle. After a pleasant
afternoon following a donga, and admir-
ing its bils and picces, we visited the
Grecns and promptly cleared them out of
home - made crunchies! Then we re-
turned home to a hot bath, courtesy of the
"donkey" and a sumptuous braai.

On Sunday, we ambled over to the Greens'
home to be taken by bakkic to the prom-
ised prehistoric sites on his farm to look
at a prehistoric shoreline, fossilized dicyno-
dont (forerunner of the dinosaur) foot-
prints (idenitified by Dr Mike Raath of
Port Elizabeth Muscum), fossilized wood,
bones and tools left by cave man. Apart
from his knowledge of palacontology and
geology, our host has a great love for
Botany : he has lhc honour

of having a plant named afier him, grow-
ing on his farm. Unfortunately, it wasn't
in flower. Thank you, Dave for showing
us the treasures of an ordinary - looking
donga! Rcluctanlly, we returned to the
farmhouse to pack and lidy up before
setting off for Ladysmith and Durban, via
a living muscum in Escourt. A vote of
thanks goes to Winnie, Dick and Regina
for the organisation of the weekend. And
a spccial thank you to Robin for making
such short work of the dish - washing on
Sunday, and for "taming" the "donkey" in
the backyard!
For the intercsted naturalist or historian,
this is a weekend well worth joining when
it is next offered.

Belinda Eisenhower
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THE JOY OF
HIKING

1 liké the idea of cam ping and hiking,
the reality though is not to my liking.

The beauty of nature is a noble idea,
it's the spiders and scorpions and snakes
that I fear.

And you must admit that it isn't much
fun,
to be trudging for hours in the blazing
sun.

When it gets dark and I put up my tent,
The guy ropes are missing and the
pole's a bit bent.

My torch isn't working, the batteries are
dead, g

1 wish I was at home in my own little
bed.

There are ticks in my hair and thorns in
my feet,

I long for my own private bathroom

en - suite.

So why do I do it? I really don't know.
But show me a map, and I'm raring to

go!

Ann Nel
(The Cockscomb Chronicle 2/90)

FISH RIVER
CANYON

Leader: Steve Watson

Trying to keep up: Jane Fraser, Jean
Foster, Goolam Ballim and

Louisc van Calcar

Picked up along the road:

Louise Donnellan, Jorg Vogel

Date : 19 - 28 May 1991

Saturday moring 19th May

3.00 am, what an hour to rise lo goon a
hike but my husband, who kindly offered
to take Jean and I through to Pietermar-
itzburg, had tobe back in Ballito to tee off
at Golfat 7.15 am. Not having been able
to inform Goolam of our carlier start we
were faced with an hour's wait in a very
chilly Pietermaritzburg, but hot coffee in
the warm lounge of the Capital Towers
Hotel helped pass the time.

Because the hike was only scheduled to
start on Wednesday, we decided to drive
leisurely to Ai-Ais. Goolam thought dis-
aster had struck, because his van secmed
to have no power up the hills, but a very
kind gentleman at Tugela Oasis assured
him that it was due to the altitude, which
it proved to be. Bloemfontein was our
first stop and afier lunching on gourmet
food - Zubeida, Goolam's wife, had sup-
plied we drove around the town, which
was very quiet, it being Saturday after-
noon, Kimberley likewise was no hub of
activity but a visit to the Big Hole proved
most interesting. At times quite eerie; as
you stepped inlo the church it activated
choir music and likewise in the pub the
revellers sang lustily. It was incredible to
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Club member, Margret Kirsten, after her recent foot op. Hope to see
you up and running soon, Margret 1

‘.'_ \é e

sec small homes and carriages that had
been transported intact fromEngland or
the Cape. The Youth hostel proved very
successfull - fortunately no age restric-
tion ! For R10 - R15 we had cooking and
vey clean sleeping facilitics. The kimber-
ley residents certainly do not know of the
existence of the hostel, Because after
ma:lly enquiries we ended up at the Hospi-
tal!

Sunday'’s drive to Augrabies was long and
on driving through Griquatown, Uping-
tom, ¢tc .., one could not help but wonder
"where have all the pcople gone". Most
of the "Villages" marked on the map,

proved to be, one tin shack next to the
railway line. Kakamas at least bopasted a
First National and a Standard Bank,
which were two quaint little tin shacks
about 1km apart on the opposite sides of
the road - Goolam had to takc a photo-
graph, to show to Head Office no doubt.
The Augrabies Falls were most awe-in-
spiring and majestic. We visited ﬁaany
panoramic viewpoints during our stay
there, spending our two nights there in the
comfort of their luxury huts.

On Teusday we set off for Namibia - a
long drive to the border. As previously
experienced at these border points, we

RAMPY e
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TRAILS: Amatola Trail

The Amatola Trail from 6 December
1991 has one or two places available
due to cancellations. Please contact
Steve Watson at 443622 after 6pm.
Max persons 9

The Giants Cup trail is on again after
several members requested to go on this
popular trail. Please book early -
contact Steve Watson Tel: 443622 afler
6pm.

Any Member who would like to go one
particular trail or who would like to
suggest a trail please feel free to do so.
Please note - Trails have to be booked
well in advance so let us know early -
Contact Steve after 6pm at Tel: 443622

WEEKEND KUALA CAVE
SANI PASS POST
7 - 8 DEC Reasonable fitness required
to reach this beautiful cave and water-
fall on the Kntuba River. Tents
required for Friday night. Leader
Jack Aumord Phone: 42324 (h)

WEEKEND BABANANGO ITIS-
TORICAL LONG WEEKEND

14 - 16 DEC We will visit Isandlwana,
Rorke's Drift and Fugitive Drift.
Accommodation will be in a comfort-
able cottage on John Turner's interest-
ing farm ncar Babanango villagc where
Stan Witkins's hotel/pub is situated,
which will definitely be visited!
Leader: Dick Billiet
Phone: 813672 (h).

MESSAGE FROM THE DAY
HIKE ORGANISER:

Have you noficed how it is always the
same helpful group of people who offer
the use of their cars on day hikes? Maybe
the rest are dissatisfied witheither the rate
of reimbursement paid to drivers, but if
everyone took their fair share of driving
the costs would even out, Atthe moment,
there are a few members whose back-
wardness in coming forward is so clearly
seen that it isbecoming a bad joke. There
are those who always leave their cars
arount the corner, or at home, and walk to
the meeting place. Then there are those
who drive to the meeting place suffi-
ciently early to make sure that they can
scuttle out of their cars and reserve a
place with the first willing driver who
arrives ctc. etc. Ladies and Gents, the
people concerned have all been noted and
commented upon! As have those gener-
ous people who not only provide lifts but
do not accept the money!

DAY HIKE DEPARTURE TIMES AND
MEETING POINTS:

Durban: Hikers to meet at Musgrave
Park parking area at 7:30 am
Pinetown: Hikers to meet at Union Main
parking arca at 8:00 am unless stated
otherwise,

PLEASE BRING EXACT CHANGE
TO ALL HIKES! ALSO PLEASE TRY
TOARRIVEEARLY AT THHEMEET-
ING POINTS. 5
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BRUYN'S HILL BULGE

A new hike which, apart from the short climb over the hill,
consists of riverside walking either by the Umgeni River or a
charming tributary called the Mbhava. Medium length.
Starting time : As usual with most hikes, namely 7:30 am from
Musgrave Park, Durban or 8:00 am from Union Main
Square, Pinetown. Charge : R10 (members) R12 (non-
members) Leader : Bill Iyslop Tek: 7018995 (w).

BABOON CAVE

An easy but interesting hike in the Bushmans Nek area.Tents
required for Friday night

Leader : Dave Easton Tel : 813672

UMGENI VALLEY FROM HILTON

A pleasant medium hike into one of the more peaceful parts of
the Umgeni River. Charge R10 (members); R12 (non-members)
Leader : Dave Easton tel: 7053670 (w)

WOLKBERG HIKE (TZANEEN)

We visit Joyce and Richard Bisset at their Tzaneen farm which
is situated adjacent to the Wolkberg Trail. We will try to walk
as much of it as possible. Petrol sharing cost approx. R100 per
person. Leader : Richard Bisset

Bookings : Dick Billiet Tel : 813672

MUSTANG MOUNTAIN

When we walked this area for the first time last year, everyone
was surprised at how much pleasant countryside was still
availablc for hiking in the easy - going hills between Hammers
dale and Cato Ridge.Although the ground is easy, the distance is
fairly long. Charge : R6 (members); R7 (non-members).
Leader : Melvyn Olivier Jel: 291917 (h) 7

LOTENI NATURE RESERVE

Two - day hikes from the camp site.

Day 1 - Up the Kamasihlenga Vallley to Yellowwood Cave
Day 2 - Climb Shebas Breasts (Amabedlana)

Lots of swimming and covorting
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SUNDAY
270CT

WEEKEND
27-28

SUNDAY
INOY

WEEKEND
2-3INOV _

WEDNESDAY PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING ' |

8 Pm Sharp !!! Randal scout hall behind cowey centre.

cost : R1.50 whih includes refreshments.Club member Margret
Kirsten will entertain with "Tulips from Amsterdam" and her
recent tour of the U.S.A.

Phone : Mike Morillion 7611758 (b) for details

CLIFTON CANYON

This is your humble hike organisers' “farewell lead™

before disappearing for a while to his home on that misty Island
off the coast of France. Of medium length, it has a hard "pull up"
at the end of the day, but before that it explores some of the
waterfalls on the Umhlatuzana River. Charge : R7 (members);R8
(non-members) Leader : Bill Hyslop Tel: 7018996 (b)

STANGERS NOEK FARM (MOOI RIVER)

On Saturday we climb Mount Proudfoot (1764m) via Craigieburn
dam (18km). On Sunday we will visit the Mooi River Falls,nesting
place of the endangered bald ibis and swimming place of the
endangered bald Rambler !! Accomodation in a comfortable
farmhouse on louis Vermaaks' beautiful farm.

Day Packs required. Max 12 persons.

Leader : Peter schwarz Tel: 421768 (h)

FARAWAY FARM

An old favourite, starting at the old Voortrekkers' staging post
between Durban and Pietermaritzburg. The old farm building is
still there and the puzzle is how they managed tro manoeuver
their ox-wagons through the steep cliffs and valleys of this
country, which lies on the upper waters of the Umbogintwini.
Medium to long hike. Charge : R9 (members) R11 (non-
members) Leader :Dave Easton Tel: 705360 (w)

RUGGED GLEN CAMP

Joint venture with Johannesburg Hiking Club. Mect old friends
and make new oncs. Day hikes from campsite. For further details
contact Dick Billiet tel: 031-813672 or

Maja McIntyre Tel: 011-423974

PAGE 10
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WEEKEND
2-3NOV

TRAIL

SATURDAY HIKE AND BRAAI

9 NOV

SUNDAY
10NOV

WEEKEND
9-10 NOV

CLEARWATER BUSIICAMP

Come and sce the spectacular spring flower show that nature will
be staging at the Umtamvuma Nature reserve. Day walks from
Ton Abott's comfortable resource centre. Max 12 persons.
Leader : Tom De Waal Tel: 474766

2 - 4/5 NOVEMBER

NGELE TRAIL

With Pielemﬁritzburg Ramblers. Enjoy the beauty of spring in
the Ngele Forest, Comfortable farmhouses provide accomodation.
3 or 4 day trip is possible. Please discuss preference with

Philip Ga'iénby Tel: 213592. R40/50 deposit 1o be paid to
Philip before 13 October 1991 PLEASE !!

We climb the pleasant mountain called Mwabe which is situated by
the banks of the Umlazi River and provides fine long distance
views of the coastal hills and of the Umlazi Gorge.This takes about
2.5 hours, and after that we indulge ourselves ! The braai site is
pleasantly situated by the lake side at the Umlazi intake Water
works, in mowed grass and surrounded by trecs. So bring all you
need for a pleasant party. Charge :RS (members) R6 (non-mem
bers)  Starting times : 1.30pm (Musgrave park, Durban)
2.00pm (Union Main square, Pinetown)

Leader : Bruce medway tel : 235895

UMLALAZI RIVER :

For those who can do the longish drive to join the weekenders
camping there. For a mixed hike, sea - bathe and beach watk.
Contact the Leader : Yic Conrad before Friday Tel : 237165
labour travel etc.

UMLALAZI NATURE RESERVE (PORT DURNFORD AREA)
Consisting mainly of dune forest where bush pigs, reed buck, duiker
and abundant bird - life may be seen. Something completely
different for those of us who would enjoy a Saturday afternoon hike
followed by an evening braai plus entertainment as well, also hot
showers and flush toilets at a first ¢lass camp site.

On Sunday a full day's outing alongside the river leading towards
the sea's edge and a silver beach where the whole scene can be
enjoyed in this tranquil setting. NOTE: Tents willl be required for
the Saturday evening, the ovemight charge at the camp site is
R13,50 per person. For more details please phone Melvyn Olivier
at 291917 (h) or Vic Conrad 237165 (h). '
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WEDNESDAY FHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING

NKANDLA FOREST o
Mr Hugh lee of Eshowe has kindly offered to guide into this dark
and mysterious forest. We will visit Cetshwayo's grave (a rare
privilage) and also the home gorge where Bambatha was killed in
the final battlc of the rebellion. reasonable fitness required. Max
10 hikers. Leader: hugh Lee

Bookings :Dick Billiet Tel: 813672 (h)

ANNUAL SOCIAL DATE AT MCCONNELL'S FARM,
NEAR CURRY'S POST

Beautiful countryside and good company will be enjoyed by all.
Charge: R14 (members) R16 (non-members) Leader : Margret
kirsten Tel:441467 (h) Starting time: 7.30 am from Durban; 8.00
am from Pinetown. Bring your own drinks and food for a braai in
the afternoon.

OLD CRAFFORD
Say no more !!!!!!

MOSS TRAIL

Joe stayton will lead this favourite section of the trail. This has
become a regulated annual event, enjoyed by all. Medium length.
Charge R5 (members) R6 (non-members)

Leader : Joe Strayton Tel:727530

SHERRY CAVE (BUSHMANS NEK AREA)

A visit to this cave is a must, If you like Bushman Paintings and
spectacular scenery. See the famous White Horse painting. (Not for
slecpwalkers) Tents required for Friday night.

Leader :Dave Easton Tel: 813672

23 NOVEMBER TO 1 DECEMBER

EXPLORING TIIE EASTERN CAFPE

Alexandra Hiking Trail (2 days);Groendal Wilderness Arca
cxploration. Max 6 hikers. Self-catering. Tents necded in the
wilderness arca. Costs : Daily fees plus petrol.

Booking: Audrey Vicers Tel: 283187

8pm SHARP !!!'Randal Scout Hall - behind Cowey Centre.
Cost: R1.50 which includes refreshments. Club member Cedric
Biggs will lecture on "Survival and map reading in the mountains".
Please support your club members!!

Enquries: Mike Morillion Tel: 7011758 (b)

SATURDAY
J0NOV

1DEC

WEEKEND
JONOV

SUNDAY

HIKE AND BRAAI IN THE UMDONI PARK AND GORGE
Depart from Durban Musgrave Park at 1:30 pm Charge: R6
(Members) R7 (Non - Members) Leader: Tom de Waal
Phone: 474766.

TOPPS NEEDLE

This hike has now acquired several possible extensions and variants
owing to sorhe path - cutling carried out by the club's "labour -
force". This enables more of the upper cliffs overlooking the
Inanda lake to be explored. Medium hike with steep places where
sure - fobtedness is required. Charge: R6 (Members) R7 (Non -
Members) Leader: Steve Watson Phone 443622 after 6 pm.

LADYSMITH HISTORICAL WEEKEND

We visit Nicholsons Nek and Tchrengula Hill, the site of
General White's notorious reverse. On Sunday we retake Vulana
Mountain. We will be billeted in Winnie Jackson's lovely home.
Max 10 hikers. Leader: Winnie Jackson Bookings: Dick Billiet
Phone 813672 (h).

ANNUAL VICTORIAN PICNIC

Theinventor of this function will be thinking about you on this day
as he thrashes about in the frozen wastes of his garden in Cheshire!
Please, gentlemen, bring lots of interesting booze - not justa 6 pack
- and ladies, some tasty food! Everything will be placed on the
"luncheon car” and taken to the secret lunch - spot, together with
such comforts as tables, chairs, table - cloths, wine glasses, Victo
rian dress PLEASE!! and anything else you decide'to bring
which adds to the atmosphere. After the lunch, all these goodies
willbe re - packed into the car, and you will be faced with a 2-hour
hike back to your cars!! That should sober you up!

Charge RS (Members) R6 (Non - Members)

Leader: Tom de Waal (Tel 474766).
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were asked to give a colleague a lift to
Karasburg. Our excuse was that the back
of the van was packed with luggage, but
whilst Jean and I visited the "ladies" he
once again approached Goolam who said
that he was only the Chauffeur for the
ladies !We felt he deserved a feather in
his cap. We then drove off with some
guilt, which we salved further on by giv-
ing a genuinc hiker - his backpack proved
it - a lift, and we had the pleasure of the
company of louis Donnellan, who hails
from Ircland, right to the end of the hike
and it was with atouch of sadness that we
bade him farewell in the end.

We met Steve and Janet at Ai-Ais who
scemed to have had many a drama on
their journcy through Namibia. We felt
almost obliged to send the hat round for
Jane for four new tyres. They too had
acquired a "stray", a young German lad
Jorg Vogel, who had been sitting at the
check point for two days hoping to join a
party, as he was not allowed to hike
through the canyon by himself. He proved
his worth though, with a very nifty expen-
sive gadget that filtered the river water,
albeil laboriously. Louis of course, did
not have the required medical to get him
through the checkpoint, so we hid Jean in
the back of the van amongst the back-
packs and Steve, crossing his fingers,
handed in five medicals.

There was obviously no careful scrutiny
of the medicals,

The 90 minute decent to the canyon was
very steep, but aided by chains along the

roughly hewn path helped to keep the rub-
bery legs going. The canyon was beaiti-
ful, majestic, enormous, stony, sandy,
arid, bare, deep and the ganite mountains
high. The boulder hopping was nothing
new to Ramblers but the sand was very
heavy on the muscles, By late afternoon
we gave reaching "Palm Springs" a
miss,which after all proved to be not as
exciting as it sounded - what a mess
previous hikers had left behind, in fact
Steve intends reporting this to the au-
thoritics. Our first night under the stars
started on a rather squeamish note - Jane
spotted some "wild life”, a big fat black
scorpion. We very gingerly felt our boots
the next morning. Our camp fire lends
magic to the stories That Louis and Jorg
related about their travels. Louis had been
to Asia, Pakistan, China - Jane showed
kcen interest in China, and all to soon we
will be receiving letters from her from
China !

Thursday's walking was much the same
as the day before. We walked through
very soft sand, But by now we were quite
familiar with the boulders and sand with
very occasional firm gravel stretches. Thirst
was on most of our minds. We had becn
given to understand that the river water
would be,safe to drink but Steve thought
it best to be cautious so every evening we
boiled water for the next day, and when
that was finished we sterilized the river
watcr with milton - ugh !! after 3 days,
dying of thirst secmed to be a beter alter-
native.

Friday 24th May, another beautiful day -
we certainly did not have the weather
cxtremes that had been predicted for us.
Thescenery, although the same each day,

remains awe-inspiring. At notime did we
really know where we were - Between
them, Jorg and Sleve guided us over a
short-cut, a climb over a granite moun-
tain. By now any short - cut was welcome
because Jean with her short legs scemed
to be jogging through the canyoh. We
always seemed to be just ahead of a party
who had started the day before us - so
very definitely we were travelliifg at speed.
Saturday morning found us still wonder-
ing how far we were from Ai - Ais but
sudden road tracks and a concrete cause-
way were sure indications of being close
to civilisation and the thought of German
Beer now clouds any bodys aches or blis-
tered feet. It almost seemed like a mirage
when Ai - Ais came into view. We had
finished the trail in just threc - and - a -
half days - quite arecord! Bools off, Beer
on the table and Jane and I drank our "one
in every three years" beer. We spent
untold hours in the spa - baths and every-
one feltrejuvenated. Jean somuch so that
she gets propositioned by Harry, who
wished he were 10 years younger {she
discreetly omits to tell him that would
make him 20 years younger then her).
Steve and Jane leave Augrabies Falls and
we stay on and enjoy the Spa - baths and
company of Louis, Jorg, Keith from Hong
Kong and a very debonair hitch - hiker
from Australia, Monday moming we
head for home, one stop only at Kimberly
Youth Hostel - the last leg of our trip and
at 5 pm we reached Pietermaritzburg to
be greeted by the Comrades Banner -
what a welcome sight!! The Fish River
Canyon now only a memory, but an un-
forgettable experience.

Thank you all. Louise van
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Calcar

{011) 706-5743
(011) 706-5766
FAX:
(011) 463-2361

for young

and old which

should be part

of your standard
indoor/outdoor

" bedding equipment.

Tents, tarpaulins,
awnings. Car, truck and
chair covers. Carports and
Gazebos,

Repairs done while you wait.

78 First Ave. Greyville
Tel. Links or Balan

\_ (031) 3093456 or 3093166 Y,
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YENUE: "Collectors Corner" Canon-
gate, Berea Triangle.
DATE : 19 July 1991

Dress the part ....no problem !! eat the
part ... Hot stuff, smack chomp; Act the
part ... Not quite !! Leave inhabitions at
the door ... maybe !

And so it came it to pass, as this inarticu-
late gathering of the D.R.H.C. elite (sic!),
mingled and chated amiably with their
fellow Jayabouts and deadbeats, discuss-
ing the shocking quality of the stompics
in Albert park, and how the benches at
Congella Park werce beter shelter against
the rain than those on the Esplanade.
Observed amongst the motly crew were
the lofty and expansive "Booze" mayday,
Chris Hayward, (Where'd he come from
7} and Winnie Jackson, all the way from
Ladysmith, W.T.M.B. Wcil done lass !!
With a torn tackie here and a smelly sock
there we bopped till chows up time and,
believe me, these bunny chows did NOT
need warming up in the microwave as
they really went down with a sizzle and a
gasp; to be washed down wilh bread-
filtered meths !! Aaaah ... what a gas.
The evening continued with most of the
hobos in the quaint building silting down,
hanging on and lying down amid the
general hubub, while some tried holding
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up the bar counter, as one woman was
observed climbing up the spiral staircase
to the loft, tokeep a secret rendezvous ?7?
The rest of us shook and gyrated to the
musicoutside, while the "die hards" were
still at the tables deeply engrossed in in-
tellectual conversation, discussing possi-
bly where the next hand-outs will come
from.

"Hats off" to Irene Coward and her help-
ers for helping us recall parts of our per-
sonalitics that we ncver knew existed.
We had a great evening!!!!

"Quackers"

Ed's comment: We have heard, via the
hobo grapevine, that a couple of partici-
pants in this orgy were so convincingly
made - up (or, is it "made down"), that
they were the focus of atention of the Law
patrolling the Beachfront!

For the most, urju?el:.taé o
weekend brezk | comé and join us 6
Felix Unite Bdverture river tip.

(Jnite water rafting on the Togela,,
canoeing“on ¢he, Orange in Namibi,
1afting "on Thunder Ak and the Dori
mok 0 and canoe Erails in the

§ Okavango - there's 3 wide choice 0Of
§ Fun Silled. dzHS on the (ater

for more informavion please contact
felix Unite aduentores at Jhb ot- 4633167,
(npe Town o1+ 46t 0033 and Durban
§ 020 3046800
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RAMBLERS
ROCKAND ROLL
HLABENI BARN
DANCE

7/ 8 SEPTEMER 1991
BY DAVE EASTON

Hlabeni! Deep in the heart 'of-l‘?ferg farm-
ing country, apparently remote, but really
accessible. Shady trees, good grass, rus-
tic coltages. A "barn" with kitchen, bar,
big dance space and sleeping loft. A
swimming pool next to a braai patio with
extensive country views, set against the
backdrop of a yellowwood forested moun-
tain. What more could anyone want?
Add to this, the success of a similar func-
tion attended by seventy five people, two
years previously and you have all the in-
gredients for what was perhaps secretly
hoped by many, for a Ramblers Conven-
tion to take off! _,<&.

ous club members, this ideal condition
didn't quite materialise and there was a
slight in the number of female dancing
partners available. (Something definitely
wrong somewhere). In short, the event
deserved far greater support than was
realised, not only because of the venue,
but because of the magazine emphasis

and the sterling efforts of Dick, Mike,
Irene and Belinda to make it happen. In
spite of these disappointments, it was a
merry crowd that gathered at Creighton
pub on Friday night where the party
atmosphere and quality of old friends, to
some degree, more than compensated for
previous people quantitics. By Saturday,
thirty something Ramblers were ensconced
at the campsite, the vast majority follow-
ing Dick on the mountain hike. Criss -
cross cattle trails resulting in "dead ends”,
with a forest "ceiling" to abscure direc-
tion, created a certain amount of frustra-
tion for both leader and party. All but six
people braved the brabble patches to make
it to the top and back to camp where such
ailments were forgotten after a luxurious
hot bath and shower. At sundown, chips
and snacks appeared like magic, various
liqueurs and drinks were consumed around
a sizzling braai, while the wit flowed to
the background strains of Mikes "Happy
Hour" music. From 7:30 pm onwards, the
dance floor was quite busy interspaced
with some high energy table tennis to the
sounds of good party "pop”. Some people
were content to sit outside and chat, ev-
eryone having faded by midnight. On
Sunday the monastery was revisited, apart

. from a few recalcitrant males who were

content to lay around and who later
chided returning walkers for "security
duties" and "perimeter patrols" neglected,
which they themselves had selflessly con-
templated‘form underneath their eyelids!
(All in good fun). On a lower note,
Hlabeni is up for sale, hence future use of
this versatile venue lies in the balance.
Thanks for a good weekend.
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HEALTH
FARE

SHOP 5 76 BROAD STREET
DURBAN
PHONE : 3055896
"THE HEALTH SHOP THAT
HELPS*

BEST QUALITY
- BEST PRICES

CALLING ALL HIKERS | Come in and we will help or provide you with the necessary skin TE L ° 3 0 40 4 3 9
care products, vilamins & minerals, slimming products, body building supplements, L]

homeopathic remidies, herbs, shampoos, health foods & health shoes.
COME IN NOW [! JENNY BIRKETT / NISHI DADDY

1$ YOUR EQUIPMENT TO HEAVY ? ...
TRY THESE LIGHT WEIGHT LITTLE
"BINOCULARS TO SAVOUR THE
SURROUNDING BEAUTY.
Durbans Jargest stockist of
binoculars.

33 BRICKHILL RD DURBAN TEL: 371431 FAX: 328207

QUALITY "
TYPESETTING

LAYOUT - DESIGN & PRINTING OF
um Q BROCHURES ADVERTISING
Approved Agents . — INVOICES ORDER BOOKS
Fﬁ e mw&ﬂ@ﬂ%ﬁ@@ﬁ& LETTERHEADS BUSINESS CARDS
il PTLTD BAY CLUB PUBLISHERS TEL: 3040439
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WHYSALL'S (PTY) LTD. Reg. No,: 05/08392/07

DOLPHIN COAST INCLUSIVE AIR HOLIDAYS
Air and hotel holiday packages (with or without car hire)

Air and self catering holiday pacakages (with g without car hire)
Cali us fora qua!ahon on (0324) 21161 or tax Us (0324) 93048.

|'_-‘
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CATCH THE
GOOD LIFE

FOLLOWING
BOULDER CORDURA BACKPACK

ADVENTURER 200 SLEEPING BAG
PURSUIT 3 BACKPACK

Y/

CITY BAG 4
PONCHO

WET PACK
SPECTATOR POUCH (SML)

HIP POUCH
SURVIVOR BAG °

--------------------------- LTI TP T Ty

ADBRESS: svcosnimaviiisciasii.

14 = 1 — PN PR
Fill in this form and produce with
your Backpacker purchase to
qualify for the lucky draw.

Ttode Enquries
83 Hunler Streel
Duiban
(031) 328251
Fax ; (031) 370886
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345 Wedl Street
Durban
{031} 3049551

-

All the gear.
All the advice.

WITH KINGS F.Flklw Since 1873,

BUY ANY BACKPACKER PRODUCTS AT KINGS SPORTS FROM
J30/9/91 - 19/10/91 AND YOU COULD 22?72 ONE OF THE

BENEDORM 3 SEASONS SLEEPING BAG

packe

Leader Of The Pack

- o OSO

\ings

SPORTS

PRODUCTS :-

VALUE R335.00
VALUE R249.00
VALUE R199.00

_ VALUE R165.00
VALUE R99.95
VALUE R72.95
VALUE RS375
VALUE R33.50
VALUE R21.50
VALUE R11.75

The Draw will take place on the
21/10/91 and the results wlill be
published in the next Issue of the
Ramblers Club Newsletter. The
winners will also be displayed In the
3 branches of Kings Sports. The
Judges decision will be final and
no cerrespondence will be
entered into.

23 Unioh Main

199 Pleteimaittz Sheel
41 O:!h T':r;nma Pleteimaiizburg
1 181
(031) 7010278 -
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