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- f2% DURBAN RAMBLERS €LUB.

-+ 2, o HON. BECRETARY?" N HON. TREASURER:
i "l‘ f‘\ : :;*M‘;':AI%CK ARR FA.':RICIA OGLE o D. RAE ADAMS
: *';7__)"'\;' PHONE 85398 (EVENINGS) | PHONE 24738 (DAY) e
FOUNDED 1932 _ P: O. BOX 1063,
DURBAN.
N
FIXTURES FOR SEPTEMBER, 1953. : &
‘Bonday, Entertainments Committee Meeting at "The Nest", Gardiner
¥t Aug. Street, at 5 p.m.
. giay Executive Committee Meeting at Cyril Crowley's Flat,
&5 Sept. y "Bristwyn™, Jan Smuts Highway, at 8 p.m.

6gg‘ You have all completed and returned your entrance forms for
th, the CAMP AT NZUZE (we hope)z so start collecting together
your chow utensils and camping togs., :

Paid-up members : £1. 15. 0,
Non-members : £2. 5, 0,

Baturday, It's Springl.... It's Septemberle... It's the Ramblers!

2th, - Annual Dance abt Dan Pienaar Hall this evening, Tickets
(15/-d. double), are obtainable from all Exesutive Committee
members, and for tahle reservations MARGE WALKFR i@ the
lady to contact by phone at i-

Home : 56333 and Business : 26226,

rriay , Our !September Song' is usually "Singin' in the Rain", but
don't be deterred by such a minor detall from coming on the
hike to ZAMA FALIS. Travelling via Pinetown.,

Leader : Lindie. * FARE : 4/-d.

€

riday, It's many a long day since we held a Games Evening, so turn
up at the N League Hall, Field Street, at 8 p.m,
- Pepsi's provided. CHARGE : I/64.

NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, all outings will start from the City Market Wywicl Avenuue,'-'at 8.30 a.m.
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SEPTEMBER, 1953. EDITOR : FRANK HULLLZY.
yoL, 2 NO, 7. 'PHONE : 20474,

NBE{ HIKE, INANLA ARFA : 26th July, 1953. by Margaret Moore.

Frank Woodward's new hike certainly afforded those who
accompanied him with glimpses of beautiful scenery, but many
leg muscles surely creaked and groaned the following day
after being galvanised into action in elimbing up hill and
down dale and trudging through the soft, beach-like sand.

We were pleased to see so meny new faces on this hike, but
whether these first-timers will ever venture out again remains
to be seen - especially after Frank's remark upon reaching

the summit of a particularly stiff uphill pull that this was
onc ) the shortest hikes undertaken by the Clubl! -

On the outward journey the lorries did not take the
accustomed route to the Inanda area -~ they continued instead
for several miles further along the North Coast road before
veering off inland. Cries of indignation issued forth from
Rae when the lorry-driver failed to stop, and completely
ignored his lamentations after a gust of wind had mischievous-
1y snatched his hat from his head!

On de-lorrying we were immediately confronted with a
steep hill to climb, this being the prelude to several others.
4t one stage our Leader took us through the grounds of an
Indian family's home whose occupants stared in utter dis-
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as more and still more Ramblers filed through their pro-
perty. A4 line from Wordsworth's poem “The Daffodils™
flitted through the writer's mind, namely : “they
stretched in never-ending line"!

The day being hot and the area we were hiking thro-
ugh so dry and dusty, made the morning's walk seem extra
long and several helts were needed before we finally
settled down to lunch at the top of the Inzinyatl Falls.
For the most part the crowd lazed around after eating,
and very little exploring was done. After a long rest )
everyone had recovered sufficiently for the comparatively
short walk to rejoin the lorries which returned to town
via the usual Inanda rounte. Thank you, Frai':, for an
interesting i1f somewhat long hike. !

WHAT TS A RAMBLER? e.vencccassanse

A sweat-soaked individual whom none dares call a drip...
an incurable optimist with sunshine in his soul ... a
pillar of staunchness who meets adversity with a smile
and a song in hils heart ... a clinker-shod clodhopper
with a step as light as thistledown ......

Roll all these qualities into one, and what will you
have? 4 TYPICAL RAMBLER.

HIKE TO TOPP'S NEEDLE : 9TH AUGUST, 19953.

Lowering skies and threatening weather did not deted )
the 46 keen types who turned out on this popular hike. .
In view of the low attendance, it was decided to take one
lorry instead of the ususl two. Even though we were some-
what crowded, we did at least keep reasonably warm for the
wind had a decided nip.

Thick mist hanging over the Escarpment shut out the
view of the Umgenl Valley and the surrounding countryside
as we set out from the lorry. In fact it not only
obscured the view but also the Leaders. One had to keep
the bloke in front of you well in sight or run the risk
of becoming totally lost. Much to our surprise we found

’
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that somehow we had left the rim of the Escarpment and came
out onto the Amble Circuit. How pleasant it was to stroll
over this gruelling course at an easy pace after the sweat
and toil of the Amble! After leaving the Circuit we
approached Topp's Needle from the South. The mist and
light rain had lifted by then and the beautiful hills and
valleys that can be seen from this point met our view, with
wispy, ragged veils of mist interspersed here and there.

A short halt above the chimney enabled the stragglers
£r Y}atch up, and ‘then we scrambled down and along to the
Needle. Soon our climbers were scrembling up that imposing
tower of rock, good=-naturedly belayed up by Lionel and
Archie. It was foumd that tr-~ book on top of the Needle
had been destroyed by the weather, and a new one promptly
took its place. Heading the 1list was our worthy Chair-

4 man's name, together with an imposing record of the number
of times he has climbed the Needle since 1936. Scotty
conquered his phobla for high places and bravely undertoock
his first rock climb, It 1s rather a debatable point
whether hils natural determination or the ragging on the

. part of spectators led him to go up the Needle. Lindie,
however, decided that no amount of "talking into" would
make him ascend. Our o0ld friend "Snakebite" climbed up
and dow? twice without the benefit of a rope, just for good
measure!

After lunch we set out once more, joined the Amble
Circuit and hiked along to Nqubu Drif%, where the first
t of the day was made. Many lamentations were heard
h Ernest who had carried the billy and tea leaves all
the way to the Needle and back for nothing! Not even tea
could prevent some of the bods from climbing straight onto
the lorry on arrival at the drift, in order to secure good
positions.

Tea over with, and once more we were on our way bask
homg with the keen wind making it's edge felt by all and
sundry.

L SOCTAL AT NAVY LEAGUE HALL : SATURDAY, 15TH AUGUST.

The rather novel idea of holding a Social in hiking
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dress met with a very good response, as was shown by the
good attendance at this function.

Several shy damsels were seen arriving in more formal
dress, but after a short absence, were seen emerging in
their familiar "shorts and s!i-ts. They were not alone in
their conservatism as two male Remblers turned up dressed !
like real hambones. One, however, persuaded someone to
take him home to change, and returned looking much more in
vogue. i

Merry music and gay chatter and laughter soon made i )
the Hall ring with revelry. Even the blatant music from
a “Do" upstairs could not compete with our particular
brand of merriment.

In between dances Marge introduced some excellent
games which made things really hum. The Band were per-
suaded to take off their bor-ties and relax, and brother,
did they serve up some unrelaxed rythm!

One of the games found Stan, that hardy man of the
world; looking for a partner of the bovine wvariety.
Scrry to say, no-one owned up to being his partner.

& game of forfeits produced loud peals of laughter,
as in turn we saw Joan and Stan "Bathing the baby" ;
Des Watkins "propose" to Helen, and your Editor and
Diana give a demonstration of how they got up in the
morning, turned about. )
Y

The eats se¥ved at interval were really delicious,
and several of my very close friends were seen getting
more than thelr fair share .., After the lethargy induced
by the more than ample supper had worn off somewhat, we
once more got down to a bit of serious dancing. 411 too
soon it was midnight and time to go home. I sincerely
hope that the Entertainments Committee will give us some
more of this sort of Social in future.

I have taken the liberty of publishing a new song of .
mine/s.es ’
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mine, sung to the tune of “Hearts of Oak",

)

Gome, shoulder your packs

and collect all your gear,

we must be on our way

for we can't tarry here

We ere hikers and c¢limbers

whichever you please

we love to be out miést the rocks and the trees.

CHORUS,

Happy smiles, when we meet,
hobnailed boots, cn our feet,
our haversacks are heavy, heavy boys, heavy ...
but we'll hike agd we?ll ramble again and again.

(2)

When we go out 2-hiking,

in sunshine or rain,

we count not the cos

but only the gain,

in sparkling high spirits

we swing down the Jale

we 11ft up our voices in hearty refrain.

CHORUS ,
(3)

Though your legs msy grow weary

and eyes may grow dim,

your shonlders may stoop

and be wasted and thin,

You will still be a Rambler

though only at heart,

for once the spirit gets you, twlll never depart,

CHORUS.
(43 verianans
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So let us fill a beaker

and drink & health to those,
who turn out every fortnight
in o0ld and tattered clothes,

to renew their acquaintance
with dear old Mother Earth,

and rejoice in the beauty

of the Province of their birth,

CHORTS. )
SOCIAL NEWS:

Qur very best wishes go out to that very popular
coiple, Basil and Kathleen, who announcea their engage- ~
ment late last month. (Po our Intelligence Service _
wasn't bluffing us, after all.) i,

Wedding Bells are busy tuning up for Stan and
Joan, who invite all their friends who wish to attend
their welding on the 3rd October at St, James Church,
Venice Road, at 2.15 p.m. (Recepticn at Dan Pienaar
Halll), to give in their names to the Secretary not
later than Sunday, 20th September.

The Natal section of the Mountain Club of S. Africa
have extended a ccrdial invitation to our members and
their friends to attend a Cine Show and Photographic Yy 4
Exhibition on Saturday, 19th September, at 8 p.m. at ‘)r
Tech. Projection Theatre. 4 silver collection will be
taken and the proceeds are to go to the "Mountain Rescue
and Hut Fund". Refreshments will be served. Do come
along and help swell the funds of this very worthy cause.
gho knows? You as an outdoor type may benefit by it one

ay.

RAVBLERS' SPRING BALL.

Every Rambler, from the Chairman right down to the
hunblest "Billy-carrier", will want to be present at the
Dan Pienaar Hall on the evening of the 12th September
. for our Amnual Dance. Charles Walker(no relation to
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large and Barbara), will charm your cares away as you whirl
to the music of his merry Band. This has always been a
very happy occasion when one can shed one’s hiklng rags and
come forth in the splendor of civilised dress. Great
fun is had by all trying to recognize each other).

The Spring Ball was first held in 1946 when the Club
got back to its pre-War footing, end every year since then
members have made it the "Dance of the Year",

Buy your tickets early as the number of couples may
L. 4e to be limited owing to the size of the Hall. Rae
4dams is the man to see, so try and beat the DBudget and
scrape together 15/-d. as soon as possible in ordsr to
secure your ticket. Corrie Ellis is in charge of table
bookings, so 'phone her during office hours at : '
63751, Bxt. 34,

KATHTS CORNER.

Seems certaln Ramblers were over indulging at a recent

party - Treasurer Rae was seen dosing all and sundry with
Milk of Magnesia.

MBarly to bed" seems to be the general idea after a hike.
Len tells us he found lights out at two different addresses
at 8 p.m, one Sunday - he gave up after that!

Frank W, suggests that all Ramblers have early nights before
*ikes in future. Could it be the result of anis and Basil

£ day-long search for Topp's Needle hikers, after those

two latecomers had mlssed the lorry from town?

Basil R. wishes to correct the impression that a rolling
pin wielded by your scribe gave him a black eye - he says
Rugby was responsible!

& cream scone rubbed well Into one's face glves one a
glowing complexion ..... not so, Rae?

B/ieesrnes
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EVEREST BRCADCAST.

The S.4.B.C. are catering for mountaineering fans
with a feature broadcast entitled "EVEREST 1953" from
the Durban Studios on the English Transmission on Friday,
11th September, 1953, from 9.30 to 10.30 p.m.

The Broadecast will give as full and complete an
account as is possible of the recent British Himalayan
Expedition from its inception to its triumphant success )
in the words of members of the Expedition, who will be
the speakers.

NEW_MEMBERS.
We are pleased to welcome the following new members
to the €lub :-

Theo Gooden,
Ian Muller.
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DURBAN _RAMBLERS' CLUB.
K ® ; .

) Some Memblers (who sh#ll go un-named), are inclined
-4 to sniff depreciatingly at Games Evenings, but this month we

< “have something for eweryone's taste.
: Vw“' , (‘,
To be more explicit - there will be big games, small
P games, rowdy ones, and even those which require some agility
ey of mind. And then W would ask all those with photographs
k2
. taken at the last Camp, to bring them along for nur mu?ual

entertainment., As a further inducement, a prize will be .

awarded for the "r#niest Rambling" snap.

All this to be had at the NAVY LEAGUE HALL, Field

{  Street, on SA’L;I_JRDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER, 1953, at : 8 p.m.

e
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ENTRANCE = 2/64. PEPSI'S : BISCUITS.



THE DURBAMN RAMBLERS' CLUE.
SEPTEMBER CAaMP, 1093,

PLACE: NZUZE, travelling via North Coast and turning off at Fair-

breeze Hotel, approximately 50 miles from Durban,
DATES: From Saturday 5th, to Monday 7th September.
CAMP FEES: Paid up members : £1, 15. O,
: Visitors s £2, 5. 0,

IRANSPORT: One lorry will leave Durban, (City Market Parking Area), at
10_a,m. on Saturday morning, the 5th, and will take out all
the equipment with the advance party to ereet Camp, ready for
arrival of the main party arriving late on Saturday afternoon.
The second lorry will leave from the same place at 2,30 p.m,
sharp on Saturdey afternoon, Please be by the lorry at 2.15

. s psn, with your kit ready to board the lorry after handing in

your name to the person in charge,

ESSENTIAL The usual items are :=~

(1) Bedding-roll {iot less than two blankets).

(2)  Enife, fork and spoon, mug (or cup), raincoat, warm
clothing, and yecur personal kit such as toilet gear,
towel, etc.

Please pack your gear securely 1n your rucksack (or suitcase),
and look after it until it is stowed on the lorry. De nat
1§ave it around - remember, you are responsible for your own
i kt.
{
CAUP SITE:  Situated amidst beautiful surroundings, with wonderful hiking
in the immediate vicinity, Glorious swimming in the pool at
the bottom of the lovely Nzuze Falls.

. JE Camp beds; li-lo's, pillows and other simple forms of camp
bedding are allowed!

So roll up, Ramblers and friends, bring your musical instru-
ments along, and enjoy the lomg veek-end.

e S O S e e W B W B e e -

The undermentioned form must be completed and returned to the Treasurer,

(RAB ADALS), with 10/-d. deposit/s, not later than honday, 31st AUGUST,

&

-~

Ly e i i i it et s it i e i ene.. TiSh to attend the
Septembe; Camp at Nzuze from Satorday pth, to londay 7th, end will travel
out on the first lorry*/second lorry, lcaving Durban at * 10 a.m. on
Saturday morning/2.30 p.m. Saturday afternoon.

I shall be bringing vesesreesess friends, whose names are :

"!.‘Cll..'....l..l.ll!l..l.li!l."l.’lltl...’l'.l!lll'l.l.t-.'.-.O;IUOI

. ﬁtﬂrwhﬁm I Venc'lbsa £n eepsernenpe be ing 10/-'d e deppsit/s.

QT






